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^'JI^HJS Bmpefgu/s Uft^apd Gata- 
- »" WjvW^^wDifcourfe A«^ 

^ annexed, there s no Necejfityfer * 
: "^ , /*#g Preface : For there the Rea- 
der wiU find an Account of the Author both as 
to Principles and Per/on $ However , aWord 
§r two of each may not be amifs. 

I ft. As to the Stoicks notwithftanding their 
Advantage of other Sefts 5 They were not 
without their Mtftakps, For Infiance 5 They 
helievd a Plurality ofGods 9 that the Soul was 
apart of the Deity , and that their Wife Man 
Insigtit uifpofeofhtrnfelfand make his Life as 
Jbort as ne pleas' d* Thefe with fome other 
lefs material Errors % I have ptark'd in the 
Margin. 

"lis true, 'tis qbje&ed againji the Stoicks 
that they dUowd no Degrees in ill Pra&icei, 
hut made off Faults equal 5 that they held 
Companion an Infirmity \ and would not fufi 
|5r ft in tke Chara&er of an improvd Phi* 
fofppher i fat *M Hqpitstfs of atVifeMan 
v A f dtfendr 
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depended purely upon bimfel£ and that there 
was no Necefjity of addrejjing a Superiour 
Being. --♦.,.. 

73? anfmr this Charge Monfieur D'adeif 
pbferves^ that Zeno / Opinion Ctke Founder 
of the : Se8 9 ) was fair* arid Defenfible in 
thefe Points : That he was wfunderftoodt by 
fbme of his Scholars, and unreasonably ftrai&d 
up to the Letter. But there s no need to 
injijl any farther upon Juftifying, fir Idattf 
remember our Author is at all concetti d in 
this Matter. * 

To proceed therefore to the Emperour with 
reference to his Book. ' i 

' His Thoughts then are Noble, and Z)m- 
common \ and his Logick very true and ex* 
aU. He generally flies his Game home, fit- 
dom leaves bk Argument till be brings it to 
a Demonstration, and has purfued it to it* 
firft Principles. Seneca, has 4 different 
manner 9 and moves more by ftart and folly : 
He flafbes a Hint in your Face and disappears j 
And leaves you to carry on the Rea/bningl 
and titafier the $ubje& y as toe% as you cam* 
This- looks like An Apparition of P< 
and is fometimes more Surprizing than 
ftmSive. (Rut this Remark has no reference 
to the excellent Etlglifn Abftraft which if dif- 
ferently tit an aged from the Original.) But m 
for the Emperor he charges thorough and 
thorough^ and no Difficulty canftan4 befbra 
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him. Hk Rtafon k no left irrefiftible those 
hk Arms, And be laves to Conquer tn hk Clof * 
et, as well at in the Field. There's a peat* 
Hast AtrofGreatnefs and Gravity inbk I*if- 
conrfes : He f terns to thin} up to bit Station, 
and writes wit h that Munificence of Notion^ 
as if he betierfd Hmftifobligd to exceed 
other Authors, as much in the Vigour of hk 
Mind> as in the Lufire ofbu Fortune. 
. He appears to have thought to the bottom 
efhk Argument^ and to have had a Compre* 
hen five Vim of the World, of the Intereft 
ana Relations of Society. Hence it k that 
hk Morality k fo particularly Serviceable 
and Convincing, that his Sentences are Jo 
Weighty, and his Reafoningfo veryiujl. By 
y thm digging to the FouncLstiofs, He 9 s in 4 
Condition to ajjign every thing it % s true 
Grounds, andfet every Duty upon its proper 
Mafis. Farther, the great Probity of this 
. Prince, his Fortitude, and the Noblenefs of 
his Mind, gave Freedom and Spirit to his 
Thoughts, and made him exert fir the Ser~ 
ftnee of Principle and Truth. Befi^es, he 
fiems to have been born with a Prerogative of 
Nature, Uefs*d with afuperiour Genius, and 
made up of richer Materials for Senfe and 
Virtue, than other People. Theje Advanta- 
ges, together wifb an improvd Education, 
tah'd him to that Pitch ofMajefy, and Di? 
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.tfow4w* he. defpffi ihe %wfy&s$fFam* 
and, thgiit\eringQbj^ 
that in no empty ^^p^^tad^s^and TVr 
mour of Exprefjioft t\ ]No, he f$jfs„eff thtt\ 

Paint* dijipvtr* ifa&PWtrJ Cwtifceft* **4. 
brings fuch Evidewtyg^t h$ Infigmfi^^tcy of 

thefe things, that he^^eUlyxof^^nds tho 
Readers Affent, and .forces him\i#to his 
own Opinion. Korean Emper^(fsAwf m ^ 
againji a Fondmfs fir Pleafpre> v tfr Ppfrer, 
comes better^ focoptmended thanfroxp a 
vate Philofopher? ' For in this Qafe\ a 
f peaks from Experiment, anddijf^f^r <%***$ 
the Privilege of his Condition : Hefe, tho, 
ttfital Pretence of fi*ty, or Ignorance if wtf 
of Doors ^ Am nothing butlXntofRe^ 
could drive him ifpon fo unacceptabie a 
clufion. 

. The Generofity of his Principles are no 
lefs remarkable. He /hews the btiqnity <ff 
afelfifh Temper ; that Iff Nature is aConttsh 
aiStion to the Laws of Providence and the 
Inter eft of Mankind 5 A Punijhmenf tfO lefe 
than a Fault, to thofe that have^ipx . AM the 
great Offices of Humanity, %uft\c t %, and Ac? 
quiefcence are enforced with unyfual Advan- 
tage: His Turns of Reafbn being often as 
forprizing for their Strength, as fir their 
Novelty. In fhort 5 Abating for f onto of the. 
Errors above* mention d, be feeyts to bdve 
drawn up an Admirable Scbem *f Natural 
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Religion. And which it ftitt mtire cOMmtok- 
daUe, ktprt&rtdhifWliximsHpm 
and made his Life dTranfciipt of his Dfc> 
tftn. He wakfo great a Ix&er ofTruti tiril • 
dear Dtaliig, .that he wmld father have &j£ 
Ins Empire than ftrairidia&m&$t. Indeed 
Faljhobd aiid Legerdemain fink the Chirac- 
ftr of aPrikce, and Make him look tike a 
tbyal Jugler : Publick Cbara&er, and Cdifr- 
loon Goodyear they caff it, are no fnffieielst 
defence ih fuch&afes. SixtUS the Fifth J^ho 
muS be aBow'd a great Man^ us 9 d to fay, That 
* twos (hart Thinking which made Coufchetoce 
Imprafticabk^ and Politicks fail font upon 
Morals : That if Stat^Cmen were weS Quali- 
fied, and bofikd their Heads, there would 
be no QcctzfianforlAtitudei and Infincerfty. 
Reafin without doubt , well managd, would 
fence agahft Inconvenience much better than 
. Graft: In earnefi, 'twould be a very hard 
€afe y and agreat Refle&ion upon Providence, 
if Men could not be happy without breaking 
their Faith, and blemifhing their Honour. 
However , to fay nothing more, fome People 
ate too Lazy to be Honefi. But this Cufiom 
apart, tbere*s no Necejfity to make Reafons 
of State, incompatible with the Laws of Ju* 
fiice$ ourEmperour is amfble In fiance to the 
Contrary. For never were the FunUions of 
Peace and War better per firmed, the. Subjefy 
moreEafy, *nd the Empire more Flwrijbhtg 
':'- ,; ..v • ■ *' ' than 
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thorn under this Prince : and yet 'twas none 
cf kk way to indulge Ins Politicks, and 
warp ** the leafi from his Notions* ?Twas 
kk confront Pra&tfe ; as well as his Rule, 

If 'tis not Juft never do it 5 IF 'tis not 
Truth never (beak it 

. As to the Emperour*s wai of Writing, if 
any oneObje&s againfi his fometimes coming 
over again with the fame Thing, he may 
pleafe to conjtder that this Prince did not 
take Philofophy for meet Diverfion, and- 
Amufement : InfiruSion was his main De* 
fign $ Vpon this View 'twas not improper "to 
repeat the fir oak, to make the Jmprejjton go 
deeper. The Prejudices tbcEmperourdifiutes 
againfi are inveterate, and not to he remotfd 
without Difficulty : And if (me Dofewont 
cure the Patient, whyjhoula not the Bill be 
made up again ? If this Rule holds in Me* 
diqine, why not in Morality f Are not Pear 
pies Understandings as valuable as their 
Health $ And is not aDifeafe in the Pajji* 
ens much worfetban one in the Constitution t 
And after au % when the Matter is clofely ex- 
amiridy the Ground of the Objection wiU in 
a great meafurt, vani/b. For when the Ernpe* 
tour does come over with an old Thing, 
'tis his Cufiom to, improve upont. He Repeats* 
hut 'tis fir Advantage to the Argument, and 
his latter Thoughts, are generally Supplement 
tal to tkefofmft. H* ettbtt extend^ the No* 
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Hon, or reinforces ibt Proof, or gives anew 
Tnrn of Strength, and Beauty to theExfrefi 
fon. And thus the Render is alvfat* dgtdnef 
by tbi i bargain. 

' In Trahfiating the Author I have made 
ufe of the quarto Edition j>$tblift?d in 1697, 
n which he fides Gatakertr Annotations, I 
Aid the Affiftance «f Monfieur Dfa&erV Re- 
marks, txrn'd into Latin by Dr. Stanhope. 
Jfr/fr iwx French Tianuation, I never f am 
it tiUfometime after my ownwdsfiuiflfd, and 
part of it printed off : However > one thing I 
'/ball obferve i and which it the inly ufe I bane 
*w^/Monfieur D>^^^ 'Tw 

Us Remark upon Se&. VT. Book L where 
citing Pollux, he tells us, that the Romans 
in imitation of the Greeks, us'd to fight 
Snails for Divination/ as well as Divert*- 
bnj and had a Fancy their own Fortunes 
might be Prognofticated by the Succeft 
Of the Battle. This piece of Super fitum 1 
confefs was more than I was aware of, and 
jet by the Contefct, tkeEmperour feems to 
lave had H in his View. 

One Word more of the Emperours Stile 
and I have done : Now his way ofexprejjing 
frmfelfis extraordinarily Brief: His Words 
are fomttimes over-burthen d with Thought, 
and have almoji moreSenfe than they can car- 
ry.^ Indeed, twos part of his Character to 
write in this Concife manner j for neither the 
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Emperout, aar ftfcStokk would alktrof any 
length dfExpteffion* Bejuk&> be wrote chUfi 
ty for himfclfi which stti&ti Mm fiiS vtort 
fearing in his Language : He fo me times draws 
in little* writes his Meaniffg, as it were in 
Short- him&, and decs not beat cut- his No- 
\ions to, their fkff Proportion. To winch I 
may- add, that /emetines she height of his 
SubjeSf carrkt him almoji out of Sight* Far 
there is at obfenrity in things* as welt as he 
'Language. For thtfpReafons % tis no worn* 
der if we find bis Senfe. note and then a lit- 
tle perplex d .* And therefore where" I was 
nfraid the Header migbtpcjjiUy be at aLofs, 
above endeavour d to dire& him right by 4 
Note in the Margin : .'I have likemfe in fome 
few Places vmtwrd to throw in a Word or 
two) to make 4he Text more Intelligible* But 
when thix liberty was taken, I have keen al- 
ways carefil to fpeah theEmperours Mtnd % 
and keep clofe to the Meaning ofJho Olf? 
ginal. 
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G A TAKER'S 

* 

Preliminary 

DISCOURSE. 

» 

In which . ■ 

*Ihe Principles of the Scoicks are compared with 
, the Peripatecicks, with the Old Acade- 
micks, and more efpecUUj with the Epicu- 
: »ean6Vtf : The remaining Writings likpvifc 
of the Stoick Pbilofepbers, Seneca, Epic- 
Xsxsi&y and particularly thofe of onr Emperttt 
Marcus Antoninus, are briefly examined. 

TI S the Opinion of feveral Cbrtpia* 
Writer* that die Principles of the 
Smcks come nearer the Do&rines of the 
Gofpel t than any other Se8 ofthe/lntient Phi- 
lofophers. Jofe-bus likewife who was aPha- 
rifee by Perfuafioh, (which St. fW calls the 
fiwfceft Sed of the Jewifh Religion ' ) af- » a* * »• 
firms that the Se8 of the Pharifees refembled 
that of the Stdicks among the Greeks : *And»?,/M.ii 
to come within the pale of the Church, StS****- 
HietOM is pofitivc that the Stoicks agree vHh 

the 
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the Tenents of Cbrifiiaxitj in moji Points. 

♦J^^ nl And that they agree with us in many 
«ap. xi. Things is pad ail Dilpute, as Will appeaj: to 
any Perfon that Will be at the pains to com- 
pare the Moral Precepts of the one Perjrajton 
with thofc of the other. Indeed I think 
there's no Divifion of the Pagan Philoiophy 
which reaches up to the Stoic ky. To fpeak 
modeftly, there's no Se& that I know off, 
that fees a greater value upon Virtue and 
Religion, drives the Notion higher, difco- 
vers more of good Earneft, and Bravery, 
prefles the Practice with more Spirit and Ail 

gument, and promotes it with mote warmth 
of Inclination. 

To make this Truth more Evident, i 'twill 

not be improper to compare the Philofophy 

of the Stoichy with the mod considerable 

Pretentions of thofe of another Way • And 
ere I ihall wave the mention of Pythagoras 
♦s« v*-myftick, or rather magical Sj/fiem y 4 of 



££^n by which there are only fome broken Remains 
uElTiiid C( >me to our Hands : For the Qolden Verfet 
^^■E which gd undet Pythagoras Name, are of 
life of 7^2 the fame ftartp with Pbocjlide/s Monitor?,* 
t^ y ^borfiofthcmForg , dandGounterfek. And 

as for the Slovenly nefe, Smut and lewd Pra- 
^feewo- €titt of the Opticas, 'they don Ydefefve the 
^D&honour of a Competition? And here by the 
Sfoo^way, Juvenal was much miftaken in laying 

that the Cmickg differed from the Stoickt M 
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. nothing but in mating fewer Cloatbs 5 « Where- « *"jj* 
as thcStoicks hated theC/afof/Uncleanlinefs 
both in Habit and Behaviour, as highly Scan- 
dalous and Difhonourable to Humane Na- 
ture. ? To return, neither do I think thejj^g: 
Sceptuifm of the New Academy worth theF^.?* 
©ringing into the Lifts : For what regard is ctp.u.s*- 
to be had to thofe People that diftruft their £ **** 
Scnjes, and deftroy the Grounds of all 
Science $ that Degrade a Man from the pri- 
vilege of his Reafbn, make his Body and 
Soul Infignificant, and neither allow him 
Eyes, nor Understanding to any purpofe. 

I lhall therefore proceed to tnofe Sages 
Who have been more happy in their purfuits 
ofWifdom, who have Cultivated Philofophy 
better, been better Follow'd, and gain'd 
more Credit in the World. And here I ihall 
begin with the Old Academicks^ and Peripa- 
Mick?) who were Plato s Difciples : And * 
fince thefe two SeSs are the fame in their 
Tenents, and differ only in their Names, and 
the Places where they firft fet up ; ,0 1 fhaU j**** ** 
for Brevity iake joyn them both together, the ^cJL 
Under this Diftin&on Ariflotle was the moft «&£& 
Eminent Perfon ; He was indeed a very ex- £££1^ 
traordinary Gen ius % " run through Logick/^^^ 
Rhetoric^ Poetry* Politicly, Oecmomck*,^™ * 
Btkicfa and PMtcht, and perform'd Won- 
ders upon almoii all the parts of Learning 
ind Philofophy $ " infaipuch dot as far »^g£ r '£ 

" wo 
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we can guefs by what is extaxt^ the World 
is more oblig'd to bis J?*#, than to ail the 
Old Authors put rogecher. . Tis true, ibme 
gWe him this Charader with' an Exception 
H^^ de of Preference foi Piafo his Matter. l *But 
Ia thefe Cricicks Teem to miftake the Drift of 
Plato's Writings ; It being. not £b much the 
Defign of this great Man to treat die Prin- 
ciples of Science, and leave us a Body of 
Learning, as to Combat the SopkiSls of his 
I* Claude own Time : I4 For this purpofe he difputes 
fcib. LU>2. yjjjgf t jj C perfon f Socrates y and makes it 

his main bufinefs, to refute "the Fallacies, to 
pull of the Mask, and expofe the Trifling, 
of thefe pretenders in Philofophy. And 
working upon this View, he was oblig'd to 
cake a compats in his Reafoning, to run out 
into feeming Digreffions $ and carry the Dif- 
pute to a vaft length $ And tho' the Con- 
nexion is true and Artificial, yet 'tis wrought 
In 16 fine, that the Reader has fometimes 
much ado to keep fight of the main Argument. 
'Tis granted a Man is not apt to Tire upott 
the Journey; There's great variety of Inven- 
tion; the uile is entertaining, and the Tale 
very handlbmly told, but then the Caufe is 

is cker. fo bandied from one hand to another, " and 
A«d.tib.i.p leaded wkh fo much q^^ jhk! Cont^ 

didion, dfet 'tis fomewhat difficult, to come 
at the Truth, and know on which ffde the 
Verdift ought to be given* 

And 
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And fince AriftotU is more clear and in* 
teliigible, we (hall apply to hicn for his 
Opinion concerning the Precepts of Life $ 
This Philofopher therefore fliall Reprefent 
his Clan± and deliver the Sence of the Old 
Academicks, and Peripateticks. Now A* 
rifkotU; as Plato did before him, ranges the 
Notion of Advantage under three Heads, 
and throws it into the Divifions of Min d 9 
Body, and Fortune. Tis true, He gives the 
Preference to the Firft, but then he lays 
great ftrefs upon the two Latter, and makes 
{hem contribute very confiderably to the 
fetisfadHonofLife* "Infomuch that he ^ m. c 
won't allow the beft Man Living to be Hap- ^ «£* 
py if either his Health, or his Pocket, are Eudem/St 
out of Order, ,7 efpecially if he falls into % cEiie 
any Remarkable Calamity 5 This weight $£*£». 
of Adverfity is too much for the Mind, and {*£* £»*• 
forces a Man's Virtue to grow uncafie : It * a ,cap * 
niakes a breach in his Enjoyment, and 
cruflbes his Happinefs to pieces. ,8 &£* n£ 

This is Arifiotles Opinion 5 But the Sto- c ^ m I ^ c - 
icks would not fo much as grant Wealth, Mign-'ub. 
or Confutation any Confideration in this 6 '** 11 * 
Gafe, nor vouchfafe to admit any thing 
without the Mind, into the Diftin&ions of > 
Qood, or Evil: With this Set? the Circum- 
ftances of Ftejh and Blood, and the Condi- 
tion of Externals, were but a fort of Indif- 
ferent Matters, and fignified little either one 

•" B way 
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way, or t'other. For in their Philofophy 
19 uerc. nothing was Good, 19 but what was Pious, 
sJnecIT Juft, Honourable, and Hum am. Nor any 
pift- 71. thing Bad excepting what w&sWicked, 7Jn» 

juftj Inhumane, and Scandalous : And for 
ritt' C i2 F o & this reafon, they look'd upon Fools, and 
£p - 8 V^ m * Knaves, Atheifis, and Libertines, no better 

twos. Ottic. _ " ; ' ' 

x: 2. * 3. than Miferable Wretches, tho they were ne- 
ver fo well accommodated in their Purfe, 
their Carcafs, or their Quality. And on the 
2 j scnec. contrary,. 2 * that a Man of Virtue and Piety 
Ej?lft * 9l ' is always in a State of Happinefs, let hk Cir- 
cumflances be what they will, and himfelf »e- 
verfo much harafs'd with the pretended Evils 
*4 Epia. of Life. And laftly, * 4 that none but a Per- 
c*p. 9. fon of this Character can with any Propri- 
ety be J aid to be Wife, to be rightly Free, and 
Majlcr of himfelf: And being always the Fa- 
vourite of Heaven, and the particular care of 
Providence 5 he is the only Body that lives un- 
difiurb'd, and is out of the Reach of Fear 9 
25 piat. a- and Anxiety. For let him live, or dye, 2 * the 
cic Tufc a Deity he refigns to, will never fuffer him to 

v^tiff^ int0 a real Disadvantage 5 * 6 fo that 'tis 
c 26. impojjible for him ever to be wretched* or un~ 

2 6"Epi&. f. J* J . - f , f • f 

cnchn:cs2;eafy, or to meet with any thing btg enough to 
?22?!fen£ throw him out of his Satisfaction, Thefe are 

Epift. 107. t j le Generous Principles of the Stoicks, in 
which as they overlhot the Peripatetick,and 
Old Academick Sett, fo they muft be (aid to 
approach nearer to the true Groatnefi of 
the Chriflian Religion. Icon- 
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Iconfefsl am not altogether of * 7 Tu1ly\ ^ c £"; tte 
and St. Augufliris * 8 Mind, who will have it 1. DeFmib! 
that thefc two Se8s are agreed in the^Auguft. 
Thing, and differ only in the wording o^b!* 
their Opinion. Such a perfeft Accommo- c •*' 
dation is, I think,provM Impra&icable by 
Tutty himfelf in the Perfon of Cato : 2 9 How- *» ^ 
ever, I am fo far of this great Orator's O-lV* 
pinion that the Conteft between the Stoicks 
and Peripateticks , was very Honoura- 
ble : ,0 The Dignity, and Supremacy of *6 cicer.de ^ 
Virtue was granted on both fides 5 The on- hniU L,a# 
ly Difpute was whethet 'twas fufficient to 
do a Man's Bufinefs alone 5 and make him 
happy in fpite of every Thing befide. But 
then to make no Difference between Zeno[s 
Chyjler, and the Gardens of Epicurus 3 to 
compare the Men of Liberty, with the 
great Champions forVtrtue&nd Self-denial, 
and to bring Pleafure and Difcipline into a' 
Competition, this looks like a very un- 
handfome, and unreafonable Fancy. " For it M «»nr*. 
iall that, forae have been fo hardy as to en- XtrL yr j«l 
deavour the Reconciling thefeContradi&i-^»- L • * 
onjj and to make the Matter the more Ex- 
traordinary, it has been attempted by fome 
of the Stoicks. Let's fee a little how one of 
them pretends to manage the Paradox, 
** If you fancy there's any great matter between 
«r, you are miftaken, &ys Seneca: ,a A littler senccM 

difference indeed, when Virtue is all inallTi!" 5 * * 

B a with 
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with one &# , and Pleafure the Idol of the 
other ! , 
3J iwd. Seneca goes on: "Epicurus, fays he, puts 
Pleafure under the fame Rules which we do 
Virtue. But firft, under Favour, the Sioicks 
prefcribd no Laws to Virtue, but took their 
Meafurcs from her. Farther, granting their 
Do&rines the fame in fome Cafes, t his lit- 
tle ftep would never bring them together. 
All the World allows a great Difference be* 
tween the Profeflions of Medicine and Phi* 
lofophy ; and yet their Prefcriptions con- 
cerning Diet, and Management are often 
the fame. Let's hear the Advice of that 
^t H, Ep£ Eminent Phyfician Hippocrates 5 Let u I44- 
^5; £ 6 hour, and Meat and Drink, and Sleep and Plea- 
fhrc be all taken with Moderation. And would 
not a Stoick, Epicurean, or any other Philo- 
fopher have order'd juft the fame Thing i 
But t ho' the Prefcription would be the fame, 
the reafon of prefcribing would be differ 

Erh^L. 01 ^ rent - N° w in " Morality *tis theZW which 
c 7 . gives the Form and Diftin&ion to an Afli- 
on : And here we (hall find the Stoick and 
Epicurean Philofophers differ as much from 
each other in the main Drift, as they do 
3<spiut <ie from' 6 theProfeflionofPhyfick. The Phy- 
sician's Bufinefs is to guard againft Difeafes, 
the Epicureans againft Pain : and the Stoickt 
againft Vice and Immorality : The firft 
aims at the fecuring of Hfidth, the (eoond 

of 



valaud. 
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of Pleafure, and the third of Honejly. No- 
thing can be more remote than thefe two 
Clans of Philofopby. The one place Virtue 
upon the Throne, make her Abfolute, and 
Independent 5 and fcarcely admit Pleafurt 
to wait upon her tho* at an humble Di- 
ftance. Whereas the other make probity 
truckle to Appetite, and afford Reafon no 
better Office than to cater for their Stnfes. 
Here Pleafure is the Queen of the Country, 
%1 and Virtue allow'dno better Bufinefs than j££" c *\^ 
to w^ifper a little Caution, to her Mijlris ; *' 
that the may not live too faft, wear up her 
Constitution - 5 and deftroy the Capacity 
of Enjoyment. #^ . 

But there's a %% great deal of Religion and *s senec." 
Probity in the Precepts 0/ Epicurus, yes a great 5Sf " * 
dealofJDifcipline and Bravery top, if they art 
clofely examind. 

Wee'l come nearer then if you pleafe,and 
look nicely into the Merits of the Caufe ; 
And this I (hall do the rather, becaufe this 
$e&, zsTuttj i9 obfcrves, by counterfeiting^^ 
the Air ot yirtue, and dropping a few 
(hining Sentences, had drawn off a great 
many Profelytes. 

And now in goodearneft, can that Man 
fet up for Religion who difclaims the Belief 
Of Providence ? 4 ° Who teaches that God is $•*?*> 
unconcern d with the Worlds and neither gives 41 Epicu*. 
himfclf. * f m* any fady elfe any manner afX to/cf- 

P ft i rouble fp w .ub. x . 
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ftST in Trouble i That ♦■ the Bufinefs of Retards and 
Pttnifoments are foreign to his Nature, and 
that he can neither be angry nor plea/d mth 
poor Mortals? 'He muft needs be a pious 
Philofopher, who as his Difcipl& are pleas'd 

hb ^ciccr. to ^ ra S^ W(K thefirji bold Man 4 * tpho durji at- 
deNatDc- tempt the fcaling of theSkyes, and make ah 
°" lib ' f " open Attack upon the- Detiy ? 

And as for Honeft Principles, how can We 

expeft them from ttfofe People whb declare 
aVudcS^ey value neither' 4 Friend Jhip, QoddPaith, 
hb. i. Jujiice, nor any other Virtue any farther than 
&T m ' their 4y Intereft or their Fancy are'fert/d by 
&^*fc™ : with thefe PhilofophertT^ J^rfiie 
Lb d i o acrt ' ^ U n0 I nt T w fi c k Goodnefs, no NdtrvfBeauty, 
n:c epi&..* nothing thafs charming in the bare Pta&ice : 
47T«q.- : No^.Honefty andTruth* 7 do but glijlet'inthe 
vibi iv. ffatf^ and make a handfome Noife, but there's 
nothing in them. And farther, 'they are fo 
frSfhk as to confefs, that a Man ought not to 
A ? Clce ?L folk himfdf in any Lewdnefs, 4f Crime or 

rh in hb.2 « iiit • t n •»«»■/•' •» 

v.a. Sen. ocandal, that has either Profit or PleajMre %n t : 
Sljpr - .Not to balk fcimfelf, 1 fay, upon the Score 
of any Moral Deformity of the AUion ; For 
<» *?**• to fay 49 an Action is evil in it (elf is a Jefl: 
lis true, one Jbould be cauttom when there s 
coTorq ubi likely to be Damage, <0 or Danger in the Cafe. 
ap P Jd £«!.' But as for any Apprehenfions about the Dif* 
*»«** 7 - pleafire, and Vengeance of Heaven, that's aU 

Superftition andfteff, with thefe Gentlemen 3 
Confcicnce is a Cypher in their Philosophy 3 

: " their 
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their Reafon to forbear doing Mi/chief is 
mtly tofave their Carkafs 5 % tis not the Law, 
hut the Gallows which frights them 5 and he* 
fides, they are afraid a Provocation may be 
return d by private Repenge $ for let them be 
never fo cunning, sl there's no En/kring ofl^/ lcw ' 
Faljhood, and foul play. £ - "bid* 

Let us proceed and examine the Strift- 
nefs and Sobriety of their Philofopby 5 
Alafs ! They faff er, * a if you will take their 52 T015. 
Word for't, under a wrong Imputation \fabAfo.i. 
They are reprefented to breed their Difciples 
to Nicenefs, and Luxury, whereas the Cafe is 
quite otherwi/e 3 For their LeUures declare 
firongly fir Regularity and Temperance \ and 
are fkll of Gravity, and Difcipline. Is not 
their Chief Epicurus, 5 * very fatyrical upon»J or * 
the Libertines 2 Does he not reprimand the 
Folly of thofe People who are overfet with 
Tleifure, blinded with Appetite, and carried 
off with the Blandijhments ofSenfe ? And 
while they Ije thus at the Mercy of Luxury, 
and Lu!f f they never confider what Difeafef 
they brink upon themfelves, how much pain 
they are likely to feel ^nd how dear the Frolick 
will colt them ? 

But now by the laft Sentence of his 
Corre&ion we may difcover the Qrotmd 
of hi$ falling out with thefe Sparks. The 
good Man does not laih their Vice out of 
any ill Will to't 5 he is no £nemy to De- 

3 4 frauchery | 
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ftS? bauchery 5 For all Pleafure, /♦ let it come 

Epjcur.ti which way 'twill, is a good thing : TherQ- 

hb.io. ert fore fays he, If thofe ss Satis fa&ions which 

fiLuSTi.' gratify a Libertine, could deliver him from the 
uwiib. Relufeof Confcienceand the fear of Death, 

and Apprehenjions of rain, if they could do 
this, and fet Bounds of Convenience to his 
Fancy, IJhould have nothing to objetit againfi 
his Method 3 / foould rather applaud his 
Choice , and encourage his Freedom 5 For when 
a Man is brim full of Delight, and has no- 
thing to trouble him, he cant be in an III way 3 
for nothing but Pain and uneafy thinking, arc 

Evil. Here we fee plainly this Philofo 
pher has no quarrel with a Debauchee for • 
his Lewdnefs 3 he rather commends him 
for humouring his Palate, and making 
ipuch of himfelf. He does fo, provided 
he (lands clear of Inconvenience 5 and 
in order to this, efpecialcare tnuftbe taken 
to get the better of his Confidence, and 
drive Religion out of his Head : Why, 
when does Epicurus fall foul upon Spend- 
thrifts and Libertines ? Becaufe they are 

5 « Torq. . Blockheads, 56 and- have no Difcrfition with 

de U finib C iib. their Vice 3 becaufe they run thentf elves out of 

x ' breath, and deftroy the Pleajure with their 

Eagernefs.' Their unmanageablenefs ruins 

their tfealth, and their Fortune, and their 

Reputation, and more than that, it open 

. brings them under the Ifjh of the Lav* Thqfe 

'• . ' arc 
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are the ftri& Morals, the hard Leffons of 
Epicurus $ School, and the rugged Penance 
he puts his Profelytes upon ! He gives 
them their full Freedom in Debauchery : 
But then they . mud be lewd like Men of 
Senfe, and Understanding ; for to over- 
drive their Constitution, . and lofe their 
Credit, and bring themfelves to Beggary 
and Trouble, thefe are bad things indeed ! 
But notwitftanding the Liberty of their 
Principles, and their Idolizing of Pleafure, 
there were feveral of them Men of great 
Temperance, and Frugality : 57 Epicurus 57 scncc. 

will tell you, that he could fatisfy his Sto- E?1 *' 
pfach fir a halfpenny 5 And Metrodorus, 
thd a lower Proficient could do it for three 
Farthings. Tes, Epicurus had put fo much 
Philofophy in his Palate, that Bread and 
Water 5 * would Regale him, a*}- make- hi fa $* e?; 
almofi wild with Satisfaction : As for Luxu- ££ *£ 
ry, and Expence he defpis*d the Relijfj^ and l? - 
dominated the Thoughts orit : Give him but 
a Glafs of pure Element, and a little Hafly 
pudding, and he would hardly have 59 ownd $9 rt>id. 
that Jupiter had eaten better : This 6o Diet *?£ V**. 
if yon are but rightly flwrp, has as much tafie Jbid!ac r de 
int as yon would wifo : For 6l very ordinary ^lJU^ 2 " 
Meat and Drink will oblige the Senfe, and w* 10. 
lay Hunger afleep as effectually, as that which 
'. if cwnted the mofi Delicious, 



cur 
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: Eudoxus liv'd before Epionrus, and was 
a Perfon of the fame Perfaafion : Now 

^thkliu 62 Anfotl* S* ves 'k* 8 Man an extraordinary 

10. cip. i. Char aBer for Sobriety , and makes him a great 

Mafter of his Palate : Thk Command of him- 

felf made his, Opinion go much the farther : 

63 ibid, m g or People romld not belief that any Byafs 

eflntereft, or Serif uality ootid' govern him, 

6 4 ibid. } but that 'twas pure Convi&iori arid 6 * Force of 

Truth, which brought him to- declare fir the 
Pnebeminence of Pleafure. But asfor%r- 
earns* s Temperance, thereVfome Reafoh 
to queftionit. iFor Timochares aflures t», 
hb^o?' < 5 that tewai fo far frombebigfatisfiedyofth 
a Meal of three Farthings, that 9 tn>as his ;Me* 
thod to eat up three Pounds Sterling etoti/y 

[ 6 eondum d *&&* ^TlA ^W 8 5tOI 7 ^ dOftS 66 tfO^ fticfc 

Me°raricu. - to.e&nfirm himfijif. So tfcar'his common 
Um> &c ' Cuftom, at&his Fits of Mortification, ffeem 
to be very different. Sonkiimes 'tis graht- 
« 7 Si-nec. ed he usd to "accommodate lAs Stomach *** 
Epicuri. C a(f «r^ indifferently 5 This he did to try tithe* 
ro^num fher his pi fa f Hrea b ate d with his Retrenching, 

or to ivhat Degree .• And that he might he 
convincd. whether good Eating Was worths the 
Drudging for or not : And it may be He 
«s idem, made the Experiment 68 to arm hifrijilfagainjl 
Cafnalty, and Misfortune, and that 6f Poverty 
might never catch him uriprovided. Infhoft, 
He feems to have done that by Fit9, whiqb 
it may be was Ettdoxus's conftant Pra&ice, 
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Let us now enquiTe into the IVeafons of ftw 
Difcipline : Let lis examine why he refufes 
to be always in a Coujfe of Luxury ; what 
ppts him upon jftarts ttf Ajufterity, and 
makes him prefer a homely EHet to a plen- 
tiful Table. Now in the firft place Heel 
tell you, He (does not take up upon the , 
fcbre of Conference, as if ^Temperance 7° Epicut. 
were worth the minding, or there was. any ^2 St °iu 
fiatm in Gluttony : Not at all. Tis thexorqu** 
iltdfe&s, knd not the Exccffesof Gour^ gg^gf* 
niAftdizing Which makes him a little Cauti- 

'yas. For to keep the Kitchen always botj 

s Pfthe wajr to let fbe Houfe on fire. Tq 
be always loading the Table, and eating of 

fid-Bits, ratfftfihk a Man's Pocket cruelly. 

Stifch Extravagance commonly ends in Beg- 
,gary 5 the (Glutton lays ? x all upon the tip 71 Ath^n. 

Of his To^gfte, and fwallorps his EJiate like ubm %~ 
a poached Egg. And which is more, thefe 
Eiqceffes make the C&rkafs fmart, as well as 
the Pocket. And here 72 the Epicurean is72ciccr.de 
attacked in the Seat of his Pleafnre, and finib ' ,,tH " 
touch'd In the moft fenfiblePart. Thus 
"Epicurus obferves, that thofe People who 
have no Brains to their Palate, commonly 
pay for-t in their ? 3 Health. For that which 7} cicer ae 
Would be Nourifliment to a hungry Sto-* nib - llb ' 1 ' 
mach, is but a Burthen to us when we are 

fbll* Thus a great many Diftes 74 breed a 74 senre 
gr$at many Dtjeajes % we eat onrjelves into a 

Confum^tion ^ 
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Consumption 5 and grow leaner by being over- 
faffed,* than we Jhoufd do by fafting. And 

to conclude, Drunkennefs and Gluttony, 

ibid. cncc are punifo'd wfch fah Defluxions " of 
Rheum, withfo much S^ualm, and Headachy 
with fuch Pains and Weaknefs in their 
whole Body 5 infomuch that if Men ?« 
, }A i. & would think a little before-hand, and 
■'• X5# compute upon the confequences of a De- 
bauch 5 they \?ould not run themfelves 
a ground fo bften, nor carry the Frolick 
fb far as they do. Betides, Epicurus aqd 
his Followers, had a farther aim in their 
Experiments of Sobriety ; They did rial 
pra&ife it as a Virtue, but as an Exercife's 
77 senee 77 "&**} made Vrpfperity do Penance fome- 
E P !c^ra 8 'ud tima * that they v**gbt bear .. Adverfity tho 
Laen. lib. better : That they might havfi. nothing new to 
furprize them 5" and that the, Hardships of 
Choice might reconcile them to thofe ofNecef- 

fity. They had likewife a mind to try 

Ip udsSSc. ** ow 78 little would fatisfy Nature, and how 
he Laerc. 7» rellijhing Hunger could m/tke- it. And 

7 5 > I Eria,r. laftly, they pinch'd now and then, that 
g? ltob ' they might feafi 8o with the betterGujl : For 
fin,b! C !«b d i" €l fcnfoal Sat is fall ions are the more welcome, 
Hl^T' fy making theirVtjits feldom : Frequency in 
this cafe does but clog the Sentes, and 
make the Appetite grow dull. And there- 
fore feeding conftantly upon Delicacies is 
faid to havp njore of Expence than Plea* 
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fure 82 in't. Diftance, and Intermiffion, 8 * *£ cii - 
give a Keennefs to Defire : Hunger ftrcng- 
thens 8 * the Tafte, and doubles the Satif- J**^ 1 * 
fa&ion 5 as Liberty is milch fweeter when ifcTu. 
it rifes out of Servitude, and Oppreffion. 
This made Socrates pronounce 8 * Hanger |*£ Ic ^ e 
an admirable Sauce : And as that Pbilofo- 
pher ufed to fay, that by walking himfelf 1 
(harp, * s he had no occafion to go to the 8J ciccr . 
Butcher 5 for his Loaf would afford him T *£j^* 
Bread and Meat too,when he was through- 
Iy Hungry, Juft thus Epicurus ufed to 
balk himfelf fometimes and keep his Sto- 
mach craving ; that he might fall too with 
more Eagernefs afterwards, and be better 
prepared for a Luxurious Entertainment. 
But when the Defign is thus mean, what 
* Virtue or Credit can you exped in the 
Pradife? He is a poor Man of Morals that 
can rife no higher thanPleafure,and Cram- 
ming ! A Man may find as much Philofo- 
phy in a Hen-coop, as this comes to. 

Thus we have taken a View of the jRi- 
gour, Severity, and Mortification of Epicu- 
rus's Dodrine ! Let us now proceed to his 
Flights of Fortitude. Yes, fays Seneca, Epi- 
curus had Mettal both in his Books, and 
Ms Pradife : He 86 was a finical Spark, 'tis u sen*; 
true, but a brave Fellow for all that. How Ep "" 
4o you prove it ? Beqaufe there's Refolu- 
tionj as well as Prudence in his Conduft. 

For 



i8 Gatakers Preliminary 



Tadllm ^ or notwithftanding he * 7 prononnces all 
i. io. Pleafure to be Good, and Pain to be Evil irt 
it felf, yet fometimes, when Intereft and 
n Epicur. Convenience require it, he 88 manages as if 
ualo. acrt ' & e belisved the quite contrary. Upon this 

Account, he checks his Fancy, and de- 
nies himfelf in his Pleafure, when he fore* 
fees there will be Pain at the end on't 5 
And on the other Hand makes no difficulty 
to fubmit to Fatiguing, and Trouble when 
he has a fair Profpeft of an overbalance 
of Pleafure by the Bargain. And is not all 
this an Argument of Fortitude, as well as 
Underftanding * 

But under favour, the fubmitting to fome 

Inftances of Hardfhip is no fufficient Proof 

of Fortitude. If this Pretence would do, 

19 ovid. «9 Lovers, and Madmen, *° would be the 

Eieg r p. '" braveft People in the World : For won't 

i;*r' the firft drudge and mortify ftrangely to 

gain their Point? And as for the latter, 

they'l charge up to the Cannons Mouth^nc! 

no Confideration of danger can ftop their 

Frenfy. At this rate a hardy Malefa&br 

might challenge the Virtue of a Phifofty- 

pher. Thofe Libertines likewife may come 

in for a {hare of this Chara&er, who iftur- 

ther themfelves becaufe they han't patience 

to out-live their Pocket, nor beat up agairift 

the Confequences of their Folly. Arid yet 

"■" Efi&r&r 
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Epicurus 9l hitnfelf gives the Caufe againft y ^ nec - 
thefe People. To go on 3 By this reafon- pi - 
ing, thofe wretches 92 may be faid to be 92 $cnec 
brave, who out of an over-fondnefs of e p lot - 
Life are contented to put an incurable Car* 
leafs upon the Rack, and fubmit to extre- 
mity of Torture 3 tho* all they get by it, 
is rather to prolong their Mifery, than their 
Being. And thus that fcandalous Car pet- 
Knight Maecenas, would pafs for a Man of 
Fortitude 3 for if thofe Verfes of his cited 
by Seneca, were fpoken in earneft, nothing 
can be more mean : 

'* Let Gout my Hands and Feet difirefs y 9 % A P ud. 
Or Palfy make me Motionlefs 5 *£* E * 

Let my whole Bodyftart in Tumours, 
And all my Blood be turnd to Humours 3 
Grant me but Life, and Tm contented,, 
And on the Rack Jhall ne*re repent it, 

lam trilling (fays he) to he impaled 94 ar^senec. 
crucified if you pleafe, fo you mil but let me Ibid - 
live through it. Without doubt 'tis worth 
Mstpbile to reji on his Wounds, and befiraind 
an a Gibbet, only to keep his Punifbment alive 3 
which *Hs the beji of his Cafe to difpatch as 
foon. as may be I And laftly by this Notion 3 
whofoever denies himfelf for his Pleafure 9 
and f offers to gratify a Vitidus Paffion may 
be called a Man of Fortitude. But we fay, 

'tis 
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m wiK. tiS the " CaH f e ancl not the P»"*Jh**cnt, 
that makes the Martyr. And thus 'tis not 

the fJH&tf, but the ff£y of a Mans fufferiog, 

which gives him the Credit on't : The 

Virtue turns chiefly upon the Reafon, not 

upon the Pain : He only is the brave Man, 

* Ariftor. that mortifies upon Principle $ * 6 that chu- 

fap./ 6 ' fcs father to fuffer than misbehave him- 

felf 5 and runs through all Difcourage- 

ments upon the (core of Confcience and 

Honour. But how can that Man fuffer 

upon thefe Grounds, who lays it down for 

a Maxim, that Honefty unattended with 

Plea/we, is good for nothing : A meer 

%7dctUt^ a ^ 0W 97 without any thing oubftantial to 

%kur X ' ^ f ^ e ^rafp : And who looks upon *** 

»pud uert. Fortitude without reference to Intereft, to 

be no better than Whimfey, and Romance. 

However, it muft be granted, Epicurus 

has a great deal of Courage in fome of his 

r . Sentences : Tho 5 after all, the Vanity of 

g££.. them feetns more remarkable than the 

serUc. e p , Greatnefs. His Wife-man, if you'l take his 

apud& Word for't,muft be Happy with the Scottijb 

fci 8 $ ooU Yes, if he was roafling in" PhalarisV 

ma r e h f i B*Hf ^ would bellow with Satisfaction 5 and 

lowakdrcd^ out what a delicious Torture is this £ 

^Epicur. And how handfomelydo I contemn it .<? Nay, 

?£m.uert. he tclls y° u of bimfelf, IO ° that the laji 
ub.10. Agonizing Day of his Life was the happiejiin 

\™2.sl c the World $ *Tis true the Cholick and. the 

nee. Epift. O*/.*.* 

«.and9 8 . otom % 
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Stone, \ l , raged to Extremity, dnd did tbeit l Ibi<L 
vporfi upon him. But tnen the Pleafure 2 he *ml 
tad in the Reflexion upon his own Writings ^ 
overtop' d thi Fain 5 and made his Imagina- 
tion too firong for his SenfeS. 

feht wemuft not be too forward in be- 
lieving a Rhodotadntade, againflc avovod 
Principles. *Tis true, if thefe Flourilhes 
had been fpoken by a Philofopher that 
confines the Notion 5 of Advantage to * **£ 
Hone By > and reckons nothing but ♦ Pke^£^a 
a Misfortune. That makes Good and**" - "** 
Evil, * lye only in the ufe of the Will, and $ iwa * 
the Temper of the Mind ,.• who declares 16. 

Virtue felfifufpcient 6 for a happy Life, and $ w ^ 
that jhe ftands in need of no Foreign 1 AJfiJi- 7 1&&»£ 
once. He that tells you that a perfeft Phi* 
lofopher is impregnable in his Happinefs i 
and proof againflc the ImpreffionS of Pain; 
* That Virtue is never to be beaten off, * ib?«L 
'twill keep a 9 Man Company under all^^ l# 
TryaU, mount the Scaffold, and the Wheel \ 
and (bine to through his Limbs, while he's 10 senate 
burning at the Stake. A Man that has" 
fuch hardy Principles may talk at this rate 5 
for here his Heart and his Tongue go to- 
gether, and there's confiftency An the Cafe* 
But can any one be fo void of common 
Senfe, as to believe Epicurus in earneft in 
fuch Flights as thefe ? Epicurus \ I fay, h ho 

C makes 
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U&. "i 13 ^ 3 W*4*« the fin*** GW, " Bwp. 
ac ? nibifb anc ^ Tor/vent, the jpoft jbrmidjhl$ EviL 
i!*i. * And when he has done, (rates his Notion* 
of thefe things in the moft fcandalpug man- 
ner imaginable. For he affirms the Bod$ 
Jn,btb. d i c " t* 16 V*™ Seat of Satisfaftion $, denies the 
ft 1 a. l 'Mind any independent Entertainment of 
her own : And maintain? thatall the Pie** 
fnre of Thought* either begins fropji the Bo» 
dy or Eftds in it. And lauly, Hois fo frank 
as to confefsj tbajtasfor the Notipaof 
Good, as fome People underftopd it, b$ 
neither knew where *twas, nor wh#. No- 
thing was Good to him s that was not Good, 
Vu5u« to his IJ Senfesy that didnot pleafe him in 
1T10. bis Eyes, or in his Ears, in his Twtfk ht& 



" T*/fe, or his Smelling 



Bib 1. 2. 



£ *&. No Man, fay* the Poet in Seneca, is: *« 
*'•* Happy who does not think himfelf fo :Yes, 
»5?picur. fays Epicurus $ he niufl: ,J fancy himfelf fu- 
•pudum. perlatively Happy, or elfe it won't do r 
Now how can that Man have fuch a plea* 
fant Fancy, that lies Agonizing in Paim. $ 
And owns bimfelfaffli&ed with the great- 
eft Evil, and in the higheft Degree ima- 
ginable ? * 

But Epicurus'* Lodgings are too Rank to, 
ftay in $ a little better Air won't do amiis* 
and therefore wee'l take a turn ia ZeM& 
Piazza, 

Now 



■f 
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the Sidich are of a quite different 
Cd nip fe xi oh, arid dire&ly oppofite to the 
Epicurean Tenentj above-mentioned. 

Theft Philofdphers have admirable No- 
ttett j «Th6y ■• hoid that God Almighty «?JgJ* f- 
gbVefris ihcV&iverfe 5 that his Providence 



C. 12 5c c 



is riot only General, but Particular^ and ' 4 
rtathis to Perf&ns^ and Things.* That ^.j/^i. 
fieipreftdes ovef Humane Affairs 5 that he *.iu * ' 
affifts Kfen not only in the ,greateft Con- 
cerns, in the ExerdfesofRr/tfe, but al- 
f6 fupplfes theih with the Conveniencies, 
of Life. And ■ 8 therefore that Cod ougbt.j 8 ^ £ 
to be WbHhipp'd above all Things, and*^'* " 
applied to upon all Occafions 5 that we 
1 9 mould have him always in ourThoiights, j» c e pj* l 
acknowledge his Power ; refign to his Pfif-c.*. 
ctem, arid adord his Goodnefs for all the 
* ° Satisfeftions 'of our Being. To * x tub- £*;* * 
mit to his Providence withopt Referve. To »« ep^* t 
bfe ple^fed with his Adminiftration 5 aa Ja C M4 2 rc 
and fully j^rfi^d that the Scheme of ^ m - 
tht Warier cotfw not have bpen mended, 
nor tte Subortnuktion of Things more 
^" * ' adibftedl nor all Events hav£ 




been better timed for tbff^pinmon Advari*< 
tage "t M Arid i!h6teforeVM \\4 the Duty i} tpi & 
brail Mankinds to "obey thh&gwt, and gj£|f b 7 - 
follow the Intimations of Heaven,, with ".*. * ^b? 
all the Alacrity imaginable; That the 
14 PofidX&gxt d us by Provlderiee muftbe 24$**^ 

C a mate-* *' ,0 * 
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c maintained with Refolution$ and that we 
?.?£ l c ought to die a M thoufand time* over, 

* rather than defert it. 

Thefe are the Stoicks Principles concern- 
ing the Deity, and the Regard doe to him : 
Let us now examine how they ftand af- 
fefted towards Mankind. 

And here their Precepts are no lefs ex- 
traordinary than in the former Cafe. For 
wT' a de ' They declare af plainly, that wemuft love 
c Tki^ut' all Mankind heartily, and without a Com- 
pamm - c pliroent ; that we muft folicit their Inte- 
4 reft, bear with their Infirmities, and do 
V no manner of Injury to any Mortal : That 
4 a Man (hould not think himfelf born on- 

* 

*' ly for his private Satisfaction $ but exert 

* his Strength for the publick Advantage, 
c and make his Life as fignificant to the 

3 6 c.c. de c World as 'tis poffible : That 1 * the Con- 

^i 2 ' fete nee. of a good Aftion (hould content 

*him$ without the profpeft of Fame or 

4 Reward : That he (hould never be tired 

4 with the Exercife of Good Nature, but 

* purfue one Kindnefs fo clofely with ano- 
4 ther, that there may be no room for any 

* infignificant Spaces of Life to come be- 

* tween. That a Man ought to look upon a 
' Generous Aftion as a Reward to it felf f 
' and that we oblige our felves, by doing 
4 a good turn to another. And therefore 
' that 'tis a piece of Meannefs to ramble 

c A6road f 



/ 
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* 

c Abroad, and grafp at Intereft, or Applaufe. 
€ n Farther 5 c That the policing our Ret- ££«■ 
l f°*h *nd the governing .our WtU^ is the 
c tnoft noble Iraployment $ and that no- 
€ thing ought to oe preferred to the Prac- 
tice of Hqnefty. And laftly> "'That a 2 *Muc 
c Man fljould ftand immovably by his Rea- 

* fbn, jhat no clamour of Appetite ihould 
€ call him off, that no Lofs of Fortune, no 

* Menaces of Death, no Extremities pf Tor* 
' ture, Ihould make him give way, or 
'frighten him from a known Duty. 

Tnefe are fome of the Noble Sentences 
we meet with in the Writings of thfe Stacks 5 
what ftrains of Piety, What Inftanfcefof #//- 
mamtj, what flights of Greatnefs are here > 
And fo give them their due, they don t 
run out into Inconfiftency, nor talk above 
their Principles. Whereas the Epicure** 
Do&riris if you take tbem rightly, have 
neither Su^fiastce nor Show in tbem. 

But *(is J o^edied againft the Stoicks, that *' 
/they Were bdt little fdUawd, that ffiey wer$ 
not cotittjiftt to theiV Party, and "feii'd i> 
the poifif of PrafticeZ \ I (hall topch upon 
aliAtfk/ '.. /'/■/ •/ . 

4 n i S'ift of the Srmllneft of their Num r 
bers * it feetns this Sett had always fewer 
Difdptes than any of the reft. The Epir 
cHlreans hid it dearly by the Poll; They 

nfed to FlouriQj mightily upon the crowd 
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of Profelytes which follow'd their Rafter, 

And Xorqnatus in ThUj fjbes not (licit to afr 

gft* arm's thk* the Bulk eftkPeopU' 9 run aftet 

Epicurus, rf*f^ f/^f toe Strength,* tho $ ?tfc 

Reafon, of Mankind, was ttndohbtedlj ?* fy* 
fide. 

Neither is there any great wonder Jn, all 

this. Strata the Natural Philofpp'per was 

much in the right wpen he obfery'd, Th#t 

the Baph t and the We$s were much more ftm~ 

cied, thy* the making a Campaign, People 

don't cane for (training up an Afcent, nor 

travelling in a rugged Path ; A Road that's 

open anjl unfatiguing has always mptfc 

Company, Ijlur then cbeMultitude are lit-, 

tie tnorft than fo many Nofes .• They have 

N/tmbefJi$ut no grealj \yejgbt in them. Peh- 

(^c/ f are^ucb more common ihinj^ywondf. 

iobTm. ^qd'tjaWo old Saying, that the bad 5 ° *r? 

"^^ dc alivays tJtehl,ijority. '''To agree with the MhI- 

c i. tittt'de\ if an Argument of a wrong Choice, 

iiiiEp. il Thinzr .extraordinary in Value, are not 

tlicijflf^: Neither was the World ever in 

vitu^ fo Da Ppyj a Condition^ as that X\\p B e fi " 

**. '' Pra&ioeSj, fhould be follow 'd by th$Mo$. 

2dTy. AstheStoJek's made the Ieaft Body 

in the Fipld, fo.feveral of thenr changed 

their' fjdc, and went over ta'ojtJjer;P«r*j;jt 

particularly to the Ef icurean^ whereas pa 

the contrary, very few Deferte^ ip, them. 

■■•'' XWi 
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This Obfedioh fo^ofing the VaU true; 
bz* at little weight in't as the former. 
When ati Argument proves too much 'tis 
irlrt it Gun over-charg'd, and recoil upon 
him* tfist moots lrft< 

'I remember Caiifa ,4 an Athenian »♦. *••"«■ 

* 8trwHpet bad the Impudence to (ell Sacra- 

* nii that her P'rorefliort was better than his 5 
.' there 1 was more Fbfee and Perflkllori ivtx 

* (he faid r for 'was more than he could do 

* to d**w off any of her Gnejis: But 'twas 
' is bet Power to trim his School, skid leave 
' bim little mote than the Walls to talk to 

* when (he had a mind to't. Socrates repli- 
ed,^ that might very welt be : Tor Philofophy 

MM lik« tftggteg up the HiB, and wentfonte- 
Whti agkinft the Urain t Whereas Lewdnefs, 
Wtk r^Sing dovntoards ^ and the Motion might 
few ttift at prefittt, tho* a Man broke his 
BofceV at the Bottom; Pleafttre lies upon 
ft ttefcent, but the way tb Virtue has a con* 
triry Situation t And fince the Biafs of 
Mankind leans towards Vice 5 Tis no won- 
der to find- People revolt' from Difcipline, 
fltod go-oVcrto the tobfeft 2)*5te«r.r. 

-But.ftr^ber ? rfs alledged, fbaf a great 
nwny^wha ftood firm to t\\$;$toieal Phtlo- 







profelfc# Thcf iad fbeN*** and the 
2&ftfJ*t)af ntfthf^ of • tbe Regularity of 

■"■■■• *» " C4 ^heir 



"**i 



28 Gataker's Preliminary . 

their Dtjlinftion: Their Tongues Mrertiaot 
all of a piece* They tglk'd like People of 
their own Se&> but tafted like Epicwrttxs. 
For tW^slnqcmfiftenq^ : of Pra&icc fttid Bre- 

t!t^ n ***tio*, they are handforaely " lalh'd by 

one, ac aiib. Luci** and fe veral Others. 

Nov/ this Charge has nothing new ift't, 
neither djoes it bear particularly againft the 
Stoicks. For. among aJl forts of Periuafions, 
we may meet with enough that are meer 

i6 Lam. l Jn&rumtpU and ,6 Organs in their fcefinefe, 

«. &i. 7. jj£ e J/^/ an d Trumpet they enter t at* thtfom* 

fany, bnt not them/hlpe* ; f Apr aw £e M*j&£, 

but they don't beark*. The Stoic fa fyefp 

not the only People in the World, th^t bad 

their Tongues tipt with Philofopbjr* %nd 

not one jotof Good in them befrde* Even 

in the firft Fervours of Chriftianify* £hc 

Apoftles complained there were forae who 

17TiM.i6.faid onft thing, and did -another. Wha' 7 pr*r 

ft/fed to know Go d, bat inJVorks theyAekkd 

ff™ 5* hint, » who had a Fow* of, Godlimfs,rl>*t 

„ judc v. 4 denied the'Pvwer thereof. Who tUrm4??fU 

Grace ofGod into LafcwidMfaeft :Who nt$d* 

V??*?6 4 ° *fc tftheitlibertyfot *,€&oak ofMalkmf- 
41 per. Ep. ' jy^/} ; wh9* x ftomife<%-pthpts jfcib&tjkiAnd 
yoere tbemf elves. th$ Servants of Cofrvptimit 
Now Ywoyld be veryimje^onable to { uiake 
a Judgment of the Cbrfffittb Religion. ftQB\ 
the Misbehaviour of fqch Jfyien. $u<$rMeij 
I fay, as woald have been a fcandal to 1 

much 
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much lower Injtitution $ . And, as our Em- : 
pettier «* fpeaks, were rather Vlcert % tbau££j£ u 
Members of a Societt. Crates *' the Pbilor ♦» t * e "- 
fopher ufcd to fay, that aQood Pomgranate, 16, 
wm feldom vntbont a rotten Kernel 5 An4 
Vkrro is much to the fame Purpofe, where 
hfr fays, that it mujl be ** a rare Field «f ♦j,*"^* 
Corn that has not a Wafted Ear int. Nay, NoB " 
even in our * r lord's Husbandry the 7*w 4, m«. .». 
grow up with the reft of the Crop, and -*'• ' 7 ' 
yet to judge of all the Grain by the Quali- 
ty of the Weed*, would be a very undiftin- 
goilhing Condufion. ) 

Andlaftty, Whereas 'tis objected, that 
thegreateft part even of the nloft Eminent 
of this Sedf have not exactly come up to . 
their own Precepts $ But in fome Inftancef 
at leaft, have fallen (hort of that Rule they 
took- 'the Liberty to make themfelves. 
- ; I& anfwer to this, I defire to know whe- 
tber thofe who are Christians in earneft 
don'tfometitne* warp in their Pra&ice, and 
ftatt how and then from the InfUtution^ 
Tbofe who in Sr. Pant's Language were Pit* 
lots cfthe 4b Church* and in the moft fi^ni- 46 Gai.t.>. 
ficant Senfe too,- have without Exception! 

dedartt, that 47 f* many y things we of end att, * 7 Jam - 5 2 ' 
And St. John affures us, that if \&e A% fa*we#]*^v*. % 
hioe #*/!*+ we deceive our /elites, and the ltQ * u v ' % 



Truth is not in us. Even the Apofiles them- 
fclv^s who had the Benefit of our Saviour's 
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Inftruftion and, Example, were not without 
St full: th «r 4 > Failing*. And therefore 'tis the kfs 
wonder to find the highcft PretenderilA- 
mong the Heathens, to forget theraifehrte 
a little, and deep over- their Philofophy.'thc 
s Oracle never delivered a greater Troth f bah 
that of MfctylW) where he tells us that: 

• '■• ■ .*. ..•■«».. 

51 Since dp ...... 

£ **• -'• ; As for the Spoickf, they *' ne'er pretend- 
ed themfelves.jbia enough fer their Ppecth 
iktions, or that their Zifttr were an ftttft 
Counterpart of what they #<«gA/. 'TifArne, 
they made a Beautiful Scheme, and fetjrfu 
Rule high; But this was chiefly tQ,po$ 
People upon doing their Beft, to awafcen 
fnduftry and encourage .Imitations , : v. 
1 And yet after all, the Stoicsl PbHcfofy 
has produced great Examples of Virtue in 

f;veral Ages.", Some of thisPerfuafioa hart* 
een remar&aHy confiftcnt with theif Co- 
nfines, and' held out to the length of tfceb 
Principles. /.fad that not only By Fi%atti 
BrQken Intervals^ but by a conftapt. «a& 
1 ynintermpted Regularity. Amongfttfcoft 
we {hall mention Zeuo firft, in Honour .of 
whofe Memory there waf.qn ExtraetdinaV 
ry #fo palbpy the Smtfe of <&&#*, *& 
Kefilvd)^ tl ■ r $ ...... .-. rU'-s'.. 

♦That 
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* That in * ' Confideration of the great IL*^*- 
f Merit pf &av 9 Virtue, the Confiftency 
c of his Precept nod Pra&ice, and the noble 
« Example he fet the World, Thk Btufi has 
' ^hpnght $t to qrdsr hist » S<atue of Braft, 
.* with a Qolden Cf own 00 the Head on't j 
f to cre# hjra a Tomb at the Publick 

* Chvge, ornamented withi two Pillars, 

* with the l»fm}ti<w of this Vote upon each 

* of them. ; 

£?«# the (fW/ of this C/^tt, had feveral 
Crojneqt Diftipfc| who in their refpe&ive 
Tf iqaes werfc r^niarkaJak Inftaoces of Virtue* 
in all the par$ of a Good Life 5 and hew 
Waving thpfo who were Phjlofophers by 
Pr9^efet> t i fljall mention feme of great 
Qqpty, an r 4 RisM* 5 As Grt» Vticenjhy 
^4*vf&K ^ef^ashidmn Prifcus, and more 
ejpeciajl jr pju £ wperour Mwaw Antomnm y 
woo is (£}&. ©cftafion of the prefent Di- 
lcburfe. 

i?rom tfwPJrilofbphy of the «SW«&/, let 
us proce^ tp;thofe Ai^trhors. tbat deli ver'd 
k, and by. whom the foigtff is treacled 'at 
large. Atnpngft thefe 2<y»<v and Chiyfopu* 
wete the ipep confiderable. The firu was si cicer. & 
#»unde* of tjie &«, and bailed the Prince it Deo " 
4*4 Father of $fie.St*icks+ tyVTully^Stra-^^ 
fa and " £W«*. The other was a very foe- «* de 
cefeful Champion, and added a great deal t*>w*- 
of Strength, andPefcncetothcfirftP/^.-E'u. 
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Infomuch that it was commonly faid, Tha 

x£*T % ZcnoV Cloyfier %€ muji have tumbled* had it 

V not been Buttrefsd up by Chry (ippus. Bbtlj 

thefe Philofophers were vary Voluminous 

,/ Writers 5 Chryfippus is faid to have left no 

57 fam. Jefs, then * 7 feven hundred and five TraSs 

behind hira^But neither of them have hid 

the good luck to ftand the (hock of Timfej 

nor indeed have we fo much as any oh$ 

Volume of the firftfo of the fe Sages, come 

to our Hands; There art only fome fiygr 

ments of them remaining!*! Phtatth, Cftf- 

,8 piut. m fen, Laertius, and7*^.^The firft ,f HkU 

JSant"dc ways, and the fecond " for the moft part, 

£™£™ dc their Enemy ; The third ~ is but a bare 

p "££ njn Reporter, and the laft fl DHbiitts tbt Ouc r 

lib. de Do g n - (Hon on both lides. Tis trai, We"' had;V 

S£ JX little better Fortune afterwird*iThe Wm 

Timtu of fome later Philofophers M this Prf**)?- 

lib Z- T **jhave reach'dus* Andtbofe are, &*rrjL 

Acad. Tv£-bpicfetHs r and our bmperour. 

tdtlf!?. r iOf thefe three, *W*i»ttffirftinT^ 

Dcor - but in fltyOpiniofrv' the leaft in Value, ana 

Mdrit: Tis granted, he has a great many 

62 QuinnL ^.finning Sentences, his Preempts are admfc 

££#.. rable, his Manner Noble, and his way of 

Arguing very Acute in many Places: fti* 

deed he deferves to be read by- the moft f^ 

rious Profeffionfras well as others ; butthei) 

this ought to be done with fomewhat of 

Care and Caution. For to be free with 

him, 
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him, he is not Uniform, and all of a Piece. 
t don't mean his Life, tho* Dion Cajjlus 
taxes him upon this Score* as if he wrote 
M opt way, and lived another. No, 'tis bis&™*?* 
Books that I fpeak to; And here, howful-&ph& 
fomely does he flourilh upon that heavy 
Emperor Claudian : *+ And to pafs his Flat-«4 m con. 
tery the better, makes his Compliment toSft*- 
that fcandalous Tool of a Court ierPolybius? 
But thefe good Words, were all given while 
Claudius was living 5 for when the Empe- 
rour was once deid, he palts his Memory 
" to fome purpofe 5 and falls upon him 6$ln « A)ri . 
with all the Violence of Satyr imaginable, j^* 11 "- 
To go on: How does he contradifi: himfelf 
about the State of the Soul after Death >/ 
One while he makes her (hoot the Gulph, 
and • ' mount the Skies, without the leaft** ah. l u . 
Damage : at another time (he is little bet- ?<! piiy" 2 ' 
ter with him than a Wax %1 Candle : Fot23Sj2£ 
when the Matter is once fpent, the Vital^ ioX •«■*• 
Flame finks in the Socket, and all the pre- «/*<*• in- 
tended Immortality is over. Sometimes he" Ep 54 ' 
bears hard upon Epicurus, cenfures his Wri- 
tings, and ladies him for his Liberty fevere- 
ly: Oils 48 him a Man of an Abje& , and"**-**- 
Scandalous Temper, perfe&ly ridden by hk c p 4 *' 
Appetite, fitter for a Cook, than "a Philofo-< 9Ep9l9: 
psKr $t and that his School 7 ° taught nothing but 7Q j p .*. 
Luxury and Pleafure. But his angry Hu- 

mour docs not laft always : For upon ano- 
ther 
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ther occafion, (it may be tcr carry FWotif 

with bis Friend Ludlius, wbw Was att id- 

mirerofthis&tf }) be comes round again, 

and not only excufes Eptcutw, wipe* due 

g*^ bis Infamy, " and Blanches his 7> Repot* 

jn 5 De v,1. tion ) bur likewife gives him a great Ghs** 

bettx * u rafter, fays bis Principle* are ReffialMfle 
yi iwd. fo,. » j^, Vc am j p; rt/j and if you exatofrje' 

them nicely, for Martificdtian too. Arid 1 

laftly, he is fometimes guilty of the feitae* 

Trifling, which he finds fault with in 2k* 

EffUS" *o and Ckrjfipptf. He is< 74 Gay fometime¥ 

io.c t! when be mould be Solemn, and FloorHBes 

N^Aak when he (hould ftrike home. He mattes' a 

SS."P»ft with a Pwr, and rather pricks aVSdbi 

«£*»*- je& tnai j pi erce8 it. He gives you fometiraW 

a turn of Fancy, inftead of Solid' forbttf j 

His Notions are now and then fofuperlirJiL 

that the leaft Refiftance turns the Edge" «tf 

them. They have generally a Points b&t 

no Weight of Body for Execution. _Tbf»' 

may be looked on as an Excefs of clear Deal-- 

ing 5 but I am not the firft that have iakeW 

this Freedom with Sensed v feveral Grtat' 

Men have pafs'd the fame Judgment 1 upon 

him long (face. However I defire ndt t6 { 

be underftood as if Ihad a mind to^deV 

trad from the Worth,' or difcourag^ ibe 

Reading of this Philbfopherj who was W£ 

ally a Perfon of an extraordinary Genittty 

and has always bad Men of Senfe and Le*r*- • 

ning 
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ning to admire him. My meaning is only 
to (hew, that this Roman failed a little in 
the Points of Gravity and Fortitude, fo 
peculiar to the Stoicks : And that Epi&etus, 
and Mar chs Ant minus out-did him, both in 
their Pens and their Pra&ice. Thefe two 
Perfons, tho* in contrary Stations, and in 
the Remoteft pittance of Circumftances 
imaginable : The one being a poor Slave, 
and the other the greateft Monarch in the 
ZJniverfe. Thefe two Perfons, I fay, have 
ihew'd the Force of the &<*c*/ Philofophy 5 
and how ftrongly it Operates under all Di- 
verfi ties of Condition; And that not only 
by a Comprehenfive Body of Refined Mo- 
rality in their Writings, but alfo by an II- 
loftrious Example every way agreeable to 
theNoblenefs of the Precepts delivered. 

Thus far I have Tranflated the Learned 
Gataker, who proceeds in his Prolegomena, 
to draw a Parallel between the Do&rines of 
ourBleffed Saviour \ and thofe 0/Marcus Anto- 
ninul in man} conjiderable Inflames, infomuch 
that one wond imagine the Emperor had Tran- 
scribed part of his Philofophy from the four 
Evange lifts : But this IjhaU rather leave to 
the Readfei*/ Coffeffion, than prefent him with 
that before-hand^ which % tu likely he may with 
more Satisfa&iom difcover for himfelf The 
reft of Gataker'/ lntrodu&ive Difcourfe is 
foreign to o*r Pnrpofe 9 and therefore I JbaU go 
on wit h it no fart htr. THE 
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THE 







Of the EMPEROUR. 

Marcus Aurelius Antoninus* 

— — - . i 

Tranflated from the French Original 
of Monfieur D'a'cier, and fupport- 
cd by the Authorities Collected 
by Dr. Stanhope. 

AFter the Death of Julius Cafar, the 
Roman Empire fell under the moft 
different Adminiftrations imaginable : The 
Famous Triumvirate^ together with the 
Reigns of Caligula, Nero, and Domitian, (at 
heavy upon the People, and made them 
fenfible of the moft Tyrannical Exercifes 
of Power : The Empefours AHguJlw, Vtf- 
pajian, Trajan, Adrian, and Antoninm Piuf, 
were quite 6f another Temper, and made 
the Government remarkable for Juftice and 
Clemency* At that time of Day thofe Prin- 
ces were look'd on as extraordinary in their 

D kind* 
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kind, and to have been perfeft Examples 
of Virtue, and Vice. But God, who fends 
Go vernours according as he intends to pro- 
fper or punifli a Nation, was pleas'a to 
make it apparent, that the good Qualities 
of the firft Ctfars were but faint Refem- 
blances of thofe in Marcus Aureliw. In 
earneft, we may venture to fay that Pro- 
vidence proportion'd the Conduft of this 
Prince, to the Calamities of his Reign, The 
Times were never fo Tempeftuous, nor the 
State fo Diftrefs'd before : So that Human- 
ly fpeaking, nothing lefs than fuch a Per- 
fbn at the Helm, could have preferv'd it. 
If the Reader expe&s a Hiftory of Court In- 
trigues, and Politick Maxims, he'l be dis- 
appointed : For I am now to write the Life 
of a Royal Philofopher 5 that is of an Em* 
perour who was made up of Truth, Ho- 
nefty, and Religion, and who'fcortfd to 
be govern'd by any other Rule, than that 
of Reafon and Juftice. 

The Family of Marcus Aurdius was one 
of the mod Noble and Illuftrious in all Ita- 
•juicapit. ly m * By his Father Annlus Ferus i he was 
tTpnetor defcended from Nxtta, King, and Succetfbr 
^ zt $™l to Romulus. His Great Grandfather was 
Nawre of a Pr£tor f and Senator, and his Grandfather 
JStef b« thrice Conful and Governour of Rome. Hi* 
eTboSTn Father died in his Pretorjhip and left Iffue 
A^wity nd A* m Cormjkk } and Jmtdfu Varus, who is 

the 
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the fame with our Marcus Aurelius 5 his 
Aunt, or Father's Sifter, Anna Galeria J?an- 
fiinai was married to the Empefour An± 
toninub Pius. So much for his Father's Fa- 
mily : His Mother Domitia Calvilla Lttcil- 
la, was extra&ed from Malennius, a Prince 
of the Salentines : * She was Daughter to • the t e r : 
CdvifiusTulI**, who had been twice Con- ^ £ % 
ful, and Grand-daughter to CatiUus Seve-^l" °**- 
tus who had likewife been twice Conful and 
Governour of Rome. 

Marcus Aurelius was born at Mount Celi- 
#s, the i;jth of April, f in the Second Con- 1 An. doa: 
fuKhip of his Mother's Grandfather, and X ^ 
from him had the Name of Cat Mu* Severn. 
Afterwards the Emperour Adrian call'd him 
Annins Verijjimui i in allufion to his Difpo- 
fition 5 and the remarkable regard he fo 
early difcover'd for Hortefty, arid Truth. 
(| But after his Miriority was fomewhat b dio: 
worn off, and he was admitted to put on 
a Mans Habit, * He took the Name of h\s» T <& 
Family, and was ca\YdAnni#s Verus, till viliu-€ 
he was Adopted by the Emperour Antoni- 
nus Viut^ and tranfplanted into the Fami- 
ly of the Aureliiy from which time he was 
known by the Name of Marcus Anrelius. 
Being very young when his Father died, 
he wa9 removed to his Grandfather 5 Whc* 
took fuch care of his Education; that as, 
foon as he was big enough to appear out of 
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the Nurfery, he put him into the Hands of 
a Governour of great Merit and Integrity 5 
and procur'd him the beft Mafiers tor aH 
the Improvements of Youth. Euphorion 
taught him to Read, and Gentinus a Player 
to pronounce Gracefully. And Andro was 
pitch'd upon to inftruft him inMufick, and 
Mathematicks. He learned Grammar for 
the Greek Tongue of Alexander, and for 
the Latin of Trofius Aper y Pollio, and Euti- 
chins Prod ms. His Greek Rbetorick Mafters, 
were Annius Marcus, Caninius Celer, and He- 
rode 3 and Cornell** Pronto did him the 
famfi Service in Latin. But being of an ele- 
vated and noble Genius, and having a Pat- 
lion for nothing but Reality and Truth, he 
fpent net much time in thefe Studies 5 but 
pafs'd on to a more fignificant and neceffa- 
ry part of Learning, and applied himfelf 
wholly to the Stoick Philofophy. For this 
purpofe he entertain'd Sextus Ctxeronenffs, 
Plutarch's Granfon 9 Junius Rufticus, Claudius 
Maximus, zndCinna Catulus, who were the 
moft Eminent &<wV&r of that Age. He like- 
wife had the Affiftance of Claudius Severus, 
a great Peripatetick Philofopher. 

He always paid a great Regard to his 
Preceptors, as being fully fenfible of the Ad- 
vantages of Education, and of the Value of 
that Pains which had been taken with him. 
This acknowledging Temper work'd fofar 
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that he ere&ed Statues for Fronto, and 
RufticHs% which RufticHs, and Procultis, an- 
other of his Matters, He rais'd to theCon- 
fuMhip: * And the latter having no great ^J^ 
Fortune, he furnifh'd him with Mony to ^ G^ern- 
live up to theGrandeur of hisOffive :f And t^itoi. 
as for RufticuS) he.always did him the Ho- 
nour to Salute him before theCiptain of 
the Guards. But this was not all. For be- 
ing convinced, that Money and Preferment, . 
were no fufficient Return for Senfe and 
Principles, which latter Advantages being 
either the firft Growth, or at leaft the Im- 
provements of Inftruftion 5 he was willing 
to let the World know how much be was 
indebted to the Care of thefe Great Men : 
The fatisfymg of this Obligation was the 
Principal Motive which put him upon 
Writing his admirable Meditations. An ex- 
traordinary piece of Gratitude This$ which 
as 'twas an Original in him, fo nobody 
fince has had the Ingenuity to Copy after 
it. When People have any good Qualities, 
they are apt to thank themfelves for. the 
getting them. To impute their Virtue to 
the Afliftance of another, is the way, they 
fancy to tarnifla the Luftre, and lofe the 
Credit on't. But Marcus Aurelius was air- 
ways a declared Enemy to this fort of Self- 
Love : This Impartiality of Temper made 
\\\s> AckaOwkdgraents run high, and treat 
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his Mafters almoft with the fame Refpeflt 
he did his Deities. For after their Death he 
ere&ed them Statues of Gold among his Do~ 
ptejlick Gods, made frequent Vifits to their 
Tombs, and there honour'd them with the 
# The *?r* Solemnity of Sacrifices and Flowers. * 

mans us dt© * i /* i * i r T\t *t r 9 

ftrcw bs t of "nee t Advantages of Pbtlojaph} 

tkofe th°ey confift in PraSice j it muft be confefs'd that 

IS f2T to perf eft the Chara&er of a good Prince, 

« Ftowei" **e ft° u W not be unacquainted with the 

Meafures of Jit/tice, which are fo fervicc- 

able to the Publick Intereft : Marcus Ah~ 

relius took care not to negleft fo (ignificant 

a part of Knowledge, he took considerable 

pains in the ftudy of the Lan> 9 in which he 

was inftru&ed b / L. Volufius Mecianus, the 

aSSmii !tno ^ a ^' e lawyer of his Time* f 
Mir.cncim. He was a Favourite of Adrians front 
prat '* his very Infancy, who loved to have him 
always at his Court, thisEmperour prefent- 
ed him with a Horfe qpoa the Publick 
tS^uus Charge, || when he was but fix Years old* 
^k/nd 5 o a8an honour which had never been fo early 
Kmght- beftow'd upon any one before. 
** dt '' And it being theCuftom among the Rch 
ntans for young Perfons of Quality to paff 
through the Priefthood, in order to quali- 
fy theirffelves for State-Employment, hs 
was admitted one of the Salii, that is a 
; capftoL Prieft of Mars. * And in this Bufinefs he 

was fo far from behaving himfelf as other 

young 
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young People do, in an Office, Which they 
look upon only as a Title, and Qualificati- 
on for fome other ftiorc confiderable Pro- 
motion 5 No, he perform'd all the parts of 
the Fun&ion with that Conftancy and Ex- 
aftneft, as if this Pofi had been the utmoft 
of his Ambition. This Application made 
him Mafter of theAfir/dfr,. and Head of the 
Order, fo that during his being there, all 
thofe who were cither entred into this So- 
ciety or difmifs'd it, were always admitted, 
or difchargM by him. And at thefe So- 
lemnities there was no need of a Prompter 
toaffift him, for he had all the Holy Forms, 
and Ceremonies by heart. And thus he 
pra&ifed betimes one of his own Maxims, 

10 do every thing according to the Rules of 
^Art, and with the utmoft Improvement. Twas 
in this Society that he received the firft Pre- 
fages of his coming to the Throne / For the 
Priefts according toGuftom throwing Gar- 
lands of Flowers upon Maris Statue, laid 
upon a Couch of State, that which was 
thrown by Mar ens Aurelins fell as exa&ly 
upon the Head of this pretended Deity, as 
if it had been put on by a Man's Hand 5 
Now the Crowning of this Statue was the 
peculiar Privilege of the Emperour, 

At fifteen Years of Age he put on his 
Mans Habit ; * and by Adrian's Order had • r^ 
tji6 paugty*r QfL.CeioniHsCommodns conr yir ^ 
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traded to him. Notlotfg after he was tr lift- 
ed with the Government of Rome, during 
the Abfence of the Confute, who went to 
Meuvt Alba to keep the Latin-Holydijs $ 
riMtoto.t # ln this Poft of Authority he behaved 
ti: L by t hI ar him&lf with the Gravity of an Old Magi- 
VZl u^on ftrate 5 And reprefented the Emperpur with 
Centred great Dignity, and Prudence. J | 
l ^Zt t His Sifter Anna Cormficia was married to 
* c ;. P!° n Numidius Shtadratus \ and that her Husband 

Halic lib. 4. • . . vs. m ? ^ r 

» capitoi. might not upbraid this Lady with want of 
Fortune, he gave her all his Paternal E- 
ftate • And alfo gave his Mother the Li- 
berty of adding what part of her ownSet- 

?**• tlement (he pleas'd. * 

He was not without fome Fancy for the 
Pencil, and for this Stqdy Diognetus was 
his Mafter, aPerfon eminent both for Paint* 

t 1 * ing, and Philofophy. f 

He loved Wreftling, Foot-Races, Tennis, 

nd - and Hunting, j| not fo much for the fake of 
the Diverfion, as becaufe he look'd upon 

them as a fort of innocent Prefervatives of 

■ * 

Health. Nay he went fomewhat farther, 
and was of Socrates and Ariftippus's Opini- 
on, that the Exercife of the Limbs was not 
untraceable to Virtue it felf. Before his 
Conftitution was weaken'd with Fatiguin) 
and conftaritBufinefs, he ufed Hunting, am 
would frequently ride fingly at the biggeft 
Wild Boars, and attack them with great 
^ " '"• - > : PextQ 
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Dexterity and Courage. * But his Paffion # Dia 
for Philofophy, got the Attendant, and 
made him cool in other Diverfions. This 
Paffion feiz'd hira fo ftrongly in his very 
Infancy, that when he was but twelve 
Years Old, he put on the Habit of the 
Stoick Philofophers, f pra&iYd their Au-tcapkoi 
fterities, and lay upon the Ground with 
nothing but his Cloak under him. And his 
Mother had all the Difficulty imaginable, 
to perfuade him to lie upon a boarded Bed, 
tho' it had nothing but a few Skins thrown 
over it. Nature (eem'd to have made him 
on purpofe to reftore and encourage that 
Philofophy, which had always been moft 
firm to the Intereft of Virtue. For even in 
his Childhood the Equality and Gravity of 
his Temper was fuch, that neither Pleafure 
nor Uneafinefs could ever make him fo 
much as change Countenance. * But then • i<t 
this Gravity haying no mixture of Morofe- 
nefs, was not at all troiiblefome to his 
Friends, nor to thofe who had Bufinefs 
with him : To do him Juftice 5 his good 
Qualities ne'er run out into Excefs 5 his Pru- 
dence in Converfation was without Pride, 
and his Complaifance without Meannefs. 

Adrian having loft Ceionius Commodns^ 
f whom he had Adopted for the Empire, t ap-wi. 
and J>eing in queft of one to fupply hisSS** 1 
PJ#ce, Mwchs Axrelitu came into his Mind, 
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but finding him too Young, for then he wis 
fcarcely Eighteen, the Emperour adopted 
Antoninus Pins, but with this Provifo, that 
he fliould adopt Marcus Aurellns y and JL 
Verus, Son of Commodus lately deceas'd. And 
thus Marcus Aurelluswas Adopted at Eigh- 

?*m. teen Years old - t The Ni S ht before this 
*»• Honour, he dream'd his Hands and Shoul- 
ders were made of Ivory 3 and upon trial 
whether they would bear any great Bur* 
then, he found them much ftronger than 
formerly. 

The News of his being Adopted did but 
difturb him $ And when his Domefticks 
ask'd him how he could receive an Honour 
of that Bulk, ' with fuch an Air of Diffatis- 
fa&ion 5 He made them a long Difcourfe 
concerning the Misfortunes wnich perpetu* 
ally attend a Royal Station. 
Some few Days after his Adoption, J* 
L s *!& dn** went into the Senate, || and moved 
that his want of Age for the Office of £&*> 
jior might be difpens'd with 3 This was the 
Jaft Favour he receiv'd of this Emperour, 
who died foon after at BaU. Marcus Ah* 
rtllus made him a Magnificent Funeral 5 
And brought the Gladiators into the Ampbi* 
tUaters to fight in honour of the Deceas'd. 
After Adrian's Death, Antoninus Pius 
broke the Contraft which Marcus Aurelius 
in Obedience to the late Emperour had 

made 
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made with the Daughter of Lucius Conwto- 
' dus, and offerM hitn his own Daughter 
Fauftina^ precontracted to Verus 5 But Virus 
- being too young to be Married, the Empe- 
rour made Choice of Marcus Aurelius 9 
whom after his having been j£//e/?0r he pre- 
ferred to the Confulfhip, tho the Laws were 
fomewhat ftrain'd in his Favour: He like- 
wife gave him the Title of C<efar, * mada* An - *** 
him Colonel of one of the fix Companies I49 ' 
of Knights^ and was prefent at the Shews 
furnifti'd out by Marcus and his Fellow- 
Officers. He forc'd all the Honourable Di* 
ftin&ions of a Prince upon him, and by an 
Order of the Senate had him admitted into 
the College of the High-Priefts. 

Marcus Aurelius being conftrain'd in his 
Genius, and rather burthen'd than pleas'd 
with his Promotion 3 was obligM to be 
conftantly at the Council Boards to qualify 
himfelf for the Fundions of Government, 
but all this forcing did but increafe his In- 
clination for Philofophy, in which he fpent 
all the time he could (pare out of Publick 
Bufinefs : This Paffion of his for the ftudy 
of Wifdom^ was not a little promoted by 
the Emperour Antoninus Pius : Who befides 
the engaging him farther by his own Ex- 
ample, fent for the famous ApoUonius of 
Chalcis from Athens 5 now the Converfati- 
on of this Stoick Pfafiofophcr was not un- 
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ftrviceable to the young Prince. And 
I can't omit the relating a Paffage, the odd- 
oefs of which will help us to underftand 
the Temper both of the Philofopher, and 
the Emperour. As foon as Apollonius was 
arriv'd at Rome, Antoninus Pius fent him 
Word, That he might come to Court as foon dt 
he pleas' d, and his Scholar fbould be put into 
• capitouin his Hands. * To this Meffage the Philofo- 
pher reply'd ; That 'twas the Scholars Bu£- 
wefs to wait upon his Mafter, and not the Mc- 
fiets to run after the Scholar. This Anfwer 
being carried to the Emperour, he only 
Cnird at it, and faid, That Apollonius, he 
perceiv'd, found lefs trouble in his Journey 
from Athens to Rome, than in walking from 
his Inn to the Palace : This was all the No- 
tice he took of Apollonius' & Freak, and feat 
Marcus Aurelius to his Lodgings. 

About this time the young Prince loft 
his Governour. The Death of this Perfon 
touched him fo fenfibly, that he forgot his 
ufual Fortitude, and Ihed Tears upon the 
Occafion. And when fome of the.Court 
rallied upon him, as if he had given way 
to an Inconfiftency, the Emperour replied, 
Pray give him leave to be a Man, Nature wiif 
have itsCourfe in fome meafure^ infpight bpth 
ofEmpire r and Philofophy. 

He married Faujiina two Years after 
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extraordinary Beauty, but of too airy a 
Temper to be any great Bleffing to her 
Husband 5 (he was for living by her Mo- 
thers Example, and getting Beatix to ad- 
mire her Perfon : As for the Gharms of 
Marcus Amelias, (he underftood nothing 
of them, nor had any Relilh for fo much 
Wifdom and Regularity, He had a Daugh- 
ter by her the firft Year after he was mar- 
ried, at which time he had alfo the Tribu- 
nician and Proconsular Authority, which 
were commonly the fole Prerogatives of 
the Imperial Crown. 

To this Dignity and Grandeur, the Senate 
added another extraordinary Privilege, 
firft invented for Auguftm % but much en- 
larged in the fucceedins Reigns : By the 
Roman Law no AH could pafs in the Senate 
unlefs the Conful, who was the Principal 
Member , brought in the Bill: * For 'twas ^]^*£ 
his Prerogative to make the firft Propofaliwwi. 111 
of the Matter. The Confuls relinquifh'd 
this Right in favour of Auguftus, and by 
a formal A& empowered him to make his 
Report, as they call'd it, every Day in the 
Senate 5 that is to move, or propofe the 
paffing what he had a mind to, every Day 
of their Sitting. 

But when People have once begun to 
Flatter, and Complement away their Pri- 
vileges, 'tis a difficult Point to make a Halt, 

and v 
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and keep within Bounds. Thus this Prfc 
vilege granted to Auguftus of Moving fo* 
a new A8 once a Day, was afterwards Imf- 
prov'd to fucceeding Emperours, and 
mounted to the Liberty of bringing io 
three, four or five diftinft BiBs in the fame 
compafs of Time ; and Marcus Aurelius had 
it in the laft, and largeft Extent. Now this 
Prerogative carried fuch a vaft weight of 
Power along with it 3 that 'twas enough of 
it felf to make all the Sejjionsof the Senate 
inffgnificant. 
But as it happen'd this Authority was 
t capitoi lodg'd in the%eft Hands imaginable, f For 
all the ufe Marcus Aurelius made of it was 
only to maintain the Liberties, and pro* 
mote the Happinefs of the People. 

Farther 5 He never abus'd the Intereft be 
had with the Emperour, who prefefd notie 
but thofe of his Recommendation 5 for he 
was always very careful never to mention 
any but fuch as were well qualified for 
their refpe&ive Employments. And heft 
we may obferve, that his Submiffions to 
the Emperour always kept pace with the 
Growth of his own Authority : For hecon* 
ftantly paid his Imperial Majefty the feme 
Regard as if himfelf had been no more than 
a private P£rfon : Indeed his AfFedion to 
the Emperour feem'd daily to encreafe up* 
on him * For during his three and twenty 

Year* 
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Years at Court he never left him, nor (b 

much as lay abroad above two Nights. * 

This clofe Attendance, together with all 

the Marks of Tendernefs and Regard, made 

fo ftrong an Impreffion upon Antoninus 

Pius, that he would never liften to the 

Suggeftions of thofe who endeavour'd to 

create a Jealoufy againft Marcus Aurelius, 

and put him upon fufpe&ing the Reality 

of his AfFe&ion. One day when he was 

walking in the Garden with one of his 

Courtiers, and feeing Lucilla, Marcus Jure* 

lius's Mother* on her Knees in a private 

Place before Apollos Statue $ the Gentleman 

whifpers him in the Ear, what do you think % 

Sir y lays he, that Lady isfo earneji in her De- 
vot ions for $ Jbes begging Apollo, that your 
Majefiy may trip off, and that her Son may 
govern in your Place. This Sen ten ce, which 
had they had a Tyrant to deal with, might 
have been fatal both to Mother and Son, 
was difregarded by the Emperour, who 
was too well aflur'd of the Good-faith and 
Erobity of Marcus Aurelius 9 to believe any 
Report to his Difadvantage. The good 
Underftanding between thefe two Princes, 
continued without the lead coolnefs till the 
Death of Antoninus ; who falling fick at 
Lorium, and perceiving himfelf paft hopes 
of Recovery 5 order'd his Captains of the 
Guards, Principal Officers, and thofe he 

could 
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could confide in, to be brought into his 
•capitoi. Bed-chamber, * And before this Company 
he confirmed the Adoption of Marcus An- 
relix/y naming him for his fole Succeffor, 
without any mention of Vents: And the 
Commander in Chief coming to receive 
Orders, he gave him Equanimity for the 
Word^ letting them underftand, that by 
leaving fuch a Succeffor, they had all they 
could reafonably wifh for. Immediately 
after this, he order'd the Golden Fortune 
to be carried into Marcus Aurelius's Apart- 
, ment: Now this Statue was look'd on as 
an Omen of good Luck, and a kind of Pub- 
lick Security, and was always kept in the 
Emperour's Bed-chamber. 

After the Death of this Prince the &- 
nate prevailed with Marcus Aurelius to take 
•An.Dom the Government upon him. * And here 
theAfirft Ad of his Imperial Authority was 
to grant it to an Affijiant 5 for he made £*- 
cms Verus his Partner, gave him the 2W- 
buniclan Power •, the Title of Emperour, and 
an equal (hare with himfelf in the Adini- 
t capitoi. niftration. f This was the firft time Rome 
was ever govern'd by two Sovereigns. A 
fight extraordinary enough in any place, 
especially in a Town where the Choice of 
a fingle Prince, had often occafiooM fo 
much Confufion and Blood-fhed. 

The 
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The fame day Marcus Aurelius took the 
Name of Antoninus \ and gave it to bis 
Colleague Ferns, to whom he contra&ed 
iiis Daughter LuciUa. || And as a mark of ■ SSL, 
their Satisfaction in this Alliance and the » NotU - 
'oodCorrefpondence bet ween them $ they 
fettled a confiderable Fund for the fupport 
of thofe who were lately Naturalized, and 
at that time very numerous. The two Em- 

gsrours upon their going out of the Senate* 
oufe, had the Guards drawn up before 
them, to whom they gave a Largefs or 
Bounty of five hundred Crowns a Man, and 
proportionably to the Officers. This being 
clone, they proceeded to the Funeral So- 
lemnity of their Father the late Emperour, 
whofe Corps they carried to Adrian's 
Tomb, and lodg'd it there : Theylikewife 
proclaim'd a Vacation out of refpeft to the 
Mourning h and then according to Cuftom 
went on to the Deifying Ceremony 5 which 
was performed in the manner following. *•• ** *«+ 
In the Palace Porch, there was an Ivory dt^Ln c f 
Bed of State, made higher than ordinary, f^i* 
with a Counterpane of Gold Tiffue, and 
upon this they laid the Effigies of the de- 
ceafed Prince in Wax-work : On the left 
hand of his Bed, the Senators or Nobility 
fat all inBlack.The Ladies of the firft Qua- 
lity were placed on the right hand 5 they 
appeared io a plain white Habit, without 

E any 
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any thing of Jewels, br Dreffing. This 
part of the Ceremony lafted a Week, dur- 
ing which the Phyficians paid their Atten- 
dance, treated the Effigies like a Patient, 
and always attheir going away pretended 
the Difeafe gain d Ground, and that the 
Sy mptoms grew Mortal. At laft when the 
Emperour's Death was publilh'd, a certain 
number of young Noblemen and Gentle- 
men of the beft Quality, took up the Bed 
and carried it upon their Shoulders thro* 
a Street call'd the Via Swcra 9 into the Old 
Forum or Square, where the Magiftracy 
ufed torefign their JVefpe&ive Employ- 
ments. Two fides of this Square were 
Scaffolded: Upon one of which there was 
a Choir of Youths, and on the other, one 
of young Ladies, and both Sexes of the beft 
Quality : Their Bufinefs was to (ing Hymns, 
and Funeral Poems in Honour of the dead, 
and that in the moft Solemn, Affe&itig 
manner imaginable. Thefe Dirges being 
over, the Nobility and Gentry abbve- 
mentioned, took up the Bed of State and 
carry'd it out of the City into the Campus 
Martius 5 in the middle of which Field 
there was upon this occafion a little woo- 
den Pyramid built feveral Stories high. 
The firft Story was made like a little fquare 
Chamber, fill'd withr all fort of cdmbnffk 
bje Matter, and ornamented ontheotit- 

fide 
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fide with pieces of Gold Tiflae, Ivory Sta- 
tues, arid'Paintiri^s of the bieft kind : The 
fecond Story being of the fanieFigure with 

-theftHt, but a little lefs, was embellifh'd 
in the fame mariher, only with the diffe- 
rence of being <6pen on the four fides of 
the Square. Above this there: were feveral 
other Stories which leffen'd by degrees, till 
the hft grew nattbw to a Point. The Bed, 
and Effigies in Wax was placed in the fe- 
cond Story ftuffed with Perfumes of all 
forts, as Gums, Flowers, and Odoriferous 
Plants, the People 1 both in City and Coun- 
try ftriving to out-do each other in this 
laft Refpeft to their Prince, This being 
done the Gentry march'd 6n Horfe-back 
round the Pyramid in good order 5 adju- 

. fting the Motions 6f their March to the 
Tunfc of feveral Military Instruments which 
plaid to them 5 This fort of Tournament 
\vas follow'd by Chariot-Racing managed 
by young People in Habks edg'd with 
Pnrple, and difguis'd in Vtfors % which re- 
-prefented the Perfons of the moft celebra- 
ted ;Generals, andEmperours of Roman 
Extra&ion. 

This Cavalcade and Racing being over, 
thofe who were to fucceed to the Empire 
tame up to the Funeral Pile, and fet fire to 
it WU)f Flambeaux 5 theConfuls, Nobili- 
ty, ahliCeritry doing the fame afterwards 
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in their Order. And thus all being prc- 
fently in a Flame, there was an Eagle 
privately let loofe from the top of the 
Pyramid 3 which immediately towring out 
of fight, was fuppofed to carry the Empe- 
rour *s Soul into Heaven j who from thi9 
time was reputed a God, and worftiip'd ac- 
cordingly, 
ciphoi. After this Ceremony the two Emperonrs 
made each of them a Funeral Oration in 
Commendation of their Father, chofe him 
a high Prieft out of his own Family 5 fet 
up a Fraternity of Priefts call'd Aurelians 
in Honour of him, and concluded the So- 
lemnity with playing of Prizes, or Com- ' 
bates between the Gladiators. 

The Deifying of his Father was no foon- 
er over* ' but Antoninus was crouded with 
Addrefles from the Heathen Priefts, the 
Philofophers, and Governours of Provin- 
ces, defiring they might have # the Liberty 
to revive the Perfecution againft the Ckri- 
ftians, who had been fheltred from their 
Malice during the Reigns of Adrian and 
Antoninus Pius. The Emperour who Was 
no lefs an Enemy to Rigour than either of 
thefe Princes, and being inclinable befides 
to govern by their Maxims, would by no 
means hearken to this unreafonable Re- 
queft : And to proteft the Chriftians from 
Violence in the remoter Provinces, he wrote 

to 
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to th6 Convention oi Afa then fitting at 
EphefuYy this admirable Letter fecured x& 
bjEufibius. 

fm weiffathfied that the PraBices of the 
Ckriftiintare not* connrttd at byjhe Immor- 
tal Gbd*S *nd that thy V take care to punijh 
thofe th&reptfe to worjbip them much deeper 
than ym tan. As fir the Perfections yon 
rdfe agwHjtthefe People upon the f core of Re- 
ligion* it does but firtify them the more in 
their Perfuafien. And fihce they believe they 
lofe th,ehr Lives fir their God^ you may ima- 
gine they VrXt her wi/bfir Death, and reckon 
it an Advantage. And thus they get the bet- 
ter of yon upon the Experiment, chafing r*+ 
ther to dye, thanfubmit to your Orders. As 
to tht Calamity of the late Earth-quakes > I 
think- it not amifs to put you in mind to com- 
pare your own Behaviour with theirs under 
fuch Misfortunes as thefe. Now their Reli- 
ance upon their Gods rifes always in Proporti- 
on to their Danger $ whereas your Courage pre- 
fentU finks upon fuch an occafion : Indeed 
youjeemto behave your f elves ignorant ly dur- 
ing the whole tourfe of the Affli&ion $ fir you 
not only riegleft the reft of the Gods, and over- 
look that Immortal Being worfinfd by the 
Chrifiiansy but banijh and perfecute thofe Peo- 
ple to Death whoferve and adore him. Seve* 
ral Governours of Provinces have formerly 
written about this Bnfinefs to the late Empe- 

E J rout 
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ronr our, Father of DtiHntMemorj : : 7$t Alii 
fwer they.r&eivWmt\)thkt theyjbmlihgfa*? 
that Perfuafion no trouble, unlejs th^^ffffpd( 
them fta8iffag<iigawfkthk S^^r\?<b«tX^ 
ing wiUhtQ.to follow. ^^tt^^M^^^i 
and being. fdicited iy^wrkk *Infprtritf*&m*\ 
about this matter ^:my 'In^ruQioits\^en^^0 flfcKi- 
fame purpofe. And;, thafcforjd. if /m$ *W» $&* 
the future foall Profechte dCbrffiirtyj^lfa* 
upon the 'Account efhfa'Riligifini>\tke£fa 
an [hall be difchkrgd^ and t he Pi^l&te PVr k * 
mfi-d* .This Letter* was piiWifttia in^thtoA 
Temple wbmth^Co^pentiot^ -idflCmamk: 
Cottndl\}Sv 4fiji^^'SX&D%. \in«/i r r • * V> 

This Qjrdw wasdhey?d, and*the&ipiwrei 
fcem'd to be-all over fettled in Peac& and. 
Prorperity* Indeed th^begiutidagiOf ttria.A 
Reign was fa happy and ondiftumd, that 
one would almoft have ihaugttt the vesy*^ 
Soul and Reafoni o$, Antoninus J£*#* hadv, 
been Transfus'd. into his Suceejfirj: Whicfr*. 
was the more to be wbnder ! d at, fince in- 
reality there was nothing more .different; 
th^n the Temper and Inclinationof thefe 
two Princes* 

Marcus Antoninus was fettled and ceir 
tain.in his Humour, unpretendingly Grave,- 
and not without a Mixture of Affability, 
and Complaisance : He was both Merciful 
and Juft, and no lefs Indulgent ta others 
than Rigorojis to himfelf 5 Deaf to the 

Charms 
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Charms of Vanity, immovable in his En- 
terprises, and Resolutions, which were ne- 
ver fix'd and taken up without Mature Dei- 
liberation 3 being never flayed by Pafl^ 
on and Freak : l|e hated bufy. : Informers, 
was Religious without Affliction, un<- 
tranfported and, free from Eagernefs* upon 
all occafion; always under an. Equality of 
Temper, always Matter of himfelf, and ris 
figjtfd to the Rea(on : 6f the Cafe \ a perf&ft 
ftringer to Dlfguffe and :DiflTmulatioir, 
arid always upqpmS Guard againfl the Ek- 
ceffesof Self-love 3* never. uneafV nor in> 
patient, very . inclinable (0; pardon thb 
§reafeft Crimes agairiff hftfiftlF • hut tic* 
tor he prevail'd on where Reafons of State 
and'Pdblick Ihterfeft required Severity. His 
lawisl'had'a Regard to the cpmmon AtU 
varita'ge of all Ranks and Nations- under 
His ^Government t; neither could any Prince 
" "lore tender of the Property and Privi- 
,! ijf the SubjeCf. The Good of tfie 
C3niin26n wealth was always his Rule to aft 
b^ftbm which he was neyer.diverted.by 
ariy'PH vate Pancy, IriterefV. or : Ambitlb$ 
<>Pfcfe own.,:: To cbncludB, 'iSftce hfsfi& 
frgris were qrily ' to., objigtef J/Jaiildnd; and 
Reljgn to Prfaidetfce, he iiever ftrainld^is 
PSfoteh to the Pte jddice..; df 'his Aforals, 
but always kept within the c compafso£]a* 

fticaand Jiutb. ■'■■■■:■.■- ■•'•- 
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Lucius Verns had none of thefe good 
Qualities y bis Inclinations were eager, un- 
ballafted, and lewd j 'tis true, he could 
not be tax'd with the Savage Fancies and 
Barbarities of fome Tyrauts, and that was 
the beft of him- But this Contrariety of 
Temper did not appear in the firft Years 
pf their Reign. The irrefiftible Merits of 
Antoninus made fome Impreffion upon his 
Brother, jnfomuch that the Motives either 
of Shame or Gratitude, gave check fo his 
Humour, and kept him \w Order, whUi 
they liv'd together* . Nay Be pretended tp 
Copy after this Prinze, ; and imitate the 
Prudence pf hisCondiifl: : To give himi his 
due, he mrjnag'd himfelf in every refpe$ 
as if Marc.fi* t Antoninus had bpen fofe Em? 
perour. "1^ Vcths treated bin* with, thq 
fame Rcfpe& cj if ypii H plpafe witf^ tjnfi 
fame SubtjoHfton •.vhich/^|>eputy-Goy^ 
pour gives tp ^rProconfil^or a Govwmuij 
of t a Vrtvilw to the^^E^peroiir hjnpfjb 
But 'lis a.djfficjilt matter to keep Victim-, 
dpr any lofl^'^ftraint. -This force ffirvq^ 
ppjy to. h^glrteh " Defire/ and jtber^fo^ 
Perw took qy£ not to lofe ^tie firft Oppor* 
fujijty of throwing dfjh e?Difguife, .and 
fliewing Wpifelf |ri his Natural. Colours, 

.Comwadus was born at the latter end of 
thk firft Year oi Antomnus^s Reign. The 
Birth of thisTrince, who proved ? fcanr 

-..»•; ¥■■■■ ■ M 
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dal to Human Nature, wasuflier'd in with 
all the terrible Calamities. imaginable. *^£2b»l 
The overflowing of the Tyber ledthe way : m 
The Inundation of this River wis fo vio- 
lent, that it over-turn'd a! great part of 
Rome, . fwept away abundance of Cattel, 
ruin'd the Country round about, and bcca~ 
fion'd an extraordinary Famine, f Theft capitot 
two Emperour? ftefpt in immediately totb$ 
Relief of the People, fuppUed the Necefc 
fides of tbofe who bad fuffer*d, and re- 
pait'dthe Damage with all the fpeed that 
was pe^Bble. After this Inundation there 
jbappen'd Earthquakes, great Fires in feve~ 
ral Cities, and ap; univerfal; Infe&ioti of 
the ^Vir, which produced fuch kn infinite 
nuipber pf Infe&s on the fuddain $ that* 
wl^;lktle Forage the Floods had left -war 
defcoyd by this Plague: And at the fame- 
timft$he whole World feeitfd to be up in 
Anas, aqd the Miferies of War were Juft 
breaking $n from every Quarter. The Par- 
tbia»sb&ded by their King Vitogefes, fur- 
priz'd ttie Roma* Troops in Armenia $ and 
cut them in Pieces 3 from thence they 
marched into Syria, aqd forced the Gover? 
lioxxr Attillius Cernelianus to quit the Coun- 
try: The Catti ravaged Germany r and the 
Country of the Qrifons with Fire and * 
Sword ; and the Brit aim were juft upon 

the Verge of ap Jnfip re#ion f 
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: • Calpurmus Agrkola was difpatchecf a- 
gainft the Revolt in Great Britain, A*fi 
dins Vi&orimt againft the Catti, and the 
Bart hi an Expedition was rcferv'd for Verus, 
• capitoi. ^rho left the Town fome few days afteK * 
Marcus, Antoninus beings by; the pofture 
of Affairs, obliged to ftay>at Rome, went 
with Verusx&fiT as Cafma; treated him with 
all the Regard imaginably and gav* him 
feveral of his Favourites, and Principal 
Officers to attend him^ = which was dftne 
poffibly.tb obferve the Morions* and&gufre 
the Conda&iaf this Prince, or itf%«*y~be, 
'twas onlytof raife his Figure, and ftnAto 
his Court: appear mort M^gmBmtrii, or 
laftly., whifch fcemi mote probalrffe, - it 
might be defign'd as aCfteck upon bis E** 
travagahcey and to keep him fftWn flying 
QUt by the Authority 6t< the CotapiityV 
Butall thefe Precautions fignify'd ftoftfitig? 
Fojf Verus^ who was now quite tired ^itq 
DifFembTing v was-ntot at all <tver-a^A\bjp 
the graVe • lfc&tinu& Which Antonink^tim 
given him*- . As foon as tlibEtoperofakwas 
out of fight; Verus wa£*efolv\! to kftocfc 
off the SHactrtes, for now he had neither 
Fear, nor Fancy to continue Reftirairfd'any 
longer : Now he fuffer*d his Indirtetions 
to ftrike out ;' forgot' the Defeat of : thp 
Roman Legions, took no notice that .Sjrt4 
was ready to Revolt, but lanch'd into Vice 
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immediately, and went all the Lengths Of 
a n -Infamous Liberty 5. carrying his D/ebaU- 
cbaytofncbanExceS, that it threw him; 
intoa dangerous fit of Sickneft at Cantfjtiim, ' 
T%lS News being brought to -Rows, Ante- 
nWm, tbtf joft'eome thither, fet forward 
W'yifilS' hinr.' ...But before, he began his 
JiSurney,, : bt 'riade Vms for his Brother's" ■ 
Wse6very ! 'ln>a,fnll Houfe of the Seriate i 
wfifch upotf his Return he very Kdigt- ( 
oudyperftmB^I;. after Be underftood that 
Vlrm was-Etnlark'd. ''-'■. ''" r ~T: 
•This young_ Prince's Wildnefil reo?yer'i}> 
with Ms Healthy and hisSiiknefsprovi'djib - 
fufflcientDliabline to Reform him. '. He 
pSrftMd' Mir Debaucheries inliis Voyages 
and upotthig ATrival in Syria, hs made a 
hilt at Dipim, part of the Suburbsof A,"- 
tiieb, and here he perfectly forgot bitnTelf. 
to-all the 3 rjcirpbies of Virtue, and Sobriety. 
Tbisplacei'by reafon of the Temperature 
of the Climate, the Delicioufnefs of '.the 
Gardens, -Fbntatains, and Groves, invited 
the Men of Pleafure thither, and was grown 
the very Spat, and Sink of Debauchery : . 
Infomuch that People of Virtue and Re- 
putation, were almolt aflum'd to befeen 
there. Verm encreas'd the Scandal of this 
Daphne by fuch Improvements in Lewdnefs, 
as were meer Difcoveries to the Inhabi- 
tants, t ho' otberwife the greateft libtrt'uiei 
on the Face of the Earth, la 
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In the mean time this Emperour's Gege- 
rals fought the Parthians with great Sqo 
*opitoL ce($. * Statins .Prif ens took Art ajcafrt 
*m CaJJius and Martins Ferns routed Vologefes y \ 
%6u i<54t njaje themfelves Matters of Selencia, dicfc'dr 
and burnt Babylon^ and Ctefiphon&nd puljfd .. 
down the Ndble Palace of tk&ParikU*! 
Kings. Thefe Viftorious ^Troops which f* 
had done fuch brave Exploits, and beaten ■ 
an Army of five hundred thoqfand Med;.' 
had a worfe Enemy to encoupter at thejjj 
*di p . ub. Return, * and were half of tbem:d^oj*4 , 
by* Sicknefs, an^t^amine. This P^ortaiify 
layft) hard upon Coffin's Arnjy, that by,.- 
* that 't line he had reach'd Syrij. h? was ablp ;\ 
to ihufter but a very few. However, thefe j 
Misfortunes made no Impreffion upon Vcr. 
r«/s Vanity, who immediately took the 
Title of Conqueror of Armenia and P<*r- 
thi'a\ as if he had fairly won all this Ho?. - 
nodr by keeping out of the Field, and 
Debauching at a diftance. 

Marcus Antoninus, who pretended to 
know nothing of thefe Sallies, was of Opi- 
nion that Marriage was the moft likely 
Expedient to Retrieve him ; His Daughter -- 
therefore Lucilla cqntrafted to Vtrns y and 
one of the moft Beautiful Ladies living,was 
immediately put into the Hands of Anto* : 
ninus** Sifter, in order to embark for Syria, 
the Emperor feeing them on their way, as 

far 
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far as Brundufium. Tis laid he once de- 
fign'd to go along with her to Verus i but 
changM his BLefolution upon a Report be- apitoi 
ing fpread, that the meaning of this Pro* . 
•grefs into Syria was only to get the Honour 
for himfelf, of putting an end to the Par- 
thian Wan He ftaid at Brundufium till the 
Princefs was embark'd, and wrote to the 
Troconfuls, and Governours of Provinces, 
not to meet, nor attend her upon her Jour- 
ney, telling them that the ufual Cavalcades 
and Solemnities upon fuchOccafions,ferv'd 
only to crowd the People to Death. 

Perns, who expe&ed Marcus Antoninus capfoL * 
would come through, and make him a Vexa 
Vifit, and being afraid he Qiould hear of 
his Diforders, left Daphne,and went to meet 
his Brother Emperor at Ephefus, from 
whence he departed fome few Days after 
the Solemnity of his Marriage, and return'd 
to Antioch with his Emprefs ; and here 
this great Lady foon learn'd to imitate the 
Liberties of Verus, and was too conform- 
able to the Example her Mother Fauftina 
had fet her. 

Virus having made a King of Armenia, 
and gain'd an entire Conqueft over the 
Partbians, * return'd to Rome, and had # An.Dom: 
Iris Ihare in the Honour of a Triumph, li7 - 0M "' 
with Marcus Antoninus. His Return was 

likely to have been very Calamitous to 

the 
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the whole Empire, for he brought the 

Plague along with him, and left it in all* the 

Places he marched through. The caflfeof 

this Peftilence was fuppofed to prtx&dd 

frotn the following Accident. Upon the 

taking of Babylon, the Soldiers breakin|rfD 

to Apollo s Temple to plunder it, found fc 

little Golden Caibinet under Ground, whirfh 

was no fooner open'd, but fuch a ftrttog 

Dofc of Infe&ion flew out on't, that It jpd- 

fon'd the Air to a vaft Extent, and carried 

the Mortality from Mefopotamia f as for as 

Gaul. But this Conje&ure apart, 'tis more 

probable the Plague was bred by the Fa* 

mine and Difeafes in Coffins** Army, at his 

Return fron>the Defeat of the Parthftms. 

About this time the Germans revolted, 

made an Irruption into Italy, and put ¥he 

Country under Military Execution. * 

• An. Dom. Pertinax f a Man of known Bravei^-tho* 

tMwM by the ill Offices of fome Envious People 

gSS? Ws Fidelity being fufpefted, neither his 

own Merit nor the Intereft of his Frfeftds, 

could ever prefer him any higher than -to 

the Command of fome Auxiliaries j this 

Perfon, notwithftanding the Oppdfition 

of the Courtiers, was pitch'd onwitfo his 

d»; Friend Claudius Pompeianus, to make litead 

againft this terrible Invafion, which*hreat- 

ned as far as Rome it felf. Antoninus made 

them both his Generals, and was rdfdtVd 

they 
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they (hould (hare with him in the Honour 
of this Expedition. Per tin ax being highly 
fenfible of the Favour of this Truft, took 
care that the Emperour (hould have no 
Caufe to repent it 5 and gave no lefs Proof 
of his Hoheftythan of his Experience, and 
Courage. In fhort, the Ramans charg'd 
the Enemy briskly, who received them in 
good Order, and fought with great Refo- 
lotion. The Fight was obftinate, and held 
a great while, but at laft the Germans were 
cut in pieces 5 and which is remarkable, 
they found a great many Women in Ar- 
mour amongft the Dead, who fell fighting 
by the (ides of their Husbands and Chil- 
dren. 

Thus a great Vi&ory was gaitfd, and the 
Roman Army had behav'd themfelves ex- 
ceedingly well $ However, the Emperour dio. 
was not to be prevaiPd on by any unrea- 
sonable Demands 3 and therefore when the 
Soldiers petitiorfd him to raife their Pay, 
he refused them with this Anfwer 5 "That 
ic to give them Money extraordinary for 
" the Succefs of the Battle, was in effeft 
41 to Tax the Corps of their Parents and 
" Relations, and to fet an Excife upon 
44 their Blood, for which he was anfwe- 
u rable to God Almighty, the only Perfon 
" to whom Princes are accountable. In- 
deed, let the difficulty of the Jun&ure be 

what 
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what it would, he was always Matter of 
fo much Fortitude, and Prudence, as never 
to be over-ruled beyond Juftice, either oat 
of Fear, or eafinefs of Temper. 

Upon this Succefs he was , proclaim^ 
Emperour the fifth time, the Vi&ories of 
Verus having given him th$ fame Title four 
u times before. The Night before the Battle, 
a Spy being taken in the Camp, was 
brought to his Tent. And the Emperour 
having a mind to examine him, the Man 
told him $ I am fo very Cold that I cant 
fpeakj therefore if you would know any thing 
ofme 9 you mujifirfi order me fome Cloths to 
my hack j if you have any. The Emperour 
was not at all difpleas'd with his Bluntnefe, 
but gave him what he ask'd for, and fo 
let him go. 
u And here we muft not forget the Ex- 

ploit of a private Soldier, who (landing 
Centinel one Night on the bank of the 
Danube, and hearing the Voice of fome of 
his fellow Soldiers, whom the Enemy had 
taken by furprize on the other fide, he 
immediately fwam the River in his Ar- 
mour , difengag'd his Comerades , and ' 
brought them off with him into the Camp 
the fame way. 
Sin the The Year following there broke out a 
county much more dangerous War than that which 
XSmia. they had finifh'd. The Marcomanm> *and 

the 
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the §u*di, a very warlike People rais'd a 
great Army, at which the Rofoans were 
extreamly difpirited, being in a very ill 
Condition to refift fo powerful an Enemy, 
at a time when the Plague raged violently 
both in Town and Country, and fwept a- 
way vaft Multitudes. The Emperour was 
the only Perfon not in Defpair, his Confi- 
dence lay in the Proteftion of Heaven, for 
which he endeavour'd to qualify himfelf 
in the firft Place, by the offering of Sacri- 
fices : He made a Proceffion round about 
the Town, and the Statues of the Gods 
being laid upon Couches, * a great Enter- # The n* 
tainment was ferv'd up to them in their » ™ t il 
Temples 5 and for fear any acceptable part &£*** 
of Worlhip (hould be omitted, all foreign 
Religions were taken in, and Priefts fent 
for from almoft every Quarter : And which 
isftill more ftrange, he reftor'd the Solem- 
nities of Ifis r which had been Prohibited 
ever fince the time of Auguftus ; and made 
110 fcruple to worlhip that Goddefs, whofe 
Temple had been pulPd down in the 
Reign of Tiberius, the Decorations burnt, 
her Statue thrown into the liber, and her 
Priefts knockt on the Head. There was 
fo much Cattel facrificed upon this Occafi- 
on, that fome fatyrical People, whofe 
Tongues are never to be tyed, made a jeft 
on't 5 and faid, that if the Emperour (hould 

£ havo 
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have the good luck to return Conquerour, 

hewould fcarcely be able to find a piece of 

Beef for the Gods in the whole Empire. 

Thus when the Religious part was fi- 

%£° l In nifh'd, he fet forward againft the Enemy f 

i«£' Dom ,anc * t0 °k Varus along with him j * who 
would gladly have been left at Rome to 
have carried on his Debauchery, but this 
Antoninus was willing to prevent. The two 
Emperours therefore marched dire&ly for 
Aquileid) and immediately after their Ar» 
rival, made up to the Marcontans, who lay 
entrench'd not far off 5 and here they 
forc'd their Camp, and routed them with a 

capitoi great Slaughter. In. this Fight Furiws Pic* 
torinus^ Captain of the Guards, withfome 
of the beft Troops, was cut off. However, 
this did not difcourage the twoEmperours 
from pufhing their Point, and going 00 
with their Advantage $ In fhort, they 
prefs'd the Enemy fo hard, that at laft their 
Army grew Mutinous: Upon which the 
greateft part of their Confederates drew off 
their Forces, kill'd thofe who advifed the 
Revolt,and fent to beg Peace of thcRomans* 
Verus being fatisfied with their Submiffions, 

JSL 1 * * and fond of the Liberties of the 7*014 was 
earneft with Antoninus to grant them their 
Requeft, and march home. What greater 
Advantage , fays he, can your Majefty hope fir 
than this offer .* Hm you a mind to force your 
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Enemies upon fome defperate Attempt , and 
Jhew them the Weaknefs of the Empire whether 
they will or no ? Let us rather manage their 
Ignorance, and make the moji of their Con- 
ffernation, and give them leave, while they are. 
dijpos'd tot, to think more of a Retreat , than 
a Revenge. To this Antoninus anfwer'd, 
That there was no trufting to thefe Barba- 
rians, that their v pretence of Submiffion 
was only to gain time 5 and keep the Storm 
from falling upon them : That 'twas the 
Intereft of the Empire to make Advantage 
of the Mifunderftandings, and Diforders 
amongft them, and not give them leifure 
to agree, and rally all their Forces upon the 
Romans, when probably we (hall be ftill in 
a worfe Condition to receive them 5 and 
having thus deliver* d his Opinion, he im- 
mediately order'd his Troops to march. 

The two Emperours pafs'd the Alps, pur- Capit0,# 
fued the Enemy, and defeating them feve- 
ral times, difpersd them entirely at laft, 
and return'd without any Confiderable Lofs. 
Winter being now pretty forward, they re* 
folv'd to go into Quarters at Aquileia $ but 
the* Plague forcM them to alter their Mea- ^aien *« 
fures, and go off with a few of their Troops. ° m ' I7 * 
Upon their March ,> Verus was feizM with Ca P ito! M 
an Apople&ick Fit near Altinum, whither 
he was carried, and where he died foon 
after 5 his Body was conveyed to Rome by 

F a Anto- 
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Antoninus , who (hewM him the fame Fu- 
neral Refpeft which had been paid to the 
capital, in Emperour his Father 5 and ne'er fcrupled 
to make a God of him. . 

I grant we have reafon to believe that # 
Antoninus was well enough fatisfied with 
his Death 5 fuch a Suppofition is no lefs 
than what may be expe&ed from the Pru- 
dence and Gravity of this Prince, and from 
the tender Regard he had for the welfare 
of his People. But that, as a certain Hifto- 
• cipitoi. rian adds, * He (hould publickly own his 
faMTO Satisfaction in a Speech of Thanks to the 
Senate, this is altogether incredible. How- 
ever, that Author will have it, that the 
Emperour hinted to the Houfe, that the 
Tart hi an War had never been fo happily ended, 
had it not been ntanagd by his Direction and 
Advice 3 and then declar'd, That having 
now the Sovereignty wholly in his own Hands $ 
and no longer embarrafs d with a debauch* d . 
AJfiftant, he would alter his MeafurtSj and 
begin a new Reign. Now Antoninus was too 
Mod eft, and top Wife to talk at this rate 5 
fuch Difcourfe was neither fuitable to his 
c % td own Maxims, nor to the Charafter he gives 
^ t0 ' of Verus in his firft Book, nor in fine to the 
purport of his Speech, the defign of which 
was to thank them for ordering the Apo- 
thcofis of Verus. His Enemies no doubt fet 
this Report about, to give fome Colour to 

ano- 
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another Calumny wbichthey fpread at the 
fame time, that the Emperour having dif- 
cover'd the Defign of Ferns to poifon him, 
prevented him in his Plot, helpM him to a 
Dofe, and pra&is'd his own foul Play upon 
him : Or as fome faid, prevail'd with his 
Phyfician to bleed him to Death. The fuf* 
pipion of fuch aPra&ice being too grofs to 
ftick upon Antoninus , a great many People 
threw it upon Faufiina 5 giving out that 
this Princefs had reveng'd her felf by Poi-^ tol -k 
fon upon Per/*/, being enraged againft hiip *°' 
for betraying the fcandalous Correfponr 
dence between them to hisEmprefs Lnciffa. 
But the moft general Opinion was, thatL*- 
citta was the Perfon that .put him into 
this Mortal Fit 3 for not being able to en- 
dure the Paffion Verm had for his own Si- 
fter Fabia % and being lefs concern'd at the 
Lofs of her Husband's Affe&ion 5 than at 
the haughty Behaviour of her Sifter in law, 
who with an Infolence proportionable to 
her Lewdnefs, abus'd her Intereft with her 
Brother, and treated the young Empreft 
with Neglefl: : For this Reafon LuclUn 
chofe rather to level her Revenge direftly 
againft Verus^ than againft her Rival, con- 
cluding from the proud Humour of Fabia 5 
that to tumble her down in this manner 
from that Criminal height of Greatn efs, to 
whi^h her Inceft had raifed her, would be 

F 3 the 
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the fevereft Puniihment imaginable : For 
being thus reduced to a private Station $ 
and having no Countenance of Royal Au- 
thority to fupport her, (he would be no 
longer in any Condition, to difpqte Quali- 
ty with the Daughter, and Widow of an 
Emperour. 

After the Deification was over, Antoninus 
being Apprehenfive leaft the Town (hoidd 
be infe&ed with a worfe Mortality than 
that they had lately felt, by the Lewdneff 
of thofe Manumis'd Slaves, who had the 
Afcendant over Verus in Syria 5 and ferir'd 
him in his Debaucheries j he refolv'd to 
remove them from the Court 3 And to do 
it in a manner that might leaft refleft upoa 
his Brother's Memory, He Tent them off 
with confiderable Offices into diftant Coun- 
tries 3 and thus tho* they feertfd preferred, 
they were no better than decently BanHh'd; 
In (Short, he kept none of them with him 
but EU£tus y of whom he had a much bet- 
ter Opinion than of the reft. 

The Liberty, and Diforders of the Way 
rgviv'd the bid Malice of the Heathens 1 who 
taking no notice of the Em perours Orders, 
began to perfecute the Chrifiians in the re- 
moter Provinces. St. Polycarp was the fjrf): 
that was facrjficed $ the Flames of whofij 
Martyrdom ferv'd for a fort of Beacon tq 
Jjghjt up the Perficutioy ?n Gaul and Ma. 
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'Tis pretended that Antoninus had a Hand 
in't. For upon the Lord Deputy of Gaul's 
writing to the Emper our to know his Plea- 
sure about fome Chriftians in'Quftody, his 
Anfwer was, that be would have him execute 
thofe who confefsd, And difcharge the reft. 
But here 'twas none of his jn tendon to 
make the owning of Chriftianity Capital 5 
his meaning was only that thofe (faould fuf- 
fer who could not clear themfelves of the 
Crimes charg'd upon them. For the Go- 
vernoors of Provinces, and inferiour Ma» 
giftracy, perceiving that the only way to 
opprefs the Chriftians, was to afperfe their 
Innocence, and furprize the Emperour by 
MiGnformation 5 Upon this View, they 
iifed to load the Indi&ment, and make the 
pretended Criminal as black as poffible ; 
the Particulars of which they took care to 
fpecifie in their Packets to Court $ and to 
fortify the Evidence, tranfmitted the De^ 
pofitions of fome bribed, or frighted Slaves, 
who being fet upon the Rack, confefs'd 
what they had a mind to. And thus ha- 
ving gaitf d a general Order by mifrepre* 
fenting Matter of Fa&, they explain'd 
it to their own flumour, and did what 
Mifchief they pleas'd. And don't fuchMiG- 
management as this fometimes happen un* 
jder the beft Emperours > Don't their Vice* 
roys, Gcpcrajs, and Magiftrates often abufe 
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their Power, and misbdbavethemfelvesiltt 
their Pofts of Jurifdiftion > And would it no* 
he unreafonable to charge the Violence, and 
Jnjuftice of the Miniflers, upon the mifin- 
terpreted, and mifapply'd Orders of the 
Prince ? He that confiders the Circumftancies 
oiTtme^ an$l Place, together with theTcn£ 
per of Antoninus, his Good Nature, his Ju- 
stice and Refolution; he that confiden 
this can never believe that he would fet fc 
Perfection on Foot after having fo long, 
and fo Publickly declar'd againft it > that 
he (hould do it when he was fole Sovereign, 
and at a time too; when the Plague and 
the War, had alraoft difpeopled the Ert- 
pire. How can this pretended Severity be 
reconciled with the Emperours Maxim, 
that thofe who mifs the Truth, are mifiahem 
againft their Will, and deferve more to bcpit- 
l^°\ x li tied than hated: *To conclude 5 we rave 
*ub. one certain Argument more that Antoninus 
was no Perfecutor 5 becaufe there were no 
Martyrdoms at Rome during his whole 
Reign andRefidence} nor fo much as one 
drop of Chriftian Blood (hed within the 
Biffs of Mortality. 
Before the Year for J^rw's Mourning 
+AnDom: was expired, f Antoninus married his 
' 7 ° J Daughter again to Claudius Pompeiams 5 
this Perfon was fomewhat old, and no 
more than the Son of a Private Gentleman $ 
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but then he had all the Recqtnmegding 
Qualities imaginable, and was fit to be pre- 
fer'd to the higheft Pofts of Truft and Ho- 
nour : His Fidelity and Courage, hisPrq- 
bity and old Grave way of Living, his Ex- 
perience, and his Reputation too, were all 
extraordinary. Thefe Confederations made 
theEmperour chufe him before Noblemen 
jaf the, heft Quality and Figure 5 for Virtue, 
and Merit wexe theThingshe moft valued, 
and always prefer'd to Fortune and Birth. 
The young Emprefs and her Mother were 
not over- much pleas'd with this Match 5 
but Antoninus having Jaken care that his 
Daughter fhould not fuffer in her Privi- 
leges, nor fink in any part of her Quality, 
they both of them were fatisfied at laft. As 
forFauftina, (he was of Opinion her Daugh- 
ter had loft nothing, as long as (he was 
continued in the Title, and State of an 
Emprefs ; And Lucilla who had a mind to 
have her Liberty, and follow her Fagcy, 
was fomewhat pleas' d that (he had taken 
jather aValet, than a Husband. 

ThuS Antoninus having put his Daugh- 
ter into good Hands, fet forward to put an 
end to the War againft the Marcomanni, 
who having now the Quadi, Sarntai<e, Van- 
dales, and other Nations for their Confe- 
derates came on more Fierce and Formida- 
ble than before ; Tfye Wars againft Hanni- 

* : " ' ' ' bat, 
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bal 9 and* the Cimbri, did not carry more 
Terror along with them : In fome of the 
firft Difputes, the Emperour had the worft 
on't : For probably 'twas in this War, that 
\ that Defeat was given to his Troops, wbkh 
had likely to have coft him the Loft of 
Aqulleia y which happened in the mannci 
following, 

Alexander \ who pretended to Prophecy, 
yfeudomJ" an( * whofe Life is written by Lucia* $ * had . 
To. great a Reputation at that time, tint 
People look'd upon him as a kind of a De- 
ity : This Impoftor had the Confidence 19 
fend the Emperour this Oracle in Vale. 

Gnrgitihus fluvil t urgent is ab imbribus Ifiri 
Immijtjje duos Cybtles edico Minifiros 5 
Monte for as alitas 5 turn quantum alit In* 

\_dicns aer 
Florum atq$ Herbarum beneolentum 5 moxqs 

Ifktura t% 
Et V$8or$a 9 p#x & amabilis^& Deem ingtns. 

•1 Two Two Slaves ofCybeVs^ f with Arabian Sweets, 
Llon ** Let them be thrown into the Ifters Stream 3 
Thk Water- Sucrifice will rout the Foe 9 
And blefs the Empire with a glorious Peace, 

Antoninus comply'd with the Oracle A* 
AniTch?. ^ ier out of a Superftitious Principle, or elfc 
*7 r - to fatisfy fhe Army, whofb Spirits he A 
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iiev'd would be raifed by fitch an Expedi- 
tion. The two Lions were accordingly 
thrown into the River, with a great Quan- 
tity of Sweet Herbs, Flowers, and Gums. 
Tnefe Lions bad no fooner crofs'd the Ri- 
ver, but the Enemy knocked them on the 
Head. Soon after the Battel began; and , 
the Romans were fo ill handled that they 
loft above twenty five thoufand Men, and 
were purfued as far asAqttileia, which had 
certainly been taken by the Barbarians, 
bad not the Emperour rallied his Troops 
and perform'd the part of a brave and ex- 
perienced General. And now the DiftiOr 
nour his Men had received, fir'd their Coo* 
rage, and made them fight the better info- 
much that they routed the Enemy, and at 
laft drove them out of Pannoma. * • Hungary: 

While this War was depending, the ?£ *£?,'<* 
Moors harafsM Spain 5 and the Hgyptian^^ 
Heardfmen as they were call'd, being a fort l6 *- 
pf Banditti, run to Arms, and*bcing head- 
ed by a Prieft, and one Ifidorus, a ftout 
Fellow, f furpriz'd a Roman Garrifon. Thetnia 
Stratagem was this. They difguis'd them- * 
felves in their Wives Cloaths, and pretend- 
ed their Bufinefs was to pay the Governour 
of the Fort a Sum of Mony. This Officer 
being ovejr Credulous, feU into the fnare, Dion; in 
and had his Throat cut, with the reft of m^ m 
the Garrifon. Thus fiefttd with Succefs the STST 



80 The Life of the Emperour 

Rebels, facrificed a Prifoner, and over his 
reeking Bowels, which they eat afterwards, 
fworfe themfelves deeper into the Revolt, 
and that they would never defert their Par* 
ty. Upon this, they encountred the Roman 
Troops, and defeating them feveral times, 
had made themfelves Mafters of Alexandria, 
if Antoninus had not order'd Cajjius who 
commanded in Ajia, to march againft them. 
Coffins was too weak to attack thefe Barba- 
rians, who were both very numerous, and 
very defperate, and led on by a Perfon of 
extraordinary Courage : However, he was 
lucky enough to make a Mifunderftanding 
in their Camp, which Advantage he ma- 
nag'd fo well, that at laft they were routed, 
and difpers'd. 

Ph#ol The Moors in Spain had no better Succeft 
than the Egyptians, for the Emperour's 
Generals cut off a great part of them, and 
clear'd the Country of the reft. 

In the mean \Smt Antoninus follow'd his 
blow againft the Rebels in the North, and 
fatigued them to that degree, by gaining 
almoft every Day confiderable Advantage? 
upon them ^ that at laft he made them come 

• The Em- too, and fubmit to his own Terms $ and 

pew SSS rc " t ^ len return * n § to Rome he kept the Solem- 
vear of nity of the Dccennalia, * and obfery'd thofe 
ufeTtokl^p Religious Ceremonies which were ufaal 
\*mt™ «pon the occafion. ' ■ ...-.. 

During 
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During the Peace, the Emperour em- 
ploy'd himfelf in reforming the Laws, and 
corre&ing the Faults in the Adminiftration. 
Togivefomelnftances. Firft, To the end 
that thofe who were Free-born, might ne- 
ver be at a lofs to ^rovc their Privilege, he 
order'd every Citizen in Rome to go to the 
Treafury in Saturn % Temple, where the Pub- 
lick Records were kept, and there give an 
Account of the number of his Children 5 Ca P Ito ^ 
and in the Provinces alfo he kt up Offices to 
Regifter the Births in every Family. 

H6 very wifely Prohibited all Enquiries Td - lci: 
into the Circumftances and Condition of 
the Dead, after the Term of five Years. And 
that Malefa&ors might not be too long un- 
punif&'d, npr the Subjeft firfFer fo much by 
the Interruption of the Holy Days 5 he fol- 
low'd Augu(lus % $ Precedent, and lengthened 
the Law Term$ fo that now the Courts fat 
two hundred and thirty Days in the Year: 
This Method had too good Conferences ; 
for thus Caufes were difpatch'd with more 
Expedition, and a great many Temptati- 
ons to Idlenefs, and Debauchery, remov'd 
out of the Peoples way. 

He took particular care of the Concerns 
of Minors, and ere&ed a new Court for 
that purpofe 5 the Judge of it was calPd 
Vrstor Tutelark, becaufe he affign'dG^r- 
dians, and tried all the Caufes depending 

be- 
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between them and the Infant. He likewife 
made a Supplemental Provifion to the Law 
call'd Lex Letoria 5 which order'd a fort 

• Curatores. of Q mr M MS * tQ Adu ] t ^inOTS OtAj ffl 

Cafes of Diftrattion or Debauchery, wheres 
as all iuch Perfons were *now to be under 
that check without Exception. 

He was fo careful to prevent unlawful 
Marriages, and to keep People from run- 
ning within the Prohibited Degrees, that 
he null'd a Marriage of many Years (land- 
er Naming between a Woman of Quality, f* and 
jE^T" her Uncle, but at the fame time declared 
the Ghildren Legitimate. The Emperour's 
Refcript, or Order fent to this Lady by a 
Manumis'd Slave, is (till extant ; It runs in 
the Name of Verus and Antoninus, and is 
very well worth the inferting. 

The long time you have been married to your 
LS^Vit ^ nc ^% || tbe Number of your Children, and 
».*7« your being dijpoid of by your Grandmother at 
an Age when you were not capable of under* 
ftanding the Lam, and Cuftoms of our Em- 
pire, are Confiderations of Weight with us ; aU 
thefe Reafons concurring, prevail upon us to 
allow your Iffue^ by this Marriage of forty Tears 
ftanding, the Quality, and Privileges of their 
Family, and to make them as much Legitimate, 
as if they had been born in lawful Wedlock. 

capitoi. ix. He moderated theCharge of Publick So- 
lemnities, and Entertainments, and leiTen'd 

the 
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the Number of the Roman Shew f, that by 
this means he might hinder his Subje&s 
from being over-fond of trifling Diverfi- 
ons,and prevent theirRuin by fucn unnecef- 
fary Expence, and which was often man- 
aged fo unluckily^as to create Mortal Feuds 
between the beft Families. He likewife re- 
gulated the Flayers Salary, and order'd it 
not to exceed fuch a Sum. 

He took great Care to keep the Streets, i& * 
and High-ways in good Repair 5 He re- 
formed the Abufes at Autfions, and reftrain'd 
the Bankers from taking unreafonable In- 
tereft* He very much mollified the Rigour 
. of the Law by which Aliens who were ei- 
ther Legatees, or Heirs were oblig'd to pay 
the twentieth part of what fell to them, 
into the Exchequer 5 tho' this burthen had 
been in fome Meafure made lighter by the 
Emperour Trajan. He alfo provided that 
Children (hould inherit their Mothers E- 
ftates, who died Inteftate. 

The Romans had a Law that thofe who 
were not Originally Italians, in cafe they 
ftood for any Office at Rome, (hould be o- 
blig'd to lay out a Third of what they were 
worth upon Land in Italy, that fo they 
might look upon that, and the Town, as 
their own Country : Antoninus relax'da lit- 
tle upon this Point, andboundthemtono 

more than a Fourth. 
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He was particularly careful of the Ho- 
nour, and Intereftof the Senate. For he 
not only remitted a great many Caufes to 
the Houfe, which ufed to be tryed at the 
Council Board 5 but alfo impower'd them 
to give Judgment witfeput Appeal. He 
commonly referv'd the Offices of JEdiles 
•Thee^i-*and Tribunes j or Treafurers, for thofeSe- 

!h C f pubSk nators w h° were decay'd in their Fortunes, 
^^i,regu. provided they were not grown poor by 

laced the S_ • •-• J t- -. •*£* J 

weighs their Vice and Extravagance* Twas nc*» 
Sl!^. ver his way to receive any Perfon into thiy 
Bufidingt ° f der f without the Confent of the whole 
H^hwaA Houfe, nor then till he had ftri&ly enquired 
into his Chara&er. When any Nobleman 
was tried for his Life, he always took care 
to be fully inform'd of the Matter atledgtf 
againft him, and never fufFer'd any Common* 
er 9 tho' of the beft Rank, to be eoncem'd 
Q itoL in Caufes of this Nature. His Cuftom wa» 
to come to this Senate, or Houfe of Lordf % 
as often as his Affairs would give him 
leave, tho* hehad nothing to move 5 And 
when he had any Bufinefs to propofe, he 
made no Difficulty to come up to Tou>n 9 
< from the remoter Parts of Italy. Thegreat- 
• somewhat eft part of the Curators * of Towns, were 
i!uyor^nd c ^okn by him out of the Senate 5 being 
Aldermen, perfectly of Auguftuss Mind, that a Prince 
by railing the Charafter of the chief Ma- 
giftrates 5 makes his own. Figure (bine out 

the 
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the better, and fortifies the Royal Autho- 
rity, which neither can, nor ought to ftand 
upon any other than a Jflft bottom. 

His Regards for the Senate did not pre* 
vent his Favours coming down to the Infe* 
riour Magiftracy,«qr indeed from reaching 
the Subject in general. He never thought ^ ivA . 
any Perfons, let their Condition be neve* pl 
to mean, beneath his Concern 5 hid care 
ftoopM even to the Gtddiatorf, and Rope- 
dancers $ ordering the firft 19 fight with 
Foins, or Buttons upon their Swords * and 
that the other fhould have Feather-beds, 
or Mats fpread under them, to prevent the 
danger of a Fall 5 and from hence the Cu* 
ftom began of hangingNets under XhtRope 
a great while af ten 

He made very fevere taws to fecufe thd capiat; ** 
Privilege of Burying-places, and to prevent 
the defacing of Tombs, and Monuments j 
he likewife ordered that the Poor (hould be 
buried at the Publick Charge : And how in- 
clinable he was to pardon a Malefaftor^ we 
inay learn from the following Inftance. A 
Captain of a Troop of Banditti, who had 
a mind to be plundering of Rome, bethought 
himfelfofthisOpportunity* Hegoesirito 
Maris Field in the Suburbs, climbs a wild 
Figtree there, and entertains the Mob with 
abundance of Prognoftications,telling them 
withal that upon fuch a day when they faw 

O hldj 
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him fall off the Tree, and turn himfelf in- 
to a Stork, the Sky would rain Fire, and 
lay the Wprld in Allies : The People, be- 
ing generally given to Superftition, and 
over-credulous, fwallow'd this Prophecy 
with a great deal of Belief, and Admirati- 
on 5 and in the mean time the Camerades 
of this Figure-flinger, made their Advan- 
tage of their Folly, and ftrolling from home. 
When the Day for this terrible Met amor- 
phofis vyas come, the Knave drops off the 
Fig-tree,^ and in the.Tumble, lets a Stork 
loofe out of his Boforn with a good clean- 
ly Conveyance, and then dives himfelf out 
of fight, in the Crowd 5 The Mob were 
ftrangefy amaz'd' at this Miracle, and ex- 
pefting a drawer of Fire would come pow- 
dring down upon them, made 4 great bub- 
bub,, andconfiifion in the City. The Ein: 
perour being informed of this Adventure; 
had the pretended Prophet brought before 
him 5 and after having gotten the Truth 
out of him upgn promife of Pardbn* he 
was as good as his Word, thq* notwitb- 
fhmding his StoicalGravity,he could jtcarce- 
ly forbear laughing at the Fellows Rogyeryl 
He made ufe of all forts of Expedients^ 
reform the Misbehaviour and Diforders ar 
mong Women, and young People of Con- 
dition ; not knowing how much his own 
Family was concern d in thefe Misfortunes; 

For 
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For he was ftill ignorant of the Liberties ta- 
jken by his Emprefs Faufiina^ as we may 
eafily perceive by his Letters to her a little 
before her Death : And befides, we have 
itafon to believe, that had he been acquain- 
ted with her lit egularities, he would rather 
have made ufe of proper Remedies, than 
conceaFd the Injury : Indeed we can't fup- 
pofe him capable of fo fcandalous an In- 
dulgence, especially fince fuch Abufe of 
Families was feverely punifh'd in Private 
Perfbns by the Roman Laws. I grant a cer- 
tain Hiftorian is of another Opinion, who 
reports, that when the Emperour was ad- 
vis'd by fome of his Friends to be Divorc'd 
from Fauftina upon the fcore of her ill Con- 
duit, he made Anfwer, I nmji return her her 
tortune then 5 Now this jeft of an Anfwer, vm. ***** 
has taken mightily, and gone a great way »ap£>L 
in Peoples Belief. 

I ani riot ignorant of the Rifque a Man 
run* in oppofing hfe Private Sentiment a- 
gaiaft Authority an3 common Belief. How- 
ever iitioe there is : but one Hiftorian who 
delivers this Paflage; 'arid even he none of 
the tooft confiderable for IndifFerency Judg- 
mettt, and Exa&riefs, one may very well 
imagine that the Credit of this Sentence is 
not fo much owing to its own Trirth, as to 
the Negligence and Inadvertency of thofe 
that took it upon Truft . For granting the 

G a Em- 
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Empire was really Fauflinds Portion 5 as we 
muft fuppofe in Favour to the Hiftorian, 
this Anfoer, notwithstanding, would have 
been improper, and unworthy the Cha- 
racter of Antoninus 5 who fcorn'd to hold 
the Empire of the World, by fuch a fcaa- 
capitoi. 4 . d a ious Tenure : But then the Empire's being 
Fauflinds Dower was fo far from Matter of 
Faa, that it was really fettled upon Anto- 
ninus before there was any Profpeft of this 
Marriage : For when Adrian Adopted this 
Emperour, he obligM him to a Contraft 
with the Daughter of Lucius Commodm. 

That Satyrical Stage-Jingle upon the 
Name of Tertullus y when the Emperour 
was at a Play, proves nothings For Amto- 

* -m\ul' ntms ^ ac * n ° neceffity of taking this Jeft* 
Xre the to himfelf, there being enough befideS to 
wTs P prerent, ^uftify the Application. 
??LfJ?d The a ppearing in great Cities in a Coach, 
another, a Horfe-litter, or on Horfe-back, wasalrea- 

Wijm vas the ' • * - 

njm$ of the dy Prohibited by Adrian.: This Law was 
££% ""reviv'd by Antoninus. under exprefs Penal- 
JjTThTo. l * es : For he could not endure a Circum- 
ther made ftance peculiar to Triumph fhould grow 
woe with cheap by common Ufage ; And that ^he 
ft^uhy ofSubjeft (hould take the Liberty of an Earn- 
ed 7^", P a S e > which even the Emperours dechn'd 
2'^^unleft upon extraordinary Occafions. 

put the Queftion, being impatient to know the Name, replies, what fa yu r I hU 
jcu 9 faysnis Friend in the Dialogue, fer Tuliu$ > that is, I have repeated TV/to, Mr qf 
thrice y which ia « much u toiay the Man's Name UTcrtullns. Capitol* ao» 

He 
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He was fully perfuaded that the prefer- 
ring unworthy Perfons to the Magiftracy, 
was one of the greateft Misfortunes that 
could happen to a Prince. And thus taking 
all poflible Precaution to prevent fuch a 
Mifchief fromhimfelf, he never made any 
Difficulty to deny an unreafonable Requeft : 
A Perfon of a very ill Reputation having 
beg'd an Office of him, he gave him this 

Anfwer 5 Purge your felf fir ji of thofe bad 
Reports that go of yon : To this the Man 
prefentiy replied, Sir, I know feveral Judges 
as great Rakes as my felf The Emperour 
took no notice of his Boldnefs, but made 
it his Bufinefs not to give any Occafion to 
fuch Reproaches for the future. 

When he found any Perfon qualified to 
ferve the Publick, he gave them their due 
Commendation 5 and put them into fuch 
Pofts as they were fit for 5 upon fuch oc- 
cafions he us'd to fay, That tho a Prince *& 
could not make his SubjeUs what he had a 
mind to 9 yet 'twas in his Power to turn them 
to Account, by employing them in fuch Bu- 
finefs as they underftood. No fort of Con- 
sideration could make him over-look Merit, 
and Capacity in any Perfon* Nor did ever 
any prince delight more in making the For- 
tune of his Friends. Some of them were 
rais'd by him to the higheft Pofts in the 
ppyernojent t And thole who h»d pitch'd 
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upon a Condition of Life which lay out of 
the way of Employment and Office $ he 
took care to prefent them largely, and fet- 
tle fuch Penfions upon them, as might make 
them amends for the Privacy of their Sta- 
tion ; and for their voluntary baulking 
themfelves in their Intereft, and Honour 5 
But at the fame time he always avoided the 
granting of Penfions to fuch as were per- 
ft&ly Infignificant to the Commonwealth : 
Not forgetting the wife Maxim of his Fa- 
ther Antoninus Pius, who ufed to Gnr, That 

opitoi. in j /wag afhameful Piece of Injustice to let thofe 
People feed upon the Publick 9 who were too 
lazy to ferae it. As for the Poor, they ne- 1 
ver applied to him in vain 5 And the re- 
lieving of them was fo great a Pleafure to 
him 5 that he look'd upon it as one of the 
greateft Happineffes of his Life, never (x> 
have been unfurnifh'd for this Purpofe 5 

• Book 1. * And returns Thanks to the Gods for this 

Sc * 17 ' conftant opportunity of doing Good. 

capitoi .24. Tn the punifliing Part his Method was to 
mitigate the Sentence, and go lower than 
the rigour of the Law. HS was fo exaft 
in the Bufinefs of Juftice, efpecially in 
Criminal Caufes, that he reprimanded one 
of his Judges feverely, for Rubbering oyer 
a Tryal of fome Perfons of Faftiiofr, wd 
condemning then? in a hurry : Efe made 
the Judge grant the Prifpners ? new Tryjl, 
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and told him withal, That the leaft thing xA "• 
vphicb a Magiftrate comfnifjtond for Jufiice, 
could do, was to have Patience to hear what 
People of Condition could fay for themfelves. 

Another Judge having misbehav'd himfelf 
in a Caufe of great Concern 5 the Empe- 
rour inftead of turning him out, made him 
lye by a little, andamgn'd hisjurisdi&ton 
to a Brother of the fame BewA. In fhort, he 
left no Expedient untryed to difcourage 
People from doing amifs, and to. engage 
them to their Duty, He rewarded their Me- 
rits, fcrcen'd their Failings, and corre&ed 
their greater Faults, by fuch a Temper of 
Difcipline, as carried more Ad vantage than 
Rigour along with it. 

As none of the A&ions of Princes are 
without Force and Example, but do either 
a great deal of Good, or Mifchief to their 
Subje&s, fo Antoninus % making Philofophy 
his Inclination, had likely to have been ve- 
ry prejudicial to the Romans: For now the 
Empire was almoft over- run with pretend- 
ing Sages, who to fpunge upon their Prince, 
took the Habit and Title of Philofophers 5 
but left the good Qualities behind them 5 
infomuch that they were not only burden- 
fome to Private Families, but even to the 
State it felf. The Emperour being fcnfible 
of this Diforder, put a ftop to it, For now 
the Sham- Philofophers were thrown out of 

C 4 all 
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gll Privilege and Favour granted to that 
Faculty, and none but Men of approval Vir- 
tue, Character, and Merit, taken into the 
College. » 

He us-d to fay that an Emperour ought 
pever to precipitate any BuGnefs, nor aif* 
patch it, as it werq En pafant, and that 
Negligence in little Matters, is fometimes . 
^n occafion of great Miftakes. When a 
Jnln^c Caufe was before him * he always ufed to 
^ ur,u ^ r ^give the Lawyers what time they defired 
tbemftives. in their Argument : For he look'd upon it 
as a very rafh and unadvis'd Method, to 
Jjmit a Hearing to fo many Minutes, with- 
out knowing the Extent, or the Importance 
of the Matter to be alledg'd, Efpedally 
fince Patience is one part of Jnftice 5 And 
that 'tis much better to fuffer the Long Rob 
to plead twenty things Foreign and wide 
of the Cafe, than to hinder them from lay* 
ing onjp that's Material, and to thePurpoffc. 
|« Book 4 . He ufed the fame Care and Exa&nefs in 
fmaller Caufes, as in thofe of the greateft 
Concern, it being his Maxim that Juftiqe 
ought to be uniform, and hold out to the 
whoje length of her Administration, and 
thaj nothing relating to Right and Wrong 
Pfpfcof. ** was little. And thus he would fometimes 
fpend ten or twelve Days upon *Tryai % and 
£eep the Cbuncil at the Board till Night J 
pejther wpujd he ever leave the Senate, 
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till the Conful had difmifs'd the Houfe in 
this Cuftornary Form, My Lords, we boot**- 
no more trouble to give yon: And. which * 
made all this Patience and Application the 
more Remarkable, bis Conftitution was but 
weak, he could not bear the leaft Cold, 
nor venture himfelf with any more than a 
(lender Meal, which he always eat at Night, 
and took nothing in the Day-time but a 
little Treaclp to fecure his Stomach. But 
none of thefe Difadvgntages could make 
him indulge, or neglefl: any of thofe Pub- 
Jick Funftions, which, as he us'd to fpeak, 
the Chara&er of a Prince, and Legiflator, 
pbligd him to. 

He could npt endure Trifling, but cotm- ow*** 
ted it a great Crime to throw away the leaft 
Minute to no Purpofe. That time, which 
in Compliance to Cuftom, he fpent at the 
Pnblick Shews, was not altogether loft $ for 
even then, 'twas always his Method either 
to Write, or Read. In his Voyages and 
Expeditions, and when he was moft em- 
barrafs'd with Bufinefs, he made the ufual 
Intermiffions for Sleep, and Recreation, 
turn to fome very fignificant Account. 
Thefe Intervals be generally employ 'd in 
converting with himfelf, in examining his 
jponduft, the State of his Mind, and the 
Quality and Condition of his Enterprifes } 
" Jlty to thfs Vigitynpe, snd Gate of himfelf, 
' '. that 
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that we are indebted for bis Excellent Ak- 
dotations. By the Date of his two firft 
Books, we are inform'd that the one was 
written at Carnuntum, and the other in his 
Camp amongft the gjtadi, when the Empe- 
rour was ingag'd in the moft formidable 
War of his whole Reign. This great Fru- 
gality of Time produced feveral other Pie- 
ces which have fallen (hortin the Convey- 
ance. The lofs of his Commentaries^ or the 
Hiftory of his Life, which he left for his 
Son's Inftru&ion ; is that which is moft to 
be lamented. 

Twas always his Opinion that the Cre- 
dit and Security of the Government depend- 
ed chiefly upon Good Meafures 3 For this 
Reafon he would never undertake any 
thing in War, or Peace, without thet Ad- 
vice of his Privy Council 3 and which is 
more, not without confulting thole who 
had the beft Reputation for Senfe, whether 
Courtiers y Burgher / , or Senators : And here 
he was fo far from the Vanity of dragging 
the reft into his own Opinion, that he was 

always glad of a reafon to follow the Board j 
capkoi. 22. an( j u f e £ to f a y . • j» s mHC h nlore accountable 

for me to rejign to the Advice of fuch %reat 
Men who are all my Friends ■, than that fo ma- 
ny Wife Heads fhould be over-ruVd by my fin- 
gle Opinion. And to cure that common, but 
dangerous Miftake, which makes it uncre* 

ditabfe 
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ditable to yield up afi Opinion, he has left 
us this fignificant Truth in one of his Me- 
ditations, That a Man that goes in to the 
Sentiment of another, is no lefs at his Liberty 
phan if he had flack clofe to his firft Thought 5 
JPor *tis purely his own Senfe and Judgment 
that prevails with him to alter his Mind. 

He counted it a great Crime to warp the 
Jeaft from Veracity and Good Faith 5 and 
to prevent being furpriz d by the falfe Rea- 
soning of thofe Politicians who pretend, 
that a Wife Prince is not to be tyed to his 
Engagements, when they differve his In- 
tereft 5 that promifes are only Things of 
Courfe, nothing but handfome Baits to 
catch the unwary 5 to keep thefe Knavifli 
Principles from getting within him 5 He 
lays down this admirable Maxim, which 
all Priijces are concern'd to take notice of 5 
Take efpecial care ( fays he) never to count 
any thing m Advantage that will force you, at 
one time or other, to break your Word. * # Book 3, 
As reafons of State dire&ed 5 He fre- e 7 ' 
quently chang'd the Governours of Provin- 
ces, taking thofe into his own Hands which 
had been managed by Proconfuls in behalf 
of the Senate and Commons, and givjng 
them others govern d by Deputies &nd 
Viceroys Commifiionated by himfelf: And 
here, according to Auguftus's Rule, he gave 
the Pepple %h Provinces as he could mod: 

confide 



9 6 • The Life of the Emperour 



confide in, and received thofe of which he 
was left aflur'd. 

cipitoiao. He loved to be throughly inform'd of 
what People faid of him ; not to paniflb 
thofe who took too much Liberty, out to 
learn what was liked, or diflik'din his Ma- 
nagement 5 The ufe that he made of Publick 
Ccnfure, or Commendation, being only to 
recover a falfe ftep, or go on in a Defenfi- 
ble Method, with better Aflurance. And 
when his Ad mini ft rat ion, or private Con* 
du& were blam'd without Reafon, his Cu* 
ftom was to reply to the Charge either by 
Letter or Word of Mouth 3 not fo much to 
juftify himfelf, as to undeceive thofe that 

Cipitoi 22. fpread the Report, and acquaint them with 
Matter of Fadh 

He would never admit of thofe over- 
grown Ambitious Titles, which us'd to be 
given to other Princes, nor fuffer any Tem- 
ples or Altars to be built for him 5 Being 
fully convinc d, that the Flattery of the 
Subjed fignifies nothing in true Greatnefs, 
that 'tis the peculiar Privilege of Virtue, to 
raife up a Monarch to the Gods 5 and that 
a Prince remarkable for Juftice 5 has the 
whole World for his Temple, and all ho- 
neft Men will be his Priefts to worfhip him. 

apitoi. 22. The Marcomannij whofe Submiffions 
were only to deceive the Emperour, and 
make their Advantage by his drawing off, 
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levyed Forces again, and Menaced higher 
than even This Enemy had now enlarg'd 
their Confederacy, and made themfelves 
more formidable than before, by being re* 
inforc'd with all the Nations from Ittyricum 
to Gaul. * On the other fide, the Roman • From su* 
Troops were very much leffen'd both by XT 
Plague, and Service, and the Exchequer 
quite exhaufted by a long War, infomuch 
that theEmperour found himfelf in greater 
Difficulties than ever. The firft part of 
this Misfortune was remedied by lifting the 
Gladiators, the Banditti of Dalmatia and 
Dardania, and the Slaves too, which was 
never done fince the Second Punick War. 
And here 'tis very remarkable to obferve, 
that the Romans were very loath to lofe 
their Diverfions, to fave their Skins: They 
were mighty warm to have their Fencers 
difcharg'd : The Streets were crowded 
,with Tumults, and they were perpetually 
bawling out fuch Sentences as this $ WbatfcqfaA, «: 

mufi we be condemn d to Senfe in fpight of 
our Teeth ? Are we all to be made Philofophers 5 
and muft never fee any Prizes, and fine 
Sights any more ? The Emperdur was not 
in the leaft (hock'd with this Difturbance; 
he was no ft ranger to the Temper of the 
People; be knew very well, that tho* they 
made a Man a Brute one Day, they'd make 
a Cod of him the next, provided he main- 
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taitf d his Ground, and ftood firm to a rta- 

l^t!^t fo« ab '6 Refolution. * 

The maift Difficulty of ratting Mony was 
ftill behind $ which by a Prince of Attih 
nimts's Goodhefs was not foeafily mafter*d : 
For he could not endure the Thought of 
laying any new Taxes upon the People 

win. in pa. The beft and quickeft Expedient for a 

ncgyr fund, which he could pitch on, was tofol* 
loitf the Precedent of Nerva and TrdjM % 
and (ell the Furniture of his Palaces. Now 
the Siibjeft being not allowVL' to have their 
Houfes fo richly Furni(hM, or b$ ferv'd in 
Gold, or Silver Plate like the Emperobr 5 
to promote the Sale therefore, Antoninus 
Was forced to permit Per (bns of Quality to 
make their Figure and Equipage, as mag- 
nificent as they pleas'd. Upon this Liberty 
the Antfion began; and all the beft of thfe 

capita Crown Jewels, Paintings, Chryftals, Platb 
* and Hangings, together with the Em. 
ptfsfs's Wardrobe, were fet to Sale, and fo 
were a vaft number of rich Pearls in Adrians 
Cabinet Now the Rom am who werfe too 
poor to caVry on the War, to fecure thefr 
: Cbuntry, and affift a brave Prince, fotittd 
Money enotafcti to buy his Furniture : This 
An&ion Iaiftea\:wo Months, and rais'dTuch 

I 4 K 

a vaft Sattt; that the Emperour wis plert- 
tif ally fapply'd for the Charge of the 
Campaign. - At his comrag home hepulj- 

lUh'd 
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lifh'd a Proclamation to let them know, it 
would be kindly taken if they would re- 
turn the things at the Price paid for thetfi, 
but fore d no body to part with thed|fc 
gainft their Will. *. 

Before he took the Field he loft his capita. 22. 
youngeft Son Verus Ctfar 3 This Prince was 
but feven Years old, and died of an Im- 
poftumation in his Ear, the Phyficians 
lancing the Tumour before 'twas Ripe. He 
bore this Lois like a Man of Fortitude, 
would not fuffer Jupiter's Holy Days, 
which happen'd at that time, fhould be 
difturb'd 'by a Publick Mourning, fpoke 
kindly to the Phyficians, and paid them 
well for their Attendance $ and was fatif- 
fied in getting a Golden Statue voted for 
bis Son, which he order'd to be carried a- 
bout in a Pompous manner at the Circenjian 
T>iverfions 5 and that the Salii * fhould make • prieft* of 
a Panegyrical Poem in honour of the De- Mars " 
ceas'd : Thefe Ceremonies being over, he 
reafium'd his Bufinefs, and took care of the 
pQvernment, and having beg'd the Am- 
ftance of the Gods by Sacrificing, and De- 
votion, fet forward againft the Enemy; . 

This Expedition was much longer and 
more Troubf efome than all the reft. , . The 
Emperour being come up to CarnHfii»f», 
which he made his Head Quarters,, patsM 
the Dtrnnbe upon a Bridge of Boats, at the 
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Head of bis Troops, marched on to the 
Enemy, beat them in feveral Difputes* and 
burnt their Villages $ Upon which feveral 
|at Lords of the Confederacy being a- 
izM at the Progrefs of his Vj&ories, camd 
in, and fubmitted. One' Day as he was 
fearching in Perfon for the Ford of a Ku 
ver which ftopM his March, and was a 
fort of Fortification to the Barbarians $ the 
Eriemy's Slingers on the other fide the Wa* 
ter, difcharg'd fuch a Volee of StofleS up* 
on him, that he had certainly been loft, if 
his Men had not immediately come up and 
cover'd him with their Shields. This fur- 
prize ferv'd only to make the Army , ad- 
vance with greater Refolution 5 fo that 
paffing the River in a Heat, they powerM 
in upon the Barbarians , and made a great 
Slaughter of them. After the Rout, th& 
Emperour went to view the Field of Bat- 
tel, not to boaft of his Vi&ory, nor enter- 
tain himfelf with a bloody Speftacle ; but 
to weep over the Wounds and Misfortune 
of the Dead $ and to preferve thofe who 
were not paft help* and before he marched 
any farther he ofrer'd Sacrifices upon the 
Place, 
mo Baron: The Unadi concluding, and that rea- 
A^ ll ckrV fonably enough, they fhould be purfued, 
tt. 175. i e f £ f omc Companies of Archers, fuppot- 
ted by a Body of Horfe, to skirmifh with 

the 
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the Enemy, and pretend to difpute the 
Ground : And here the Romans prefs'd on 
with more Courage than Caution, a fault 
not uncommon in thofe who have the bet- 
ter of the Day. They attack'd the Ar- 
chers with great Vigour, who according 
to Orders gave way $ and counterfeiting a 
hafty Retreat, drew the Romans into a 
fort of Defile^ and enclos'd them between 
a Ledge of fteep and fandy Mountains. 
The Emperour's Men, t not perceiving the 
Danger they were in 5 and thinking no- 
thing too hard for their Bravery, fought 
very briskly at firft, notwithftanding the 
Disadvantage of the Oround: The Ene- 
my were not (b eager to pu(h the Point, 
but ftood barely upon the Defenfive, be- 
ing unwilling to run a hazard for an Ad- 
vantage, which a little Patience would put 
into their Hands. The Romans were at a 
lofi to explain this Conduft, till the ex- 
ceffive Heat pent in between the Moun- 
tains, their Wounds, their Wearinefs, 
and their Thirft, made them fenfible of 
their Error. Then, when 'twas too late, 
they underftood, that they could neither 
Retreat, nor Fight, that they muft either 
be fcorch'd, and parch'd to Death, or have 
their Throats cut by the Enemy. And now 
things were brought to that Extremity, 
that neither Anger, nor Defpair could 
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raife their Spirits: The Emperour who 
was much more concern'd for their Mif- 
fortune than his own, rid about the Army, 
and endeavoured both by Perfuafion and 
Sacrifice to reaffure them, and retrieve 
their Courage: But they had no Faith in 
their Devotions, and neither Rhetorici, 
nor Religion, fignified any thing. And 
now being harrafs'd, and juft fpent by the 
Heat of the Weather, the Enemy prepaid 
to attack them : So that expecting no man* 
ner of Relief either from their Courage, 
their Fortune, or their Gods, .they look'd 
upon themfelves as juft ready to be Sacri- 
ficed : And now when there was nothing 
but Groans and Howling to be heard, and 
Things appeared in the moft lamentable 
Condition imaginable, all on the fuddain 
the Sky was over-caft, the Sun fhrowded, 
and a prodigious Shower powr'd down 
upon their Camp. Thefe poor Wretches, 
who look'd more like Ghofts than Men, 
and had fcarcely ftrength to (land on their 
Feet, were fomewhat reviv'd at the figfit 
of this unexpected Rain 5 and imagining 
they (hould find more of it by marching 
farther, prefs'd forward, and at the fame 
time held up their Mouths, their Head* 

pieces, and their Shields to catch the Wa- 
ter. 
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The Romans were too bufy in quenching ra* 
their Thirft, to mind Difcipline, and keep 
their Ranks $ And x thus their Forces being 
in fame Diforder, the Barbarians not willing 
to lofe the Opportunity, charg'd them 
on all fides. The Romans fought and drank 
at the fame time 5 And many of them fwal- 
low'd down their own Blood, which run- 
ning from their Wounds, mix'd it felf with 
the Water they had provided. 

Notwithftanding this feafonable Relief 
their Cafe was very defperate, for ftill 
there was no hopes of holding outagainft 
the Force and Fury of the Enemy : when 
by another extraordinary Providence no 
lefs furprizing than the former, the fame 
Clouds which refrelh'd the Romans with 
Rain, difcharg'd a ftorm of Hail, mix'd 
with Thunder, and Wildfire, in a terrible 
manner upon the Barbarians. And thus 
while the firft quench'd their Thirft at 
their Leifure, the other were burnt, andal- 
moft roafted by a Fire which was part their 
Skill to Extinguiftu Some Hiftorians re- 
port, that when any of this Wild-fire hap- 
pen'd to light upon the Romans, it did them 
no differvice, whereas on the other hand, 
the Rain which fell amongfl: the Barbarians, x 
was like Oyl thrown into a Furnace, and 
made the Flames rage the fiercer 5 info- 
much that they cried out for Water to 
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cool the fcalding of the Rain: Nay 'tis 
fa id many of them wounded themfelves, 
to try if they could put out the Fire with 
their own Blood 5 And that abundance of 
the reft came with their Wives and Chil- 
dren, and furrendred to the Romans, that 
they might have the Benefit of that mira- 
culous Showr which was fo favourable to 
them Thofe who yeilded were treated 
with great Clemency by the Emperourj 
But the Soldiers, who were more in raged 
at the Affront they had received than af- 
fected with the Danger they had efcap'd, 
cut all in pieces that durft make any 
Refiftance, routed the reft, and took a 
great manyPrifoners. 
nio Lim- The Means and Occafion of this Del^ 
El£b5. He " rance ar e varioufly reported. Some faid 
that one Arnuphis, an Egyptian Magician 
rais'd this Storm, at the Ernperour's Tn- 
ftance, by the Strength of his Enchant- 
ments. For who can imagine that amongft 
fuch a number of Heathens over-grown 
with Folly and Superftition, there fhould 
not be a great many very forward to give 
away the Honour of the Miracle to their 
own Religion? But this Conje&ureis eafily 
•sea. *. confuted by Antoninus in bis firft Book* 
where he tells us, that he was better In- 
ftrufted than to be led away with the Impo- 
flares of Wizards, and Figure-fiingers, who 

pretend 
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pretend they can Difcharge Evil Spirits, and 
do flrange Feats by Virtue of a Charm. 

Others who had a great Opipion of the capitoi. 24 . 
Emperour's Virtue and Piety, which in- 
deed were Extraordinary, imputed this 
wonderful Refcue to the Prevalency of his 
Prayers. To confirm this, 'tis faid when 
the Day was juft upon the Point of being 
loft, the Emperour lifting up his Hands, 
addrefsM himfelf to Heaven in this man- 
ner : Lord the Author of Lifi, I humbly 
implore thy Ajjiftance> and lift up thofe Hands 
to thee which were never Jiaind with Human 
Blood. 

The gneat pains the Heathens took to 
carry off the Honour of this Miraculous 
Event, proves thus much at leaft, that we 
have no reafon to queftion the Matter of 
Fad. However, if we wanted this Tefti- 
mony, the Truth of the Hiftory may be 
proved by other Records of unqueftiona- 
ole Credit. Not fearing therefore the 
Cenfure of being over-credulous,or having 
a mind to fupport the Chriftian Religion 
by Fable and fallhood : An Artifice of 
which oijr Holy Faith has no manner of 
need 5 Being fatisfied, I fay, of the Truth, I 
fliall produce the Evidence: And here I 
defire to know with what fair pretence of 
Reafon the Faft can be doubted when ''(tis 
vouched by Authors who lived at the 

H^ fame 
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fame time : The Relation is this. The 
Captain of the Guards having acquainted 
the Emperour, that God never denied any 
thins to the Chriftians, that he had a greaf 
xiphiiin. - number of^that Perfnafion in the Melitene 1 
Legion, a Town oiCapptdocU^ and that he 
thought it advifeable for his Majefty, to try 
if their prayers could difengage him, fiace 
there was nothing to be expc&ed from any 
other Quarter ^ upon this the Emperour 
ordered thefe Chriftians to be brqught be- 
fore him, and defired them to pray to their 
God for him : Which being done, their 
Prayers were immediately heard, and by 
the ft range Diftin£tion,and Pointing of the 
Storm, 'twas demonftrably apparent that 
they belonged to the true God, who ha< 
the Winds and Thunder at Command, : 
Lad often delivered his Servants by fi 
an extraordinary Interpofition. 

Antoninus being too juft to ftifle the 
Miracle, wrote to the Senate in favour 
of the Chriftians, and order'd thofe (hould 
be punifh'd with Death, that informed a- 
gainft them 5 A very clear Argument that 
he believ'd the late Deliverance was all of 
TemiiL fr owing to their Prayers. Tertullian, and 
fJuisSp ^ Cvera ^ other Writers , about the fame time 
m. mention this Letter, and argue upon it 5 
which they durft not have done had it not 
been wellfcnpwp, and unquestionably Au- 
thenticity 
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tbenticfc. For a Forgery of this kind, 
would only have ferv'dtoenflame the Per- 
fecution % and make their Caufe lb much the 
jvorfc. But the preferving this Record 
would have been too great a.bjow to the 
Heathen Religion. This Spirit of Falf- 
hood and Impofture, was no doubt theoc- 
cafion that this noble Teftimony for Chri- 
stianity wasdeftroy'd. As to the Letter in 
Jnfiin Martyr % Works under this Name, 
'tis an apparent Counterfeit 5 neither was 
there any true Copy Extant a great while 
before the time of Eufebius. 

Thofe Authors are likewife miftaken,^^ 011 
who report this Legion of Melitene, was^ 1 * -.j7< 
call'd the Thundring Legion, upon the fcore Euiib! ' 
of the Miracle. For tne Thundring Legion chron 
was rais'd by Auguftus, and had that Name 
given it becaufe of the Figure of a Thun- 
derbolt upon the Soldier's Shields. 

And now the Army * proclaimed Anto*. Ann 
ninus Emperour, the feventh time 5 thi'soon*^* 
Honour he acoepted this bout, tho' twas 
not his Cuftom to do fo,till it had been firfl: 
mov'd, and voted by the Senate : The 
Emprefs Fauftina alfo had the Title given 
her, of Mother of the Militia, f *\2£Zm 

The very Night after this remarkable 
Day, the Emperour drew off from this 
dangerous Ground, and feizing a Pod of 
Ad vantage intrenched his Men* And here 

H 4 allowing 
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allowing the Army fotneDays for RefreCh- 
ment, and having receiv d certain Intelli- 
gence of the Motions, and Countenance of 
the Enemy, he held a Council of War, in 
which 'twas refolv'd to purfue them. This 
Defign being executed, he found them en- 
camp'd beyond a River, and their Camp 
Fortified and Flank'd with Villages on 
each fide. His Troops paffing the River 
in fpight of the Refiftance of the Sling? 
and Archers, attacked the Barbarians brisk- 
ly, who after having ftood the fir ft Shock, 
and loft their beft Men, gave way and Re* 
treated. And here the Romans made a 
horrible Slaughter of them, the Field was 
all ftrew'd'with Carcaffes, and the greateft 
trouble the Emperour had was to check the 
beat and furyofhisSoldiers,whoas weary as 
they were, feem'd toRefrcflithemfelves by 
cutting the Throats of the Enemy. There 
was a great Number of Prifoners taken,and 
Antoninus had fome of their Kings brought 
in Chains to him, with their Wives and 
Childretf. ■ • ■ ■ 

After this Vi&ory the Emperour 
„ Tom march'd his Army to the River Grdhna, 
TiieTIte** which parts the Quad* from thejazty- 
d?^bh g**** Sarwat£, the moft warlike Nation of 
■•■£2£?' aH the Barbarians 5 Beyond this River 
fa fime Uy *k ere was another, ; arid the Sarmats were 
JSwof the cncamp'd upon the ground between them. 
*,y. • -• The 



Marcus Antoninus. io? 



The Thundring Legion being order'd to 
march firft, made their way over a Bridge 
of Boats, and planted their Colours upon 
the Bank of the fecond River $ land the 
Sarmatians that oppos'd them were almoft 
all either drown'd or kill'd : In the mean 
time the whole Army pafs'd, and Antoni- 
nus after having firft facrificd, mark'd out 
his Gamp between the two Rivers, and 
order'd the throwing up Retrenchments. 
The barbarians being furprizM at his Suc- 
cefs, difpatch'd Ambaffadors to him, but 
their propofals proving too (hort, Antoni- 
nus bid them found a Charge, and drew 
out his Men againft the Enemy. The 
Thunder Legion again pafs'd the River 
firft in the Emperotir's Sight, and attadul 
the Jazygian Cavalry with fo much Brave- 
ry, that they forced them to wheel off,and 
Ride for't. Upon this the Romans were 
Mafters of the Field, and Forage, and 
brought off a great many Prifoners and 
Cattle : And all the Neighbouring Inha- 
bitants fent their Submiffions to Antoninus, 
ahd beg'da Peace of him. ' He receiv'dall 
their noftages, andhaving Intelligence that 
the great Men of their Country, were ac- 
cording to Cuftom met in a folitary Place 
for Confultation 5 he ordered his Troops 
to march, and mov'd with fo much fpeed 
and Conduft, that he furpriz d the B&kd- 

' riant 
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rlans before they had any notice of hit 
Approach, They were aftoniCh'd at fp un- 
expe&ed a Sight, and being more amazfd 
than frighted, threw tbemfelves at hl$ 
Feet* The Emperour fent them off into 
his Camp, and advanced with the beft of 
his Forces to attack their Army, which 
was encamp'd between a Fen coyerM with 
Reeds on one fide, and a Foreft on the 
other. The fight was obftftiate enough, 
and the Romans Blood was fo heated upon 
this Occafion 5 that after they had broken 
the Sarwatians, kill'd a great many of them, 
and fet all the Country on Fire, they went 
Quefting with Flambeaux to pick up the 
Enemy that were hid in Forefts and 
Marfhes. And here Antoninus** Behaviour 
was fo remarkably Noble, that 'tis nlbre 
for his Honour than the Vi&ory it felf : 
For he went in Perfon into the Woods, 
and amongfl: the Reeds, to preferve thofe 
-poor Wretches, encouraging them to truft 
his Clemency, and furrender themfel ves. 

All thefe Advantages were not fuffident 
to put an end to the War 5 there was ftill 
wanting a more compleat Viftory for a 
finHhing ftroke. But this was a hard mat- 
ter to come at, in regard the Barbarians al- 
ways fought with Referves, and would ne- 
ver venture their Fortune with theft whole 
Force. Antoninus perceiving the beft part 

of 
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of the Seafon was over, fpar'd no pains to 
bring the Expedition to a Point : And 
therefore without lofing time in treating 
with Ambaffadqrs, fent to him from all 
Quarters, more for Amufement, thaoSub- 
miffion, he chofe rather to pake up to the 
Place whither they had withdrawn fheir 
beft Effefts, and where their main Body 
lay encamp'd. This Enterprize was fo 
much the more hazardous, becaufe the 
March was long, the Ways almofl: Im- 
practicable, his Troops perpetually har- 
rafs'd by the Barbarians, infomuch that 
they were forced to move very flovyly, 
for fear of falling into an Arabufcade, or 
fighting upon ill Ground for want of 
knowing the Country. But thefe Difficul- 
ties at laft were all luckily got over : And 
Antoninus can\p up to the Place where the 
$*rmatians lay encamp'd, between the Ifler 
which was frozen over, and a great Wood. 
And having concerted how to attack the 
Enemy in fiich a Poft of Advantage, he 
drew up his Army in Battalia, the Barba- 
rians did the fame : And thus the Charge 
being founded, the Romans threw their 
Darts, and powr'd in upon the Enemy, 
who receiv'a them with great Courage. 
The Figfyt was long and fmart, and the 
Romans being almofl: aflaanVd to find fo 
much Refift^nce, exerted themfelves with 

unufual 
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unufual Bravery, and prefs'd the formation 
Cavalry fo hard, that at lad tfciey were 
forced to give way, and retreat to the 
IJier : And here making a (land upon the 
Ice, .the Imperial Infantry came immedi- 
ately up with them. And now the Fight 
was renew'd with greater Fury than be- 
fore j for the Enemy perceiving the Re- 
mans not ufed to fight upon Ice, and fcarce- 
ly able to keep their Feet, concluded they 
would not abide the Shock : Prefuming 
upon this Advantage they immediately 
rallied, and charged them on all (ides. 
Antoninus % Infantry were (haken a little at 
the firft onfet, and had been abfolutely 
loft had not the Soldiers reliev'd them- 
felves by a new Invention in the ufe . of 
their Shields : Thefe they threw upon the 
Ice to (land firm with one Foot 5 And ha- 
ving thus recovered themfelves, they made 
head againft the Enemy, feiz'd their JJri? 
dies, catch*d hold of their Bucklers and 
Lances, and pullM them fo clofe to them, 
that at laft they were drag'd off their Hor- 
fes. For thefe Barbarians having but flight 
Armour were in no Condition to refift the 
Romans, who were well arm'd Cap * Pie. 
In (hort, of all this vaft Number of Sarm^ 
tians, but a fmall Party efcap'd, by run- 
ning off into the Foreft, or into fome Camp 
they had fortified. The Emperour not 

lofing 
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lofing time in tbe purfuit of thofe that fled, 
attacked them in their Retrenchments, and 
carried his Point notwithftanding a ftout 
Refiftance of the Enemy, who look'd up- 
on thefe Pofts as their laft Refuge and Se- 
curity, and defended them accordingly. 

After this Vi&ory, Antoninus puts his 
Army into Winter-Quarters, and retired 
to Sirmium * himfelf 5 that being the near- * sirm;dl 
eft, and moft convenient Town for the in hww 
Service of the War. During his ftay here, 
he heard the Impeachment of Herodes, f tThis W «- 
profecuted by Demoftratus and Praxago- IL'famis 
ras in behalf of the Athenians h And like- l^&' a 
wife the Complaint Herodes prcferr'd a- £*£££" 
gainft thefe Commiffioners. They charg'd ***"* ^ 
Herod with an Infolent and Tyrannical vTm. 
Management in his Poft,and having had an 
intimate Correfpondence with Verus, they 
made broad Signs as if he had been privy 
to the pretended Confpiracy of that Prince 
to Poy fon Antoninus. On the other Hand, 
Herodes accus'd Demoftratus and Praxago- 
ras of an Attempt to raife the Mob upon 
him. Thefe Enemies of Herod were en- 
courag'd under-hand by the SZuintilians, 
who having the Government of Greece, 
had a great Intereft, and were glad of any 
occafion, to revenge an Affront put upon 
them by Herod : For this Orator having 

formerly mentioned the great Honour, and 

Promo- 
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Promotion the Emperour had beftow'd 
upon them, cited a Verfe from the Iliads, 
and made a Jeft upon their Country by 
Allufion, they being Originally of Trout, 
This Homer's Jupiter, fays he, is not to he 
indttrd for loving the Trojans at this rate. • 
This Jeft did much more harm to him that 
fpoke it, than to thofe 'twas broke upon. 

wioftr. in For the Countenance of the §l*inttlians 
was by no means unferviceable to Demo- 
Jlratus, and Praxagoras , for 

thij&r. The Emperour and the Emprefs admit- 
ted them feveral times into the Prefence, 
heard them upon the Subje&'of their Com- 
million, and treated them with fo much 
Diftin&ion, that Herod took notice of it, 
• not in the leaft doubting, that Antoninus 
favour'd the Athenians in Complaifance to 
Faufiina, and at the Inftance of one of his 
Daughters, who appear'd for them. Thus 
Herod being diftu'rbed with Jealoufy, and 
extreamly troubled for the lofs of two fine 
Slaves (whom he call'd his Daughters,) 
juft kill'd with lightning, being thus ruf- 
fled to a degree of Rage and Impatience, 
away he hurries in the Morning to the 
Emperour, and behaving •himfelf with a 
great deal of Paffion, infolently tells him , 
Thus I am rewarded for my Trouble with 
Verus, whom you fent for Inftrnftiw to nty 
Houfe ! Call you this Jujiice tofacrifice me 
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to the Humour of a Woman, and a little 
Girl * At this the Captain of the Guards 
was iuft ftepping forward, either to take 
him oy the Collar, or cut his Throat 5 
but was prevented by Antoninus, who 
without either changing Countenance, or 
(bowing the leaft fign of Diffatisfa&foii, 
turn'd to the Athenians, and told them, 
Gentlemen, you may Open your Canfe and go 
on with it, notmthftanding Herod // not at 
prefent in the Humour to hear you: Demo- 
/iratusharmgu'd, and argued with fo much 
Force, that he drew Tears from the Enr- 
perour, who finding the Manumis'd Slaves 
of Herod moft in fault, let all his Difplea- 
fure fall there, tho* according to his ufual 
Clemency, he did not go to the Rigour of 
the Cafe with them neither : The Father 
of the two young Women, that were kiird 
with Lightning had his Puniftiment whol- 
ly remitted 5 for he was fufficiently pu- 
nifh'd already, the Emperour faid, by the 
lofs of his two Daughters. 

Thofe who report that Herod was ba- 
niffrd to Epirus, feem'd to miftake his re- 
fiding a great while at Oricum in that Coun- 
try, for a Bjmifhment 5 occafiotfd by a 
long Sicknefs he was feiz'd with, at bis re- 
turn from Ponnonia. * For in earneft which * Hunger. 
way can we reconcile this Exile with He- 
tod's Letter fome little time after to the 

Emperour, 
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Emperour, in which he takes the Freedom 
to Expoftulate, why his Majefty did hot 
do him the Honour of his ufiialCbrrefpon- 
denceby writing > And tells bipi, that be 
bad formerly received three Couriers from him 
in a Day, and defires to know whether that , 
time was never to come again ? This Opini- 
on is farther confuted by Antoninus** An- 
fwer, in which he calls Herod hh Friend^ 
and after having juft mention'd his Winter 
Quarters, exprefs'd his Grief for the Death 
of his Emprefs, and given fome Account 
of his own ill Health, he adds, I wijh with 
all my Heart that this may find you well, that 
yon would not queftion the Continuance of my 
Kindnefs, nor fancy I have done you any 
wrong by punijhing fome Malefa&ors^ who 
were ufed more favourably than they defervd: 
Pray dotit let this Matter trouble yon 5 and 
if I have difobligd you any other way, or given 
you the leafl TJneafinefs ; 1 would have you de- 
mand Satisfaction of me in Minerva\r Temple 
at Athens, at the Initiating My fteries 3 For 
notwithflanding the Heat of the War, I am 
very defirom of being Initiated there, and 
would gladly have the Ceremony perform d by 
yourfelf. A Prince does not ufe to write 
in this manner to a baniftiM Subjeft. 
. As foon as the Spring came on, Antoni- 
nus not being willing to give the Barbari- 
ans time to raife new Forces, took the 

Field 
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Field to prevent them; And hatfirig pafs'd 
the Danube he fought the Enemy feveral 
times and routed them 5 inforfiuch that at 
laft defpairing to make Head againft a Ge- 
nera! fo remarkable for Courage, CQnduft, 
and Indefatigable Induftry. They fent to 
beg a Peace, and offer him Hoftages. So 
that now all his time was taken up in giv- 
ing Audience to Ambaffadors, and in re- 
ceiving a great many Kings who came in 
Perfon to do their Homage. The King of 
the Skrmatiant, whom we may imagine 
was no fmall Prince, reftor'd him a hun- 
derM thoufand Roman Prifoners, which he 
had taken, and gave him eight thoufand 
of his Troops, the greateft part of which 
were fent away againft the Britain*. And 
here the Emperour adjufted the Articles td 
the Temper of the People be had to deal 
vWith 5 and either rais'd or relaxed the Ri- 
gout of the Terms, according as he found 
the People more or lefs inclin'd to a Re- 
volt : And now they were all difpos'd to 
comply with wha^ was put upon them 5 in- 
forimich that the Cdbntry of the Matcomah- 
ni 9 J&adi, and Sbhnatiani, had all beed 
made Province} bf the Empire \ if the tiewi 
of Coffins $ Rebellion had not happen'd, 
who' Was fo hardy as to affume the Impe- 
rial Stile, and fet tip for himfelf In Syrid 
at the fame timte. This News was a fur- 

I puta 
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prize Lipoo the Emperour, and rais'd the 
Spirits of the Barbarians 5 who valuing 
their Liberties much above their Honour, 
took Advantage of thejun&ure, and obii- 
dio. g e( j Antoninus to foften the Articles in a 
great Meafure, and to make a New Treaty, 
much more in their Favour than that they 
had fworn. And this in all likely hood is 
the Reafon, why Antoninus, contrary to 
his Cuftom, omitted the recital of the Con- 
ditions of this Peace, in a Letter which he 
wrote to the Senate to acquaint them with 
his Proceedings. 

The Defign of feizing the Empire could 
never have been proje&ed by a Perfon 
more likely to fucceed than CaJJins. For, to 
give him his due, he was qualified in all 
Points proper for his Purpofe, The Vic- 
tories won by him in Armenia, Arabia, and 
£££/>/, had gain'd him the Efteem and Love 
of the Soldiers. To give fome part of his 
Chara&er } he was very ftout in his Perfon, 
and firm to his Refolution, admirable at 
Fatiguing, and no lefs a Libertine in his 
Pleasures when be thought then) feafpna* 
ble ; prodigal of his own Fortune^ and 
wild to make himfelf Matter of another feo- 
voicatin dies: His Qualities were govern'd bjriiis 
offio. Intereft, and he was either GoQdn^tijVd, 
or Severe, Profane, or Religious, a*occ£~ 
(ion ferv'd. He had improv'd the Natural 

Oafti- 
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Craftinefs of his Temper by Pfa&ice, and 
Pains :. He had an extraordinary Talent to 
guild his Chara&er, and cover his Defor- 
mities, to conceal Vice, and Counterfeit 
Virtue : He was the Man that reftor'd the 
old Difcipline in the Army, in the ekaft- 
ing of which he was \fo fevere, that he 
call'd himfelf Morim the fecond, and would 
never be perfuaded to pardon the lcaft Fault.ifcu. 

To give fome Iriftances of his Rigour : 
He always executed his Soldiers immedi- 
ately, who took any thing by force froiri 
the Town where they kept Garrifon. Whed 
he had the Command of the Army in Ger- 
many, fome of the Auxiliaries happened to 
furprize a Detachment of three thoufand 
Sormottans, by the Danube, very much in 
Diforder. Upon this Advantage they fell 
on, and cut them in Pieces : , But Coffins in* 
ftead of Rewarding the Captains of thefe 
Companies, had every Man of them Cru- 
cified j letting them know that they had 
no Liberty to fight without Orders. For 
how could they tell but that they might 
have fallen into an Ambufti, and exposed 
the Arms of the Empire to an Affront i 
Befides the Authority and Force of Difci- 
pline inu(tbe loft this w^y* * This Severi-p^ p 2j- 
ty was loo Vd upon p mpft Tyrannical, piefce^v. juu 

of Cruelty, andoccalidn'd a terrible Miiti- vm ' f * 
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ny in the Camp. Coffins hearing a Tumul- 
tuous Noife, fteps out of his Tent un^ntfd, 
and coming up to fome of the moft daring 
Mutineers,, with a menacing Look, (peaks 
fternly to them, Soldiers, fays he, yondbeft 
murther your General , and add VtUany U 
your TJngovernablenefs. This bold ftroak 
frighten d the Soldiers, who are moft afraid 
where they are leaft fear'd, and difheart- 
en'd the Enemies j who concluding that an 
Army under fuch exaft Difcipline, where 
even a Viftoyy out of Rule was punifh'd, 
muft needs be invincible, made it their Bu- 
finefs to negotiate a Peace. 
v 1fo lnt Farther, Coffins was the firft who ordered 
" * s ' the Hands of Deferters to be chop'd off, 
or their Hams cut, and forbid the Soldiers 
carrying any other Provifion but Bacon, 
Bifcuit, ana Vinegar. He mufterM his Men 
every Week, examin'd their Arms, and 
their Cloaths, and oblig'd them to be Ex* 
ibia.6. ercifed. For 'twas aflame, he faid, (trice 
Wrafilers, and Fencers were always pra&ifing 
in their Faculty, that Soldiers jbonld not be 
ttfed to Training, who when they are kept im 
conjiant Exercife find it much more eajy than 
otherwife : He' would not endure any thing 
of Luxury, or unneceflary Accommodation 
in the Camp : And when any Soldier was 
catch'd in a Fault of this kind 5 , he-would 

not 
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not fiiffer him to go into Quarters all the 
Winter : This Rigour in Discipline made - 
Antoninus give him the Command of the 
Legions which Verus\ Expedition had De- 
bauch'd in Syria $ upon this occafion the 
Emperour wroti? the following Letter to 
one of the Gcivernours of his Provinces. 

I have given Caffius the Legions which the voi«t. in 
Luxuries of Syria and Daphne have made**®" 5 * 
good far nothing, and which Cefonius Vec- 
tilianus found perfk&ly emafculated, and al-> 
moji drown d in the hot Baths. I perfnade my: 
f elf you will like my Fancy \ efpecially fince you 
know Caffius to he a Commander of great* 
StriffnefS) and that he comes up to the Dif- 
cipline of the old Gaflii. Tou remember the 
famous tferfe iVrEnnius, who was no ill Poet. 

Qq back for Difcipline to former times. 
Old Cujionfs are the Nations mainfupport. 

Ml that I have to defire of you /*> that the 
Army may not want Provijions, and if I un- 
derload Caffius, I dare engage he I give a 
good Account of it* ^ 

The Aufwer wrote by this Govefhour. 
to the Emperour, will give us a farther 
light into the Character and Reputation of 
C4k* 5 Tisthis. 
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Tour Majefty has made an Excellent Choke 
in difpofing the Legions of Syria to Gaffins $ 
For 'tis highly necejfary that an Army de* 
bauch'd by the Luxuries of Greece* Jhonldbe . 
put under a good fever e Qeneral. In earmsft 
he'll quickly pull them out of their hop &a$hsj 
and perfuade them to fight without Nofeg<tjs t 
and Effences : The Provijlons for the Troops 
ate ready : Indeed therms no fear -of-fcxrcify 
under a goodCommandet 5 For in fitch\iC*fo % 
both the Demands^ and the Expence^ are kfu- 
ally very moderate* ' . > . V 

Di0# This Cajfins notwithstanding the Strifr* 

pcfs of his Government was born id^Syria^ 
a Country not at all remarkable. for Sobrie- 
ty of Manners. He was-* the Son of that 
Famous Rhetorician/^e/W^r^ who by 
the Strength of his Elocution was made 
Secretary of State to Adrian, and after- 
wards Viceroy of Egypt. ■ ■': % V " 
Now tho* Fortune can't change the Cir- 
cumftances of Birth,- yet itofterr ptks^Men 
upon Pro je&s in Genealogy^ Ckjfi utwa&na 
fooner mouiifed in his Station, buthe^be- 
gan to bethink himfelf of drawing a De- 
fcentr fromtfhat old Cafft&i who wascon- 
cern'd iff a Plot againft Julius CdfarX For 
in Heraldry the faai'e Kame oftentimes 
makes two Thirds of a Proof. Having 
Founded his Pedigree upon this Pretence, 
u " tii: ' • ' ••",;.* ' : he 
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he cMeivoufd to fortify hit Claim by a 
Confotfhity of Manners. Like old Coffin, 
he always had an Averfion to the very 
Name of an Emperoiir $ and verfturM to fay, 

That there was nothing more intolerable to the ™jj£- "■ 
State than thk Title % which had this Part ten- 
/*r uriforinnate Circutnftance in it, that he who 
went about to fityprefs it in another 9 was fore d 
to take it upon hinifetfr Like his. pretended 
Anceftor Jie valued nimfelf upon his Incli- 
nation to reftore the old Liberty : And ufed ibia.i *. 
to hint, That if the Gods would but Counte- 
nance it good Caufe, theCafiii would fet up the 
Common wealth at high as ever. This A- 
veriion l^eighterfd by avaft Ambition 5 
and brought to an Expe&ation by fome 
Knavifh Fortunetellers, who are feldom 
wantifjg in fuch Cafes, had like to have 
broke out in the Reign of Antoninus Pi- 
us. Cajftw, tho then very young, had 
form'd a Confpiracy againft him : But 
Heliodorus, a Perfon of great Prudence and 
Authority, ftifled this Plot in the Birth, 
hoping time would qualify his Son's Heat, 
and make him Wifer. Cajjius during his 
Fathers Life, kept within Compafs, and 
feem'd reform'd by his Advice, but this 
reftraint, ferv'd only to provoke Defire 5 
which at laft grew too ftrong to be man- 
aged. The Emperour Verus when he went 
into Syria, wastfye firft that (Jifcover'd his 

I 4 Defigji^ 
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Defign j and being glad of an Oppprbini- 
ty to deftroy a Man^.whpfe Exploits and 
Bravery* had made l^rafomewIjatjeftlous f 
he wrote tQ Antoninus as follows .&■ , . . . 
ari"' ia Cajjius, as I am ^eU in for m d, is making 
his way to theThrom± and going upon im Ola 
Defign difcovefd in my Grandfather your tar 
thefs Reign. I beg ofyoif his ^otipk/.may 
he obfervd^ nothing that we d<{ cgnpleaft 
him, andjbe is fiUinglkis Coffer s^aKafnightj 
rate : He snakes ajeji. of pur Inclination fir 
Letters j calls you r old Pbilofophji in-Petti* 
coats, and me a little Liber tin?. . Lqujee there* 
{ fore what you have to do $ for mypdrt^fbavp 
no Spleen againft the Man t But 1 entreat your 
Majejly to takepare fix fear you and your Chil- 
dren fiould one day be fenfible of tbp* danger 
in continuing a General of his Temper r fa much 
belovd, andfo very abfolute in tne.Aryty. 

Antoninus imputing /^WsSufoicion, ei- 
ther to his Jealoufy, or Difafte&ion to 
Ca(fi}/s, returnd him this Anfwer. 

/ read your Letter, and find it too full of 
iPifiidence and Apprehenfion for an EntperoHt^ 
and not at all f nit able to the Chara&erofour 
Reign. If the Gods have decreed the Empire 
to Caffius, *tis not in our power to prevent it ; 
you remember the faying of your Grandfather 
Adrian, that nojVlan could kill his Suq- 
vokit in ceffor •• But if his grafping at the Scepter 
Caffio# * is discountenanced by Heaven- hell deftroi 
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hiptftlf without our Cruelty 5 - fy fides, 'twill 
look very oddly to try a Man without Evi- 
dence, and who, as you obferve is fo very muck 
belovd by tt{e Soldiers. I way add, that in 
Cafes of High Treafon, tlfe Prifoner is gene • 
rafly thought to. be. hardly ufed, when fairly 
CpnviSed... 1 fuppofe you bant forgot what 
Adrian nf^L K to J ay upon this Occafeon* That 
Princes were- the. mo ft Unfortunate of all 
People, for no body will belief there's any 
Tpnth in aCpnfpiracy till they fee it Execute 
ed. % Tis true, this fine Sentence belongs 49 
Domitian, but 1 rather chuft fa cite Adrian, 
b$caufe the Sententious fay trigs of Tyrants 
.have not the fame Weight ana Authority, as 
thofe which are delivered by a Good Prince. 
Let Caffius. then take his Humour, for to 
gype him his due, he is a great General, bravt 
in. his Perfon, and one that tve can by no 
means fpare as Affairs ft and. As to what 
you infinuate, . that his Death is the only Se- 
curity for my Children 5 I fay, if Camus's 
Merits out-jbiffe theirs, let them fmartforfa 
for if % tis more the Inter eft of the TLmpire that 
Caffius Jbould live, than theljfue 0/ Antoni- 
nus, J (hall never be concerned about their 
Death. 

It appear'd by the Event, that Veruf 
ljacl made a right Judgment of the Cafe, 
j*nd penetrated the Defigns of Caffius bet- 
ter than his Brother Emperour : Btit'tp 
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common for Honefty and good Meaning 
to make too favourable Conftro&ions up* 
on other Men. 

J*** in . Antoninus was fo beloved by the People; 

capiwi 24 . that Coffins found the working of bis Pro- 
;e& a difficult Butinefs ; And notwithftand- 
ing his Intereft iri Egypt and Syria he codl 
never have made any Progrefs in the Mat- 
ter, had it ndt t been for a A Sham-Report tf 
Antoninus' s Death, Some were of Opini- 
on that this News was railed by himfdi; 

i V b?d?c»- ahd that Fanjtina j>erceiving the Etpperoor 

yuoiDio. broken by Age^ '.fatiguing, nnd illHealA, 
that his Son Comntpdus was" too young (p 
fucceed him, and being afraid her Quality 
of Emprefs would not laft, held a Cone* 
fpondence with this Rebfcl 5 and by t 
ftrangc piece of Politicks, had awaken 1 !! 
his Ambition, and made him the ofFerof 
her Perfon, and the Empire, which latter 
fhe hoped to fecure for her Children by 
this Conirivatjct. But there's no likely- 
hood Fauftina would take fuch wrong Me* 
fures, and indeed the Temper of Caffimb 
enough in all Confcience to juftify her. 
But lctilrisbeas it will, 'tis certain he pub- 
lifti'd the News of the Emperour's being 
dead, and that with all the Appearanceof 
Grief and Mortification imaginable j ad" 
ding withal, that the Army in Panntm 
not believing Com modus old enough to 

govern, 
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;overn, had proclaim'd him Emperour in 
\is ftead. This Pretence was fufficient for 
Caffrm to fet up with 5 who having given 
the chief Commands fn the Army to his 
Friends, endeavoured to fecore himfelfa- 

ginft Oppofition, and in a little time made 
mfelf Matter of all the Country from 
Syria to Mount Taurus 5 and at the fame 
time he wrote a Letter fomewhat in the 
fform of a Mamfijio, to his Son* * the Go- # orsonio 
uernour of Alexandria; It rims thus. 'pZndanu,. 

Nothing cateti more unhappy than a Go* 
^efrttfrtrttwhtek Cherijhesfuchaninfatiable 
for* if People as 'Wi are now peflerd with*- 
Antoninus is really a very good Man, only 
be' firkins to& much for the Cbtraffer of Cle* 
mentfi and fujfers thofe Wr&xhes to go on* 
rbhofe Misbehaviour he is fully convincd of$ 
where* the brave Radius, whofe Name we hav&- 
tfa f&frour to carry \ tW without much Signi-> 
ficancy atprefent ? Where s Cato theCenforfr 
Whafs become of the Difciplhie of our Ance - 
/&&/ Alafs ! It expired with ihofe grea* 
Men; Md nowwe have fcarcely, the Manhood: 
left Jo mttch as to think ont. Antoninus is 
ferfe&lyfnb&Hed by Philofophy : He fpendr 
his lime in reading tlpon the clement /, dif- 
fering the Sotd^krid making fine Difcourfes 
ufon Decency and Juftice t but as for the Go* 
vtriwttit x thdt*itheleaft ofhtsBufinefs. 2* 
fi^^f^tke^^hbeg %¥ Steel, z*d 
"■ - 1 - 5 extreme 
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extreme Remedies can relieve us, andfet tht 
Commonwealth upon the old Foot. What 1 d$ 
you think PU endure fneh Governaurs rf 
Provinces as thefe are .<? If I mdty call fuel 
Fellows Governours and Proconfitls, ni$ 
fancy Antoninus, and the Senate give tbm 
the Command of a whole Country y only to jH 
their Pockets* and fupply -their Debauches], 
Ifuppqfe you have heard that our VirtaofoV 
Captain of the Guards was but a mere Begga 
jufl before bis Preferment $ and now all oft 
fudden his Fortune is fwell\d to a vafi.hdh 
And which way ca*t his Coffers, grorp tints A 
uhlefs by preyhng-eitber upon the Publick E* 
vknues, or Private Property / Well I In 
not forryfor tteir Thriving $ let tbefe $p» 
gtsfnek as plentifully as (bey plea/e, XhoftU 
ffueefe them, into the Exchequer Jhortly. Lt 
but the Gods vduebfafe to Countenance, aged 
Cavfe, and the Caflii will not fail to Jet up th 
Commonwealth as high as ev$t. 

dio. Martins Fer#t, Lieutenant Genera!, who 

* ,pha as I obferv'd; had a great fliare undfer G$* 
in tbeA&iQn,and Succefies in Armenia,}* 
ving now the Government of CappadocU, 
difpatch'd away Couriers to Atyon*n0 % to 
inform him of the Revolt. The Emperour 
being afraid left Coffins (hould by fofflC 
Means or other, feize upon Qomwpdus % « 
Set him Murthfef'd, wrote privately to Jb* 
far ihe yoimggriq.ee tQ be popvey\J IP JUSI 

and 
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r and endeavoured to conceal the News from 
his Army : But as foon as he underftood it 
was divulg'd, that the Camp had taken the 
.Alarm, and the Soldiers had Meetings about 
it : He order'd them to be drawn up before 
his Tent, .and made a Speech to them as 
follows. 

* Felfow Soldiers, My BuGnefs with you is 
c neither to (how my Diffatisfa&ion, nor 

* make any Complaint : For why (hould 

* we be difpleas'd at the uncontrolable 

* Power of Providence : Tis true, to com- 
c plain when one's ill ufed, as I am, is natu- 
c ral enough. In earneft, is it not a hard 

/* Fate to be perpetually embarrafs'd, and 
c embroird, to (land always with ones 
c Sword drawn, and be tofs'd from one 

* Tempeft to another? Is it not a deplora- 
c ble Bufinefs to be thus drag'd into a Civil 
€ War? But is it not ftill a more lamentable 

* Confideration, that there's no fuch thing 
c as Fidelity in Nature, and that one of thofe 
€ Men whom I belie v'd moft firm to my 

* Intereft, fhould take the Field againft me 
€ without the leaft Injury, or Provocation 

* imaginable? At this rate what have we 
c tp truftto? Where can Innocence and 

* Honefty be fecure ? If I am thus ferv'd, 
€ where is true Friend (hip, and Sincerity 

* to be met with ? Has not Good Faith ta- 
£ kep its fc$ye>and what can we expeft from 
,,. ,; j. 'Mankind 
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Mankind after this? If the danger pointed 
at none but my Perfon, I would give my 
felf little trouble about it, (for I don't 
pretend to be immortal $) but now fince 
the Revolt is general, the ftorm bean 
down upon us all. I heartily wifh Coffins 
would come hither, and refer his Preten- 
tions, and make you, or the Senate Judgp 
of them : For if after fuch a Debate 'twas 
thought Serviceable to the Publicity I 
(hould willingly refign to him without 
(hiking a ftroak. Tis only for the fake 
of the State that I have thus long har- 
rafs'd and ventured my Perfon : TTis on- 
ly upon this Account that I have as it 
were banifh'd my felf my Native Coon* 
try, and denied an old and infirm Body 
the Conveniencies of Italy, and that I 
can very feldom enjoy One eafy Minute, 
either to Eat or Sleep in. But Cajjins Will 
never confent to this Propofal. For how 
can he truft himfelf with me, after his 
barbarous Ufage, and Breach of Faith? 
As for you, Gentlemen, you have great 
feafon to keep up your Spirits; for the Gr- 

liciansj Syrians, Egyptians, and Jews, were 

never yet your Equals in Bravery, dor 
ever will be, tho* they exceeded jrcto 
Numbers as much as now they fall fhoit of 
them. Nay even Cajjins himfelf, as gdod 
a General as he is, and after all the gr&t 

'Exploits 
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Exploits he has done, is a meer Cypher 
as things ftand. For what can an Eagle 
fignify that has nothing but a Flock of 
Pigeons to mufter, or a Lion that heads 
no other Forces but Fallow-Deer ? Be- 
fides, 'tis you, notCaflzHs, that beat ; the 
Parthians % and Arabians j and granting he 
has gain'd a great deal of Honour in this 
War, have you not Martins Verus on your 
fide, not at all his Inferiour 5 and who 
has contributed as much as the other to all 
our Succeffes in the Field? But it may be 
Coffins bearing me alive, has now repented 
his Attempt $ for 'twas only the Report 
of my Death which has made him thus 
Enterprizing. And: fuppofing he fhould 
be obftinate at prefent, when he has once 
notice of our March againft him 5 he'll 
fcarce ever have the Refolution to Face . 
us. He'll be confounded between your 
Force, and my Prefence, and Shame and 
Fe^r together will make him drop his 
Sword. Fellow Soldiers 5 the only thing 
I'm afraid of is, that Coffins not having 
the Confidence to look me in the Face 
(hould make himfelf away, or that fome 
pther Body; undemanding I'm going to 
fight him, (hould do me this ill Office, 
and fo deprive me of the mod: glorious 
Advantage of my Viftory. And what 
Advantage is|jhis> Tis to Pardon an Ene- 
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my 5 'tis to Be True to a falfe Man, and to 
continue his Friend that has broken all 
the Laws of Friendftiip. This, 'tis likely, 
looks very Impra&icable to you, but for 
all that I would not have you disbelieve 
it. For Goodnefs and Generality have 
not fo utterly forfaken the Earth, as not 
to leave us fome Remains of the Antient 
Virtue. But if this muft be counted In- 
credible, I have ftili the greater defireto 
it \ To convince you by Matter of Fad, 
of what you all thought impoffible. And 
by this means I fhould gain the Satisfacti- 
on at leaft of (bowing the World that 
the greateft Provocations may be over- 
looks, and that 'tis poffible to turn even 
a Civil War it felf to fome handfom Ac- 
count. 

t*o c a pi- This Speech was fent in a Letter to the 
voicat in Senate , where Cajjlus was attainted of High 
*** 7 - Treafon, and his Eftate forfeited to the 
City Chamber, for the Emperour would not 
have it brought into his Exchequer. In the 
mean time Commodus came to the Army, 
and had the Tribunitian Authority granted 
him by Antoninus : And now having pro- 
vided every thing ready for the marcbii 
his Troops, the Emperour went into It* 
to take the Emprefs, and his other Chil- 
dren along with them. And being come 
as far as Mount Alba he wrote this Letter 
to the Emprefs. Veru* 
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Verus was in the right in the: Advice he™jg- ln 
fent me of Caflius*/ Defign to ujhrp the Em- l 
pire. I fnppofe you may nave heard what fine 
things the Fortune-tellers "have promts d him* 
Pray come forthwith to Mount Alba, and 
fear nothing 5 For here 1 wait for you, and 
hope by the Gods AJfiftantc, to difcourfe with 
you farther about our Affairs. 

Fanftina wrote him this Anfwer. 

/ intend^ according to pur Orders to be 
at Mount Alba to mbrrow^ in the mean 
time I beg of you, if you have any X/yve for 
your Children^ to make an Example of all 
thefe Traitors .• For thefe Rebellions are an ill 
Prefident to the Officers, and Soldiers, who 
mil infallibly do your Bufinefs, unlefsyon pre* 
vent them. 

Faujiina being hindfed by feme Acci- 
dent from going to Mount Alba, the Em- 
perour wrote to her to come to Formianum, 
and embark with him there, but being de- 
tained at Rome by their Eldeft Daughters 
falling Sick* (he feat him this Letter. 

When Celfus'i 1 Rebellion was on Foot, my 
Emprefs-Mother Fauftina, defired our Father 
Antoninus, to be kind in the firft place to his 
own Bloody and Family y and then if he had 
any Mercy to fpare\ to let Strangers be the 
better fort : For indeed an Emperour cant be 
faid to be good Natu/d,- unlefs he takes care 
of bis Wife and Children. I need not tell 

K yon 
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yon of the Difadvantage of your Son Cosmo- 
dus his Minority , nor that your Son in Law 
•HisFimi-Pompeianus, is both in Tears, and a * Fo- 
uodSfn An reigner. Take care then how yon manage yonr 
felf with Caffius and his Adherents. Ne'er 
fpare thofe Rebels., who you. fee dont fpare 
yon 5 neither would tbey hdvt any greater Ten* 
dernefs for me and my Children^ ifthejjbauld 
carry their Point. 1 intend to follow Jon im- 
mediately. Fadilla's falling ill has kindred 
me in my Joiirney to Formianum, but if I 
cant reach you there t I hope to do it at Capua $ 
voicat. in the Air of that Town I expeU will fet MB and 
** l °' **' my Children mp again. I defire you would 
fend me your PhyficianSotetidas to Formia- 
num; for really I have no Faith /VSofithcuSj 
In my Opinion, he is but a forry Do&4r 9 to 
* Pudi*. prefcribe toa\ Child. Calphurnius $ as de- 
v,r * inL liver d me all yonr Letters with the Seals 
whole 5 if my Journey is delay d Til write yon 
an Anfwer, and fend it by our Trnfiy Servant 
Caecilius, who Jhall inform yon by Word of* 
Mouth what C&i&ms Wife and Children^ and 
Son in Law talk of you 9 and which I don't 
think convenient to commit toPapeK 

Coffins 9 who was a Man of too much 
Senfe not to know there was no fleeping 
over Treafon % pufh'd his Point, and endear 
vour'd to gain Greece to open his PaiTage 
the better into Italy. And here forefeciag 
the Iatereft and Elocution of Herod would 

be 
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be ferviceable to his Purpofe, he left nor 
Stone unturn'd to prevail with him, aad 
to refrefh his old Difguft againft Antoninus. 
But Herod, without liftening in the lead to 
his Propofals, or fa much as reading his 
Letters all over, rettirn'd him this fhort 
Anfwer, and indeed the only right one for 
a Rebel. 

CafltUS, thou art Out of thy Wits. * m**u 

CaJJiut was no luckier in other Places jwt- H^i" 
he could nbt fo much as (hake the Allegi- 
ance of any Confiderable Town, nor de- 
coy any Body to his Party, excepting fame 
beggarly Libertines, who were over Head 
and Ears in Debt, and Debauchery • This Dio.voicat. 
ill Succefs began to make him lofe his Cre- xn c * ffia ' 7 * 
dit amorigft the Soldiers 5 and thus after 
three Months, and fix days from his firft 
Revolt, this Vifionary Reign concluded, 
and the Ofurper w&s kiffd by two of his 
Officers. His Head was brought to the Em* 
perour at Formiamm, as appears by his 
Anfwer to FauftinJs Letter which (he 
wrote after (he had receiv'd the News of 
Caffius's Death. 

'IStr tptpojjible, my dear Faiiftina, for aHy voicat ;• 
one to Jhero more tenaernejs and AffeSiokthan Cafi * lU 
you have done upon thii Uccajion^ for tnt and 
the Children. I have read your Letter at For- 
nwamith wet and over* in tohiehjmt advipt 
m to punijh the CafEan Rebels. : But for 
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my part I am refolvd to pardon Caffius's 

Wife and Children^ and Son in Law 5 And 

am now going to write to the Senate to per* 

fuade them to moderate their Rigour y and 

not make too many Tractors, fir there's no* 

thing that recommends a Roman Emperourfo 

much as hk Clemency* 'Twos this Quality 

which made Julius Caefar greater than hk 

• Victories y and gave him a,nd Auguftas their 

l Ml ^ Jk . * Apotheofis t and procurd our f Father, the 

^Anzownih Honour able Jur name rof \\ -rlUJ) : could thk 

-.» or' Mepci- War have been ended as I would have had it, 

rul * even • GafllfiS fiould not have loft hk Life. 

Nee/dijlurbyour filf For., the Gods who 

love my Clemency will be fure to proteft 

•The Em- * me. 1 have nominated our Son in Law 

Pompeianus, Confulfor the enfuing Year. 

This Clemency was admired by feme. 

voicac , n and omfured by others : One of this latter 

fort took the Liberty to ask Antoninus what 

he thought Cajfius r \vpxi\<l have done if he 

liad g£>t|en the Victory. The Emperour 

replied*, We have not fervd the Godsfo neg- 

iigV^tiy/ nor lived- fo \U y as ta have had any 

manner of fear of being conquer d by Caflius. 

Them he went on and inftanc a in thofe 
Prinqes^ho were either defeated by the 
Rebels in the Field, or privately murther'd 
by their,§pbje&s, (hewing that they mif- 
9arried either by their Cruelty, or their ill 
Confhjft, j&rvzxi&Cdigula, fays hs? may 
V* thassk 
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thank themfelves for their Misfortune, Otho 
and Vitelliufc, wanted Courage to govern^ and 
Galba perfectly loft hiwfelf by his Ay or ice : 
He added, that there was hardh one Good 
Prince upon Record, who was thus fervd $ 
That Auguftus, Trajan, Adrian, ancl An- 
toninus Pius, had always the upper hand of 
Rebels and Traitors , thegreateji part of which 
were executed either contrary to their Orders, 
or before, they knew ont. Twere very well, 
if this Maxim would hold 3 but alafs ! Since 
this good Emperour's time it has fail'd in 
a great many Cafes : -I (hall now give the 
Reader his Letter to the Senate upon this 
Occafioq. 

My Lords, . ■ . 

You have voted my Son in L<m>Pompeianus voi*u. fn 
Qonful, as aTeftimony of your Satis faBion for 
my Succefs: indeed his Tears dejervd this 
Honour long face, had not Perfons of extra- 
ordinary Merit appear d again fl him $ And 
where the State was fo much indebted, 'twas 
but reafonableto dij charge the Obligation. As 
fo CaffiusV Revolt, I intreat and conjure 
you to wave the ufual Severity in fuch Cafe* % 
and not let me,or rather your felves, fujferin 
the Char after of Clemency, by condemning any 
P erf on to Death. Let none of the Senate b$ 
puniftid, Let no Noble Blood be drawn: Rgr 
cal the Banijhd, and let thoje under porfii^ 

K3 tut* 
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ture enjoy their Eftates: And I heartily wijb 
'twas alfo in my Power to bring the dead to 
Life again, And fetch them out of their Grams I 
For Idorit love an Emperour Jhould take /If- 
vengefor himfelf: This Method tho never fi 
defenfible is generally interpreted as aver Ki- 
gorous. For thefe Reafons I conclude nu 
will be willing that CaffiusV Wife, Children 
and Son in Law /hall have their Pardon* 
Their Pardon ! Why [honld I fay that, fine* 
they have done nothing to need it ! Let them 
live then undijlurVd, and be fenfible they 
live vnder the Reign of Marcus Antontnofc 
Let their EJlate, their Money, and their Fur* 
nitnre be rcjiord 5 Let them be rich, and eafy, 
and go where they pleafe, and wherever they 
Move let them carry the Marks ofyourCle* 
psency, and mine about them. 

My Lords 9 Tis no great Inflance of Good- 
pefs to pardon the Wives And Children ofthofe 
Attainted: I defre you would dofomething 
more for toy fake than this comes to^proteSJ 
ftefeechyou thofe Senators and Gentlemen con- 
cerned in the Plot, from Executions and For- 
feitures, from Fear and Infamy, and from aS 
forts of Injury, and Disadvantage whatfb- 
ever$ and let it be the peculiar Happimfs of 
my Adminiflration, that no Rebel who lojl 
his Life in Skirmijb* or Tumult, may be 
thought if dc4t with. 
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The reading of this Letter was receiv'd £p Itok * 
with great Acclamations, and all the figns * 
of Acknowledgment and Refpcd imagi- 
nable. In the mean time the Emperour 
order'd Ctfjiu/s Head to be buried, and 
[eneroufly (hewed himfelf troubled for his 
>eath ; and then continued his March to 
put an end to the Rebellion ^ and bring 
the Bdftern Army to their Doty. He be- 
gan with Egvpt, and pardon'd all thofe 
Towns which revoked to Coffins 5 And 
when he came to Alexandria, a very dif- 
affefted Place, he left one of his Daughters 
there* as a Security, that be was Friends 
with them. 

Being arriv'd at Pelnjium he faw theapM. 
Solemnities of Seraph performed there 5 
which being frequented by vaft numbers 
from all Parts of Egypt, occafion'd a great 
deal of Debauchery and Extravagance : 
Therefore, without minding how the Peo- 
ple would take it, who are generally Dis- 
concerted at any Change in Religion ; he 
put down thefe Holy Days, and ordered 
that the Sacrifices to this Idol fliould be 
offer'd by theEriefts in Private, without a- 
ny Concourfe of the Multitude. And all 
the way of his Prtgrefo he vifitcd the Tem- 
ples, Schools, and fuch frequented Places, 
inftru&ing the People in a familiar conde- cipfet" 
fcenfive manner ; And explaining fome of 

K 4 the 
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the grand Difficulties inPhilofbphy 5 info- 
much that where-ever he came, be was ex- 
tremely admir'd for hisSenfe and Capacity. 
The firft thing he did in Syria, was to 
burn all the Letters found in Cajjius's Ca- 
binet, that he might not be forjfd almoft 
to hate any Perfon whether he would or 
di^ ho. Some are of Opinion that Martins 
Verus, whom the Emperour detpch'd for 
Syria^ and for his Loyalty gave him the 
Government of that Province ; fome fey 
this Martins Ferns burnt the Letters before, 
of his own Head, declaring that the Empe- 
rour would like it : But if he (hould be fo 
unhappy as to Difpleafe his Majefty, he 
(hould fuffer Death very willingly to fave 
the Lives of fo many People : Such an In- 
ftance of Goodnefs and Generality is rare- 
ly to be met with in a Heathen, or it may 
be in a Courtier either. \ ' 

Towards the end of this Year Antoninus 
was proclaim'd Emperour the eighth time, 
as appears by the Medals where the In- 
fcription Imp. VIII. is join'd with the XIX 

Tear of his Tribunitian Authority. 
opitoi 2 6. Fauftina died in this Progrefs at the 
Pl °' Foot of Mount Taurus : Antoninus was very 
fenfibly Afflifted at her Death 3 And the 
Senate imagining the Emprefs might have 
fowr'd his Temper againft thofe concern'd 
in the Revolt, and that the beft way to 

condolQ 
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condole with him was to facrifice fome of 
his Enemies, thus they fell into a new fit 
of Punching, out of Flattery, and over 
Cbmplaifance 5 Vices which oftentimes 
creep into thofe Great Bodies no lefs than 
into the Breads of Private People. But D ;o. 
the Emperour being informed how the Se- 
nate flood afFe&ed, fent them a Second 
Letter, to let them know that their Seve- 
rity would only make his Trouble for the 
Lofs of theEmprefs the greater, defir'd 
that no body might be put to Death, and 
concluded with thefe Words, Ifl can't pre- 
vail with you to /pare the hives of the Revol- 
ters, you I force me to mjhlwere dead ntyfelf. 

But to prevent fuch Rebellions as this Dio . 
from coming over again, he nude a Law 
that for the future the Government of a 
Province Ihould be given to no Man that 
was born in it. 

As concerning Caffius** Children none of V oic«m 
them loft their Lives but the Eldeft Me-*** - 7 
cianus 9 who being Governour of Alexan- 
dria^ was kiird there by fome of his own 
Party, the fame Day that his Father was - 
difpatch'd in Syria. Heliodorus another of^' v 
his Sons was Tranfported * and forfeited • Dcpo m- 
his Quality and Eftate: The reft were only ™.- c *i> iWl 
iianifh'd at large, and had their Fortune v<*™ *♦ 
allow'd them. His Daughter Alexandra/ 
?nd her Husband Drunciaws, had the Li- 
'' ' '"' ' '"' ' ' ' .., 'berty 
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berty either to live at Rome, or go whither 
they pleas'd* Antoninus took care to fecuie 
them in the Privileges of their Condition, 
and had fuch a Regard for them upon all 
occafions 5 that once when they had a 
Caufe of great Concern tried before the & 
nate, he forbad the other fide to reproach 
them with the Misfortunes of their Fami- 
ly, and fined feveral who had given ihegj- 
fel ves too much Liberty in this Point. 

In the mean time the Senate, who per* 
ceiv'd they could not make their Court to 
their Prince by their Rigour, endeayonrti 
to do it by inventing fome new Honour) 
to the Memory of Fdujiina. It feems the 
building her a Temple was not enough fyt 
them. They ere&ed her a Golden Statue, 
and pafs'd an Order that every time tb* 
Emperour went to the Play-Houfe, this 
Figure (hould be placed in the Empreffes 
Box, and that the Ladies of the firft Quali- 
ty (hould be feated round it. But they re* 
find (kill farther upon the Old Model of 
Flattery, and voted Antoninus and Fdujiina 
two Silver Statues, placed them in Fesmss 
Temple, and fet up an Altar for then, 
upon which all the young Women, and 
their Bridegrooms were ordered to facrificc 
on their Wedding Day. 
apitoi 26. Antoninus gave the Senate thanks for 
their Refpeft to him and the Emprefe, and 

being 
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being refolved to do fomething for ber 
hfmfclfjhe founded a Society of (ingle Wo- 
men, whom he call'd fauftnians , and 
maintained them at his own Charge, and 
i>uilt a Temple for Ibis tmprefs at the Vil- 
lage where (he died : This Temple was 
^afterwards provided with a fiiitable Deity, 
it being confecrated to Heliogabalus, one of 
the greateft Monfters in Lewdnefs that was 
«ver heard of. 

After AmtommsfaA thus fettled the Eajl, 
ih.e made his way towards Rome. In his 
return he (laid fome time at Smyrna, and as 
every Body almoft were crowding to pay 
their Duty, or get a fight of him, He re- 
membred one Evening he had not feen 
dr?Ji?des 9 and was afraid that Orator 
ipight take it for a Negkft : For 'twas one 
of the Emperour's Chief Maxims to pay a 
diftinguithing Regard to Men of Probity 
and Ghara&er, and to treat every Body 
according to their Merit. He acquainted 
his Courtiers with his being uneafy about 
this Matter, particularly the gjiintilians, 
who had the Government of Greece: They 
affurM him, Jrifiides had not been there $ phHoftrat. 
for if he had, they would have difengag'd in Anfti4 * 
him from the Crowd, and prefented him 
to his Majefty : And thq next Day they 
were as good as their Word, and brought 
ttfm. A* foon *s Anttninns fawhim, he 
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ask'd him, How comes it to pafs Ariftides 
that you make your Viflt fo late 2 Air, fays 
Ariftides, I was bufy about a Point, and yon 
know as well as any Perfon living, that when 
4 Man is warm in his Study, he pant endure 
to be interrupted. The Emperour being 
extremely pleas'd to fee Nature thus open 
and undifguis'd, asks him, And when wutj 
m hear a Difcourfe from you then ? Ariftides 
with the fame Affurance, replies, Ifytm 
pleafe to give me a Subje& to day, you /ball 
hear to Morrow what I pan fay orite> for Jam 
noneofthofe Extemporary People that vent m 
to let fly what comes fir flat their Tongues $nd: 
no y I love to work up my Things flrong 5 but 
then Sir, fays he, I beg leave that all my 
Friends may make part of the Audience. With 
all my Heart, fays the Emperour. But, Sir, 
replies Ariftides, Ihave another Condition to 
throw in, *tis that my Friends may be allowed 
to Clap, and make as much Noife in my Com- 
mendation as if your Majefly was not there. 
That, fays the Emperour with a tmile,Jball 
beperfe&ly at your Management. The next 

Ariftid. Day Ariftides made a Panegyrical Harangue 
or«. I], upon Smyrna, and came off with great Re- 
putation $ thp Oration is Extant among 
his Works* 

From Smyrna the Emperour travePd to 
Athens, where he had his Wifh of being 
initiated in the grand ]Myl);erie$ of Ceres, 

m " '* the 
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the moft facred and folernn part of the 
Heathen Religion : Nothing could pals c$ &*> 1 v- 
Mufter here but great Innocence of Life, 
and a Reputation without the lead: Ble- 
inifli in'c. Thofe who were admitted 
were firft examined in their Moral Qua- 
lifications 5 by a Prieft appointed for that 
Purpofe. * 

•'. He was very kind to the Athenians ', a Ad dio.ph.- 
did their Town abundance pf Honour 5 he 1°^ am- 
left them Profeffors in all Sciences with aftL 
great Salaries to fupport them 5 made them 
Noble Prcfents, and gave them a great deal 
of Privilege and Franchife. . In his Voyage 
Jbome he met with a terrible Storm, which 
had like to caft him away. Upon his ar» Ca pj wl 2 - 4 
ftval at Brindifi, he put off his Soldiers Har 
bit, and made his Troops do the fame,who 
jdjjring his whole Reign were never fuffer'd 
to wear Buff in Italy. 

" He was receiv'd at Reme with all the 
Demonftrations of Joy imaginable. * And ^j* A «- 
here at his firft coming having been eight 
Years abfent he gave 'all the People eight 
pieces of Gold f f Man, forgave them all t The ro. 
the Money tljey ;ow'd either to the City^u™^? 
Chamber, or hispwn Exchequer, from (ixty ^^ 
Years upward-burnt all the Bonds and Evi* T* n * h » 11 - 
dences of the P?bt in the great Square or img 
forum, gavehfs ."Jon Qommqdus bis Mans 
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! The Habit, duVd him Prince of the Tenth, II mail 
juvencurfs him bis Partner in the Empire, . triumph d 
t^^of with him and named him Cotiful forth 



*£?%& next Year, and to honour his ConfuHWi 
^genc? e ^ e mor ^» follow'd his Triumphal China 
Ztiy 'fce in the Circus on Foot. After this, he » 
sX^nwr tired to his Philofophy for fame timet 
^y°thi, Lavinium^ This Study he ufed to caflji 
SJa£ Mother \ and the Court his Step -Mother, hi 
fuccccdhim. this faying of Plato was frequently medi 
Anft.a. on d by him, that the way to have * Nstm 
?™ A o™ happy, was eitker t0 wa ^ e tt)eir P&ilofokn 

20,21. Kings, or theirlCings Philofophers. rfo 
wifhftanding being well fatisfied that 1 
ConqueringPeoplein the time ofPcaccart 
apt to be fond of Puhlick Shews, and tb 
in Prudence it may not be amifs tograrif) 
them with fuch Amufements, both tart 
fre(h their Spirits, and keep them frta 
racking their Brains with Seditious Pro 
je&s, for thefeReafonsheentertaitfd tfaes 
with very Magnificent Spe&acles, tho* b 
had no manner of Rclifti for the Diveift) 
himfelf. 

While Rome enjoy'd the Advantage C 
Peace, and the Satisfa&iou of having 4 
Emperour at home, Smyrna was jniferabl 
handled by Fire and Earthquake, the grt* 
eft part of the Inhabitants being buried o 
der the Rubies. Ariftides wrote lo mien 
tng a Letter upon the Subjeft of this Mi 

fortni 
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J fortune to the Emperour, that he could 
■ not forbear weeping as he read it 5 Infhort, 
; it made fiich an Impreffion upon him that 
; he iffued out Commiffions immediately for 
;. the railing a fufficient Fund for Rebuilding 
" the City, ordering a Nobleman to take care 
of the Bufineft 5 Infomuch that the Acci- 
: . dent was in a manner retrieved, and the 
t \ Town had no Reafon to regret the Lofs of 
J her former Magnificence. TheTownfinen 
! being full of Acknowledgment for Arifti* 
des, ere&ed him a Statue of Brafs in the 
middle of the Market place : An extraordi- 
nary thing this, and of it felf enough to 
(hew the Happinefs of the Times, when 
the Honour chiefly due to the Prince's Li- 
berality was all of it given away to the 
Orators Rhetorick. Antoninus took this Op- 
portunity to reward the Citizens of Smyrna, 
for their Loyalty, and the Service they had 
done him. For at the breaking out of the 
Parthian War, when Atidius Cornelia***, 
who commanded in Syria was wound- 
ed and forced to retreat, the Army being 
quite routed, and the Baggage loft; Smyrna 
receiv'd the Soldiers with afi the Humanity 
imaginable, buried Cornelianus who died 
of his Wounds $ and all the People driving 
N a$ it were who (hould treat the Soldiers 
beft* gave them Cloaths, Arms, andMony, 
a; Vemfim had done to thofc who cfcap'd 

from 
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from the Battle of Cannk. The fame Affi- 
ftance which the Emperour gave upon this 
Gccafion to Smyrna, he had already be- 
ffbw'd in Itali, and upoti other Towns 
ettewhere, which fell under the fame Fate, 
as Carthage, Epbefvs, and Nicomtdia. 

cipitoi. 2j. The Emperour's Expence in furnilhing 
out Shews \ the Largeffes he beftow'd upon 
the People, the vaft Sums he was out in 
Rebuilding Towns ruined by Fire, and 
Earthquakes, and the Customs and Impvfiti- 
ons which he forgave the Subjeft when his 
Neceffities were moft preffing, are Argu- 
ments fufficient to confute any Obje&ion 
againft his Liberality. 'Tis granted,; he : 
was a. good Husband, and- like his Father 

Dio - Antoninus Pius, nwnag'd his Revenues with 
Frugality enough ; But when the Eafe of 
People, or the Honour of the Empire re- 
quire it, he open'd his Hand even to Pro- 
digality: Being convinced that thefe are 
the only proper Occafions for a Prince to 
be- free of his Exchequer 5 and that Avarice 
in fuch Cafes is a very dangerous Quality. 
Nay, he ufed to fay that when the People, 
faw the Prince Mberal to the Vablick, and .' 

c itoi 2 thrifty in his Private Expence, they paid 

dT°' 23 their Taxes more willingly, looking upon 
his Wealth in a manner as their own,* and 
a§ a fort of Fund; for the general Happi- ! 

ne& - The little. Tufticc done to Antoninkt 

ftp** " - •» ** 
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Upon this Head, is not at all furprizing : 
The Bounties of Princes which have lead: 
Difcretion are commonly moft taking with 
the People 3 whereas Prudence ahd Reafon 
goes for Covetoufnefs with them : Ex>r they 
never diftinguifh between giving ana fquan- 
dring, and make their own craving Tem- 
per the Standard of Liberality : But after 
all, 'tis certain Rome never had a Prince 
more beneficent than Antoninus* who was 
alfo the firft that built a Temple, to the* 
Goddeft prefiding over Good Turns, andm 
which it may be was at that time of Day, 
the only. Virtue unworfhip'd by theii^ 
manfr Indeed Antoninus was the fitteft Per- 
fon living to introduce this new Devotion, 
confiderfdg he underftood the Book-part 
of Obligingfo well, and was fo remarkable 
in the Practice of if. Towards the end of 
this Year we underftand by the Medals, 
that he wasproclaiin'dEmperotir the ninth 
time 5 it being likewife the one and thirti- 
eth Year of his Tribunitian Authority. 

fabik above-mention'd, who had beeij 
Vtrus* Wench, tho' (he was his Sifter, and 
whofe Ambition was little lefs than her Im- 
pudence; this Lady being willing to make 
the moft of her tarnifhing Beauty, left no 
Trick untried to perfuade Antoninus to 
tnarry her. Th,e Emperour underftahdihj 
her better than he had done Fauftina, an< 

*-L befete* 
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befides having no Inclination to marry, 
always put her off. 'Tis faid he took aMifs 
or Concubine, to prevent the Inconveni- 
ence of. a Mother in Law to his Children!. 
Now tho' the Confeqtlence from Writings 
to Life, won't hold without Exception, 
becaufe Mens Difcourfe and Pra&ice are 
not always of aPiece^ yet finte Antoninus*- 
Life was fo exa&ly fuitable to his Philoflj- 
phy,^ we may very well queftion theTratb 
of this Paffage 5 And indeed the Falfhood 
of it appears plainl y by bis giving tbie Qo& 

•sea. i 7 : thanks in his firft Book* for bring, bit: a lit- 
tle vphtle^ in his Childhood^ nndtv tit Man* 
age men t of. hit Grandfathers Wench. Now 't» 
highly improbable heflkmld bring ius 6 wri 
Children within the daftger of fadkatiEr- 
ample-, from whfcb he reckons it a BlfelQrrg: 
to have been quickly defiver'd bimfelf. 

dio. T he Peace the Remans were ft> happy ta^ 

lafted fcarcely two Years< The SvytJAani y 
and Northen People took the Field again; 
and attacked the EmpSrotirV Vke*Rj6ySsv 
who were. in no. Condition to make: Soy 
great Refiftatice. This oblig'd Afitohimtt 
to prepare for another Expedftioir: Gtiirig 
therefore to the Senate he mferfcion-d xSkpr 
fly; which was the firft time he Had do* 
manded any new Tax. k • / 

This Mony, had he befen willing to nfe 
his Authority, might have been raitfd by 

the 
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the Strength of Prerogative 5 But this was ' 
noftp of his Method: He was fo Conde- 
fcenfive as to fay the Emperours had 130 
Property, of their own $ and thit the very 
Palace they lived in, belonged co the Lords 
and Comfajons. 

Abobf this time he married his Son to 
Crifoina 7 Daughter to Brutus Palens 9 who 
had x been Conful 5 the Wedding was kept 
like thatfof a private Perfon, without any 
thing o£Royal Gr'abdeur, or Expence in't. 

After/this, . he went to BeBon&s * Tern- ^ f ^£ 
pie, and performed the Ceremony of the "* 
Dart : tnis Cuftom was very Antient, and v 

only pra&is'd upon a War beyond Sea 5 
aticf againft (bme very remote Conn try . 
TJte Emperour coming into the Temple 
toofi: up the Bloody Lance which was kept. 
there, and threw it over an oppofite Co- 
IxMi^^tYkCirc^i'FlamitAus^ which point- 
ed toward the Enemy's Quarters. 

The Romans perceiving their EmperourA .D<m 
\sio^^K$M fatiguing, ready to * 78 ' 
i€t fdtv^ajd, and : expoje his Perfon to all 
thBWmtds of a nefr \Var, and being afraid 
tj&j? Aiigfrt lbfe this'brave Prince, and the 
bedefif 6F. tbajt admirable Prudence too, 
wiifch 1 ^ not likely to otit-Hve him 5 ha* 
vihglibdfe' Apprehfiilibns theyVaijie. in a' 
Bbf^tbYhepSac^.tb defire \U\m not ta 
r'AeftW HrWt giver; them fome 
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Rules for their Conduft 5 that in cafe the 
Gods (hould take him to themfelves, they 
might have fome Dire&ions to fteer by ; 
arftl be enabled to hold on that Courfe of 
Virtue into which his Example had led 
them* Antoninus was fo much afFeded with 
the Probity, and good Difpofition of this 
Addrefs, that he fpcnt three whole Days in 
Moral Difcourfes, explaining the greateft 
Difficulties upon that Argument, and giv- 
ing the People fome fhort Maxims, to af- 
fift their Memory, and govern their Practice. 

In the beginning of Augnfh he left the 
Town, taking Commodus along with him, 
and gave the Command of the Troops to 
Paternus.* The Scythians loft the beft part 
of their Forces in the firft Battle, which 
was fought with fuch Refolution, that it 
lafted a whole Day. And now Antoninus 
was proclaira'd Emperour by the Army, 
the Tenth time. 

Twere-to be wfth'd we could give a par- 
ticular account of thefe laft glorious .Cam- 
pagnes, but (ince there's no Hiftorian ex- 
tant to tranfmit the Detail, we muft be con- 
tented to underftand in General, that. 
War was no left Troublefome than any \ 
the formerj that the King of^/Aiibebeadf- 
cdfeveral of his Officer* upon a Sufgicion 
of their holding Correfpondence with, t^e 
&omans$ That Antoninus fought , a great 

many 
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many Battels very obftinate and bloody, 
in which the Vi&ory was always gain'd 
tfy the force of his Condufit, and the ex- 
traordinary Bravery of his Perfoiu that he 
was always at the Head of his Troops in 
the hotteft Service $ That he Built and 
Garrifon'd feveral Forts to keep the Counr 
try in Awe 5 And that in the beginning of 
March , when he was going to open his 
third Campagne, he was feiz d with a 
Diftemper at Vienna * tfhich carried him • some r 3y 
off in a few Days. *£££ 

Ti$ faid hjs Phyficians ufed him ill, and Dio - 
haften'd hi? Death, to make their Court to 
Commodw : Dion Cafjius is pofitive in this 
Opinion, which if it be true, Antoninus 
Ijad more Grounds for that Common Say- 
ing than he was aware of : How many Rear , 
Jons, fays he, will People mufler up to be rid 
of us j Thofe who have had the greateji /hare 
in my Affe&iqn count my Life hut a Grie- 
vance , qnd would he glad to fee an End on t. 
Neither did he fail in the leaft to pra&ife Book 10. 
his own Advice upon this Occaflon: 'Tis Sca ' 36 ' 
this 5 * However this Thought muft not gofo m AA 
deep as tofower your Humour : lou nfujl keep 
your Temper^ wifh the World well, and part rx<>. 
friendly with every Body. This Rule, I fay, 

was exa&ly obferVd by the Empfrqur 5 for 
the fame Dion Cajfius Reports, that he took 
3 great deal of care to conceal the Caufe , 

L 3 cS. ' 
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of his Death, that he recommended I?i$ 
Son to the Army} And that when a Tr/- 

t There hum f came to him for the Word, he bid 

there tri- him go to the Rifing Sun. 

febXin But Commodus being very young,, and 

^ ,yLegi * having as yet given no Sufpicion. of iny 
fuch unnatural Barbarity, makes this Rela- 
tion look Improbable : Especially wjien we 
^ confider || Her^iWsTeftUnony, by wfriclj 
it appears plainly that Commodm did hot 
fly out into Vice andDiforder till after bis. 
Father's Death. The Odium this yqtag 
Prince 3 when he came to govern, dreWmf 
on himfelf by his Cruelty, was the oraifi- 
on. no doubt that Fame reported him 1 a 
Parricide; fthat fo no fort of Wlckedttefs 
might efcape him;) People being general- 
ly willing to believe all the 111 of Princes 
which their latter Aftionsfliew them Capa- 
ble of doing. • 1 . 

To return. The Emperour's Sicfeneft 
had fuch ill Symptoms, that his Recovery 
was quickly defpair'd of. In this Extremi- 
janjnty which generally fhocks the Fortitude of, 
3> - poll: Men, this Prince held up in his Spi- 
rit and Jemper, and gave a noble Prpofof 
jhe Force of his Notions and Philofpphyl 
But notvyif hftariding his Submiflion to Pro- 
vidence reconciled him to death, yet the 
generous/ Regard Ije had for his People' 
gav* him paixy a Melancholy Thought 
' ' '-<*' v - ..■* •■<..* [.- -'* ^ l -This 
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This Anxiety encreas'd with hisDifeafe, 
infomuch that the Day before he died, his 
Mind feem'd reftlefs and uneafy. The 
Mifcarriages of thofe Princes, who coming 
young to the Throne were too weak to go- 
vern their Fortune, and make Head againfl; 
their Vices and Flatterers, were perpetual- 
ly in his Thoughts. The Scandalous Reigns 
of Nero and Domitian, made him more 
Solicitous: He was afraid his Son might 
make a falfe ftep, and not keep his Feet 
where the Ground was fo Slippery 5 that 
his Education might be loft upon him, the 
Notions contrived into him mifcarry, and 
all the care of his Inftrufters prove infig- 
mficant} In (hort, he was afraid he fhould 
growLewd,and Licentious,and prove a Ty- 
rant to his People, infteadof aProte&ioi\ 
On the other Hand, he faw his Northern 
Conqueftsbut flenderly fecur'd, that thofe 
People were enclin'd to a Revolt, that the 
Enemy had their Swords in their Hand, and 
upon fuch a Jun&ure were the more to be 
fear'd, for their having been often defeat- 
ed : He had therefore reafon to be Appre- 
henfiveleaft his Death might bring all thefe 
Nations to a Confederacy againft the Em- 
pire, and that taking Advantage of his 
Son's Youth, and want of Experience, they 
might make an attempt to retrieve their 
Fortune, and wipe out their former Dis- 
grace. Being fonewhat perple^d with 
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thcfe Thoughts, and floating between Hope 
and Fear, He order d his Friends, and Prin- 
cipal Officers to be brought in : When he 
favv them about the Bed, he bad Commpdw 
ftand before them, and then railing him- 
felf with fome Difficulty to fit up, lje fpoke 
to them in this manner. 
Herodian. Vm not furprizd at your being troubled ta 

&w c/g * fi e me * n '*&* Condition : Compajfion from one 
*?' Man to another, is very Natural j And theft 
ObjeBs which (irike the Sight are always tmfl 
Afe3ing : But Iperfuade my felf your Con- 
cern upon t his Occafion is fome what more thou 
ordinary: For the Regard I have always had 
for you , makes me reasonably expeft a J ui table 
Return. And now Opportunity ptefentt fait 
for us both 5 For Me, that I may have tie 
Satis fa&ion to be fenfibh my Efieem and Af* 
fe&ion have not been mifplacea \ For you, /* 
make your Acknowledgement s % and /hew yon 
are not unmindpA of what you have Receivd. 
You fee my Son here, who has keen Ed Hea- 
ted under you* juji La.'vching into his louth: 
This part of Life for a Prince efpecially, is like 
putting to Sea in a Storm } where without 
'Ballafl and good Pilots, hell be in Danger of 
being over-fet by bis Pajfions, and fplit upon 
fome Rock or other : And therefore fince he is 
going to lofe his Father, I hope that Relation 
will befupplied, and multiplied in you .•- Pray 
take care of him in this dangerous Station^ 
axd let him never want good Counfel •• Put 

Vim 
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f*im in Mind, that all the Wealth in the 
JVarld, is not fufficient tofatisfy the Caprice 
and Luxury of a Tyrant, find that a Prin^ 
ices Guards , thd never fo Numerous y are but 
a Jlender Prote&ion without the Love of the 
SubjeU : That thofe generally jit longeft, and 
pnoft fecure upon the Throne, who Reign over 
phe Affe&ions of the People , and govern more 
\>y Goodnefs, than Terror. For 'tis Inclina- 
tion and not Force , which keeps Loyalty firm^ 
find makes SnbjeSion go down eafily. In fitch 
. Cafes People aire Friends, not Flatterers , and 
never ft art from their Duty, unlefs provok* d 
'h Injury* *nd IlUufage. *Tis true, 'tis a 
ibard matter to Reign and he Regular 3 and 
to Jet Bounds to your Will, when your Power 
is aim oft abfolute. Ifyonfuggeftfuch Things 
fts theje, and remind him of what he hears 
atom, you I both fecure an Excellent Emperour 
jfor your ft Ives , and alfo oblige my Memory in 
the highe ft manner imaginable % this being your 
pnly way to make it Immortal. 

At this Sentence the Emperour grew 
Speechlefs, fainted, and fell back inro the 
Bed 5 and dying the next Day, was much 
lamented by thofe of his ovyn Time, and 
po lefs adqiir'd by Pofterity, As foon as 
Lis Death was publilh'd, the Army, and 
3II Italy were mightily Affii&ed at the News. 
. jSo general a Mpurning in earneft was ne- 
^ ver feen. And never was Rome in a grea- 
. f er Confternation. All the Happinefs and 
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Glory of the Empire feem'd to expire with 
Antoninus : Their Grief exprefs'd it felfin 
all the Varieties of AfFeftion and Regard: 
Some caird him their Father, and others 
their Brother, fome their brave General, 
forae their Good-natur'd Emperour, their 
Prudent, Exemplary, and every way well ■ 
qualified, and accomplifh'd Prince 5 And 
which is very extraordinary, among fuch 
a Multitude of Commendors, there was not 
one Soul of them that over-fhot his Cha- 
rafter, or faid more of hinj than be de- 
ferv'd. The Senate and Commons, made 
him a God, even before the Solemnity of 
•The Em- his Funeral. * And as if it had been a 
Spothl fmall Matter to ereft him a Statue of Gold 
^;'in the Julian Chappel, f They branded 
tiMrh-irFy-all thofe for a parcel of lewd, ungodly 
overi W4 * Wretches, who according to their Cir- 
5cnac1me e t. cumftanres, had not either a Piftare* or a 
Statue of Antoninus in their own Houfcs. 
Thus ia the fifty ninth Year almoft com- 
plete, died the beft and greateft of all the 
2?^;/^Emperours: || Hereign'd nine Years 
ncvu. 180. w j t i 1 ^jc Brother Ferus^nd ten by himfelf. 
Twas a great happinefs for. him be lived 
no longer : For by this means he was un- 
acquainted with the wretched Qualities of 
his Son Contmodus, who, for all manner of 
Wickednefs, was one of the greateft Mon* 
fters in Hiftory. * 

The 
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CONVERSATION, 

Difcourfes with Himfelf. 
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•BOOKL 

I. T"^HE Example of my Grandfather 
^ Verus gave me the Advantage of a 
candid and difpaffionate Temper. 

IL By the Recoiledfcion of my Father's 
* Chara&er, I leara'd to be both Modeft and • **"** 

_ _ . * ' ' Verm. 

Manly. 

III. As for my Mother*, fhe taught me»i>r w * 
to have a Regard for Religion, to be gene- c,/v * u " 
rous and open-handed, and not only to for- 
bear doing any Body an ill Turn, but not 
fo much as to endure the thought on't. By 
Her likewif? I was bred to a plain unexpen- 
five way of Living, and very different from 
the common Luxury and Liberties, of young 
People of my Quality* 
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IV. I am to thank my Great Grandfather 
•cstums * f or not running the Rifque of a Publick 

tvfrm ' Education, for providing me good Matters 
at home* and making me f^nfible, that I 
ought to return them a large and honourable 
Acknowledgment. 

V. From my Govirpour I learn'd not to 
over-value the Diversions of the R*ct* 
Ground, and Amphitheater, nor to dote upon 
the Liveries and Diftin&ions of Jockeys and 
Gladiators. He taught me alfo to put my 
own Hand to Bufmels upon Qccaupn, to 
endure Hardfhip and Fatigues, and to throw , 
the Necefffties of Nature into a little Com- 
pafs. That I ought not to meddle with other 
Peoples Matters, nor be ealy in^giving Credit; 
to Informers. 

VI. Diognetks gave me the Hint not to 
t ouiii- keep Quails for the Pit, f or bellow my 

mon^P tie Pains and Inclination upon Trifles: Not 

uiwolck- to k° led - away with the Impofturcs of 

fighung Wizards and Figure-flingers, who pretend 

WK M ' they can difchafge Evil Spirits, and do 

llrange Feats by the ftrength of a Charm. 

This Diognetus help'd me to the Faculty 

of bearing Fieedpm and Plains-dealing in 

others 5 brought me to RelKh Philofbphy, 

and apply my felf to't ; and procured me 

the Inftra&ion of thole celebrated Men, 

Bacchiks^ Tandacides, and Marcianus, He 

Jikewife put nae upon improving iny felf 
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by writing Dialogues when I was a Boy, 
prevail'd with me to prefer a Couch cover d 
with Hides, to a Bed of State ; and recon- 
cile me to other refembling Rigors of the 
Scoick Difcipline. 

VIL 'Twas Rufiicus * that firft fet me up-* a *** 
on correcting my Humour, and bringing it 
to a better State.: who prevented me from 
running into the Vanity of the Sophijis^ ei- 
ther by writing pretendingly upon Learning 
and Life, Haranguing upon Moral Subje&s, 
or making a fantastical Appearance of being 
mightily taken up with Exercifes, Difcipline, 
and Bufinefs. This Philofopher kept me 
from being fmitten with the Charms of Rhe-' 
corick : and Poetry, from affe&ing theGta* 
ra&tr. of a man of pleafantry r or the Dtefs^ 
and Mien of a Beau ; or any thing of this"^ 
kind which looks like Conceit and AfFe&a~ 
tion. He taught me to wriot Letters in a ( 
plain unornamented . Stile, like that dated 
from SinHtflu to my Mother. By hi*Inftru~ 
£tion& I was perfuaded to be eafiiy reconcil'd 
to thofe who had misbehav'd themfelves, 
and difobligd me. And of the fame Mafter 
I learnd to Read an Author carefully. Not 
to take up with a fuperficial View, or rcfign 
to eyery Noify .Impertinent *. but to look 
thro' the Argument, .and go to the Bottom of 
the Matter.. And to conclude with him, fee? 
:'d me a Gopyof Epitfttuit Works. - : 
~- ~ ' VIII, 
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Mod pro- VIII. * Apollonins taught me to give my 
ff^hSEMind its due Freedom, and diiengage itfroitf 
pfo*. dependence upon Chance : And furnifh'd me 
with fuch Precepts for Steadinefs and Ballarf, 
as not to Flote in Uncertainties, or be at 4 
, Lofs about Defign or Event $ nor fo much' as, 
to look towards, any thing uncountenaifc'cf 
by Reafon and Truth: To maintain in 
equality of Temper undetf trying GirciiBi- 
ftances, fuch as tedious Sicknefs, acute 
Pains, and lofs of Children. To give hiti 
his due, his pra&ice was ahandfome In- 
ftance, that a Man may be Matter of h8 : 
own Behaviour, that he may be earneft abd 
eafy, force and unbend hisrHumour as occa- 
fion requires. .To go on with hint : The 
HeaiVineft and Impertinence of his Scholars 
could feldom throw him off the Hooks. Jkttii 
as, for his Learning, and- the peculiar Happi- 
npfs o£ his manner in teaching* he was fo f& 
fitom being fmfcten with himfelf upon' thff 
Score, that ohe might feafilv perceive,' he 1 
th6iight it one of the leaft tilings wliich : 6& 1 
lqng'dtohiin.; This great Man let rrteiikd 
tlie'true fectfccdf managing an Obligktf<toj£ 
without either, lefiening gay felf, otbSfjig 
ungrateful to my Friend* ' . j • ■ ! 

IX. The PIdiofophcr S&cfaf recomfliSffdetf 

QoadHurnodr to me, and to make '^tU?^ 

aad Reafon my ! Rule tcnLh^'by. H#4tf!5 r 

gave nle to ufcacrftand^ ih^^ikJuA^aSajp 

V.- Authority 
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Luthority were not inconliftcnt, but that 
Family might be govern'd with the ten- 
[crhefs and concern of a Parent. By his 
decedent I was inftru&ed to appear with 
n, unaffe&ed Gravity, to flludy the Tem- 
per and Circnmftances of my Friends in or- 
ler to oblige them. * To bear with the ig- 
lorant and unthinking 5 tobeCompIaifant 
md Obliging to all People, e^fch up to the 
Smoothnefs of Flattery 5 arid yet at the 
fame time tiditb fuffer in on« Quality, or 
grow a jot thfe Cheaper for't. Converfing 
with this Phifcrfopher put me in a way 
h^w to draw trp : ar true, intelligible, and 
methodical Scheme, for Life and Manners; 
and never fo riiucii asto fhew theleaft fign 
6{ Anger,or any dtbrer difturbing Thought : 
But to be perfe&Iy calm and indifferent, 
;yefc not in the latitude of letting my Fancy 
ftafed Neuter, and be unconcerned for the 
' Advantage of others : However, he let me 
; fee in bimfelf, that a Man might (how his 
Good- Will figriificantly enotfgh, without 
Noife and Tf airifpbrr, and likewife be very 
knowing, on-this fide Vanity and Often ta- 
tibn. 

X. Alexander the Grammarian taught 
me not to be ruggedly Critical abbot Words 4 
nor fall foal upon People for improprieties 
of Phrafe, or Pronunciation : But to fet . 
them right, by fpeating flicT^firg projptf- 



\ 
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ly my (elf, and that either by way of Anr 
fwer, Affent, or Enquiry 5 or by fome fuck 
other remote,and Gentlemanly Corre&ion. 

Xt. Front my Rhetorick Mafter, obli- 
ged me with the knowledge of Men. For* 
the purpofe 5 iThat Envy, Tricking, and 
Diffimulation, are the Chara&er and Con- 
fequences of Tyranny 5 And that thofe we 
call Top Quality, have commonly not 
much of Nature in them. 

XII. ^/e^WerthePlatoniftadvifedme, 
that without Neceffity I (hould never pre- 
tend riot to be at Leifure to affift a Friend; 
Nor make Bufinefs an Exeufe to' dedinc 
the Offices of Humanity. 

Pifio^hcr XIIL l learn,(i of Catullus * not to flight 
p loiop cr- a p r j en( j £ or ma y n g aReojonftrance,. tno 1 

it (hould happen to be unreafonable, but 
rather to retrieve bis Temper, and make 
him Eafy. That like Domitius and Atfc 
tiodotus^l (hould never be backward to givd 
an Honourable Chara&er of, thofe who bad 
the Care of my Education. : And that I 
(houjd always preferve an Hearty Affe&K 
on for my Children, without any little Je*> 
loufiesof being fupplanted, or overtopp'd' 
by them. • . tJ . .. .:* 

XIV. t am indebted to Severus for 1 the 
due regard I, have for my Family and Re* 
Utions, and for keeping this Inclination 
from growia$ tOQ ftrong for juftice and 

Truth* 
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Truth. He likewife made me acquainted 
with th'eChara&er and Sentiments of thofe 
Celebrated Patriots and Philofophers, Cato 9 
Brutus ^ ThrafeaSy Helvidius, and Dio 5 and 
gave me the Idea of a Commonwealth, in 
which the general Intereft was confider'd 
without ^Preference, or Partiality in the 
Gonftitutlon 5 And alfo of a Monarchy, 
where the Liberty of the Subject was prin- 
cipally regarded; To mention fome more 
of my Obligations to him : Twas of hitfl 
I learn'd not to grow Wife by Starts, and 
broken Fancies, but to be a conftant Ad- 
mirer of Philofophy and Improvement : 
That a. Man ought to be Generous and O- 
bligiog 5 Hope the beft of Matters, and ne- 
ver queftion the Affe&ion of his Friends : 
To be free in (hewing a r eafonable diflike 
of anotbeViand no lefs clear in his own 
Expeftatipns and Defires 5 and not to put 
his Friend* to the Trouble of Divining 
what he would be at, 

XV.The Proficiency I made under *Max- * £*$£ 
tmui was to Command my (elf, and not to u^her/" 
beoverbora with any Impotency of Paffion 
or Surprife. To be full of Spirits under 
Sicknefs.and Misfortune. To appear with 
Modefty, Obligingnefs, and Dignity of Be- 
haviour* fo turn off Bufinefs fifloothly as 
itrifes, without Drudging and Complairft.\ 
By obferymg the praftice of this Maximnt ! 

M I came 
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I came to underftand, a Man might man- 
age himfelf fo as to fatisfie the World, that 
there was nothing but Truth, Sincerity,and 
Fair play, in his Words and A&ions : At- 
• tain that Greatnefs of Mind, as not to Ad- 
mire, or Start at any Thing. Neither to Hur- 
ry an Enterprife, nor Sleep over it. Never 
to be puzled, difpirited, or lye Grinning at 
a Difguft, or Difappointment. His way was 
to be neither Paffionate, nor over- fufpici- 
ous, Forward to do a good Turn, add to 
forgive an ill One. In Abort, He feem'd to 
be always in the poffeffion of Virtue, and 
to have nothing which flood in need of 
Correftion : And which is very remarkable, 
No Body ever fancied they were flighted by 
him 3 or had the Courage to think them- 
felves his Betters 3 And to conclude with 
him, another part of his Phildfop&y was, 
not to be taken with Raillery and- Jetting. 
• The eh- XVI. In my Father's * Converfati&n and 
5?„™ w£ Management I obferv'd a fmooth kpd in- 
^^^J: ofFenfive Temper 3 with great ftefcdfnefsin 
thor. keeping clofe to Meafures jadicionfly ta- 
ken : A Greatnefs proof againft Vanity, and 
the Impreffions of Pomp, and Power.Froni 
him a Prince might learn to love Bnfinefs 
and Aftion, and be conftantly at* it. To be 
willing to Hear out any Propofal relating 
to Publick Advantage. To over-look no 
Bodies Merit, or Misbehaviour. To under- 

ftand 
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ftand the Critical Seafons, and Circumftan- 
ces for Rigour, or Remiffnefs $ when 'twas 
proper to take up, and when to flacken the 
Reins of Government. To have no He Sweet- 
Hearts , and Boy- Favourites : Not to ftand 
upon Points of State and Prerogative 5 but 
to leave his Nobility at perfeft Liberty in 
their Vifits, atid Attendance : And when 
he was upon his Progrefs, no Man loft his 
Favour for not being at leifure to follow 
the Court. To debate matters nicely, and 
throughly at the Council-Board, and then 
to ftand by what wasRefolv'd on.To be con- 
stant to a Friend, without Tiring, or Fond- 
nefs. To be always fatisfied and chearful : 
To reach forward into the Future, and man- 
age accordingly. Not to negleft the leaft 
Concern*, but all without Hurry , or being 
EmbarrafsM. Farther 5 By obfer vin g his Me- 
thods and Adtniniftration, I had the oppor- 
tunity of Learning, how much it was the 
part of a Prince to check the Exceffes of 
Panegyrick, and Flattery. To have his Ma- 
gazines and Exchequer well furnifh'd. To be 
^Frugal in his Favours and Expences, with- 
out minding being Lampoon'd for his paint. 
Not to Worflrip the Gods toSuperftition 3 
Not to Court the Populace, either by Pro- 
digality, or Compliment j but rather to be 
Referv'd, Vigilant, and well-pois'd upon 
ftUOccafions, keeping things in aftcady 

M 3 Deta* 
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Decorum, without chopping and changing 
of Meafures. To enjoy the Plenty and Mag- 
nificence of a Sovereign Fortune, without 
Pride or Epicurifm $ And yet if a Cam- 
paign or Country happen to prove croft, 
not to be mortified at the lofs of them : 
And to behave himfelf fo, that no Man 
could charge htm with Vanity, Flourifb, 
and Pretend ingnefs, with Buffoojning, or 
being a Pedant 3 No, He was aPerfon Mo- 
deft, Prudent, and well-weigb'd 5 fcorn'd 
Flattery, and Fooling, and was throughly 
qualified both to govern himfelf, and o- 
thers. In a word, he had nothing of the So- 
phijl in him : And as for thofe that were 
Philofopbcrs in earned, he had a great Va- 
lue for them, but without Reproaching 
thofe who were otherwife* To go on with 
him, He was Condefcenfive and Familiar 
in Converfation^ and Pleafant too, but not 
toTirefomenefs and Excefs. His Drefs was 
neither Beauifti, nor Negligent. As for his 
Health, he was not Anxious about it, like 
one fond of Living, and yet managed his 
Conftitution with that Care as feidom to 
ftand in need of the Affiftances of Phyfick* 
Farther. He never envy'd and Brow-best 
thofe that were Eminent in any Faculty, or 
•J n HI * c ^ Science 5 either Orators, Hiftorians, orO 
commcSji- f ^ ers *» k ut on the contrary, encourag'd 

tion, for ia tbe Reign of *AdrU* % an excellency of timoft any kind, **» (omexinet 
Opiui co the Owner* Cdjius. ft? fftttuK, them 
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them in their way 5 and promoted their 
Reputation. He obferv'd Decency and Cu- 
ftom in all his Actions, and yet did not 
feem to blind them : He was not Fickle 
and Fluttering in his Humour, but conftant 
both to Place and Undertaking, And I have 
feen him after violent Fits of the Head- 
ach, return fre(h, and vigorous to Bu- 
fineft. He kept but few Things to him- 
felf, and thofe were Secrets of Government. 
He was very moderate and frugal in Pub- 
lick Shews, Triumphal Arches, Liberalities, 
and fuch like $ . being one that did not fo 
much regard the Popularity as the Reafon 
of an A&ion : Twas none of his cuftom to 
Bath at unufual Hours, or to be overrun 
with the Fancy of Building, to ftudy Eating 
and Luxury 5 to value the Curiofity of his 
Cloaths, or the Shape, and Perfon of his 
Servants. Indeed his Dreft at his Country 
Palaces was very Ordinary and Plain, where 
he would fcarcely fo much as put on a Cloak 
without making an excufe fort. To take 
bim altogether, There was nothing of Rug- 
gednefs, Immodefty, orEagernefs in his 
Temper. Neither did heaver feem to Dradg 
and Sweat at the Helm. Things were dif- 
patch'd at leifure, and without being felt, 
and yet the Adminiftration was carried on 
with great Order, Force, and Uniformity, 
Upon the whole 5 part of Socrates's Cha- 

M J fa&et 



170 Marcus Antoninus's 



rafter is applicable to him 5 For he was fo 
much Matter of himfelf, that he could ei- 
ther Take or Leave thofe Conveniences of 
Life with refpeft to which, mod People 
are either uneafie without them, or intem- 
perate with them. Now to hold on with 
Fortitude in one Condition, and Sobriety 
in the other, is an argument of a great SonI, 
and an impregnable Virtue. And laftly, 
when bis Friend Maximus was Sick, he gave 
me an inftance how I ought to behave my 
felf upon the like occafion. 

XVII. I am to thank the Gods that my 
Grandfathers, Parents, Sifter, Preceptors, 
Relations, Friends, and Domefticks, were 
^Imoft all "of them Perfons of Probity, And 
that I never happened to difo^lige, or mifc 
behave my felf towards any of them 5 not- 
withftanding if my Humour had been awa- 
ken'd, and pufifd forward, I had been like- 
ly enough to have mifcarried this way : But 
by the goodnefs of the Gods, I met with 
no Provocations to difcover my Infirmities 
'Tis likewife their Providence, that my 
Childhood was no longer manag'd by my 
•cnncu- Grandfathers * Miftrefs 5 that my Youth 
was undebauch'd, and thatlbarr'd my Ur 
berty for fome time in (landing clear from 
Engagements with Women : That I was 
obfervant of theEmperour my Father, and 
bred under him : who was the moft proper 
'•.-'... -■ \ • ' •* ** Perlbn 
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Pcrfon living to put .me out of conceit with 
Pride, ahd to convince ine, that Authori- 
ty may bfe fupported without the Ceremo- 
ny of Guards, without Richnefs. and Di- 
ftinftion of Habit, without Torcnes *, Sta- To^h*™ 
tues, or fuch other Marks of Royalty and n™, »*£■£ 
State 5 and that a Prince may Shrink him-S^heST 
felf almoft into the Figure of a private *",£££ 
Gentleman 5 and yet aft nevertheless, with™™ *■; 
all the Force and Majefty of his Charafter^« 2T 
when the Government requires it. Tis the*™*™***' 
favour of the Gods that T happen'd to meet 
with a f Brother, whofe Behaviour andti**™*. 
Affeftion is fuch, as to contribute both to^^Ty 
njy Pleafure and Improvement : 'Tis alfo thc ■?•"«*: 
their Blelung that my Children were nejU»«' **». 
ther Heavy in their Heads, nor Milhapen 
in their Limbs : That I made no farther 
Advances in Rhfetorick, Poetry, and fuch 
other Amufements, which pofEbly might 
have engag'd toy Fancy too far, had I 
found my felf a qonfiderable Proficient : 
That without asking, I gave mjG&vernonrs • * 
that (hire of Hdnour, and that fort of Bu- 
linefs, which they- feem'd to defire 5 and 
did not put them off from time to time with 
Proraifes and Excufe. That I had the Hap- 
pinefs of jbdtig acquainted with thofe ce- 
lebrated Philosophers, Apollomw , Rtiftkw, 
and Maxim** : For having a clear Idea of 
the Rflflcs of Ptt&ice, and the true way of 



172 Marcus Antoninus's 



Living 5 and the Impreffion frequently rt- 
fre{h*d $ To that confidering the extraordi- 
nary Affiftances and Dire&ions of the Godjp, 
'tis impoffible for me to mifs the Rpad of 
feature and right Reafon, unlefs by refil- 
ling to be guided by the Di&ates, and al- 
inoft fenfible Infpirations pf Heaveq. Tis 
the Favour of thefe fuperior Beings, that 
my Conflitution has held out fo well, un- 
der a Life of Fatigue and Bufinefs : That I 
never had any infamous Correfpondence 

^ h pX witb BerediSfa or Theadotus* $ And that 

wy^moM after fome Amours, and intemperate Sal- 
•th?ot'h™a]ie$, I took up, and recovered : That when 
ST.-^I fell out with RufticHs, as it frequently 
happened, I was not tranfported into any 
Aft of Violence : That 1 had the fatisfa- 
ttion of my Mother's Life and Company a 
confiderable while, tho* (he was very near 
"dying when (he was Young. To give more 
Inftances of their Bounty 5 Tis they that 
kept me from (landing in need of any Man's 
. Fortune : And that when I was willing to 
Kelieve theNeceffiries of Others, I was ne- 
ver told that the Exchequer, or Privy Purfe, 
were out of Caflj* And farther, 'tis from 
them that my Wife is fo very obfequious, 
and affe&ionate, and fo remote from the 
'Fancy of Figure and Expence: That I hacj 
choice of good Qovernonrs for my Children : 
^That Remedies were prefcrib'd me in a 
* ; - : " ' ; "' J < ■ - Dream, 
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Dream, againft Giddinefs, and Spitting of 
Blood; As I remember it happen'd both at 
Cajeta, and * Chryfa : That when I had a ^J 1 
mind to look into Philofophy, I met nei-^'^v 
ther with a Pedant, nor a Knave to inftrud 
me : That I did not fpend too much time in 
Voluminous Reading, Chopping Logick, 
or .Natural Philofophy : Now all thefe 
Points could never have been Compafs'd, 
and Guarded, without a Prote&ion from 
above, and the Gods prefidiqg oyer Fate 
and Fortune. 
This was written in the Country of the* Qua- •inHfgfc 
di, in my Expedition againft them. &""*$ 



BOOK II. 

* 

1. Ty Emember to put your felf in mind 
JTV every Morning, That before Night 
'twill be your Luck to meet with fome In- 
quifitive Impertinent, with fome ungrate- 
ful, and abufive Fellow ; with fome Knavifti, 
Envious, or unfociable Churl or other. Now 
all this perverfenefs in them proceeds from 
their Ignorance of Good and Evil : And 
jince its fallen to my (hare to underftand the 
Natural Beauty of a good Aftion, and the 
jbeformity of an ill One 5 fince I am fatis- 
fied thePerfon difobliging is of Kin to me, 
and tho' we are not juft of the fame Flefh 
•■•- :-■ ' " * ■ " " and 
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and Blood, yet our Minds are nearly rela- 
ted, being both extra&ed from the Deity; 
iince I am like wife convinced that no Man 
can do me a real injury, becaufe no Mail 
can force me to misbehave my felf 5 For 
thefe Reafons, I can't find in my Heart to . 
Hate, or to be Angry with one of my own I 
Nature and Family. For we are all made 
for mutual Affiftance, no lefs than the Parts, 
of the Body are for the Service of the 
whole 5 Froqi whence it follows that Cla(h» 
ing and Oppofition is perfe&ly unnatural: 
Now fuchan unfriendly Difpofition is im- 
ply'd in Refentment and Averfion. 

II. This Being of mine, all that's on't, 
confifts of Body, Breath, and that Part 
which governs : Now would you examine 
your whole Compofition > Pray then let 
your Library alone, what need you puzzle 
your Thoughts, and over-grafp your felf? 
To come to the Enquiry: As for your Car- 
caff, value it no more than if you were joft 
expiring, and taking Leave on't. For whit 
is it in compavifon > nothing but a little 
paltry Blood and Bones 5 a piece pf Net- 
work, wrought up with a Company of 
Nerves, Veins, and Arteries twifted toge- 
ther. In the next place you are to examine 
what fort of Thing your IJreatb is : Why, 
only a little Air fuck'd into your Lung, 
and pumpTf out again. The third part of 

your 
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your Compofition is your Mind, which was 
made for Government and Authority : 
Now here make a Stand ; confider you are 
an Old Man : Don't fuffer this NoWe Part 
Of you under Servitude any longer ; Let it 
hot be overborn with Selfilh Paflions ; Let 
it not quarrel Fate, be uneafy at the Pre- 
feni, or afraid of the Future. 

IH. Providence (bines clearly through 
the Adrainiftratiori of the World ; Even 
Chance it felf is not without Steadinefs and 
Nature at the bottom 5 being only an Ef- 
fect of that Chain ofCaufes which are un- 
der a providential Regulation: Indeed all 
Things flow from this Fountain : Befides, 
There is Neceffity, and General Conveni- 
ence that Matters (hould lie as they do 5 and 
to fpealc out, the Intereft of the whole 
World, of which you are a part, is concern'd 
in't. Now that which is both the Produft, 
and Support of Univerfal Nature, muft by 
confequence be ferviceablc to every Part of 
it t But the World Subfifts upon Alterati- 
on, and what it lofes one way, it gets an- 
other 5 For Generation, and Corruption, are 
no more than Terms of Reference, and Re- 
fye&. Let thefe Refle&ions Satisfy you, 
and make them your Rule to Live by : As 
for Books, never be over-eager about them : 
Such a fondnefs for Reading will be apt to 
perplex your Mind, andm^keyouDieUn- 
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pleas'd : Be fure therefore to Refign wil- 
lingly, and go off in Go6d Humour, and 
heartily thank tfte Cods for what you i 
fcave had. I 

IV. Remember how.often you have poft- I 
pon'd the minding yourlntereft, andflip'd 
thofe Opportunities the Gods have given 
you. Tis now high time to confider what 
fort of World you are part of, and from 
what kind of Governour of it you areDe* 
fcended : That you have a fet Period af- 
fign'd you to A& in. And unlefi you im- 
prove it to Brighten and Compofe your 
Thoughts, 'twill quickly run off with you, 
and be loft beyond Recovery. 

V.. Take care always to purfue the Bufi- 
nefs in Hand with Vigour and Application } 
Remember your felf a Man and a Roman j 
And let the A&ion be done with all the 
Dignity and Advantage of Circumftance : 
Let jmaflfeded Gravity, Humanity, Free- 
dom, and Juftice fliine through it. And be 
fure you entertain no Fancies, which may 
give check to thefe Qualities. This Task is 
very practicable if you will but fuppofe 
very thing you are upon your Laft 5 If 
your Appetites and Paflions don't crofs up* 
on your Reafonj If you ftand clear of Raw? 
nefs, and don't complain of your Deftiny, 
and have nothing of InGncerity, and Self- 
Love to infeft you. You fee what a few 

Point) 
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Points a Man has to gain in order to a Hap- 
py, and Godlike Way of Living : For he 
that comes thus far, performs all which 
the Immortal Powers require of him* 

VL In earnefl: at this rate of Manage- 
ment thou ufeft thy felf very coarfly 5 * * Se€ 9 
neither haft thou much time left to do right XVI " 
to thy Honour. For Life hurry s off apace: 
Thine is almoft up already $ And yet in- 
ftead of paying a due Regard to thy own 
Reafon, thou haft placed thy Happinefs 
in the Fancies of other Men* 

VII. Don't let Accidents difturb^ or out- 
ward Objefts engrofs your Thoughts, but 
keep your Mind quiet and unengaged, that 
you may be at Leifure to learn fomewhat 
that's Good 5 and don't ramble from one 
Thing to another. There is likewife ano- 
ther dangerous fort of Roving to be avoid- 
ed : For fome People are Bafy and ftt d& 
Nothings They Fatigue and Wear them-. 
felyesout, and yet drive at no Point, nor 
prppofe any general End of A&ion, 01? 
Defign. 

. ;VIII. A Man can rarely mifcarry by be- 
ing Ignorant of anotbers Thoughts, buthe- 
" that does not attend to his own, is certainly t 
Unhappy. . - 

IX. T he Reflections followi ng ought aK 
ways to be at Hand : . To confider well the 
Nature of the Univerfe and my own 5 to- 
gether 
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gether with the Communication and Reft* 
rence betwixt them : And in what degree 
of Proportion and Quality, I ftand wiiiK 
refpeft to the whole : And that no Mor-i 
. tal can hinder me from A&ing, and 
Speaking fuitably to the Condition of my 
Being. 
X. Theophrafiwf in comparing the Degrtd 
•Thwisfaid of Faults, (as we commonly (peak;*) falfa 
scokkT L e like a Philofopher, where he affirms that 
to?**l thofe Inftances of Misbehavibor which pro* 
ceedfrom Defire^ are greater than thofeof 
which Anger was the occafi6n.' For a Man 
that is Angry feems to quit his Hold im* 
willingly, to be teaz'd out of his Reafbtf, 
and dart out of Rule before he is att&itt 
But he that runs Riot out of Appetite and 
Pleafure is fway'd by a Libertine Princfel^ 
and appears a more fcandalous Offender* 
The Philofopher therefore was certaihlf 
right in pronouncing upon the Difference 
of the Cafe. For the firft looks like an in 1 
jured Perfon, and is vext, and as it wctfB 
forced into a Paffion, whereas the otbbt 
begins with Inclination, and commits the 
Fault with a Guft. 

XL . Manage all your Anions ariijf 
Thoughts in fuch a Manner as if you \reitf 
juft going to ftep into the Grave 5 And what 
great matter is the Bufinef* of Dyirig $ if 

the 
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the Gods arc in Being you can fuffer no- 
thing, for they'll do you no Harm : And if 
they are not, or take no Care of us Mor- 
tals 5 why then I muft tell you, that a 
World without either Gods, or Providence 
is not worth a Man's while to live in. But 
there's no need of this Suppofition 5 The 
Bbing of the Gods, and their Concern in 
Human Affairs is beyond Difpute : And as 
an Inftance of this, They have put it in his 
Pbwer not to fall into any Calamity pror 
parly fo called. * And if other Misfortunes TheEaipe; 
(a» we count them,) had been really Evils, ££ n ^* 
they would 1 have provided againft them £^fc t er £ 
too, and furnilh'd them with Capacity to committing 
avoid them. And here I would glaaly know laST* 
how that which can't make the Man worfe 
{hould make his Life fo > To fpeak clearly, 
I can never be perfuaded that the JFirJi 
Cmfe can be charg'd with the want of 
Power, Skill, or Inclination 5 to take Care 
of thefe Matters. Or that Nature (hould 
commit fuch an Error as to fuffer things re- 
ally Good, and Evil, to happen prbmifcu- 
ouily to Good, and Bad Men. Now Livings 
andDying, Honbur and Infamy, Pleafure 
aad Pain 5 Riches and Eoverty, all thefe 
Things ire the common Allotment of the 
Virtuous and Diforderly 5 why fo > Beqaufe 
tfc&y have nothing of Jntrinfick Creditable- 
nefe, or Scandal in thcir< Nature ; And 
X- there* 
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therefore to fpeak properly, are nfeither 
Good, nor Bad. 

XII. A Mans Reafon will eafily convince 
him how quickly all Corporeal Things 
Moulder off, and vaniflr both in Appear- 
ance, and Memory 5 And are neither fo 
much as feen, or talk'd of. The fame Fa- 
culty will inform him of the Quality and 
Size of the Objefts of Senfe, particularly 
thofe which Charm us with Pleafure, 
frighten us with Pain, or are moft admir'd 
upon the Score of Reputation. A, .little 
thinking will (how a Man how infignifi- 
cant, defpicable, and paultry thefe Thin] 
are, and how foon they wither and go o] 
'Twill (how one what fort of Bulk thofe 
People are off, upon whofe Fancy and 
Good Word, the Being of Fame depends.: 
Thus a Man may examine the Point of Dy- 
ing,which if once abftra&ed from' thePotapf 
and Terror of the Idea, 'twill be found no- 
thing more than a pure Natqral A&ion. 
Now he that dreads the Courfe of Nature 
is aChiid, Befides there's general Adyan-L 

rsecsin. tage in the Cafe. * Laftly, we (hould cffth 
fider how nigh we are Related to the Dei- 
ty, and in what part of our Being, ao4 
what becomes of that Honourable fida> 
when the Compofition is broken. 

XIII. Nothing can be more unhappy 
than -the Curiofity of that Man that QLanges 

every 
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every where, and dig$ into the Earth for 
Difcovery 5 That fe wonderfully bufy to 
force a. Paffage into other Peoples 
Thoughts, and dive into their Boforfi 5 
But does not confider that his own Mind is 
large enough for Entqutr y, aiid Entertairi- 
ment. And that the Care and Improvement 
of hitufelf wilt afford himfiiflBlcientBufinefs. 
And how is all this to be done ? Why by 
being neither Paffionate nor Heed left, nor 
yet dif pfeas'd upon afnyaceount either with 
the Gods or Men. For as for the Gods their 
Adminiftration ought to be Revered upon 
the Score of Excellency, and Station. And 
as for Men,* their A&ions fljould be weU ta- 
ken* for the fake of Common Kindred. Be~ 
fides, They are often to be pitied for their 
Ignorance of Good and Evil ; Which In- 
capacity of Difcerning between Moral Qua- 
lities* is a greater Misfortune thaK that of 
a Blind' Man,, who can't diftioguith between 
White *nd l Black 

XIV. Suppofe you were to Live Three 
Tboufand, or if you pleafe, three Millions 
of Yeafo, yet you are to remember that no 
Man can lofe any other Life than that 
which he lives -by, neither is he poffeft'd of 
anyother than that which he Lofcs. From 
whence it follows, that the longed Life, as 
we commonly (peak, and the (bortcft, come 
aU to the (ame Reckon mg, The Proof lies 

N fhus j 
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thus : The Prefent is of the fame Duration 
every where, and of the fame Extent to all 
People 5 Every Bodies Lofs therefore is of 
the feme Bfgnefs, and reaches no farther 
than to a Point of Time. For to fpeak fidd- 
ly, No Man is capable of lofing either .the 
Paft, or the Future, For how can anyone 
be deprived of what he has not. So that 
under this Confideration there are two No- 
tions worth the laying up $ One is, that a 
little while is enough to view the World 
in 5 for things are Repeated, and come over 
again apace: Nature Treads in a Circle, 
and has much the fame Face through the 
whole Courfe of Eternity. And therefore 
it (ignifies not a Farthing, whether a Man 
ftands gazing here an Hundred, or a Hun- 
dred Thoufand Years $ for all that he gets 
by it is only to fee the fame Sights fo much 
the oftener. The other Hint is, that when 
the longeft, and (horteft Lived Perfons 
come to die, their Lofs is equal : For as I 
obferve the Jtrefent is their Alf 9 and they 
can Suffer no Farther. % 

, XV. Monimus the Cynick Philofbpher 
ufed to fay that all Things were but meer 
Fancy and Opinion 5 pretending there was 
no infallible Rufe for the Teft of Truth 
and Certainty. Now this rallying Expreffi- 
on may undoubtedly prove ferviceable, 
provided one docs not turn Sceptick, and 
carry it too far. XVL 
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XVI. There are feyeral Ways of Beha* 
Tiour by which a Man may (ink his Quali- 
ty, ufe hisPerfon very fcurvily, and 'tis pof- 
fible without being aware on't. And this in 
the Firft plaee is more remarkably done by 
murmuring £t any thing which Happens. 
By doing thus, He makes Hinjfelf a fort of 
an Excrefcence of the World, breaks off 
from the Conftittation of Nature, and in- 
ftead of a Umb becomes anUl^er. Again, 
He fails under the fame Misfortune who 
hates any Perfon, or Croffes upon him 5 
with an intention of Mifchief, which is rhe 
cafe of the Angry and Revengeful. Third- 
ly, A Man Lelfens and Affronts himfelf 
when he is overcome by Pleafure, or Pain : 
Fourthly, When he makes ufe of Art, Trick- 
ing, and Falfljood, in Word, or A&ion. 
Fifthly, When he does not know what he 
would be at in a Bufinefs, but runs on with- 
out Thought or Defign 5 whereas even the 
leaft Undertaking ought to be aim'd at 
Ibme End: Now the End of Rational $er 
ings is to be Govern'd by the Laws of Na- 
ture, apd tlje Intereft of the Vnitierfe 5 For 
thefe two, are bottj the oldeft, and the heft 
Rules, we can go by, 

XVII. TheExtentofHqmanLifeisbut 
a Point 5 Matter is In a perpetual Flux: The 
Faculties .of Senc^ and Perception, are 
Weak, and Unpenetrating : The Body 

N 2 {tar* 
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flenderly put together, and but a Remove 
from Putrefa&ion: The Soul a rambling 
fort of a Thing. Fortune and Futurity, 
are not to be guefs'd at $ And Fame does 
not always (land upon Defert, and Judg- 
ment. Tn a Word 5 That which belongs to 
the Body ftreanjs off like a River 5 And 
what the Soul has is but Dream and Bubble ; 
Life, to take it rightly, ijno other than a 
Campaign, or Courfe of Travels 5 and Poft- 
bumous Fame has little more in't than Si* 

# s!4 B i°f * ence » and Obfcurity. *What is it then 
Book 4. 10 that will (tick by a Man and prove fignifi- 
** 35 cant > Why, Nothing but Wifdom, andPhi- 
lofophy. Now the Fun&ions of this Qua* 
lity confift in keeping the Mind from Inju- 
ry and. Difgrace j fuperior to Pleafure and 
Pain, free from Starts and Rambling, with* 
out any Varnifh of Diffembling, and Kna- 
very, and astoHappineft, Independent of 
the Motions of another. Farther, Phijofo- 
phy brings the Mind to take things as they 
fall, and acquiefce in the Diftributions of 
Providence $ In as much as all Eveqts pro* 
ceed from the fame Caufe with it felf $ and 
above all to have an eafy Profpefl: of Death, 
as being nothing more than diftolving the 
Corrpofition, and taking the Elements to 
Pieces. Now if the Elements themfelyes are 
jiever the worfe for running off into one. 
aripthcr 5 What if they fhould all tJndafp, 

and 
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And change their Figure? Why ftiould any 
Man be concem'd at the Confeqtience? All 
this is but Natures Method t now Nature 
never does any Mi (chief. 

Written at Carniintum * aTown of Pan-^Ejl 
iidnia, or Hungary. '*■"**• 



BOOK III. 

I. tTI7E ought not only to remember, 
V V that Life is perpetually wearing 
off, add in a Literal Confumption 5 butal- 
fo to Confider that if a Man's Line (hould 
happen to be longer than ordinary, yet 'tis 
tmcprtain whether his Mind will keep pace 
with His Years, and afford him Senfe enough 
fbf Bufinefs, and Speculation, and to look 
into the Nature, Reafons, and References, 
of Things Ijoth Humane, and Divine. For 
ff the Understanding falls off, and the Man 
fcfegins to Dote, What does he fignify > Tis 
true the meer Animal Life may go on, he 
niay Breath andNourifh, and be furnifbed 
withPerception and Appetite $ But to make 
any proper ufe of himfelf, to work his No- 
tions to anyClearhefsatW Cohfiftency ; to' 
ftate Duty and Circumftance, and Praft'ce 
tojbetency andExa£faefs 3 td know whe- 
ther it is time for M'rir to wilk' out of the .■ ^^ 
Wdtfd or net, * As to aft thefe noble Fun- i k. ,m 
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ftions of Reafon, and Judgment, the Man 
is perfe&ly dead already. It concerns us 
therefore to pufli forward, and make the 
moft of our matters, for Death is contitju- 
ally advancing ; and befides that, our Un- 
demanding (ometiuie dies before 0$, and 
then the true Purpofes and Significant^ of 
Life are at an End. - 

I[ Tis worth ones w hile to obferve that 
the lead defignM and almoft unbefpoken 
EfFcfts of Nature, are not without their 
Beauty : Thus, to ufe aSimilitude, there are 
Cracks, and little Breaks on the Surface of a 
Loaf, which tho* never intended by the 
Baker, have a fort of Agreeablenefs in them 5 
which invite the Appetite, Thus Figs when 
they are mod ripe, open and gape : And 
Olives when they fall of themfelves and 
are near decaying, are particularly pretty 
to lock at: To go on 5 The bending of an 
Ear of Corn, the Brow of a Lion, the Foam 
of a Boar, and many other Things, if you 
take them fingly, are far enough from be- 
ing handfome, but when they are look'd on, 
as parts of fomewhat elfe, and confider'd 
with Reference, and Connexion 5 are 136th 
Ornamental, and ^ffe&ing. Thus, if a Man 
has but Inclination and Thought enough to 
examine the Produtf oft he Univerfe$ he'JL 
find the moft unpromifing Appearances not 
unaccountable ; and that the more remote 

Ap- 
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Appendages have fotnewhat to Recora* 
inend them. One thus prepared will per- 
ceive the Beauty of Life, as well as that of 
Imitation 5 and be no lefs plea fed to fee a 
Tyger Grin ift thel^er, than in a Painters 
Shop. Such aofte will find fometbing agree- 
able in the Decays of Age, as well as in the 
Bloflbm of Youth : I grtfnt manv of thefe 
Things won t Charm us at the firft Blufh : 
To Protoobnce rightly, a Man muft be well 
affe&ed in the Cafe, and throughly acquain- 
ted with the Methods and Harmony of 
Nature. 

IIL Hippocrates who cured Co tHany Difc 
eafes^ was not able to Recover himfelf: 
The Chaldeuns who foretold other Peoples 
Death, at laft niet with their own. Alex* 
tinder, Pompey, and Julius C&fat, who had 
deftroyed fo toatiy Towns, and Cut-off fo 
many Thoufands in the Field, were forc'd 
at laft to March off themfelves : Heraclitui 
who argued fo much about the World's be- 
ing fet oft Fire, perifh'd himfelf by a Coun* 
ter-Element, and wasDrown'd in a Dropfy* 
Democritus was eaten up with * Lice, and*^^"^" 
Socrates was difpatched by another fort of j£J**L. 
f Vermin. And what are thefe Inftances for ? tlT* 
Why, to (hew what we muft all come to. 5^^^ 
Look you 5 You are got Abroad, you have ^£gj* 
made your Voyage and your Port 5 Debark an 5 
theft without any more ado 3 if you hap^ 
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pen to Land upon another World, there 
will be Gods enough to take car* of you : 
But if it be your Fortune to drop into no- 
filing* why then your Virtue will be no 
more foliated with PJeafure and Pain j then 
you'll have done dragging for yanr Car- 
cafs: whereas as .Matters go npw t the beft 
Moyety of you has fomeriroes %l& worft 
Office : For if I miftake not, the pne is all 
Soul, aod Spirit, whereas the otbeff, is but 
Dirt, and Putrefoftion, :•:;!*. 

IV. For the Future, don't tipttd your 
Thoughts upon other People, unlpfe yoB 
are pdt upon it by fororaon Intereft, For 
the prying into foreign Bqfiaefs* that if 
tuufing upon the Talk, Fanckv 4od Gon- 
tf ivances of another, and guefiipg at the 
what, and why, of his A&ions 5 All (bis does 
but make a Man forget bimfelf,; and Ram* 
blefrom his ownReafon. He ought tberet 
fore not to work bis Mind to 90 purpoft; 
now h row a fuperfluousLink into the Chain 
of Thought 5 And more efpecially,to ftami 
clear of Curiofity, and Malice, in his Em 
quiry. And to come Home, and make all 
fure * Let it be your way to think upon 
nothing, but what you could freely Difca* 
ver, if the Queftion was put to you : So 
that if your Soul was thus laid open, there 
would nothing appear, but what was Sim 
cere, Good-natur'd, and publick Spirited $ 

not 
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not Co much as' one Libertine, or Luxurious 
Fancy, nothing of Lltigioufnefs, Envy, or 
unreafonable Sufpicion, or any thing elfe, 
which would not bear the Light, without 
BluQiing. A Man thus qualified, may be al- 
lowed the fifft Rank amongMortals; he is 
a fort of Prieft, and Minifter of the Gods, 
and makes a right ufe of the Deity within 
* him 5 By the Affifta nee of which he is.pre-*s°*e j^ 
ferv*d uninfected withPleafure, invulnefa-Krsqd'or 
We agatoftPaiaj out of the reach of Inju-JjSJ" 8 
ry, andabowetbeMaliceof IIlPeople.Thus 
he Wreftlesfor the nobleft Prize, + (hrndi^SS 
' firm on the moiHIippery Ground, and keeps ^Sfejjj 
his Feet againft all his Paffions j To go on theX»l 
with him, his Honefty is right Sterling, and 
touches as well as it looks 3 he always re- 
figns to Prbvidence,and meetshis Fate with 
Pieafure : He never minds other Peoples 
Thoughts, orAcHons, unlets PublickRea- 
fon and General Good require it. No ; He 
confines himielf to his ofrn Bufinefs, and 
contemplates upon his Poft, and Station 5 
And endeavours to do the Firft asitftpnid 
be, and believewell of theLatfer: I fajpf 
the Latter ; for Fate is both ineyitatile, 
and convenient. He cpnfiderS that all Ra- 
tional Beings are of Rin^ and'that Gene- 
ral Kindnefs Mid Concern for rhe, whole 
World, is ntf more than & : piece of 'Huma- 
nity. TiiaMWy oBesCbaaOpinionis not 
Yiotta 
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worth the gaining 5 but only of thole tfrho 
live tip to the Dignity of their Nature* As 
for others, he knows their way of Living, 
and their Company 5 their Publick, and 
their Private Diforders 5 And why indeed 
fhould he value the Commendation of facb 
People, who are fo Vitious and Fantaftical, 
as not to be able to pleafe themfelves } 

V. Be not Haled, Selfifh, Unadvifed, or 
Paffionate in any Thing you do 5 Dorit 
affedi: Quaintnefs, and Points of Wit : n& 
ther Talk, nor Meddle more than is necef* 
fary. Take care that your Tutelar Genii* 

«*HcMind,* has a creditable Charge to prefide over$ 

5tofo£ ,sof Tbat you appear in the Chara&er of your 

Sex, and Age $ A& like a Roman Empp 

rour, that loves his Country : and be afr 

•to Die wa Y s * n a readinefs to quit the Fields * at 
the firft founding of the Retreat. In the mean 
time manage your Credit fo, that you need 
neither Swear yourfelf, nor want a Vouch* 
er. Let your Air be chearfulj depend not 
upon Foreign Supports, nor beg your Hap* 
pinefs of another. And in a word, nevft 
throw away your Legs, to ftand upon 
Crutches. 

VI. If in the whole compafs of Humane 
Life,you find any thing preferable to Juftice 
and Truth, to Temperance, and Fortitude; 
To a Mind Self fatisfied with its own Ratio* 
nal Conduft, and entirely refignd to Fate : If 

Ifay 
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ay you know any Thing better than this, 
ver balk your Fancy, count it your Su» 
eme Happinefs, and make the mod on't 
►u can. But if there is nothing more valu- 
ie than that theGemvs and Spirit within 
u * (hould be Abfolute in its Reafon, Ma- # Thc8 «* 
r of its Appetites, enquire nicely into the 
jality of an Objeft. If there's nothing 
;>re to be wifhVi than that with Socratef, 
(hould (land off from the Impre&ons of 
nee 5 fubmit to the Government of the 
xls, and be helpful, and benevolent to 
ankind $ If all things are Trifles with re- 
ed to this, don't divide your In clina ti- 
s, mi fpl ace your Thoughts, and weaken 
mrSatisfa&ion, by any Foreign Purfu its 1. 
ttipnal Choice, and Benevolent Defign, 
wld never be check d. Bitf if you are for 
ring Tricks, and compounding the Mat- 
\ If Popularity and Power, if Wealth 
d Pleafure once ftrike your Fancy, youVc 
tie :. Thefe new Favourites will govern 
>ur Motions; and Ride you atDifcretion. : 
it your Choice therefore run all one way, 
d be bold, and refolute for that which: 
Beft. Now Ufe and Significancy, is the 
oper Teft of this Quality : So that the* 
aeftion will be whether a Thing is fer- 
ceable to your Rational Capacity 5 If fo, 
jfe with the Offer 5 Bat if 'tis no more 
an a fenfual Advantage, hold yoor.Hand $ 

And 
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And that yon mav Diftibguflh rightly, Reip 
your Judgment UnbyafsM, and ddnYlfet it 
feick in the diitfide of Matters. 

VII. Dbft't be fqrid of, any Thing, bi 
thitik that for your Ihteteft, which &fcS 
yon break yotfr Word, quit your Mttdefty, 
be of aDiffembling, Sufpifcious, at Outta* 
gious Huthdur 5 which j>6ts you upon HP 
ting any Perfon, and ericlihes you to any 
Pra&ice, which wont bear the Light, and 
look the World in the Face. For lie that 
•fcilues the Virtue of his Mind, and the Dig- 
nity of his fleafon, before all other Things 
is eafy, and well fortified, and has ftothfcg 
for a Tragedy to work on 5 He laments un- 
der no Misfortune, and wants neither $6* 
Jitude nor Company 5 And which is'ftill 
more, he neither flies Death, nor purines 
it; but is perfe&ly indifferent about the 
Length, and Shortneft of his Life, And' if 
he was to expire this Moment, the want of 
Warning would not furprife him |\HeM 
ne'er ftruggle for moire time, but go off with 
Decency and Honour. Indeed, he is fbtfci- 
tous about Nothing but his own Coriduft, 
and for fear he (hould fail in theFun&idns 
Of Reafon, Prudence, and Generality^ 

VIII. If yoii examine a Man that' hid 
been well Difciplined by philofopby 5 ybul 
find nothing that'sUnfoutid, Foul, or Falflr 
in Itfm: Nothing that s Set vile, Fop£rfb, or 

Fond j 



^ 



JJ ■ I — — ^— •mmmm^tm 



Mentations, <&<. 1^3 



Fond 5 No (elfifh, no obnoxious, and ab- 
sconding Pra&ices : To give hkp bis doe, 
bis Bufinefs is always done $ His Life may- 
be Abort, but never imperfeft : So that i» 
Btady can (ay he goes off the Stage before* 
the Play is quite Afted. 

IX. The Happinefs of your Life depends 
upon the Quality of your Thoughts, there- 
fore guard accordingly : And take care that 
you entertain no Notions unfuitable to Vir- 
tue and reafonable Nature 5 Now in order 
to this, you rauft be wary in your Aflent, 
Qbedient to the Gods, and Benevolent to 
Mankind* 

X AsPfor other fpeculations, throw 
them all out of your Head, excepting thofe 
lew Precepts above mentioned; Remem- 
bripg withal, that every Man!s Life lies all 
\pithm the Prefent$ For the Pafi is fpent, 
and done with, and the Future is uncertain : 
^iow the Prefent if (tari&ly examin'd, is but 
a point of Time. Well then ! Life moves in 
a very narrow Compafs; yes, and Men live 
in a poor Corner of the World too : And 
the moft lading Fame will ftretch but to a 
lorry Extent. The Paflage on't is uneven 
and craggy, and therefore it can't run far. 
'the frequent Breaks ofSuccefJion drop it in 
the Conveyance : For alas ! poor traofito* 
ry Mortals, know little either of thetnfelves, 
or of ttiofe wha Were long before them. 

XI. To 
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XL To the foregoing Hints you may add 
this whicji follows. And that is, to furvey 
and define every Objefi: and Thought extra- 
ordinary 5 and that with fuch Penetration, 
as todifieft it throughout, pull off its Mask 
and Fucus, and view it in its naked Effence : 
To call the Whole, and the Parts by their 
true Names $ and be truly informed of their 
Force and Nature, both Single, and in Com- 
pofition. For nothing is (0 likely to raife 
the Mind to a pitch of Greatnefs, as to bring 
Accidents, Perfons, and Pretenfions to a true 
Teft. For inftance, To be ready to tell ones 
felf, to what fort of purpofe this thinj 
fcrves, and what fort of World lis whicl 
makes ufe on't > what proportion of valu$ 
it bears to the Vmverfe, and what to Men 
in particular j to Men I fay, who are Citi- 
vml zcns °f e hat great * Capitol, in refpeflt of 
which all other Towns, are no taore than 
fingle Families. To return : My Bufinefs is< 
to examine nicely into the prefent Objeft j 
to know what 'tis made on, and how long 
'twill laft 5 what Virtue it requires of me, 
and gives occafion to 5 whether Fortitude, 
or Truth, Good Nature, or Good Faith, 
Simplicity, Frugality, and fo forth 5 upon 
every Impreffion and Accident, a Maa 
ftouldbe ready to pronounce, This was fenfc 
nje by Heaven, This is a Confequence of . 
Deftiny $ This comes from Chance, over* 

rulecj 
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ruled by Providence $ And this other was 
done by one of the fame Clan, f Family, t *£*?* 
and Corporation with my felf 5 Tis true, 1 * l- 
don't like the Ufage, but the Man was a 
Stranger to the Relation he flood in 5 and 
knew no Better. But I am under none of » 
this Miftake, and therefore I will be Juft, 
ancPFriendly to him, and treat him by the 
Laws of Common Society 5 for why (hould 
any Man forfeit for his Ignorance, and lofe 
a Natural Right However, as to Things In- 
different , || I (hall take care to look into « *"* **• 
them too, and rate them according to their £«iu££ 
refpeftive Value. KSJ* 

XIL If you will be governed by Reafon, «££**■* 
and manage what lies before you with In- 
duftry, Vigour, and Temper ; if you won't 
run out after New Game, but keep your, 
Mind Stanch, and well Difciplined, as if 
this trial of Behaviour was your Laft : And 
then, if you will but ftick to your Meafures, 
and be True to the Bed of your Self 5 and 
keep your Fears and Defires from going 
farther : If living up to your Nature, mind- 
ing an opportunity, and (landing boldly 
by the Truth : If thefe Things I fay will 
fatisfie you, you may be a Happy Man; 
now if you are but willing, the World can't 
hinder you from doing all this. 
' XIII. As your Surgeons have their In- 
ftruments ready for fuddeo Occafions, fo 

be 
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be you always furnifh'd with Roles and 
Principles, to let you into the Knowledge 
and Extent of Things Hunjane and Divine; 
\ for thefe Two have their Reference and 
Connexion with each Other. The confe- 
quence is, that your whole Pra&fce ought 
to Turn upon this fuppofition : For with- 
out looking into the Nature and Adfiiiu- 
ftration of the Gods, you'l fail in your Be- 
haviour towards Men $ and thus the Ret- 
foning holds backward, to the other ftcfeof 
the Argument. 

XIV. Don't go too far in your Boobl 
and overgrafp your felf. Alas ! yoq> bpye 

•j>\*m. no time left to perufe your* Diary, to read 
' over the Greek and Roman Hiftory, or To 
much as your . own Commatt-Place-Bdii j 
which you Colle&ed to fcrve you when 
you were Old : Come, don't flatter and 
deceive your felf $ Look to tho raftin 
Chance, to the end and deflgn of Read* 
ing, and mind Life more than Notion.: I 
fay, if you have a kindnefs for your Pei> 
fon, drive at the pra&ice, and help yqur 
felf, for that is in your own power. 

XV. Many People don't, know the true 
Compafs and Extent of Language * For in- 
ftance; They-an't aware in how many Sen? 
fes the words, tp Steal;tqB^f 9 toSm^ 9 toh 
at §iHiet % may be taken ; nor how much 
meaning the Duties of Life carry iq them, 

Thefe 
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Thefc A&ions are commonly either ftfait* 
ned in the Notion, or misapplied in the 
End. To fay no more on't, He that would 
•View this Matter rightly, muft tljink a lit- 
tle, and look inward. 

XVI. There arc three things which be- 
long to a Man, tlje Body, the Soul, and 
the Mind : And as to the f Properties of trve^ 
the Divifion, Senfatioii belongs to th$ Bo- f** s a di . 
dy, Appetite to the Soul * and R*afpn to £^™ l 
the Mind, i To have the Senfes affe&ed, the sTuund 
and be ftamp'd with tlxe Impreffion Of ah*^' 
Objeft, it common to Brutes and Cattle i 
To bdhiiftjeidandconvulsM with Paffion, 
is the'Quattty of Beaft$of Prey, and Men 
of Pteafure, Of libertines and * Tyrarits 5 £;£* 
of Atheifts and Tray tors, ar>d of thofe^ iiami 
who' doa't care whajt they do when no bo- 
dy fees.thdoi $and fince thefe Qualities are 
both itioarfe aijd Common, lets find out the 
Mark of a Man of Probity t His diftin&ion 
then lies, in keeping Reafon at the Head 
of Pra&ice, and being Eafy in his Conditi- 
on. To live in a Crowd of Obje&s, with- 
out fuffering either in his Senfe, his Virtue, 
or his Quiet. To have a good undemand- 
ing at Home, and be govem'd by that Di- 
vine Principle within him : To be all Truth 
in his Words, and Juftice in his Aftions i 
And if the whole World fhould disbelieve 
his Integrity, difpute his Charader, and 

O queftiort 
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queftion his Hippraefs, he'd neither take 
it ill in the leaft,nor alter his tneafnres 5 but 
purfue the Ends of Living, with all the 
Honefty, Eafe, and Refignatioo imaginable. 



BOOK IV. 

I. \ 11 7 Hen the Mind A&s op to Nature 
V y and is rightly Difpctfd, (he 

takes Things as they come, ftands ibofe in 
her Fancy, and Tacks about witli her Cir- 
cumftancea : As for ffeing the Condition of 
her Fortune, (he is not at all Solicitous a- 
bout that. Tis true, fheis not perfidy In* 
different, (he moves forward with a Wefe- 
rence in her Choice 5 but therf -tis always 
with a Refer ve of Ac^ciiefcence, and being 
eafy in the Event. And if any thing comes 
crofs, (he falls to Work upon't, and like 
Fire converts it into Fuel. For as this 
Element when 'tis weak is eafily pat oat 5 
but when once well Kindled, itfeifes upon 
what lies next, fubdues it into its own Na- 
ture, and encreafes by Refinance. 

II. Let every Adion tend to foctoe Point, 
and be perfeft in its Rind. 

III. Tis the Cuftom of People to go to 
unfrequented Places and Country Seats fbr 
Retirement $ And this has been yoiir Me- 
thod formerly. But after all, this is but a 

Vulgar 
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Vulgar Fancy. For 'tis in your Power to 
withdraw into your felf whenever you have 
a mind to't. Now ones own Breaft is a 
place the moft free from Crowd and Noife 
in the World ,if a Man's Retrofpedtions are 
eafy, his Thoughts entertaining, and his 
Mind well in Order. Your way is there- 
fore to make frequent ufe of this Retire- 
ment, and Refrejh your Virtue in't. And 
to this End, be: always provided with a 
few (hort uncontefted Notions, to keep 
your Underftanding True, and make you 
eafy in yourBufinefs, For Inftance, what 
is it that Troubles you ? Is it the Wicked- 
nefs of the World, and the ill Ufage you 
meet with ? If this be your Cafe, Out 
with your Antidote, and confider, That 
Mankind were made for mutual Ad vantage^ 
that Forbearance is one part of Juftice, and 
that People misbehave themfelves againft 
their Will. * Confider likewife, how many see Book 
Men have embroyl'd themfelves, and fpent^^"^ 
their Days in Difputesand Animofities^^^ 
and what did they get by it ? Why They^> a *** 
had more Trouble and it may be, lefs of a**/* 1 *" 
Life than they would have had. Be Quiet 
then, and don't diftarb your felf to no 
purpofe. But it may be the Government 
of the World does not pleafe you : Take 
out t'other Notion, and Argue thus. Ei- 
ther Providence, Of Chaxce fits at the Helm 5 

O a tt 
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♦lftbeFirft, the Admitriftration can't be 
queftion d 5 if the Latter, there's no mend- 
ing on't. Befides, you may remember that 
the World is as it were one Great City and 
Corporation. But poffibly the ill State of 
your Health affii&s yon. Pray Refle&, 
your Soul does not lie in your Lungs, nor 
your Reafon in your Breath, fo that if you 
are fbmewhat Afthmatick, or out of Or- 
der, 'tis no fuch great Matter. No, Not if 
your Mind will retire, and take A view of 
her own Privilege and Power. And when 
(he has done this, Recoiled hferPhilofophy 
about Pleafure and Pain 5 And to which 
(he has formerly affented. Well! It maty 
be the concern of Fame fits hard upon you. 
If you are pinchH here,confider how quick- 
ly all things vanifh, and are forgotten; 
what animmenfe Chaos there (lands, what 
an Extent of Darknefs and Confufion 5 on 
•ofEtern,-- either fide of Eternity. * Applaufe ! confi- 
ZeSSy » der the Emptinefs of the Sound, the Preca- 
rious Tenure, the little Judgment of thofe 
that give it us 5 and the narrow Compafr 
'tis confin'd to : For the whole Globe is but 
a Point ; And of this Little how Little is 
Inhabited > And where 'tis Peopled, yotfl 
have no Reafon to Brag either of the num- 
ber, or Quality of your Admirers. Upon 
the whole 5 Don't forget to Retire infothe 
Seat of your Reafon; And above all Things, 

Let 
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Let there be no Haling, nor ftruggling in 
the Cafe, but move Freely and Gracefully, 
and manage Matters like a Man of Senfe 
and Spirit, like a Burgher of the whole 
World, and like a Creature that rauft die 
(hortly. And among the reft of your Stock, 
letthefe two Maxims be always ready 5 
Firft, That *tis not Things, but Thoughts, 
which give Difturbance 5 For Things keep 
their Diftance, and Teafe no Body, till • 
Fancy raifes the Spleen, and grows Unto- 
ward. * The Second, is to confider, that •** Book 
the Scene is juft (hifting,and Aiding off into Boohf. 19, 
nothing : And that you your felf have feen^. 47& 
abundance of Great Alterations. In a word/ 
generally fpeaking, the World is all Revo- 
lution and Condudk f little better than *£»*? 
Fancy. 

IV. If the Faculty of Underftanding lies 
in Common amongft us all, then Reafon, 
the Effed of it, muft be common too : That 
Reafon, I fay, which Governs Praftfce 
by Commands and Prohibitions. From 
whence we may conclude, that Mankind 
are under one Common Regulation : And 
if under one Common Law, they muft be 
Fellow Citizens, and belong to the fame 
Body Politick. From whence 't^ilj fol- 
low, that the whole World ij upon the 
Matter but one common Wealth : For cer- 
tainly there is no other Socntj, ja which 

o 3 Mm*? 
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Mankind can be Incorporated. Now this 
common Fund of Underftanding, Reafbn, 
and Law, is a Commodity of this fame 
Country, or which way do Mortals light 
otft > For as the four Diftin&ions in my 
Body belong to fome General Head, and 
Species of Mattery For Inftance $ The Ear- 
thy Part in Me comes from the Divifion 
pi Earth 5 The Watery belongs to another 

Element 5 The Airy Particles flow from a 

Third Spring, and thofe of Fire from one 
Diftinft from all the former. For by the 
Way, Nothing can no more produce Some- 
thing, than Something can fink into No* 
thing : And thus in Proportion to the 
Reafoning upon my Conftitution, ourZJ** 
derftanding mufk have a Caufe, and pro- 
ceed from fome Quarter or other. 

V. Death, and Generation are both 
Myfteries of Nature, and fomewhat refenh 
ble each other : For the firft does but un- 
twift thofe Elements, the latter had 
wrought together : Now there's nothing 
that a Man needs be alhamedof in all this 5 
Nothing but what his Reafon may Digeft; 
And wint refults from his make, and Con* 
ftitution. 

VI. Pra dices and Humours are generally 
of a Piece 5 Such Ufage from fuch fort of 
Men, is in a manner neceffary : To be for- 
prizd at it, is in effeft to . Wonder at the 

eager 
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eager Quality of Vinegar. * Pray eonfidet^&T 
that both you, and your Enemy are drop- E »>P er ? r 

• »«» i -I „ 'i V ■ • » m»detni» 

ping off, and that e er long your very Me- fc&xion 
mories will be extfhguifhed. l^Sf" 

VII. Don't fuppofeyou are Hurt/ and t KUin m 
your Complaint ceafes, and then no Dam- 
mage's will be done. 

VIII. That which does not make a Man 
worfe,does not make him Live worfe t, And 
by confequence he has no Harm by*t either 
one way, or t'other. 

IX. Nature was obligM to Aft in this 
manner, for her own Convenience. 

X. Take notice that all Events f turn + n* », 
upon Merit, and Congruity. Which if J&te 
you obferve nicely, you'l not only per-jjjjg* 
ceive a Connexion between Caufes and Ef- 
fects, but a Sovereign Diftribution of Ju- 

ftice 5 which prefides in the Adminiftrati- 
on, and gives every Thing its Due. Go 
on with this Remark $ And let all your 
Actions anfwer the Character of a Good 
Man, I mean a Good Man, in the Stri&nefs 
arid Notion of Philofophy. 

XI. If a Man Affronts you, don't go in- 
to his Opinion, or think juft as He would 
have you : No, look upon Things as Rea- 
lity prefents them, and form your Judg- 
ment accordingly. 

XII. Be always provided with Princi. 
pies for the following Purpofes ? Firft, To 

o 4 mm 
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jengage in nothing but what Reafon Di* 
dates, what the Sovereign and Legtfatiye 
Part of you (hall fuggeft, for the Inferefl: 
of Mankind. Secondly 5 To be difpofed 
to quit your Opinion, and alter your Mea- 
fures, when a Friend (hall give you Good 
Grounds for fo doing. But then the Re$- 
fons of changing your Mind ought to be 
drawn from the Confederations of Juftice, 
Publick Good, or fome fuch Generous Mo- 
tive 5 And not becaufe it pleafes your 
Fancy, or promotes your Reputation. 

XIII. Have you any Senfe in your Head? 
Yes : Why don't you make ufe pn't then? 
For if this faculty does bpt do its Part, I 
can't fee what more you need wi(h for. 

XIV. At prefent your Nature is Diftin- 
gui(h J d, and ftands apart 5 But e'er " long 

icK " youl vanifh into the Whole : Or if you 
p»-a the pieafe you'l be retum'd into that Aftive and 

Soul apart Vi i * •* f ti /* « • t ' *\ * 

ofth^De- ProJificJc Reafon which gave you your Bp* 

that r was lUg. 

"£&* XV. When Frankincenfe is thrown up. 

d Ttm s on the A ltar » one Grain ufually falls be- 
thought is fore another ; but then the Pittance of 
tiU\he Time is Infignificant. f 
KT, XVI. the feeming Singularities of Rea- 
fto« ufe, *° n quickly wear off ; Do but ftick clofe to 
^ye^^the Principles of Wifdom, and thole who 
A-nh\i ' take you now for a Monkey, or a Madman, 
tt^£ will make a God of you in a Weeks time. 

XVII. 
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XVII. Don't manage as if you had ten 
Thoufand Years to throw away : Look 
you $ Death (lands at your Elbow 5 make 
the moft of your Minute, and be Good for 
Something, while 'tis in your Power. 

XVIII. What a great deal of Time and 
Eafe that Man gains who is not troubled 
with the Spirit of CurioGty : Who lets his 
Neighbours Thoughts and Behaviour alone, 
confines his Infpe&ions to himfelf $ And 
takes care of the Points of Honefty and 
Confidence. Truly as Agatho obferves, this 
malicious, trifling Humour ought to be 
clieck'd. In a Word, we muft keep to our 
own Bufinefs, for Rambling, and Imper- 
tinence is not to b,e endufd. 

XIX. He that is fo very folicitous about 
being Talk'd of when he is Dead, and makes 
his memory his Inclination, does not confi- 
der that all his Admirers will quickly be 
gdne. That his Fame will go lefs in the 
next Generation, and Flag upon the Courfe 5 
and like a Ball that's Handed from one to 
another, 'twill be dropt at laftj but grant- 
ing your Monuments and your Men immor- 
tal, what's their Panegyrick to you, when 
you are Dead, and know nothing of the 
matter) And if you were Living, what 
would Commendation fignify, unlefs for 
the convenience of Imitation ? To con- 
clude 5 if you depend thus fervilely upon 
* ! the 
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the good Word of other People 5 you'I aft 
below your Nature, and negleft the im- 
provement of your felf. 

XX. Whatever is Good, has that Qua- 
lity from it felf 5 'tis finifhM by its own 
Nature, and Commendation is no part of 
it. Why then a thing is neither better, nor 

. worfe, for being prais'd. This holds con- 
cerning Things which are calPd Good in 
the common way of fpeaking as the pro- 
ducts of Nature and Art 5 what do you 
think then of that which deferves this Cha- 
ra&er in the ftri&eft Propriety ? Do yon 
imagine it wants any Thing Foreign to 
coropleat the Idea? What is your Opinion 
of Truth, good Nature and Sobriety > Do 
any of thefe Virtues ftand in need of a good 
Word 5 or are they the worfe for a bad 

, one > I hope a Diamond will fhine ne'er 
the lefs for a Man s being filent about the 
worth on't 5 Neither is there any Neceffity 
of Flourifhing upon apiece of Gold, topre- 
ferve the Intrinfick ot the Mettal. 

XXI. If Humane Souls have a Being af- 
ter Death, which way has the Air made 
Room for them from all Eternity > Pray 
how has the Earth been Capacious enou 
to receive all the. Bodies buried in*t ? Tlie 
Refolution of this latter Queftibh will fa- 
tisfy the former. For as a Corps after fome 
continuance turns into Dtift, and makes 

way 
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way for another $ So wheft a Man dies* 
and the Spirit is let loofe into the Air it 
holds out for forae time,after which it wears 
off and drops in Pieces. And when Things 
come to this Pafs, 'tis either Reftew'd, and 
Lighted up into another Soul ; *or clfe ab- • g* s»- 
forb'd into that of theVniverfe 5 And thus ^1 »*<££? 
they make room for Succeffion. And this -r^SSa? 
may ferve for an anfwer upQn the Suppofi- *£* p^3£ 
tion of the Soul's furviving the Body. Be- *«*« a* 
fides, We are not only to confider the vaft mcnc * 
number of Bodies difpos'd of in the manner 
above mentioned 5 but what an infinite are 
every Day devour'd by Mankind, and other 
Living Creatures, and as it were buried in 
their Stomachs 5 And yet by theTranf- 
mutation of the Food into Blood and Hu- 
mours, and by the Conveyance of Perfpira- 
tion, there's Stowage enough. And now 
which way can a Man take a Profpeft of the 
Truth, and trace the Hiftory of Nature? 
Why in order to this, you muft divide the 
Thing in Queftion, into Matter, and # 

iw»*. thc y sioicks 

XXII. Don't run Riot : keep your Un- J^£j?£ 
derftanding True, f and your Intentions ^if °* 

Honeft. tSeeflSok 

XXIII. Whatever is agreeable to you, 5 B *f •."• 
O Vmverfe || is fo to me too. Your Things ^ 5 £ 
are never Miftittfd. Your Methods arejj^** 
acceptable, and your Setfont all §Prim and foment 

* * * O undcrftood 




Marcus Antoninus's 



Summer tome \ From Tw all Things pn> 
ceed, fubfift in you, and Return to You. 
And if the Poet calFd Athens the City Be- 
loved by Cecropr, why mayn't the World be 
ftyl'd the Favourite Town of Jupiter ? 

XXIV. If you, would Live at your Eafe, 
fays Democritus, Manage but a few Things. 
I think it had been better, if He had faid, 
Do nothing but what is neceffary 5 and 
what becomes one made for Society 5 No- 
thing but what Reafon prefcribes, and in 
the Order too (he prefcribes it. For by this 
Rule a Man may both fecure the Quality, 
and draw in the Bulk of hisBufinefs ; And 
have the double Pleafure of making his 
Aftions Good, and Few, into the Bargain. 
For the greateft part of what we fay and do, 
being unneceffary 5 If this were but ones 
retrench d, we {hould have both ipore JLek 
fure, and lefs Difturbance. And therefore 
before a Man fets forward He (hould ask 
himfelfthisQueftion; Am I not upon the 
Verge of fomething unneceffary and im- 
pertinent } Farther $ We (hould apply this 
Hint to what we Think, as well as to what 
we Do ; For Impertinence of Thought ; 
draws Unneceffary A&ion after it 

XXV. Bring the Matter to an Iffue, make 
aniSxperiment upon your felf, and examine 
your Proficiency in a Life of Virtue 5 Try 
how you can acquiefce in your Fate, and 

whe- 
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whether your own Honefty, knd Good Na- 
ture will content you. 

XXVI. Have you feen one fort of For- 
tune > Pray view t'other too 5 ne'er be di- 
fturb'd, but reduce your Per/on to its na- 
tural Bulk, and be not Concerned for more 
than belongs to you. Is any Man guilty of 
a Fault? >Tis to himfelf then : Has any Ad- 
vantage happen'd to you > 'Tis the Bounty 
of Fate : Twas all of it preordain'd you 
by the Univerfal Caufe. Upon the whole 5 
Life is butfhort, therefore be Juft, and Pru- 
dent, and make your moft on't. And when 
you Divert your felf, be always upon your 
Guard. 

XXVII. The World is either the Effeft 
of Contrivance K or Chance 5 If the latter, 
'tis a World for all that, that is to fay, *Tis 
a Regular and Beautiful Stru&ure. Now 
can any Man difcover Symmetry in his own 
Shape, and yet take the Vmverfe for an 
Heap of Rubbifh ? I fay the Z/mverfe ; in 
which the very Difcord, and Confufion of 
the Elements, fettles into Harmony and 
Order. * ~ ' x •Thu^ar- 

XXVIIL There are feveral forts of fcari- a*JS* 
dalous Tempers, fome Malicious, and fome J^J?*. 
effeminate, otfcprs Obftinate, Brutifti, and ?**»"< 
Savage. Some Humours areChildifti, and 
Silly : fome Falfe, and others Scurrilous, 
fome Mercenary, and fome Tyrannical. 

XXIX. 
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XXIX. Not to know what's*'* the World, 
and not to know what's Done in the World, 
comes much to the fame Thing, and a 
Man is one way no lefs a Stranger, than 
t'other. To proceed $ He is no better than 
a Deferter that renounces Publick Reafon, 
and the Laws of Providence. He is a Blind 
Man, that Winks with his Underftandi ng • 
And he is a Beggar that is not furniihed at 
Home, but wants the Afliftance of anotfaf. 
He that frets himfelf Sore becaufe Things 
don't happen jflft as be would have them, 
is but a fort of an Ulcer of the World $ Hjr 
murmuring at the Coujfe of Nature, lie 
quits the Univerfal Body, and gains only 
the Diftin&ion of aDifeafe. Never coo* 
fidering that the fame Caufe which produc- 
ed the difpkafing Accident, made him too. 
And laftly,He that is Selfifb, oarrow-SooTd, 
and fets up for a Separate fotereft, is, a kind 
of Voluntary 0ut-Law 3 awd Difincorperates 
himfelf from Mankind. 

XXX. This Philofppher has never a 
Waftcoat to his Coat, t'other ne'er a.Book 
to Read, and a third is half naked, and yet 
They are none of them difcouragcdrOne 
Learned Man has nothing for his Stqmfth, 
nor Another for his Leaures 1 However 
they are refolved to ftarve on, and be Vfftff 
in Defpight of Misfortune* . 

XXX. 
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XXXI. Be fatisfyed with your Bujt»efs, 
and learn to Love what you were Bred 
too: And as to the Remainder of your 
Life, be entirely refign'd, and let the Gods 
do their Pleafure : And when this is done, 
be neither Slave, nor Tyrant ; to any Body. 

XXXII. To begin fome-wbere, cdnfi- 
der how Bufinefs, Humour, and Fortune, 
went with the World in Vefpafians Time j 
Confider this I fay, and you'l find Mankind 
juft at the fame pafs They are now. Some 
Marrying, and fome concern'd in Educati- 
on, fome Sick, and fome Dying 5 fome 
frighting, and fome Feafting 5 fome drudg- 
ing at the Plow, and fome upon the Ex- 
change 5 fome were too Affable, and fome 
over-grown wilb Conceit 5 one was full of 
Jbaloufy, and t'other of Knavery 5 Here 
you might find a parcel wifhing for the 
Death of their Friends 5 and there a fedi- 
tidusClub complaining of theTimes$ fome 
Jtoved their Wenches^ and fome their Bags, 
lbnie grafp'd at thcConfulJbip, and fome at 
the\Scepter. Well! All's over with that Ge- 
netetion long fince. Come forward then to 
the Reign of Trajan $ now here yotfl find 
Mortals in the fame Circle of Bufinefs, and 
Folly, they were in before : But they are 
all gone too. Go on with the Contempla r 
don, and carry it to other Tims and Coun- 
ties* And here you'l fee abundance of Peo- 
ple 
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pie very Bufy, and Big with their Projeds, 
drop off presently, and Moulder to D*ft 
and AJhes 5 More particularly recoiled thofe 
within your own Memory, who have been 
hurried on in thefe vain Purfuits 3 How 
they have overlooks the Dignity of their 
Nature, and thofe better Satisfactions in 
their own Power. And here you mqft re* 
member to proportion your Concern to the 
Weight, and Importance of Bufinefs: Thus 
you'l be fafeagainft Trifling, and part with 
' Amnferaeflts without Regret. 

XXXIII. Thofe Words which were foN 
merly current and proper, are no^r become 
Obfolete, and Barbarous. Alas I This it 
not all : Fame Tarnifhes in Time too j 
And Men grow out of Fafhion, as well as 
Language. Thofe celebrated Names 0FG1- 
miUns^ Lafoi and Volefus are Antiquated j 
Thofe of Scipio, Cato, and Augufhs will have 
the fame Fortune 3 and thofe of Adrian, 
and Antoninus^ muft follow. All thefe 
Things areTranGtory and quickly f wallow- 
ed up in Oblivion. I fpeak this of thofe 
who have been the wonder of their Age 
and fhin'd with Unufual Luftre. But as 
for the Reft, they are no fooner Dead, 
than Forgotten. And if you could Perpe- 
tuate your Memory \ what does Fame Ever- 
lafting fignifie > Meer Stuff ! What then 
is it, that's worth ones while to be 

coo- 
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coucer nM for > Why nothing hut this 5 
Toiobear an Hobeft Mind, to Aft for the 
Good of Society $ to Deceive No body 5 to 
forefee the Worft, and be contented with 
whit happens, upon the Score both of the 
Canfe, and the Neceffity.* 

XXXIV. Put your felf frankly into the 
Hands of Fate, and let her Spin you out 
what Fortune (he pleafes. 
, XXXV. He that does a Memorable 
A&ioti; and thofe that Report it, are all 
but (hbrtrlivd Things . ; 

XXXVI. Accuftom your felf to oonfider, 
that whatever is producd* is produced by 
Alteration : That Nature Loves nothing fo 
much as (hifting the Scene, and bringing new 
PcrfoDS upon the Stage. To fpeak clofely % 
The Deftru&ion of one Thing, Is the Ma- 
king of another ; And that which Subfift* 
at prefetit y is as it were the Seed of Snccef- 
fitn y which fprings from it* Butifyoti 
take Seed in the Common Notion, and 
Confine it to the Fields or the Garden^ 
you have a dull Fancy. 

XXXVII. You are juft taking leave of 
the World, and don't you know what yoti 
are, and what yoo are not ? Han't you 
done with unneceffary defires ? Are you not 
yet above Difturbance and Sufpicion, and 
fully convincM that nothing mtbottt your 
own Will can Hurt you ? Have you not 

p yd! 
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yet learn'd to be Friends with every Body, 
and that to be an Hone ft Man, k the only 
way to be a Wife one ? 

XXXViH. Tounderftand the true Qga* 
lity of People, you muft look into their 
Minds, and examine their Purfuits, and 
Averfions. 

XXXIX. Your Pain catft lie in another 
Man's Head, neither c^n his Mifmanage* 
merit, be your Misfortune* Nay farther, 
the Declenfion of your Health, or the Ac- 
cidents in your Carcafs need not affe& yon. 
Where then are you Paffive and Vulnera- 
ble ? Why in that Part pf you that forms 
Judgments and Opinions of Things. Dtia't 
imagine you are hurt, and you ar&knpMg* 
liable : Suppofe then your flelh was Hackxlj 
Sear'd, or Putrified 5 for your Life, let your 

*bJE£- fanc y Ke ^f 11 : * Tbat is » A 50 ' 1 condude 
»<** what is common to Good, or 111 Men, can 

be Good, or Evil in its felf. For that 

which may be every bodys Lot, muft in 

its own Nature be Indifferent. 

XL. You ought frequently to confider 

fcShdi£- '***' t * ie World ^ an A"* m *l> f confifting 
Id the xev " of one Soul and Body $ that an Univer&l 

m«ea.tn n d Senfe runs through the whole Mafs of 

w^thclLui Matter. You fhould likewife reflect how 

of it. Nature A&s by a Joynt Effort, and as it 

were altog ether 5 And how every thing con* 

tributes to the Being of every thing : And 

laftly, 
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laftly* what Connexion and Subordination 
there fe 'between Caufes, andEffe&s. 

XLI. Would you know tvhat yaa are? 
EpiSfeHs vtfll tell yoii that you are ^Living 
Soul, that drags diGartafs about with her. 

XLI!. Things that- fubfift upon Change, 
and owfttlheir Being to Tnftability, can nei- 
ther Be cdnfiderably Good, nor B id *« * &e *** 

XlAil; The World rifarftes off a Pace, Ltlt al 
and Tifce h like a Rapid River : A Thin 
is no (bower wrfl come, but tis paft $ An 
then another i$ polled after it 5 And it may 
be at length, the firft will return under an- 
trther Appearance* 

XLIrJ Whatever happens Bere y is as 
Cotrimon, ' and well known as a Rofe iii 
tlie Spring, or an Apple in Autumn : Of 
this kind are Difeafes, and Death, Calum- 
ny and Undermining $ And feveral other 
Things, which Raife, and Deprefi the Spi* 
fits of unthinking People* 

XLV. Antecedents, and Confequents are 
dexteroufly tyed together in the Wof Id t 
Things are not carelefly thrown on a Heap 
and joynM more by Number than Nature 5 
but as it were Artificially inlay'd into each 
other. And as the prefent Set- of Appear- 
tnces are very curioufly corftrived, fo thofe 
upon the Stocks are carried on by Rule, and 
come forward with great Uniformity. 

XLVI. The Elements are always (hift- 

P 2 infc 
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ing their Forms, and T ran fmu ting into 
each other. Therefore don't forget theSay- 
ing of Heraclitus^ That the Earth dies i*t$ 
Water \ Water into Alr % Air into Fire; tad 

fo Backward. Remember like wife the Story 
of the Man that Travelled on. without 
knowing to what place the W^y would 
bring him : And that many People contcft 
the Point with that Reafon that Governs 
the World, and with which tljcy are daily 
Convcrfant : And feem perfe&ly unacquiifr 
ted with thofe things which occur daily. 
Farther, we muft not Nod over Bufineui 
nor dream away Life, like People who fifr 
cy they are mightily emplov'd, when they 
arc faft in their Beds. Neither are we to be 
wholly govern d by Tradition $ For thaA 
like Children, who believe any thing tbeir 
Parents tell them. 

XLVII. Put the cafe fome God fhould 
acquaint you, you were to Die to Morrow, 
or next Day at fortheft. Under this War- 
ning, you would hi a very Poor Wretch if 
you (hould ftron^ly folicit for the longcft 
time : For alas! how inconfiderable is the 
difference ? In like manner if you would 
Reafon right, and compute upon the No- 
tion of Ejernity, you would not be much 
conecrnd whether your Life was up to 
Morrow, or a Thoufand Years hence. 

YUrUL 
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i XLVIIL Confider how many Phy ficians 

arc Dead that us*d tovalufc themfel ves upon 
i the Care of their Patients 5 How many A- 
i fbologers who thought themfeJves Great 

1 Men by foretelling the Death of others ; 
: How many Philofophers have gone the 

way of all FleQi, after all their Learned Di- 
fputes about dying, and Immortality 5 How 
many Field- Worthies, who had knockM fo 
many Mens Brains odt§ How many Ty- 
rants who manag'd the Power of Life and 
_ Death with as much Pride and Rigour, and 
^ as if themfel ves had been Immortal 5 How 
many Cities, if I may fay (b, have given 
up theChoft: ForInftance£fe//Ve in Greece, 
Pompeii^ and Herculanum in Italy 5 not to 
mention many befides. Do but recoiled 
your Acquaintance 5 And here you'l find 
People Managing and making way for Fu- 
nerals 5 Mourning for their Friends, and 
giving Occafion for the fame Office them- 
felves. And all within a fmall Compafs of 
Time. In fliort, Mankind are poor TranC- 
tory Things ! They are one Day in the Ru* 
diments ofLife, and aimoft the next, turn'd 
to M*mmie, or Ajbes. Your way is there^ 
fore to manage this Minute Wifely, and 
part with it chearfully 5 And, like a ripe 
Nut, when yon drop out of the Husk, be 
fure to fpeak well of the Seafon y and make 
your Acknowledgments to the Tree that 
jborejoa P 3 YA,J^ 
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ing their Forms, and Tranfmuting into 
each other. Therefore don't forget the Say- 
ing of Heraclitus^ That the Earth dies into 
Water, Water into Air % Air into Firef and 

fo Backward. Remember like wife thp Story 
of the Man that Travelled on. without 
knowing to what place the W^y would 
bring him : And that many People conteft 
the Point with that Reafon that Governs 
the World, and with which tljcy are daily 
Converfant : And .Teem perfe&ly unacquain- 
ted with thofe things which occur daily. 
Farther, we muflk not Nod over Bufinels, 
nor dream away Life, like People who fan- 
cy thev are mightily employed, wljerr they 
are faft in their Beds. Neither are we to be 
wholly govern'd by Tradition $ For that?* 
like Children, who believe any thing thek 
Parents tell them. 

XLVIf. Put the cafe fome God (houfd 
acquaint you, you were to Die to Morrow^ 
or next Day at far theft. Under this War- 
ning, you would be a very Poor Wretch if 
you ftiould ftrongly folicit for the loqgeft 
time : For alas ! how inconfiderable is the 
difference > In like manner if you would 
Reafon right, and compute upon the No* 
tion of Ejternity, you would not be much 
concern'd whether your Life was up to 
Morrow, or aThoufand Yeats hence. 

XLVIIL 
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111 Fortune, and turns it to an Advantage. 

L. Toconfider thoft old People that re- 
fign'd fo unwillingly, is for a common No- 
tion, not unferviceable $ it helps us forae- 
what to Face Death, arid contemn it : For 
what are thefe long- liv'dMortals morethan 
thofc that went off in their Infancy > what S 
becbrjieof Ctdlimns^ &£/«/, Jjtlianus, and 
Lepicbts? Their Meads are all laid fome- 
wherc* They buried a great many, but 
came at Taft to't themfelves. Upon the 
whole 5 The difference between long, and 
fliort Life is infignificant $ efpecially if you 
confider the Accidents, the Company, and 
the Garcafs you muft go through with : 
Therefore don't let a Thought of this kind 
afleft you one way or t'other : Do but 
look upon the aftonifhing Notion of Time 
and Eternity : what an immenfe deal has 
ran out already, and how Infinite 'tis (till 
in the Future : Do but confider this, and 
yotfl find three Days and three Ages of 
Life, come much to the fame Mfeafure and 
Reckoning. 

Lr. Always go the (horteft way to work * 
NoW the neareft Road to your Bufinefs 
Her through Honefty. Let it be your con- 
tent method then to deal clearly and a- 
fcotre Board. And by this means you need 
not Fatigue it, you need Hot Quarrel, Flou- 
rift, and Dmemble like other People. 

P4 BOOK 
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BO O K V. 

f.TI7 Hen you find ,an iinwillingnefs to 
VV rife early in itbe Morning, tpake 
this fhort Speech to your felf ; I am getting 
pp now tq do the Bufinefs of a Man $ and 
am I out of Humour for going about tbatl 
was made for $ and for the fake of which I 
was fer t into the World ? Was I then de* 
fign'd for nothing but to Doze and Batten 
beneath the Counterpane? Well! but this 
is a comfortable way of living. Granting 
that : wer't thou Born only for Pleafure * 
wereyou never to do any thing? I though* 



A&ion had been the End of your being : 
Pray look, upon the Plants and Birds, the 
Pifmires, Spiders, and Bees, and you 1 fee 
them all Regular and Induftrious, exerting 
their Nature, and bufy in their Station* 
For (hame ! Shall a Spider aft like a Spider, 
and make the mod of her Matters, and 
(han't a Man ad like a Man ? Why don't 
you rouze your Faculties, and manage up 
to your Kind? For all that, there's no Liv* 
jng without Reft : True 5 But then let's 
follow Natures dire&ions, and not take 
too much on t : She likewife has given you 
leave to Eat and Drink within a Rule 5 
J>ut here you generally eyeced- your (Com* 
miffion, and go beyond Convenience: 

Whereas 
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Whereas in bufinefs you are apt to Favour 
your felf, and do lefs than lies in your pow- 
er. In earneft, you have no true Love for 
your felf: If you had, yoir would improve 
your Nature, Humour her Motions, and fo- 
licit her Intereft. Now when a Man loves 
his Trade, how be'l Sweat and Drudge to 
perform to a Curiofity, and make himfelf 
Matter on t! But to fpeak out, You mind 
your Perfon lefs than & Turner does the 
making of a Chair $ A Dancing Matter has 
much more regard for his Heels, than you 
have for your Head : And as for Wealth 
and Popularity, how ttrongly are they pur* 
fuedby the Vain, and the Covetous? AH 
thefe People when their Fancy is once 
ftruck, pu(h their Point might and main, 
pnd will fcarcely allow tbemfelves necefla- 
fj Ref refhment. And now can you think the 
Functions of Reafon Juftice^nd Generality, 
lefs valuable than thefe petty Amufements? 
II. What an eafy matter 'tis to ftem the 
Current of your imagination $ to difchargea 
troublefome, or improper Thought, and 
grow as calm and regular as one would wi(h> 
HI. Don't think any A&ion beneath you, 
which Reafon and Circumftances require 5 
and never be milled by the appreheniion 
pf Cenfure, or Reproach. Where Honefty 
prompts you to fay, or do any thing, ne'er 
Baulk your felf, pr ftart at the matter. If 

other 



222 Marcus AnToninus's 



Mb 



other People are particular in their Fancies 
and Opinions, mind tJkeHi not : Be yoa 
governM by the Reafon within you § pur. 
fue that which is mod for your own!, and 
the Common Intereft. For to fpeak ffitftf- 
ly, tbefe Two are but one and the feme. . 

IV. He jog on in that Path which* Nk* 
ture has Chalk'd out, till my Legs (ink un- 
der me 5 and then I (hall be atReff, and ex- 
pire into that Air which has given me 
Breath 5 fall upon that Earth wnicft ha 
maintain'd my Parents, tielp'd my Nurfefb 
her Milk, and fupply'd me with Meat and 
Drink for fo many years 5 and tho* iK Fa- 
vours have been often abus'd, ftill fufitrs 
me to Tread upon't. 

V. Wit and Smartnefs are not mightily 
your Talent : What then? There are a 
great many other good Qualities in wbicfi 
you can't pretend Nature has fail'd you : 
Improve them as far as you can, ana let's 
have that which is perfeftly in yourPower, 
You may if you pleafe, oeha ve your felf 
like a Man of Gravity, and good Faith, en* 
dureHardfliip, and defpife Pleafure 5 want 
but a few things, and complain of nothing; 
you may be difpaffionate, ftand upon^our 
own Legs, and be Great if you pleafe, and 
have nothing of in Nature, Luxury; or 
Trifling in your Humour : Dotft yon fee 
how much you may do if you havt anrind 

to'tj 
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'o't j and how the Plea of Incapacity,. is> 
rot of doors? And yet you,d9n't I?ii(b, aod 
tnaoage as yon would dp, ;, What then I 
poe» any Natural Defect: force you upon 
Grumbling, Miferableneft, oi laying your 
faults upon your Conftitution, upon Flat- 
tery, or Oftentation $ upOQ uocertainty of 
lumper, and rolling from one-Folly to an- 
other } Can ypu fay you are fo weakly made, 
is to be driven upon thefe Practices ? The 
immortal Gods know to the contrary ! No. 
rou might have ftood clear of all This long 
lince : And after all, if your Parts weret 
jpmewhat low, and your Underftanding 
oeavy, your way had been to have taken 
the more pains with your (elf, and not to 
baye lain Fallow, and doted upon your 
*wn dullnef*. 

VI. Some Men when they do you a Kind- 
aefi, are prefently for Ringing the Obliga- 
tion in your Ears $ others are more modeft 
than this comes to : However, they re- 
member the Favour, and look upon you a* 
their Debtor. A third, fort (hall be every jot 
as- much Benefactors, and yet (carce know 
any thing of the matter : Thefe are much 
like a Vine, which is fatisfied by .being 
fruitful in its Kind, and bears a Bunch of 
drapes without expecting any Thanks for 
it. A Fleet Hqrfe or Greyhound, don't ufe 
to.xnake aNoife when they have perform'd 

hand- 
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handfbmly , nor a Bee neither when (he" has 

made a little Hony : and thus a Man thatV 

lightly Kind, never proclaims a Good Tni^; 

but does another as foon as he can $ juft like 

a Vine that bears again the next Seafob. 

Now we fhouM imitate Thdfe who are fa 1 

obliging, as hardly to remember their Befle- 

licence : But yotfl fay, a Man ought t6 

* underftand the Quality of his own A&ions. 

Tis fomewhat natural for One that's Go- 

nerous, to be Confcious of his Gefterofityg 

yes trul v, and to defire the Perfon obljgM, 

(hould be fenfible of it too 5 I grant what 

you fay, is in a great meafure True : And 

if you don't take me right, you'l make on? 

of thofe untoward Benefaftors I firft men- 

tionM : Indeed, They think their grounds 

plaufible enough 5 for their Vanity impofes 

upon them. But if you'l view the cafe in 

its true Colours, the privacy of doing a 

good-turn will never difcourage you, 

VII. The Athenians usd to, be mighty 
Clamorous to Jupiter for Rain upon their 
own Lands, but not a word for other Peo- 
ple. Now to my mind, They had e'en bet- 
ter have held their Tongues, or elfe prayM 
with more of Extent, and Generality. 

VIII. JEfculapius, as we commonly (peak; 
ITdnl bas prefcrib'd fuch a one * Riding out; 

Walking in his Slippers, or a Cold Bath ; 
Now much to the fame meaning we may 

affirm, 
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Affirm, thzVProvidencc, or*he,&*Z uffehe 
tjmvttttj ; hai ordctdd thiiodr that Perfon 
«Difeafe, lofeof Limbs or tffcate, or forte 
fqch other Calamity* ForJas in* the firft bife, 
jthe word Prefcrikdj fignifies; a Dirc&teb 
-for the Health of the Faiimt : foimfie 
latter it means aft! Applicatiba.; proper f6i* 
the CoxftitHtiom and Benefit vsKFtfe. And 
thus thefe harfocr : Events imay* bo cdunted 
fit for us v as fyceftoncwWch is well jriyn*<$, 
$nd lies Snug, in ^a Buildingy>rba^ b> &fd 
-tp fit it. Indeeedvtbc tvfadct$NatHri;tovL 
fifts of an Hariri ony and C&ngruifybf \P*M»$ 
For as the World has its *drnr and Etfcfc*- 
nefs from that umVerfal Matter of wMtf>ft 
Cpnfifts; So theChara&er, and Diftinftfr- 
on of Fate, refiilts from -the Qualijty^arid 
Concurrence of all other Caufes contained 
in it. •The Common Peopleuhdcrfb4jd this 
Notion very well 5 Their^way of (peak- 
ing is, This was fent him byBeftinv : Say you 
lb 3 was there not t hen fomewha t of Pur- 
pofe and Defign in it ? Let us then com- 
ply with Our Doom, as we do with the 
Prefcriptions of a Celebrated Phyfician : 
Thefe Dofes are often unpalatable and 
rugged 5 and yet the defire of Health makes 
them go merrily down. Now that which 
Nature efteems Profit and . Con venience, 
(hould be no lefs valued than your own 
Health: And therefore when any crofe Ac- 
cident. 
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-ddent happens, take it quietly to 70m, .ijjtfc 

for the good >o£ the Uriiverfe, and jF^/irt- 

• a scaled himfclf is the better for't*. Depend apod), 

* I8dox ' This had neveribeen fentydu^if the Worifl 

had not found it's Account int : Neifhet 

^loes Nature aft at Random, or ordet sojr 

-thing which is not fuitable to tbofe Beitigs 

wider her Goyorhmetit. Yon have two tea* 

ions therefore ~:te~ be contested with ydi* 

Condition : FMV r becaufe ybn wewfibrtl, 

and fiflgled out for't i ^wa* .affign'd ? j«ft 

irom the beginning by thqhiffheft and itadft 

ancient Canfes. Secondly, *Fis for the fi#- 

t a git* -tetteft of hior thit governs the World f 5 ft 

*"?<* JteHbfts his Nature in fome Meafure, and 

<xratiriues his Happmefs : For it hofctN ft 

Va*fes r iK> lefs than in Matter and Quantity^ 

If you lop off any part of the Continuity 

♦rid „ Connexion, you Maim the Whole, 

Now if yon areoifpleas'd with your Cir- 

cumftaoces, you difraembcr Nature^ toiA 

pull the World in pieces, as much aslkfe 

in your power. 

IX. Be not uneafy, difcouragM, or ottt 
of Humour, hecaufe Pra&ice falls fhort of 
Precept in fome particulars. If you happen 
to be beaten off your Reafon, come on a- 
gain ; and let your Fancy (hike in at yout 
(econd Trial ; and don't go like a School 
Boy to his Matter, with an Ill-will. No, 
you muft apply to Philofofbj with Incline 

tion, 



Meditations, &c. 227 



tion, as thole who have Sore Eyes make 
ufexjf a good Receipt. And when yon are 
thus difpos'd, you'I eafily acquiefce, and 
begovern'd by Reafon : And here you ire 
to remember, that Pfaijofophy or true Wifc 
dom will pot yon upon nothing but what 
your Nature wHhes and calls for : And can 
you be To uhreafbnable as 1 to croft the In- 
clinations of your Nature > Is not her fW 
cy the moft agreeable of any Thing ? Anil 
does not Plufure often deceive us under 
this pretence ? Now think a little, and tell 
me what there is more 'delightful than 
downright Honefty and Religion; than 
Generality and Greatneft of Mtnd ? And 
once more, what can be more entertainirij 
than Prudence > than to be furnim-d wi 
that Underftanding which keeps a Man 
from making afalfe Step, and helps him to 
Good Fortune in all his BuGnefs* ? LftSg, 

X. Things are fo much perplex'd, and £ ^ w~ 
in the dark, that feveral confioerable Pbi-v^/«/~ 
lofophers look'd upon them as altogether'; o "^ 
unintelligible f, and that there was no eer-£j£ M * 
tain Teft for the difcovery dif Truth 5 Even "j£ j^ 
the Stoicks agree, that Nature $n&Certainty\n\<nJt^ 
fe very hard to come at 5 that our Under- %&?£ 
ftaadings are always liable to Error, and "*""**• 
that Infallibility is meer Vanky and Pre- 
tence. However, Our Ignorance is not fo 
great, but that wemaydifcoverhow tran- 

fitory, 
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(kory, and infignificant all. things arc 5 
That thofe we commonly call the Deft Cir* 
cwnftances, are fometimes in the worft 
H?nds; and; that 'tis poffible for Thieves, 
Whores, andCatamites to run away with the 
JY<>rld j and /who then; would care Three 
pence for't > Farther, Coofider the Tem- 
per of thofe, you converfe with, and you! 
find the Beft will hardly do 5 not to men- 
tion, that a Man has work enough to ibake ' 
himfelf tolerable to himfelf. And fincc we 
{lave nothing but Darknefs* and Dirt to 
grafp at, fince Time and Matter, Motion 
and Mortals, are always Rolling, and run- 
ning out of themfelves $ for theft reafofts 
I fay, I can't imagine what there is here 
worth the minding. On the other hand, a 
Man ought to keep up his Spirits, for 'twill 
not be long before his Difcharge comes : In 
the mean time, his point is to be eafy, and 
iatisfy himfelf with thefe two Considera- 
tions ; the one is, that nothing will befal 
me, but what is for the Intereft of the 
* ^^^Vmverfe : *The othef, that no body can 
command my Praftice, or force me to aft 
againft my own Judgment. " ■ ? 

XL What ufe do I put my Soul to, 0* 
what Hand do I make of my Reafon > Tis 
a ferviceable queftion this, and (hould fire* 

3uently be put to ones felf ? J fay, how 
oes my fovcreign Eart ftand affefted i 

And 
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And what's the Furniture and Complexion 
of my Mind? Is there nothing of the Boy 
or the Beaft in't > Nothing that's either Ty- 
rannical, N or Effeminate ? 

XII. What fort of good Things thofe 
are, which are commonly fo reckoned, you 
may learn from hence : For the purpofe, if 
you refleft upon thofe Qualities which are 
mtrinfically valuable, fuch as Prudence, 
Juftice, Temperance and Fortitude, yon 
won't find a Jeft upon them apt to Reliib, 
and make Sport : Whereas upon the advan- 
tages of Fortune and Common Eftimation, 
a piece of Raillery will pafs well enough. 
Tnus we fee the generality are ftruck with 
the diftin&ion, otherwife they would not 
diflike the Liberty in one Cafe, and allow 
it in the other. The Felicities of Riches, 
Luxury, and Ambition, are alkwithin the? 
privilege of Buffoons, and liable to the 
LaCh of the Stage : Now what fignificancy 
can there be in thefe things, when a Poet's 
Jeft will take Place upon them ? And that 
comical Droll may be party applied to the 
Owner; Hefcfo fluff d> fays the Play, with 
Wealth and Finery, that he has no room for 
kfc Clofe Stool. 

XIII. My Being confifts of Matter and 
Form, that is, of Soul and Body 5 AnnihiU 
ation will reach neither of them \ For as 
they were never produced out of ltfothw& 
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fo they will always rebiain Something: The 
confequcnce is, that every part of me will 
ferve to make foraething in the World 3 and 
» thus I (hall be tofs'd from one Figure to 
another, through an infinite fucceffion of 
Change. And what wonder of all this? This 
conftant method of alteration gave me my 
Being, and my Father before me, and foon 
to Eternity backward : For I think I may 
fpeak thus, though the World is confina 
within a certain determinate period** 

XIV. Reafon needs no foreign Affiftance, 
• sw^>ok but is fufficient for its own purpofes. This 
£ok if. 7 Faculty moves within it felf, and makes 
w, \ direftly for the Point in view. For to take 

the matter rightly, Honefty is always the 
neareft way to fuccefs. 

XV. Thofe things don't belong to a Man, 
which don't belong to him as a Man, or 
under the definition of his Species. This 
Notion may be applyed tQ all Extendi Ad- 
vantages. For Tnefe are not included in 
the Idea 5 They are not required of us as 
Men 5 Humane Nature does not promife 
them, neither is fhe perfe&ed by them: 
From whence it follows that They can nei- 
ther conftitute the Chief End of Man, nor 
ftri&ly contribute towards it. Farther, if 
thefe Things were any real Additions! 
how comes the Contempt of them, and 
the being eafy without them, to be fo 

great 
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great a Commendation? To balk an Ad- 
vantage would be Folly, for one can't have 
too much of that which is Good. But the 
Cafe (lands otherwife; For we know that 
Self-Denial, and Indifference about thefe 
Things is the Cbara&er of a Good Man, 
and goes for a Mark of true Gre^tnefs. 

XVI. Your Manners will depend very 
much upon the Quality of what - you fre- 
quently think on 5 For the Soul is as ijt were 
Tinged with the Colour, and Complexion 
of Thought. Be fure therefore to work in 
fuch Maxims as thefe* A Man may live as 
he (hould do, and Behave Himfelf well in 
all Places, By confequence, a Life of Vir- 
tue, and that of a Courtier are not inconfi- 
ftent. Again : That which a Thing is made 
for, 'tis made to Aft for 3 and that which 
'tis made to A& for, 'tis naturally carried 
To : And in the due purfuit of this Ten- 
dency the End of the Agent confifts. Now 
where the End of a Thing is, there the 
Advantage and Improvement of it is cer- 
tainly lodg'd. From hence the Inference 
will be, that the Happinefs of Mankind 
lies in Society, and.Correfpondence : fince 
that we were made for this pqrpofe, I have 
pfov'd already. * For is it not plain that *&**** 
the lpwer Order of Beings are made for 2 Sea ** 11 
their Butters, and the higher for the Ser- 
vice of ejtch other } tyow zsUfe is prefer- 

Q 2 afota 



292 Marcus Antonwus's 



able to bare Exijience, fo amongft all Liv- 
ing Creatures, the Rational are the beft 
Quality. 

XVIL ToexpeftanlmpoffibilityisDi- 
flra&ion ^ Now 'tis irapoffible for III Men 
not to follow their Bafs, and (how their 
Temper in fome Inftance or other. 

XVIIT. There's nothing happens to any 
Perfon but what is in his Power to go 
through with : fome People have had ve- 
ry fevereTryals, and yet either by having 
lefsUnderftanding, or more Pride than or- 
dinary, have charged bravely through the 
Misfortune, and come off without a Scratchy 
Now 'tis a fcandalous Indecency, to let Ig- 
norance, and Vanity do more with us, 
than Prudence and Principle. 

" XIX. T/V Thoughts, not Things which 
take hold of the Soul. Outward Objefts 
cant force their Paffage into the Mind, nor 
fetany of its Wheels agoing. No,TheIm- 
preffion comes from her felf, and 'tis het 
Notions which affeft Her. As for the con- 
tingencies of Fortune, they are either Great 
or Little, according to the Opinion (he has 
of her own Strength. 

XX. When we conffder we are bound to 
he ferviceable to Mankind, and bear with 
their Faults, we (hall perceive there's a com- 
mon Tye of Nature* and Relation between 
us. But when we fee People grow trouble* 

- fome 
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forae and <Ufturb us in our Bufinefs, Here 
we are to look upon Men as Indifferent fort 
of Things, neither Good, nor Bad to us, 
but according to our Management. Tis 
true like a Crofs Wind They may binder 
Me in the ExecHtingPart, but all this while 
my Inclinations ftand Firm, and the referve 
of a Good Meaning is (equred to me. Being 
rightly Difpos'd, i can pafs on to the Ex- 
ercife of another Virtue 3 And thus 'tis pro- 
bable I may gain by the Oppofition, anfl 
turn the Difappointment to an Advantage, 

XXL . Among all Things in tk&Vniverfe 9 
direft ypurWorlhip to the Greateft : And 
which is jthat? Tis that Being which Man- 
ages, artd Governs all the Reft. And as 
.you wojfbipthe bed Xhing in Nature, fo 
jyou aretfopay a proportionable Regard to 
the beft Thing in your Self: You'l know 
it by its Relation to the Deity. The Qua- 
lity of if s Fun&ions will difcover it. Tis 
the Reign; ipg Power within yon, which dif- 
pofes of your A&ions, and your Fortune. 

XXII. That which does not Damnify # 
the City, * or Body Politick, can't proper- ^Lew 
ly fpeaking damnify any Perfon that ber S r e v^S, 
Jongs to it. Therefore when you think you £*$*«? 
are ill ufed, let this Refle&iqn be your Re- private^"! 
medy, and fay thus to your felf 5 If thelr^c^! 
Community is not the worfe fort, neither *«***> 
am L But if the Community is injured, 

Q 3 your 
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your Bufinefs is to (hew the Perfoh con- 
cerned his Fault, but not to grow Paffionate 
about it. 

XXIII. Refleft frequently upon the In- 
ftability of Things, and how very ftft the 
Scenes of Nature are drifted. Matter is in a 
perpetual £lux 5 Changs is always, and eve- 
ry where at work, it (takes through £**/*/, 
and Effeffs, and leaves nothing fixt, and 
permanent. And then how very neat the 
two vaftGulphs of Time, theP*J0, and 
the Future, ftand together ! Now upoii 
the Whole, is not that Man ifclofckhead 
that thinks thefe Momentary 'TOE^/Hfe 
enough either to make him Proud, : orOidt- 
eafy? 

XXIV. Remember what ah Atome yoxk 
Perfon (lands for in refpeQ: of the X)fnvtrfi } 
what a Minute of unmeafijrable Time 
comes to your (hare, and what a* fihall 
Concern you are in the Empire of JFkte! 

XXV. A Man misbehaves himfelf to- 
wards Me 5 what's that to me? The Afti- 
on is his, and the Will that fet hhirt upon't 
is His, and therefore let him look to*t. As 
for me, I am in the Condition Providence 
would have me, and am doing tyhat be- 
comes me. ' 

XXVI. Whether the Motions of your 
Body are Rugged, or Agreeable, dotft let 
your Reafon be concerned with them ; con- 
fine 
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fine the Impreffion$ to their Refpeftive 
Quarters, and let your Mind keep her di- 
ft&nce, and not ran in. Tis true, That 
which refuks from the Laws of the Union 
from thfe force of Sympathy, or Conftituti- 
on, muft be Fell, for Nature will have its 
Courfe 3 But tho* the Sekfation can't be 
ftop'd,, it muft net be over-rated, nor 
ftrain'd to the Quality, of Good, or Evil. 

XXVII. We ought to converfe with the 
Gods, and live the Life that they do : This 
is done by being contented with the Ap- 
pointments of Providence, and by obey- 
ing the Orders of that Genius, which is 
•both die Deputy, and the Offspring of jfr- 
pifer .• Now this Divine Authority is nei- 
ther more, nor lefs, than that Soul and Rea- 
fon, which every Man carries about him. 

XX VIII, Are you angry at a Rank Smell, 
or an ill fcented Breath? Why if a Man's 
Lungs, or Stomach, are ulcerated, or his 
Arm-pits out of Order, how can he help it. 
But yotfl fay, the cafe is not parallel, be- 
tween an ill A&ion, and an ill Breath $ the 
one is Choice, and the other Neceffity. 
Well> If you think Mankind fo full of Rea- 
fon, pray make ufe of your own : Argue 
the Cafe with the Faulty Perfon, and (hew 
him his Error: if your Advice prevails, he 
is what you would have him 5 and then 
there is no need of being angry : Andlaft* 

$ 4 *y» 
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ly, Don't mifmanage either by your Haugh- 
tinefs or Servility. 

XXIX. You may live now if you pleafe, 
as you would chufe to do if you were near 
dying: But fuppofe People won't let you 5 

p4!o1a- why then give Life the Slip*, but by no 
to: ..tion. means ma ke a Misfortune on't. If the Room 

fmoaks I leave it, and there's an snd 5 for 
why (hould one be concern'd at the matter? 
However, if nothing of this kind drives me 
out, rie ftay, behave my felf like a Man of 
Spirit, and do what I have a mind to 5 but 
then Tie have a mind to nothing but what I 
am led to by Reafon and publick Intereft. 

XXX. God, or the Soul of the Vmverfc 
is of a focjable Difpofition : For this reafon 
he has made the coarfer Part of the Crea- 
tion, for the fake of the Finer. And as for 
thofe Beings of the higher Rank, he has 
engaged them to each other by Inclination. 
You fee how admirably Things are rang- 
ed, and forted, according to the Dignity 
of their Kind 5 and cemented together by 
Nature, and Benevolence 1 

XXXI. Recoiled how you have behav'd 
your felf all along, towards the Gods, your 
Parents, Brothers, Wife and Children 5 to- 
wards your Inftru&ors, Governors, Friends, 
Acquaintance and Servants: Whether yon 
have not done, or faid fomething -unbe- 
coming to fome of them. Recoiled bow 

much 
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much bufinefs you have been engag'd in, 
and how well you have gone through it : 
That now- your Task is done, and the Hi* 
ftory of your Life finifh'd*. Remember like- 
wife, how much Bravery you can make 
out, how much of Pleafure, and Pain, and 
Grandeur, you have defpis'd 5 and how of- 
ten you have done Good againftEvil. 

XXXIL Why (hould Skill and Know- 
ledge be difturh'd at the Cenfbres of Igno- 
rance ? But you'J fay, who are thefe.Know- 
ing, and Skilfijl P6pple > Why thofe who 
are acquainted with the Original Caufe, and 
.end of all Things with that Jleafon that 
Pervades the Mafs-of Matter, Renews the 
World at certain -Periods, and Governs it 
through all the Lengths of Time: 

XXXIII. You'l quickly be reduced to 
AJhes and3fte/t ton 5 And it may be you may 
have a Name left you, and it may be not : 
And what's a Name? Nothing but Sound, 
and Syllable. And: then for thofe Things 
which are fo much valued in the World, 
they are miferably empty; and infignifi- 
cant. The Prize is fo mean, that it makes 
the fcuffie about them Ridiculous. It puts 
one in mind of a parcel of Puppies fnarling 

for a Bone v And ( ^ e concerts of little 

Children fometimes tranfported, andfome- 

• times all in Tear! about zPUy-Tbing. And 

as for Modefty and Good Faith, Truth and 

'\ Juftice \ 
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Jtiftice 3 they have left this wicked Worl 
and retired to Heaven : And now what 
it tfaaf can keep you here. For if the C 
jetfs ofSerfe are floating, and changeabl 
and the Organs mifty, and apt to be it 
pos'd on : If the Soul is bat a V*po*r Am 
off the Blood, and the Applanfe of llfl 
Mortals infignificant : If the cafe (fan 
thus, what is it y6u fhty fdt > Why I a 
refolved to have Patience, till I am ritb 
• B» * Extinguifli'dy or Remttvd. * And tiHJtJl 
J^ioa 6 " time comes, what is Krbe done} Thel 
fwer is eAfie: To worftftp the Odd*,*! 
(peak honourably of them t to be bwcftl 
al to MankSnd 3 to b*» with their FHta 
and let thfelr property alone. And htiff 
to remember,! that whatever lies with* 
the compafs dF your Perfon, is nothing a 
yours* nor ih your power* 

• - XXXI V* You may be always fuccxftb 
if you do but fet out well, and let jw 
Thoughts and Praftice proceed upo 
Grounds 'and Method. There are two pro 
perties and privileges extortion to God, d 
all Rational Beings $ The one is, not to t 
hindred by any thing Foreign 3 The&hc 
to make Virtue their fupTeme fatisfaftitt 

• and not fo much as to defire any thfl 
farther. »• 

XXXV. If this Acddftnt is no fktrit < 
mine, nor a confequerice of it 3 Andbi 

B 
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fides if the Community h ne'er the worfe 
fort, why am I concertfd > Now which 
way the Community * may be damnified, V c ^ m ^ i9 
(hall difcourfe afterwards f . ***** the 

XXXVI. DotftfufFerafnddainlmpref.rsefBook 
fion to overbear your Judgment. Letthofe 8 ScftsSi 
that want your Affiftance have it, as far as 
the Cafe requires. But if Fortune as they 
eall it, lies hard upon them, don't yon con- 
dude upon any real Damage, for there's 
°flb f lich thibg. However upon the fcore of 
Tendernefs, and Humanity, you may eon- 
defcenfd to ttoipr Weaknefi, and Treat theih 
a little* iii their own way. But then you 
ifruft remember to keep-ybtiir Notion true, 
'fend not fhffer your Compaffion, to run a- 
way with ybtnr Reafon : iThus when you 
are Haranguing in the Roftra * and comt-r A PuI p* 

■* - « **° *■ •*»! .'' ■■ ■• «." m one of 

trig the Populace 5 Who* you are thus bu-^e squ** 
lie, I fay a iitfle of this to. your felf wouia^he 
hotbeamifs. Heath ytk i Friend, have yrtttTZ^** 
forgot that thrsQlitter of Honour, is butTin-*^**™™ 
J el and Pageantry : 1 grant it, but for all™*- 
that J tis extremely valued. Tts mighty well ! 
Jind becaufe other People are Fools, mnftyok 
he Jo too ? T<ht may be a happy fellow in any 
Ground, provided you have the wit to chufc 
your Fortune handjbmly .• Now if you askfhY- 
ther, Imujt tell you if your Manners be good, 
your Fortune can never be bad. For in a word, 
Hapfmefs lies aH in the Ftm&ions of Rea- 
fon, 
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fori, in warrantable Defires, and regular 
Pra&ice. 



BOO K VI. 

AS Matter is all of it plyable, and ob- 
fequious, fo that Sovereign Reafo* 
which gives Laws to it, has neither Motive 
nor Inclination, to bring an Evil upon any 
thing. This grpat Being is no way Unfriend-, 
ly orHoftile in his Nature, He Forms an£ 
Governs all things, but hurts nothing. ;, 

II. , Do but your Duty, and don't trouble 
your felf about your Condition : If you be- 
have your felf well 5 ne'er mind whether 
'tis in the Cold, or by a good Fire, whe- 
ther you are overwatched, or fatisfied with 
Sleep, whether you have a Good word, or 
a Bad one 5 whether you are in Health, or 
Dying ; For this laft rauft be done at one 
time or other* Tis part of the Bufinefs of 
Life to lofe it handfomly. Upon the 
whole 5 If we do but manage the Prefexf 
to Advantage, that's enough.. 

III. Look throughly into. Matters, and 
let not the Diftin&ion, or intrinfick Value 
of any thing efcape you. 

W. The prefent appearance of Thing?, 
. will quickly undergo a Change 5 and be ei- 
ther exhaled into Common Matter, or di- 

fperfea 
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fperfed into their refpe&ive Elements *. Jjjjft*** 

V. That Intelligent Being that Governs iffiSbr- 
the Vniverfe, has perfeft Views of every aL?T^ 
Thing 5 His Knowledge penetrates the qua- JSPST 
lity of Matter, and fees through all the ''■•^^ 

g* n « • *** • awn* j were 

conlequences of his own Operatiqps. diftina,*** 

VI. The beft way of Revenge, is not to SgiLr 
imitate the Injury. : *•*"•- 

VII. Be always doing fomething fervice- 
able to Mankind, and let this conftantGfe- 
nerofity be your only Pleafur e 5 not for- 
getting in the mean time, a due Reference 
and Regard to the Deity. 

VIII. Tis the governing part of theMind, 
which awakens Thought, and alters the 
Quality of it 3 which gives what Air Ihe 
pleafes to her own Likenefs, and to all the 
Accidents and Circumftances without her. 

IX. The particular Effete in the World, 
are all wrought by one Intelligent Nature. 
This Univerfal Caufe, has no Foreign Af- 
fiftant, no interloping Principle, either 

without his Jurifdi&ion, or within it. 

X. For Argument fake let's ufe a Difc 
junftion^ TheWorldthen is either nothing 
but a Rencounter ofAtomts, a heap of Con- 
fufion, and a hurry of Chance, or elfe 'tis the 
effeft of Defign, and under the Laws of 
Order, and Providence : If the firft, what 
(hould I ftay for, where^ Nature is in fuch 
a Hotchpotch, and Things are fo blindly 

pm- 
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jambled together? Whydotft I rather 
make it my Choice to difengage, and re- 

&£*<* S£ turn to *h e Element of Earth * as foon as 
*"• may be > Why (hould I give my fclf any 
trouble ? Let me do what I will, my Con- 
ftitution muft be Broken, and my AtomesdM 
Disbanded in a little time. But if there is a 
Providence, and the latter part of the Dis- 
junction holds good, then I Adore the 
, Great Governour of the World, and am 
eaGe in the profpeft of Proteftion. 

XI. When you happen to be rufled a lit- 
tle, and throw off your Temper by any 
croft' Accident, retire immediately into 
your Reafon ; And don't ipove out erf 
Jiule any longer than needs muft : For the 
fooqer you recover a Falfe Step, the more 
you will be Mafter of your Pra&ice. 

XII. Put the cafe, you had a Mother in 
Law, and a Mother at the fame time, tho' 
you would pay a regard to the Firft, your 
Converfe I conceive would be moftly with 
the Latter. Let the Court and Philofopby, 
reprefent thefe two Relations to you 5 ap- 
ply frequently to this laft, and fet up your 
ftand with her. For 'tis a Life of Virtue, 
and Philofophy, which makes you, and 
your Courtiers, tolerable to each other. 

XIII. To check the pleafure of Luxury, 
We (hould in our Fancy at leaft, take away 
theGarniftwigof tfaeDilhes, the value the 

Cook 
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Cook fets upon them, and give them Names 
lefs tempting then ordinary. For the pur- 
pofe, we may fay, this is but theCarkafs of . 
a Fifh, this Fowl has no more Life in't then 
I (hall have when I am Buried 5 and toother 
is no better then a Piece of a Dead-Hog. 
And then for this Bottle of Fd&rno^ * what ^^ w,a 
is it but a little Moifture fqueez d out of the cJpL. m 
Tumour of a Grape > And to mortifie the i^ttt 
Vanity of Fine Cloaths, and prevent your #££ - m 
Purple, f from growing too big for you,$* 
confider that 'tis nothing but Sheeps Hair fo much the 
twifted together, and ftain'd in the GoreSf v th?Em- 
of a little Shell-Fifh. And if we were to&r™- 
proceedto fome other fatisfa&ion of Senfe,£ u n b *g ** 
we (hould find them but coarfe in their ^iu Q 
Caufes, and Conftitqtion $ And as thefe 
Notions ftrike through the Surface, prefs 
into the heart of Things, and (hew them 
in their Natural Colours 5 fo we (hould 
carry them on, and apply them to all the 
Pageantry of Life. And where things ai> 
pear moft Plaufible, and Pretending, be 
lure to bring them to the Teft, and look 
within them. And when the Paint is thus 
pull'd of, theCoarfnefs of them will eafily 
oe difcovered. Without this Gare, Figure 
and Appearance are great Cheats 5 And 
when you think your Fancy is beft em- 
loy'd, yotfl be moft Fooled : Even Virtue 
t felf is fometimes Counterfeited, and Gra- 

' , vity 
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vity is nothing elfe but Grimace. Thus 
Crates difcovered Xenocrates's Philofophy 
to be only skin deep) great Demurenefs 
without, and no lefs Vanity within* 

XIV. The Inclination of the generality, 
may be reduced to thefe Heads, fome Peo- 
ple are little enough to be fmitten with 
things in the ftate of bare Exiftence, or Ve- 
getation 5 As with WW, Stones, Fruit, and 
fuch like. Others who are fomewbat more 
tolerable in their Fancy, muft have Life to 
Charm them * And thefe, it may be are 
mightily in love with their Flocks and 
Herds. A Third fort, better furnifh'd than 
the former, admire nothing beneath Hu- 
mane Nature ; But then they don't take in 
the whole Rind, but 'tis either the Skill, 

•Asm Parts, or Property* of fome particulars 

££? w w° which Affeft them. But he that value* a 

their Ma- Rational Creature without Limitation, or 

^ Partiality, runs into none of the Dotages 

above mentioned : But makes it his chief 

buGnefs to look at Home, to keep Reafon 

and Good Nature ftirring, and to affift all 

Mankind in the publick Intereft. 

XV, Some Things are preffing for Birth, 
and Being, and others are porting off, and 
that which was entire juft now, is part of 
it (pent already. The World is renew'd by 
this Change and Rolling, no lefs than Time 
is by a perpetual Succefiion. Now who 

wou'd 
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wouM Dote upon Things hurry ed down the 
Stream thus faft, and which 'tis impoffible 
to take hold on> Such a Paffion is much 
like falling in Love with a Sparrow flying 
over your Head, you have as it were but 
one glimps of her, and (he is out of fight* 
To go on $ Life is but a fort of Exhalation 
of the Blood, and a little Air fuck'd into the 
Lungs. Now to return your Breath for the 
fupport of Life, and expire your laft, when 
you lofe it, is much what the fame A&ion* 

XVI. Neither the perfpiration of Plants, 
nor the Breath of Animals, not the Imprek 
fions of Senfation, nor the Poppet-moti* 
ons * of Paflions, are privileges of any • B e<aufe 
peat value. To which we may add the In-£ he ££ M } 
inft of crowding into Herds, together *™£^^ 
with the Fun&ions of Nutrition * This lat- upon "* 
ter being not unlike a feparating kind of 
Evacuation. What then is it that you count 
worth your Efteem ? Huzza's and Acclama- 
tions? Not at all. Why then you muft not 
value Harangues and Prinegyrick 5 for this 
is but a Mannerly fort of bawling about a 
Man. Well : I find Fame and Glory won't 
tempt you, what then is there behind 
worth the having 5 To govern your Moti- 
ons, and make ufe of your Being according 
to the Intentions of Nature 5 This is thede- 
fign of Arts and Improvement, in other 
cafes 5 every Artificer, and Profeffion, en- 

& deavouring 
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deavouring to make the Thing fit, to an- 
fwer the end for which it was intended. 
This for inftance, is the Defign of Vine- 
dreffers, thofe that manage Horfes, and 
make Dogs 5 Their bufinefs is to make the 
mod of things, and drive them up to the 
top of their Kind. And what other view 
has Learning and Education, but to im- 
prove the Faculties, and fet them the light 
way at work? 'Tis agreed then the main 
point lies here : compafs but this, and let 
the World Rub. What ? Muft your Incli- 
nations always run Riot, and will. you ne* 
ver keep them true to one thing? Muft yon 
be ftill hankering after this Fancy and 
t'other? Why then let me tell you, yotfl 
always be a Slave, always in Wants, add 
Difquiet. This Temper will let loofe abun- 
dance of uneafy Paffions upon you : 'Twill 
make you grow envious, full of Jealoufie, 
and Sufpition, and apt to ovef reach Thofe 
who are poffeffed of fome thing you have a 
mind to. And when ftrong defires dreiffl* 
fatisfied, youl find yourfelf mightily di- 
fturb'd. And this will make you ttourmur, 
and grow mutinous againft the Gods. But 
if you come once to pay a due Regard to 
your Reafon^ yOu'l be pleas'd withjfour fclf f 
ferviceable to Society, and Complyaiit with 
the Gods 5 That is you'l be entirely fatisfi- 
ed with their Adminiftration. 

XVIL 
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XVII. The Elements either prefs up- 
wards, or tumble downwards, or elfe run 
round in a Circle : But Virtue has none of 
thefe Motions 5 (he is of a nobler Kind : Her 
Progrefsin Regular Thoughts, isfomewhat 
unintelligible, but always profperous. 

XVIII. Wh^t a ftrange Humour there is 
amongft fome People? They don't care to 
afford a Good Word to their Contempora- 
ries, and yet are very defirous of being 
prais'd by Pofterity : That is by thofethey 
never faw, nor ever will have the leaft ac- 
quaintance with : Now this is almoft fuch 
a Freak, as it would be to be disturbed be- 
caufe yon were not Commended by the 
Generations that lived before you. 

XIX. Becaufe you find a Thing very dif- 
ficult, don't prefently conclude that no 
Man can matter it. But whatever you ob- 
ferve proper, and practicable by Another, 
believe Hkewife within your own Power. 

XX. If an Antagonift in the Circus tears 
our Flefh with his Nails, or Tilts againft us 
with his Head 5 we don't ufe to cry out 
Foul-play, nor be offended at the Rough 
Ufage, nor fufpeft him afterwards as a dan- 
gerous Perfon in Converfation. 'Tis true, 
when we are at the Exercife, we Guard, and 
Paree; But all this is done without railing 
ill Blood, or looking upon the Man as an 
Enemy. Let us aft at this rate in the other 

R a Inftances 
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Inftancesof Life : When we receive a Blow, 
let us not think our felves in a Battle, but 
at a Tryal of Skill. We may Fence as I 
faid before, and manage the Conteft with 
Caution, but not with Malice, and 111 Will. 

XXI. If any one can convince me of an 
Error, I (hall be very glad to change my 
Opinion, for Truth is myBufinefs; and 
right Information hurts no body. No: He 
that continues in Ignorance and Miftake, 
'tis He that receives the Mifchief. 

XXII. 1 11 do my Duty, that's enough. 
As for other Things I (hall ne'er be difturod 
about t^iem. For if they happen to come 
crofs, 'Tis but confidering that They are 
either without Lift, or without Reafan\ or 
without Judgment, and thus I can eafily pafi 
them over. 

XX I II. As for Brute- Animals, and Things 
undignified with Reafan, ufe them Freely, 
and Boldly, as being of a fuperior Order 
your felf. But Treat Men like Beings of 
yotir own kind, and Members of the fame 
Society. And in all your Affairs invoke the 
Gods for their Affiftance. As for the time 
you are to continue this Regularity 5 ne'er 
trouble your felf whether 'tis long or ftiort. 
For three Hours of Life thus well (pent, 
will do your JJufinefs. 

XXIV. Alexander the Great and his 
Groom, when dead, were both upon the 

fame 
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fanie Level : And run the fame Fortune of 
being either fcattered into Atome^ or ab- 
fbrb'd in the Soul of the TJmverfe. * • &* bo.* 

XXV, What abundance of Motions 4 * ,4 * 
there are in the Body, what abundance of 
Thoughts and Senfations in the Mind at 

the fame time? What a vaft number of 
Operations are performed, and how much 
Bufinefs is Difpatch'd within us In a (ingle 
Moment? He that confiders this, won't 
wonder fo much that infinitely more pro- 
ductions (hould ftart out together in the 
Univerfe: Or that. thtSonlof the World 
(hould bj* once exerting Himfelf look over, 
a&uate, and govern the whole Mafs of 

Matter. 

XXVI. Suppofe you were ask'd to fpell 
Antoninus s Name, would you Hollow eve- 
ry Lettfer in the Company's Ears? Or would 
you return their Paffion, if they were 
Angry > I conceive you would rather go 
mildly to work, and give them the Letters 
and Syllables as they ftand, without Noife. 
Apply this to greater Inftances, and re- 
member that all Duties in Morality, have 
fuch a determinate Number of Parts and 
Circutnftanccs to render them complete; 
Thefe muft be all taken care of, and per- 
form'd in order ; But then it muft be done 
fmoothly, without growing Hot upon 
meeting with Pccvithnef* and Provocation. 

R 3 XXVII, 
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XXVir. *Tis a fort of Cruelty t& balk 
People's Fancies; and not give thetti leave to 
purfue what they reckon theic Iiitereft, 
And with this you are.chargable.1ft fome 
Meafure your felf* when you are* angry 
with thofe that doainifs. Why fo? Becauffe 
they imagine they are carrying on their 
own Intereft and Convenience. But that 
you'l fay j's their Miffoke. I grant it 5 Btft 
then 't\$ your part to lead them out otfe, 
and to (hew them their Error, -withoift Pat 
fion and Refentfticntt: 

XXVIIL What isDeath? T«U tefttng 
from SenfatioHy and Defirc. A &6p tipott 
the Ramblirig of Tbmght^ land a Rekafe 
from the drudgery about your Carcftfc. 
i XXI& Keep up your Spirittffor JtaGnefs 
as long as your Conftitution 1afls^ for it 
Would be a (hame if your Mind feould Fftul- 
ter, and Give In, before your Body, 

XXX. Have a care you l^an't too much 
of an Emperourin you, and that you don't 
fall into the Liberties and Pride Of your 
Predeceffors? Thefe Humours are eafily 
learn'd, therefore guard againft the In* 
fe&ion. Be Candid, Sincere, andModeft- 
iy Grave. Let juftice and Piety have their 
Share in your Charader 5 Let!your Temper 
be remarkable for Mildnefs, and gbod na- 
ture, and be always enterprizingtfnd vigo- 
rous in your Bufirtefs. And infliortftrive to 
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be juft foch a Man as Virtue and Philofo- 
phy would make you? Worftiip the Gods, 
and Proteft Mankind. This Life is (hort, 
And all the Advantage you can get by it, is 
the Opportunities you have of Adoring 
Thofe Above, * and doing Good toThofe * The 
Below you. Do every thing like a Difciple Go s ' 
of Antoninus, f Imitate him in the Vigour t The a*. 
and Conftancy of his Good Conduft, in the fe c e ™ 
Equality, Sweetncfs and Piety of his Tem- ^"X 
per, the Serenity of his Afpeft, the Mo- jj»'^ a- 
nefty and U npretendingnefs of his Behavi- ther? ve - 
pur, and the generous Ambition he had to 
be perfe&ly Matter of his Bufinefs. Farther : 
Twas his Way, to difmifs nothing till he 
had look'd thro* it, and view'd it on all 
fides : to bear unreafonable Remonftrances 
without making a return 5 never to be in a 
Hurry : To be backward in giving encou- 
ragement to Enformers : He was a great 
Judge of Men and Manners : But of no Sa- 
tyrical and Reprimanding Humour : Not at 
all apt to be Frighted > or SurprizM : Not 
too Ibfpicious, nor in the leaft over-run 
with impertinence, and Conceit ; Expence 
and Figure was none of his Fancy j As one 
might eafily perceive, by his Palace, his Fur* 
fliture, his Habit, his Eating, and his At? 
tendance. Lenity was his Humour, and t Far 
tiguing his Delight He was fo Tempe- 
rate in his Diet, that he was ^ble to fit at 
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the Council Board till Night, without with- 
drawing into another Room; For the Ner 
ceffiries of Nature never return'd upon him 
till their ufual time. He was firm in his 
Friend (hip, and fteady and agreeable in the 
Manner of (bowing it. He gave his Court 
tiers all the Freedom Imaginable to contra-? 
did him 5 And was pleafed with the Propor 
fal of a better Expedient than his own. 
To conclude, he was a Religious Prince, but 
on this fide Superftition. Pray imitate thefe 
good Qualities of his, that you may have 
the Satisfaction of them at your Jaft Hour. 

XXXI. Roufe and recoiled your felf : and 
you'l perceive your Trouble lay only in a 

pcrour Scene of Imagination : * And when you are 
fecms to we jj awaken, Turn the Tables, and carry the 
&£ Contemplation thro' Life h And thei the 
uoubieibmc World in a Dream, and the World out on't § 
* ra * will appear much what the fame thing. 

XXXI I. My Perfon confifts of Soul and 
Body : To this latter all things are Morally 
indifferent 5 the Body being in no condition 
to make a diftin&ion of this kind* And as to 
my M/W, there's nothing can affed her in 
the quality of Good or Evil, her own Ani- 
ons excepted ; Now thefe are all within hejr 
Power : And of all her A#ion$ (fee is only 
concerned with the prefent^ for what's paft 
ox toe Qms, fignifies as much as nothing, an$l 

iSL* fall? upder PQ Mowl Charafter. * ' : " \ 
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XXXIIL As long as the Hands and 
Feet do the work they were made for, they - 
moye naturally, and with eafe : Thus while 
a Man performs (the Funftions of his Species f 
and keeps true to his Condition, he feels 
no rpore weight than what Nature, lays up- 
on bhn. Now that which is not beflde the 
Intentions of Nature, can never he a real 
misfortune. 

XXXIV. What abundance of fenfual fa* 
tisfa&ion have Thieves, Catamites, Parri- 
cides, and Ufurpers been poffeffed of? We 
may giiefs at the quality of Vleafitre, by it* 
falling to the (bare of fuch Wretches as 
thefe, 

XXXV. Dotft you obferve among your 
Artificers, tbo* they bear the Contradicti- 
on and Impertinence of the Unskilful, yet 
they won't comply fo far as to be talked 
out of their knowledge, or work againft the 
Rules of their Trade? And is it not a fcan- 
dalous bufinefs, that an Architect or aPhy- 
fician, Ihould have more regard for their 
Profit!*?*, then a M*# has for his > For His 
I (ay, in which be has the honour of the 
Cods for hi? Partners. And what's a Man's 
Trade fimply copfidered as a Man ? Why 
nothing but the jftudy and pradice of Vip- 
iuc, and Moral Phllofopby. 

XX3£VI. The yaft Continents of Europe 
and Afia, arefcut Gprae» of the Creation; 
\" ■' Th ? 
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The Ocean is but a drop, and Mount Atbos , 
but a Grain in refpeft of the Vniverfe: And 
the prefent ihftant of Time but a Point to 
the extent of Eternity. Thefe things have 
all of them Little, Changeable, ana Tran- 
fitory Beings :- Remember likewife that &H 
things proceed from the Smd oftheTJnhHrfi, 
cither by diredy or confeqnentlal GaufaHty* 
Thus the growling Deformity of a Lyorij 
the Poyfon of Serpents, Thorns and Dirt, 
and whatever feems Coftrfe, or Offenfive 
in Nature, fiarfr out of fomethfng more 
Noble, or belong to f|he ; Entireneft of 
h(?rBeautiftll.ProcIuaions. : *Don-tthere^ 
•see Book fore fuppofe them infignificant and h& 
lookt^a .worthy theBriag you Wdrtfcip, but con- 
*<>• fider the Fountain from Whence all things 
fpnng. 

! XXXVII, He that has taken a View of 
the prefent Age, has feen as much as if he 
had began with the World, and gone to the 
end on't ; for all things are of a Kind, anjj 
• see Book of a Colour *;• : ' 

B^f s .' 4 XXXVIII. The mutual Dependauee aH 
?* " things have, and the Relation they ftanl 
in to each other, is worth your frequent 
obfervatian : For all the Parts of Matter, 
ate in fome meafure linked together/ add 
interwoven, and for this • reafon have a na- 
tural Sympathy for each oifier. And thai 
Motion and tkeCo*ti»*ity of M*ttetjmkei 

v ■ ' " I ' 
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<mtB§dy eonfequeilt, and ootoneded toaft» # fl J^*f* 

Othet *. be levell'd 

XXXIX. Bring your WW to your -Fa^Tf. ft 
and fait your Mitid to yourCtrcuinftatices.^. ofa 
And love thofe People heartily, that 'tis 
your Fortune to be engaged with. 

XL. Thofe ToQls, aridUtenfils are faid 
to be right, wheft they ferve for the ufes 
tbey were made 5 Tho a in this Cafe the 
Artificer that made them is commonly ab- 
ftot. But ita the Works of Nature, the 
forming Power is always prefent with the 
Efe& 9 and deferves a particular Regard. 
From hence you are to conclude that as 
long as you behave your felf as this Sove- 
reign Power dire&s you, you'l have your 
fifties in every thing. Indeed 'tis this bent 
^Inclination which makes the Gods hap- 
pfc and gives fatisfa&ion to the Sml of the 
SUkriverfe. 

XLL If you fuppofe atiy thing which 
lies otit of your command, to be Good or 
-EVil 3 yout miffing the one, or falling in- 
, *6 the other, will unavoidably make you a 
M&lecobtent againft the Gods, and put you 
upon hating thofe People whom you ekhtr 
JraOw or fufped to be mftrumental in your 
Misfortune. To be plain 5 our miftake in 
4km (uppofition and purfowjgObje&s abotfc 
<mt reafcb, often makes us very unreftfon- 
*We and un juft. But if wt confine the Np- 

/jj- : :i " tioq 
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tion of Good and Evil to Tbings in our 
Power, then all the Motives to Complaint, 
and ill-nature will drop off 5 then we (hall 
neither Remonftrate againft Heaven, nor 
quarrel with any Mortal living, 

XLTI. All People concur in fome mea- 
fure to the purpofes of Providence, tho'all 
are not fenfibleof it. And thus as r re mem- 
ber, Heraclitus obferves, that thofe who 
are afleep, may be faid to help the World 
forward. In (hort, the grand Defign is car- 
ried on by different Hands, and different 
Hearts too. For even he that xom plains, 
makes head againft his Fate, and (hives to 
pull the Ad mini ft rat ion in pieces, even 
fuch a tefty Mortal as this, is ufeful in his 
* »&??. wa y : * Confider then how you are ranged, 
and whether you have joyrfd the Dutiful, 
or the difaffefted Party. For he that Go- 
verns the World, will certainly make you 
good for fomething, and prove ferviceable 
to his Scheme, one way or other. Have t 
care you don't ferve for a Foil or a Jeftj 
and make fuch a ridiculous Figure in Na- 
ture, as that Doggril did iq the Vlay Ckrp 
pppus mentions. 

XLIII. Every onefhould keep tohisPoft, 
and be contented with the Alignments of 
Providence. The Sun never covets the pro- 
perties of a Shower, nor does one God, in- 
terfere with another. Every thing is fer- 
'< vicpahfe 
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viceable in his own Station 5 and unrefem- 
bling Caufcs unite to advantage in the Ef- 
f e&. Are not the Stars different from each 
other ? And yet their influences agree toge- 
ther upon Sublunary Produftions. 

XLIV. If the Gods have decreed me any 
thing, they have decreed my advantage*. 
If not they muft either be miftaken in their 
me&fures, or unbenevolent in their Defign : 
Now as the firft part of this Suppofition is 
abfurd, fo the latter is incomprehenfible. 
For to what purpofe (hould they intend 
me any harm? What would themfelves, or 
their Vmverfe get by it ? But granting they 
have made no particular provifion for me t 
yet fince their Government of the World is 
not difputed, the confequence will be much 
the fame : For this way my affairs will be 
comprehended, and fall within the com- 
pafs of their general Providence, and why 
then (hould I not be contented with what- 
ever happens ? To put the Cafe farther* 
Suppofe the Gods take care of nothing, 
which by the way we muft reckon a fcan- 
dalous Opinion 5 or elfe 'twill be high time 
to leave off the common Solemnities of Sa- 
crificing, Prayers and Religious Swearing: 
if things lie thus, why all this Superftiti- 
ous trouble in thefe, and many other in- 
ftances ? To what purpofe (hould we be- 
have our felves as if we were in the very 

Gouict 
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Court and Company of Heaven? However, 
fince a fuppofition implies nothing of regk 
ity, let it pafs for once : If the Gods there- 
fore will take care of none of us, 'lis cer- 
tainly Lawful for me to take care of my 
felf. Now 'tis my Right to ftate the Notion 
of my own Convenience, and what is that ? 
Why, that's convenient for every one, which 
fuits his Nature, and h\s Species: Now ray 
Nature has Reafon, Sociable Principles, 
and publick Inclination in't : By coqfc- 
quence the I titer eft of my Country muft be 
my own. Take me then under the particu- 
lar Diftin&ion of Antoninus^ and Rome is 
my Town and Country 3 but confider me 
as a Man in general, and I belong to the 
Corporation of the World. That therefore, 
and only that, which is ferviceable toboth 
thefe Societies, is an advantage~to-irfe. 

XLV. Whatever happens to particulars, 
is ferviceable to theVniverfe, that Thought 
might fatisfie. But we can carry the Reafope 
for Acquiefcence farther. For upon Obigp 
vation you will perceive that what is pro- 
fitable to one Man, is in fotne meafure for 

ut^ra tIie fotenfl-of the re ft- And here I tp&e the 
n«hin g pro- word Profit , in the fenfe of common accep- 

virtue and tation, and not on the Language of the $/* 

tho* at the +CK* • 

+%!$£ XLVI. You may remember at a PUf t of 
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and over with the fame thing, tires the 
Senfe, and extinguiflies the Pleafure* Re- 
move this Contemplation into Life 5 For 
here all things come round ; And bring the 
fame Caufes and Appearances along with 
them. How long then will it be before you 
are cloyed with thefe Repetitions > 

XLVIL Gonfider with your felf, that 
People of all Conditions, Profeffions and 
Countries, are forc'd to Dye : Caft your 
Eyes upon what fort of Mortals you pleafe, 
and you'l find them go the way of all Flefli. 
And we muft take our turn too with the 
reft, and remove to the fame place whi- 
ther fo many famous Orators, and Philo- 
fbphers, Generals, Princes, and Heroes have 
(hewn us the way. Thofe great Sages Hera- 
clitus, Pythagoras* and Socrates $ Thofe Ce- 
lebrated Mathematicians Eudoxw, Hippar- 
ehus* and Archimedes* had no privilege, or 
protettion againft Fate. Not to mention a 

?reat many other extraordinary Genius's ; 
erfons of Induftry, Reach, and Spirit : 
They are all gone. Even thofe Buffoons, 
Who like Memppus were always Flouring, 
and Fleering at Mankind, a tho' they lived 
in Jeft, they dyed in Earneft. Remember 
they are all in their Graves : And where's 
the harm of all this? Nay what are thofe 
the worfefor't, that have not fo much as 
left thefr own Names behind them > In a 

word, 



2 6o Marcus An*o(ninuss 



word, Therms only one thing here worth 
the minding 5 And that is, not to imitate 
the Degeneracy of Mortals : Bat to be True, 
Honeft, and Good-naturM, even amongft 
Knaves, and Sharpers. 

XLVIII. When you have a mind to di- 
vert your Fancy, confider the good Quali- 
ties of your Acquaintance. As the enter- 
prizing Vigour of this Man, the Modefty 
of another, the Liberality of a Third, and 
fo on. For there's nothing fo Entertaining 
as a lively Image of the Virtues, and Ao- 
vantages of thofe we Converfe with. Let 
fuch an Idea therefore be always ready, 
- and at band. 

XLIX. You are not Angry becaufe ypa 
weigh fo light in the Scale 3 and don't Ride 
Forty Stone : Why then (hould you be dif* 
fatisfied becaufe your Life is not drawn out 
to an unufual, and extraordinary Period ? 
You ought tp be no morcCovetoHs of Time, 
than you are of Bulk, but be contented 
with the common Allowance. 

L. Tis good to try to bring People to a 
light undemanding of the Cafe 5 but if 
\ tney grow troublefome, be govern'd by 
your own Confcience, and never ask any 
bodies leave to be Honeft. If there comes a 
force upon you, and ftops your Progrefs, 
difengage and be eafy, and make a Virtue 
of Neceffity. Remember that you under* 

took 
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took the Bufinefs, upon the condition of 
its being Feafible, and ne'er pretended to 
grafp at Impoffibilities. What was it then 
you aim'd at > Why to do your beft, and 
fecure your Reafoa Right! And this may 
be effe&ually done, tho a the Enterprizfc 
fhould happen to mifcarry. 

LI. The Ambitious Perfon Lodges his 
Happiriefs in the Fancy of another : The 
Voluptuary Admires at Home, and keeps 
within the reach of his Senfes 5 but a Man 
of underftanding depends upon himfelf, 
and makes A&ion, and not Appetite his 
Pleafure. 

Lll. We are at liberty not to mifinter- 

Eret any Accident, and by confcquence may 
e free from Difturbance : Things have no 
fuch power over Thoughts, as to make us 
of what Judgment they pleafe. 

LIII. Accuftom your felf to attend to 
what is Difcours'd 5 and as far as you can, 
get into the Soul of him that fpeaks, 

LIV. That which is not for the Intereft 
of the whole Swarm, is not for the Intereft 
of a (ingle Bee. 

LV. If the Patient rails at the Do&or, 
or the Crew at the Mafter of the Veffel, 
who will they mind, or what good is to 
be done upon them? Or which way can 
cither Health, or a, good Voyage be ex- 
pedcd? 
^ S LVL 
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LVI. How many People that came into 
the World with me, are gone quit pf it al- 
ready ? 

LVIL Honey tafts bitter to fuch as are 
troubled with an overflowing of the Call, 
and People bitten by a Mad Dog, are 
frighted at the fight of Water : And on the 
other hand, a little Ball is a curious thing 
to a Child. This confider'd, why (hould 
you be angry with any one? Can you I- 
magine that Error and Ignorance has left 
force upon the Mind, than.a little GalJ, or 
Venome upon the Body > 

LVIII. As no body can rob you of the 
privileges of your Nature, or force yon to 
live Counter to your Reafon, fo nothing 
can happen to you but what conjes froift 
Providence, and confifts with the Intereft 
* see Book of the Vmverfe. * 

* - LIX. Confider with your felf, what fort 
of People your Men of Popularity muft 
court, what fcandalous Submiifions they arc 
obliged to, and what poor returns they 
have for their pains > And then how foon 
Death, and Oblivion fweep all before them. 



w 
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H AT is Vice, and Wideednefi ? 
No Rarity you may depead oa? & 
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When you are in danger of being Shock'd, 
confider that the fight is nothing but what 
you have frequently feen already. To be 
brief, Men and Manners are generally much 
what alike. All Ages and Hiftories, Towns, 
and Families 5 are of the fame Complexi- 
on 5 and full of the fame Stories : There's 
nothing new to be met with 3 but all things 
are common, and quickly over. 

II. Opinions, whether right or wrong, 
can never bepullMout of your head, unlefs 
the Grounds, and Reafons of them are firft 
removed. Tis your Intereft therefore to 
awaken your Memory, and refrefli thofe 
Notions which are Serviceable, and well ex- 
amin'd. For the purpofe : you may fay to 
your felf, 'tis in my power to form a right 
Judgment upon the prefent Emergency 5 
Ana why then (hould I be difturb'a at it > 
For nothing that does not enter my Mind, 
and get within me, can hurt me. Hold to 
this, and you are fafe. Come, Til tell you 
9 way how you may live your Time over 
again : Do but recoiled, and review what 
you have feen already, and the work is done. 

III. Gazing after Triumphs, and Caval- 
cades 5 the Diverfions of the Stage-Farms 
well ftock'd with Flocks and Herds 3 con- 
t efts for Vi&ory in the Field j Thefe are the 
little Pleafures, and concerns of Mortals. 
Would you have a farther Illuftration. and 

' Sa -fee 
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fee an Image of them elfew here? Fancy 
then that you faiw two or three Whelps 
quarrelling about a Bone $ Fiflies fcrambling 
for a Bait, Pifmtres in a peck of troubles 
about the Carriage of a Grain of Wheat ; 
Mice frighted out of their Wits, and fcou- 
ringcrofs the Room 5 Poppets dancing up- 
on a Wire, &c. And after all, tho' Humane 
Life is but ordinary, and trifling, a Wife 
Man muft beeafie and Good- humour'd, and 
not grow Splenetick, or Haughty, upon the 
Contemplation. Remembring notwith- 
ftanding, that the true Bulk and Bignefs of 
a Man, is to be meafur'd by the fize of his 
Bufinefs, and the Quality of his Inclinations. 

IV. Don't let either Difcourfe or AdHon 
pafs unobferved, attend to the Senfe and 
Signification of the one, and to the Ten- 
dency and Defign of the other. 

V. Am I fufficiently qualify'd for this 
Bufinefs or not ? If I am, Fie make ufe of 
my Talent as given me by Heaven for that 
purpofe. If I am not, Til either let it alone, 
and Refign it to a better Capacity, or elfc 
Til do what I can, 1*11 give my Advice, 
and put the executing Part into an Abler 
Hand ; And thus by looking out for help, 
the Junfture may be nick'd, and the Ge- 
neral Intereft fecur'd. For whatfoever I 
A& either by my felf, or in Cpnjun&ion wit* 
another, I am always to aim at the advan- 
tage of the Community. VL 
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VI How many Fa pious Men are dropt 
out of Hiftory, and forgotten ? And how 
many Poets and Panegyrifts, that promi fed 
to keep tip other Peoples Names, have loft 
their own? 

VII. Never be afham'd of Affifiance : 
Like a Centiriel at the Storming of a Town, 
your bufinefs is to mantain your Ppft r . and 
execute your 'Orders. Now fuppofe you 
happen to t>e Lame at an Aflault, and can't 
mount the Breach upon your own Feet, 
yvon't you fuffer your Comrade to hel p you > 

VIII. Be notdifturb'd about the Future 5 
Jfor if ever you come to it, you'l have the 
fameReafon for your Guide, andProte&i* 
on, which preferves you at prefent. 

IX. All parts of the Vmverfe are Inter* 
woven, and Tyed together. And no one 
thing is Foreign, or Unrelated to another. 
This general Connexion, gives Unity, and 
£>rnament to jthe World. For the World, 
take it altogether, is but One : There's 
but oqe fort of Matter to make it of, one 
God to govern it, and one Law to guide it ; 
For run through the whole Syftew of Ra- 
tional Beings, and you'l find BLeafon, and 
Truth, is but fingle, atnd the fame. And 
jhus Beings of the fame kind, and endued 
\yith the fame Reafon, are made happy by 
jthe fame E^ercifes of it. 

_S 3 X.AU - 
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X. All Compofitions of Matter fly off 
apace to the Common Stock, and Recepta- 
cle : Spirits are quickly fwallow'd up in the 
• see Book Soul of the Vniverfe y * and fo is Mtmry, 
4 ,Scd - 14 ' and Fame, in the Gulph of Time. 

. XI. With Rational Beings Nature, and 
Reafoti is the fame thing. By confequence 
to aft according to the one, muft be to aft 
according to the other. 

XII. Either ftand upright upon your 
own Lfegs, or let another fuppojt you. 

XIII. Does Continuity and Cbnnexioti 
create Sympathy and Relathn, id the Pijts 
of the Body? Why Refemblance, ahdai 
one may fay, Confanguinity of Nature, 
does the fame thing among Rational Be- 
ings 5 For tho' they are not tack'd together 
by Extenjlon, and Union of Place 5 They 
feetii all made to cooperate with each & 
then This Thought will be more IriteJ* 
ligible and AfFe&ing, if you frequently 
confider your felf as a Member of tne Ra- 
tionql Syftem 3 But if you reckon your felf 
only a Part, this Relation will prove too 
weak for a Principle of Aftion. This Re- 
moter Notion won't Cherilh good Nature 
enough, nor early it to a Juft Improve- 
ment. You won't love Mankind fo heartily 
£s you (hould do : Under this Perfuafion 5 
a generous A&ion will ne'er Delight and 
J^egaje you } you'J dp a good Office meer- 

ly 



Meditations, isfc* 26 j 



ly for Fafhon and Decency, but not as if 
it #£$ really a kindftefeto your felf. 

XIV. Let Accidents happen to fuch as 
At <£ liable to the! Impreffion, and thofe that 
ffeel Misfortune, may complain of it if they 
pleafe. As for me, let what will come* I. 
can receive* no Damage by it, onlefs I think 
it a Calamity; and 'tis in my power to 
think it Heme, if t have a mind to it. 

XV. Let Peoples Tongues, and A&ions 
be What thtij will; ihy bufinefs is to keep 
ttfy RoSd, and be Hbneft. And make the 
fafcfie Speech to my felf, that a piece of 
Gold, or an Emerald fbould, if they had^ 
86riR and Language : Let the World talk* 
arid take their Method, I (han't mind it, 
btit fbarkle and (hide on, and be true to 
iAf Spicks^ and my Colour. 

XVI. Does not the Mind give the Man 
tfHSDifturbance? Does (he not bring Fears, 
ifcd tits of the Spleteri upon her felf? Let 
fifty other Body try t6 difquiet her if they 
can 5 When thfey have done their wofft, 
*tft in hfer power to prevent the Impreffion. 
And as for this fniall Carcafe^ let it Com* 
plain, and Feel^ and be Frighted, if it 
know how. 'Tis true the Soul is the Seat 
arid Principle of Thought, and by confe- 
rence of Paffiori, and Paid 5 However 
this Paffive Capacity igll do ttoharm, un- 
Jeft you throw her into FfettCkJ* and Fears 

S 4 about 
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sclkfi pi- *b° ut *t : * f° r the Mind is in her own 
ridL Nature felf-fufficient, and muO create hex. 
• a 5^4/ wants before (he can feel them. * Thispri- 
Ei£ cof va " vilege makes her Impregnable, and above 

Reftraint} unlefs (he Teazes, and puts 

Fetters upon her felf. 

XVII. What is Happinefs but wife Think- 

ing, or a Mind rightly difpos'd > Why 
^^y. then does Fancy * break in and difturb the 
nioncon- Scene? Be gone ! I'll have nothing to do 
o£d n8 and with the Impoftures of Imagination! How- 
Si pipiT ever fince they have Cuftom to plead 
ga'withtt in their Excufe, let them withdraw, and 

*'"tV x "- ^ ^ f° r g* ve them. 

fcftW. ** XVI II. Is any one afraid of Diffblution 

and Change? I would gladly know what 
can be done without it ? If the Courfe of 
Nature, and the method of the TJmverfe, 
wotft reconcile us to the Expectation, we 
arc fomewhat unreafonable. Pray mnft 
not your Wood be turn'd into a Coal, be- 
fore your Bath can be ready for you? 
Muft not your Meat be changed in your Sto* 
made to make it fit to Nourifh you ? In- 
deed what part of Life or Convenience can 
go forward without Alteration } Now in all 
likelyhood a Revolution in your Cafcafs, 
and Condition,-may be as ferviceable to tBe 
World in general , as thofe Alterations 
abovemention'd are to you. c * 

XIX.- All particular Bodies, are quickly 
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Diffolved, and Hurried through the VnU 
verfal Majfs 9 whereat laft they incorporate, 
grow ferviceable, and become a fort of 
Limbs to the World. How many fuch emi- 
nent Sages, as Chryfippus, Socrates, and 
Epitfetus, have funk in the Gulph of Time $ 
And the fame Refle&ion will hold good 
concerning any other Perfon, or Thing 
wbatfoever. 

XX. I an? only folicitous about one 
Thing 3 And that is, left I fhould not Aft 
up tp the Nature, and Dignity of a Man 5 
Left I (hould fail in fome of the Circum- 
ftances of my Duty ; and mifmariage either 
in the Matter, Manner, or Tirab of doing it. 
XXL Twill not be long before you will 
have forgotten all the World 5 and in a 
little time, to be even, all tjie World will 
forget you too. , 

XXII. Tis the privilege of Huoiaite 
Nature above Brutes, to love tbofe that 
difoblige us 3 To pra&ife with Eafeand In- 
clination , you . mufjt confider , that the 
Offending Party is of Kin to you, that Ig- 
norance is thecaufe of the Misbehaviour 5 
that the Will, and the Fault feldom go to- 
other, * that yotfll both of you quickly sec this 
>ein your Graves 3 but efpecially confider a r ther« 
that you have received no harm by the Itl-^ nc 3 d * 
Jury : For if your Reafon is untouch'd, and 
your Mind ne'er the worfe, {here c?n be 
no DamagesMorier -' : ' XXIIL 
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XXIII. God, or the Spirit of Nature, 
works the Mate of Matter Jike Wax. Now 
for the purpofe, 'tis a Horfe j foon after 
you'll have it melted down, and Run into 
the Figure of a Tree 5 And from this Forrif 
'tis'poflible it may remove into the Fleft 
and Bones of a Man 5 or what you pleafe; 
And 'tis but a little while that 'tis fixt id 
one Species. Now a Trunk feels rib fftoit 
pain by being knocked in pieces, than 

• This si- when it wds firft put together. * 
fiS» XXIV. A four gruff look is vety '-tittta- 
theTnas tural > and to put it ohxyften Will fakkt it 

Int^nthe ^ ett * e * atlc * '<™ to 7 ^ Beauty, arid Plea- 
tody? % e fantnefs 6i the Afpedfc to that degrte; that 
pariaoi! *" 'tis never to be recovered : From Whence 

you may conclude it a fooljfh cuffom. 

. XXV. Tis high time fot ihofk Vcoplt 

to Dye, that have out-liv&I *he Settle of 

their own Mifdemeafiouri 

XXVI. That Being which govertfe *fe- 
ture, will quickly change the prefect Fact 
Wt. One thing will be made out of ind- 

ther, by frequent Revolutions 5 And thus 
the World will be always coming new out 
of the Mint. 

XXVII. When any otife misbehaves hini- 
felf towards you, immediately bethink your 
felf what Notions he has concerning Ad- 
vantage and Difadvantage : When you 
have found out this, you'l pity him, add 

• rieifbfcr 
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neither be atigry, nor furptifed dt tHb Mat- 
ter. It thay be tipoh enquiry, ydu tndjr 
find your Opinions upbh ithefe pdititS taricH 
the fame, and ffcien you ought id pafrdotf 
film 5 for you would fciWe dotie the fttnb 
thins your felf upon the fame Occafiori.' 
But if your Notions of Good arid £#//, are 
% different, and more juft than his, thenydtir 
Paffibn will yield to your Gobd Nature, 
and yoii'l ealily bear with hii Ignorance. 
\ XXVItl. Ddtft let your Head run upon 
that which is done of ybuir own. Bui pick 
dift fome Qf the beft of your Circuraftances, 
tfid cotifider; hdw eagerly ybu Wbtild wiffi 

Ir Hiem, wefe they not ift you* pofleffibh $ 

it then ybu fiiuft take care to keep ydiifr 
gtfi&»idh within ebnlpSft, .for fear it 
thbuld ferry yqii too faf, make ybu dver- 
yaiufc &£ Objelft, and be difturb'd at the 
Idfs.oFft 

X&tX. Fbttifie a* home, and Fety iipon 
Jrbiir felf. For a ftatidnal K^ind is bbtri td 
the privilege of Ihdejberidancfc. Horifeftyi 
atid the Inward Qtriefc cbrifequent to it, is 
eribugh in all Cdnfei&rice, to make you 
Happy. t . 

XXX. Rub but the Colours offodgwa- 
fid ft ^ * Don't fuffer ybur PaflfionS to make •seesea. 
a Machine of you. Confine ydut Care to the l7 ' 
frefent 3 * Look through the Quality, aad # *£*f 
preft into the Nature of that which hap- & aui xa# 

pen§ 
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pens either to your felf, or another. DU 
ftinguifl) the parts of your Subjeft, and di* 
vide them into Matter and Farm, and into 
V*a%i- Body, and Spirit * when they have them : 
Think upon your Laft Hour 3 and don't 
trouble your felf about other Peoples Faults, 
but leave them with thofe that muft an- 
fwer for them. / 

XXX T. When you hear a Difcourfe, make 
your Underftanding keep pace with it, and 
reach as far as you can into thofe Things 
which fall under your Obfervatidn. 

XXXIi. Would you fet off your Perfon, 
and recommend your felf? Let it be done 
by Simplicity and Candour, by Modefty qf 
Behaviour, and by Indifference to Externa} 
Advantages : Love Mankind, and refign to 
Providence : For as the Poet obferves, M 
things are under Law ', and Super ionr Directi- 
on. And what if the Elements only had 
their Courfe chalk'd out, and their Moti- 
ons prefcribed them ? But yre may carry 
the conclufion farther. For there arc at the 
moft but very few things in the World per* 
fedly turn'd over to Chance and Liberty. 

XXXIII. Let Death make Atones, orVk- 
$utm of me, or what you pleafe, ? twilLceme 
to this upfhot at laft 5 'Twill either extinr 
guiQj my Bting y or Tranflate me to ano- 
ther State. 

XXX1Y. As for Pain, if 'tis intolerable 

the 
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the extremity will deftroy it felf, and quick- 
ly difpatch you : If it ftays long, / ycu'l be 
big enough to grapple with it Y oiir Mind 
in the mean time will fave her felf by the 
ftrength of Thought, keep undifturbM, and 
fufFer nothing, * And for your Limbs that* *£?<£*' 
lye under the Execution, if they can com- u 
plain 5 and make out any thing, let them 
do it. 

XXXV. To moderate your Ambition 
about Fame, confider the Generality of the 
People that are to commend, and take no- 
tice of you 5 How Infignificant they are 5 
and how little in their Purfuits, and Aver- 
fions ? Confider alfo that as one Heap of 
Sand thrown upon another covers the Fir(V f 
fo it happens in the bufinefs of Fame, A 
new Glory eclipfes an old one 5 and the 
later Age is a fort of an Extinguilher to the 
former. 

XXXVI. A faying of Plato. * c He that* pi*. De 
c has raifed his Mind to a due pitch of Great- £f b pu £ 

c nefs, that has look'd through the World 
c from one end to the other, and carried his 
* View through the whole extent of Mat- 
€ ter and Time, do you imagine fuch a one 
c will think Humane Life any great bufi- 
' nefs? Not at all, ( fays t'other Man in the 
« Dialogue : ) what then > Will the fear 
of Death afflift him > Far from it. 

XXXVII. There's a great deal of Truth 

in 
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in that fentence of Antijlbenes. * That 'th 
4 the Fate of Princes to be ill fpoken of for 
c their Gqod Peeds. 

XXXVJII. Tis a (hai^e that 4 Man 
Chould not be Matter of his Mind, as well 
as of his Countenance- That his Will Chould 
be ftronger for his Looks than for his 
Thoughts 5 prefcribe what Apr- be pleafes 
to the firft, and let the other lye Mutinous, 
and Ungovernable. 

XXXIX. Tis to no purpofe to fallout with 
Accidents \ and Things^ for they do&t cw& 4 
• Eunp-Bei- Farthing fort *. 

th^Emfc^ XL. M ana S? yvw fcti w fck t ^ at Adyswi- 

foib'dTomc ta g e * that J, and the God's too, may havf 
^Z«& lea f ure and fatisfSion in your Copdup f , 
mon is uST ^* Fate A^wj down Life like Coru^ thfr 
Book. pace Mortal falls 5 And t'other fiords awhile ||. 
vi£ ILms XLII. Is my Family ftruck out of Protti~ 
i33^«k«*i and do the God's forget mef Jfitbe 

n*jEvi' f ' *^ e y ^ ave rea f on fi r f " e * r "tgleif. 

Hypfip.L XLIII. Virtue and Happinefs, is aPrtfept 

I can make my felf 
AriOoph. XLI V. Not too much Sympathy with other 
Ach«u * Peoples forrow ^ And keep your Paffions firpm 

all kinds of Tranfport, and Exopfs. 

•fu* XLV. Morp of Plato's Sentences. **£© 

ApoIog ' c fuch a one I (hpuld return this veryrca- 

4 fonable Anfwer. Heark ye prjpjic}, ypa 

c are mightily out, if you thujk al#aq ghat's 

c good for any thing, is either afraid of 

-" Liv- 
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Living, or Dying. No : His concern is 
only to bring his Aftions to the Teft, to 
fecure his Pra&ice, and (land clear of 
Knavery, and Misbehaviour. 
XLVI. Plato again : *' Gentlemen, fa*** 010 * 
my opinion, when a Man is fatisfied with 
his own choice, or put into a Port by his 
Superiours, his bufinefs is to (land Buff ^ 
againft Danger and Death, and fear no- ^ 
thing but Difgrace and Cowardice. 
XL VII. Plato once more. — j-'Witht*? 
your favour Sir, Tis not always the part 6 "*'"' 
of Virtue and Bravery, to preferve either 
yoqr own Life, or yom^Neighbours. He 
that's a Man in good*eajffleft, muft not be 
fo mean as to whine for Life, and grafp 
iqtemperately at Old Age : Let him leave 
this point to Providence. The Women in 
the Nnrfery can tell him $ that we muft 
go, when our time is come. His Duty is 
to confider, how he may make the moft 
pf hjs Life, and fpend what there is to 
the beft advantage. 
XLVIIL Let the Tranfmutation and 
(huffiing qf the Elements be frequently the 
Subjefts of your Meditation : Confider the 
Courfe of the Stars as if you were driving 
through the Sky, and kept them Company. 
Such Contemplations as thefe brighten the 
Sopl, and fcour off the Ruft contra&ed by 
wnverfing here BejQw. 

XLIX. 
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XLIX. Tis a handfome faying, that of 
P/*t*Vs : 4 That when we confider the State 
and Condition of Mankind, we fhould 
place our Imagination Upon Tome lofty 
Pyramid, oxObfervatoire 5 and from thence 
take a Profpeft of the World, and look it 
over as it were at one View. Here we may 
fee how Mortals are drawn up into Towns^ 
and Armies in one place, and difpers'd 
for Husbandry in another ! Here are abun- 
dance of Things to be feen together, Mar- 
riage and 'Confederacy treated by Nations 
and Families, Births and Burials, Feaftiog 
and Jollity at one Houfe, and all in Tears 
at another. Here they are in a mighty Hur- 
ry at the Bar, and there up to the Ears in 
Trading and Merchandize. Towards the 
end of the profpeft, it may be you may 
fee a great deal of Barren, and Uninha- 
bitable Wildernefs, with variety of Bar- 
barous People beyond it* Take it altoge- 
ther, 'tis a ft range medly of Bufiiiefs, Hu- 
mour, and Condition 5 And yet if you con- 
fider it throughly, you will find the Di- 
verfity and Difagreement of the parts, 
contribute to the Beauty of the whole* 
L. By looking back into Hiftory, and 
confidering the Fate and Revolutions of 
Government , you will be able to draw a 
Guefs, and almoft Prophecy upon the Fu- 
ture. For things Pajl, Prefrnt, and to Come, 

are 
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arfe ftfangely Uniform, ind of a Colour $ 
and are commonly caft in the feme Mould. 
So that upon the Matter, Forty years of 
Humane Life, may ferve for a Sample of 
Ten Thoufand. 

LI. WhaPsJbrutog from Earth, dtff&lvisto 
Earth again, And Heaven bdrn things fly to 
their Native Sedt *; » Em& 

If the Matter ddes hot ftand thus, either chry ^ 
the Atontes will be uhtwifted, or the Ele- 
ments fcatter'd into infenfibilitfo 

LIL We feed our f elves up for long Life 
with a great deal of Care and Expence 5 But 
alas I Fate will find us out, and when the 
Gods give the Sign, we mufl Embark, thd 
Hevet fi unwilling f. tEali * 

LIII. Can another Man Ride, or Fence, 
better than you? it may befo. Buttho'you 
may fall (hort in your Exercifes, let no Bo- 
dy out-do you in Virtue and Behaviour. 
Let no Body be more Liberal, and Modeft, • 
more Refigtfd,and Forgiving than your felf. 

LIV. As long as a Man can make ufe of 
bis Reafon, and Aft in concert with the 
Gods, he needs not queftion the' Event 
There can be no grounds to fufpeft Mifr 
fortune, provided you ftick clofe to Na* 
tare, and manage within the Character of 
your condition. 

LV. Tis always, arid every Where irf 
your power, to reflgn to the Gods, to be 

t fa* 
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jdfl: to Mankind 5 and to examine every 
Obje& with that Nicety, as never to lie 
impos'd on* 

LVL Ne'er make any rambling enqui- 
ries after other Peoples Thoughts, but look 
dire&Iy at the Mark which Nature has fet 
you. Nature I fay, either that of the Vui- 
•TheN*. verfe *, or your own : The firft leads yon 
wit to fubruiffion to Providence 5 the latter to 
La^gLy h or a( ^ as becomes you. Now that which is 
the sinks, fuitable to the Frame and Constitution of 
things, iswfiat becomes them. To be more 
particular : The reft of the World is de* 
fign'd for the Service of Rational Beings, in 
confequence of this general Appointment, 
. by which the lower order of Things are 
made for the ufe of the more Noble. And 
Rational Creatures, (landing all upon a 
Level, are defign'd for the Advantage of 
each other. Now a Beneficent and Soda- 
. ble Temper, is that which Humane Na- 
ture was principally intended for : The 
next Thing defignd in our Being, is to be 
proof againft corporeal Impreffions. It be- 
ing the peculiar privilege of Reafon to 
move within her felf, to fortifie againft an 
A(Tault, and not {uffcvSe??fation y ovPaffiox, 
to break in upon her. For thefe are both 
of Animal ^ and inferiour Quality. Bat the 
Z)#derjianding part^ claims a right to Go- 
vern, and won't bend to Matter, and Ap- 
petite 5 
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petite 5 And good reafon fort* fince (he 
was born to command and make ufe of 
them. The third main Requifice in a Ra- 
tional Being, is to fecure the Ajfent from 
Rafhnefs, and Miftake. Let your Mind but 
compafs thefe points, and ftick to them, 
and then (he is Miftrifs of every thing 
whkh belongs to Hen 

LVTI. We ought to fpend the Remain- 
der of oar Life as if 'twas more than we ex- 
pe&cd, and lent us on purpofe for wifer 
Management. T 

LVIII. Let your Fate be your Inclina- 
tion, for there's nothing more reafonable 
and prudential. 

LEX. When any Accident happens, call 
to mind Thofe who have formerly been 
under the fame Circumftances, how full of 
Surprize, Complaint, and Trouble they 
were about the matter: And where are 
They now } They are gone, their Mur- 
rtroring could not make them Immortal. To ■ 
whaTpurpofe (taould you imitate their Be- 
haviour : Can't you leave foreign Humour9 
and Things, to their own Mif management 
and Biafs > Your bufinefs is only to mind 
your Gondaft, and give aTurn of Advan- 
tage to the Emergency. Now you may be 
the better for the Misfortune, if you will 
bat-take care, and do nothing but what is 
wafctantable* Always remenibring, that Ac- 

T 3 cidents 
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cidents are indifferent in themfeltes, and 
/ only good, or bad for us, accordingly as 
we ufe them. 

LX. Look Inwards, and turn over your 
(elf 5 For you have a lading Mine of Hap- 
pinefs at home, if you will but Dig for't. 

LXI. Take care that your Motions and 
Geftures may be Grave, and Composed : 
For the fame Air of Senfe and Decency, 
which the Mind can put into the Face, 
ought to be vifible through the whole Bo- 
dy : But then all this muft be done with- 
out the leaft Affe&ation. 

LXIL The right Knack of Living, re- 
fembles Wreftling more than Dancing : 
For here a Man does not know his Move- 
ment, and his Meafures beforehand : No, 
He isoblig'd to ftand ftrong againft Chance, 
and fecure himfelf asoccafion (hall offer. 

LXIII. Well \ It feeros you defire to be 
commended : But what fort of People are 
They that muft do you this Kindneft, and 
bow are their Underftandings Furni(hM > 
Truly if you do but confider the Size of 
their Senfe, and the diforder of their Paffi- 
ons, youl pity their ignorant Misbebavi- 
• note our, and not care a ru(h for their Appro- 

chirges r g . i . " 

norance aod UAltUUm 

*?A LXIV. Tis a faying of Plato% *that no 

SXlon Bod y mi ti* s TrHth h **>«" Good-mil. The 
or Educati- fame may be faid with reference to Ho- 

m*iu. neity, 
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neftft Sobriety, Good Nature, and the like : 
Be particularly careful to remember this 
H*nt,for 'twill help to fweefen your Temper, 

LXV. When you lie under any Corpo- 
ral Affiiftion, let this Lenitive be at hand to 
relieve you : That there is no Scandal in 
Pain, That the Sovereign Part of your 
Mind is ne'er the worfe for it. For how can 
fte fuffer, unlefs her Effence, or her Bene- 
volence were impaired ? Befides, EpicHrn/% 
Maxim will help to fupport you under 
moft Pains 5 For as be obferves, They will 
either be Tolerable, or quickly aver. But then 
you mjift keep your Notions Tight, and 
not run into the common Opinion about 
them*. And here you muft remember, that* s ^ ook 
there are many more Senfatwns than we 
are aware of, which belong to the Nature 
of Pain. Such as Nodding, when one 
would be awake, Broiling in the Heat of 
the San, and Naufeating fome part of ouf 
Diet. Now when you find your felf Fret 
an <t grow difturb'd at thefe Things 5 take 
notice that you are catch'd Napping * and 
that Pain has gotten the Better of you. 

LXV I. Don't return the Temper of 111- 
natur'd People upon themfelves, nor treat 
them as they do the reft of Mankind. 

LXVII. Which way are we to conclude 
that Socrates was a better Man in Virtue and*4 P of of ^ 
Temper, than Tdangef *. Tp make out this,;*- *- <**, 
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'tis not enough to fay, that he difpqted 
better, and died Bolder. The Aufterity and 
Difcipline of his Life ; his Bravery in flight- 
ing the Orders of the Thirty Tyranf^ and 
*g|jf/^rcfuflng to apprehend an Innocent *per- 
MaTof For- fon $ The Gravity and Qreatnefs in his 
Mien and Motion : ( Tho* the truth of this 
lade particular may be queftiotfd ; ) All thfc 
Glitter won't make the Cbara&er fluae put. 
To prove the point, we mijft examine what 
fort of Soul Socrates carried about him : 
Could he be contented with the Cpafci- 
ence of an Honed: and » Pioiw Man? Did 
he not Fret and Fume to no purpqfe fit the 
Knavery, and Wickedi\e{s of th&Ag? &Wa$ 
he govern'd by no Bodies Ignorance? jDtd 
he never queftion the Equity of frQvjdeoce, 
grow furprizd at his. hard Fortune, and 
fink under the Weight of it > To cQdehide, 
Did he ke?p Pain and Pleafure at ft d&e di- 
ftance, and not dip his Soul too dfitpJn 
his Senfes ? Thefe Marks are the pply.Teft 
of a Great Man ; and 'tis to nq purppfe tq 
pretend to that Charader without thera.y 
LXVIH. Nature has not wrought your 
Composition fo clofe, as to deftroy the 
properties of Matter ^ and Spirit: No, the 
Mind is in 3 condition to diftingqifh her Fa- 
culties, to fet out her Jurifdiftion; and do 
her own bufinefs her felfc Andnow I think 
f>rrt } lodge fhi$ always in yoqr Memory $ 
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That a Man may be a firft Rate in Vertue, 
and true Value, and yet be very obfcureat 
the fame time. Yon may like wife obferve, 
that happinefslies in a little Room : Grant- 
ing your Talent won't reach very far into 
Logicki and Natural Pbilofophy. This can't 
hinder the Freedom and Greatn^fs of your 
Mind, nor deprive you of the Bleflings of 
Sobriety, Beneficence, and Resignation. 

LXIa. You may live with all the free- 
dom and fatisfaftion imaginable, tho' the 
whole World (houldBawl agaihft you, and 
cry you down 5 Nay, tho' a brace .of Lions 
(hould quarter upon your Carcafs, and tear 
you limb' from titnb. For pray how can 
any thing of thi$, reach up to your Mind, 
and ruffle her fefenity * > How can it pre- pj^ e ° ld 
vent your paffing a right Judgmentnipon 
your Circumftances, and making the bed 
ofe of them ? And thus your Reafon may 
repel the Attack, and -argue thus againft the 
Objedfc of Terror. '"Look ye ! You are not 

* fo Fierce as you are Painted $. Nature has 

* made.you one thing, and common miftake 
.* another. To be plain, I expe&ed to en* 
' gage ybu r and now you are come, I'll 
4 turn, you to fome account cf other. For 

* 'tis my way, to make every thing ferve 
1 for fomething. In (hort, you may work 
any Accident into an inftance of Virtue 3 
into a performance of fome Duty, either 

T 4 to 
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toGpd, or Man: By confequence we need 
not be furpriz'd, or over-fet by any Ren- 
counter. For to take things rightly, there's 
nothing new in them, or difficult to deal 
with. 

LXX. He jthat's come to the top of Wif- 
dom, and Pra&ipe, fpends every Day as if 
it were hjs laft $ Ana is never guilty,of 0- 
ver-driving, Sluggiflinefs, or Infinceritjr. 

LX3£I. Tho' the God's ar$ immortal, 
and have their patience tryed through fo 
many Ages, yet they not only beat ^itha 
Wicked World, but? provide Liberally for 
It into the Bargain : And are you that are 
juft going off the Stage ficfc of the Compa- 
ny > Are you tired with ill Men already, 
and yet one of thofe unhappy Mortals your 
felf> 

LXXILTis great Folly to run from other 
Peoples Faults,and not part with your 6wn : 
This is going quite the wrong way to work, 
grafping at aProjeftimprafticable, and la- 
fing an Advantage which lies in your ppwfejv 

LXXIII. Whatever Bufinefs tends neither 
to the Improvement of your Reafon, nojr 
the benefit of Society, conclude it beneath 
you, and manage accordingly. 

LXXIV. When you have done a kind- 
nefs, and your Neighbour is the better 
for't, what need you be fo Ignorant, as to 
Jook any farther, and lie gaping for 'Re- 
futation and Requital? ' • • - JLXXV. 
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pCXy. No body is ever tired with Fa- 
vours, and Advantages : . Now to Aft in 
Conformity to the Laws of Nature and 
Re?fon, is certainly an Advantage? Don t 
you therefore grow weary of doing good 
Offices, for by obliging others, you are re- , 
"ally kind jto your felf. 

I&tiyt. There was a time when Goji 
and Nature was' employed in making the 
"World : So that Now all Events mult ei- 
ther be confluences of Decree, and Re- 
fult from the firftMeafures 5 or elfe the Soul 
oftiepftiverje * failed in 'the Execution of* &* 
per principal Deftgn. TSlow the abfurdity 
of this latter fupporttion, will go a great 
way towards the making a Man Ealie. ' 
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BOOS VIII. 

■«■.■: 5. ■ • * '• . ■ • 

w 1 X) ieep you Modeft, and Mortificjl 
JL to vain Glory, remember that it has 
tipr been yoiir good Fortune to fpend ybur 
)L8Fe wholly In the purfuit of Virtue, and 
r Wifdom : Yopr Friends and. your felf too, 
arefufficiently acquainted how ipiich you 
fell '{hon'of'Pbttofoty : And tho* Merit, 
and Chara&er are fometimes parted, yet 
'the Bare Report of being a Pbilofopher, 
f» nd eafie matter for you to compafs : You 
are unqualified by your Station, and too 

*'" f * ■ rl " ' - *'■■' " much 
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much Embarrafs'd for this Privilege* How- 
ever, fince you know how to come at the 
thing, ne'er be concern'd about miffing the 
Credit on't. Be fatisfied therefore, and for 
jtfce reft of your life let your own Rational 
Nature dired you. Mind then what (he 
would be at, and let nothing Foreign di- 
ftiirb you. You are very fenfible how much 
roii have Katpbled after. Happinefs, and 
ail'd. Ntfthieg Learning, nor Wealthy nor 
Fame, norReafiire, could ever help you 
&> jt. Which wjiy is it to be had tbep? By 
A&ing up Jo thq height of Humane Na- 
ture. Ana how (hall ia!i^.'4bthiBK.Why 
by getting aright Set of Principles for 
Thoughts, andPraftice. And what Prin- 
ciples are thofe? Such as State and Difttn- 
guifh Good and Evil. Such as give us to 
underftand, that there is nothing properly 
gopd for a Mao> but what promotes the 
Virtues of Juftlce, Temperance, Fortitude, 
and Benevolence 5 nor any thing badf for 
hifn, but tint which carries him off to the 
contrary Vices." 

r JI, At every Aftion, wd'Enterprize, ask 
yopr felf this (|ueftion 5 what will the eon- 
fequence of this be to me ? Am I not live- 
ly to repent of it ? I (hall be dead in arftttle 
time,and then alls over with me. If the (me* 
fent undertaking is but fuitable to an Intel- 
ligent, and Sociable Being, and one that 

has 
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has the honour to.live by thief fame Rule 
and iUafon with God himfolf \ If theCaft 
(land* thus, all's well, and to what pur- 
pofe ftould y6u look any farther? 

\ III. Alexander 1 Julius fafar, and P<m** 
ptji what were they in Cornparifon of D/- 
ogtws, Heraoliiu&; and Secratts ? Tijefe 
Phitafophers lobk'd through Caufe , Matter, 
and Confequence, *and underftood the Na- 
ture* and Ufe of Things. This was Noble 
Furniture for a Man's Head, and Hap pi; 
nefs : But as for thofe great Princes, what a 
Lpa^ of Cares were they pefteFd with, and 
how much Slaves to their Ambition > ' 
-IV* Ne'er difturb your fetf, forPeopl^ 
will beunto ward, and play the famePr&nfy 
ovefc again, the' you mould fret your heart 

-• V. In the fifft place, keep your felf ea- 
fie y * far all things are governed- by the Laws, 
tockQrder of rrovidence: BeOdes, youl 
Quietly go the way of all Flefti, -as Angftfttii- 
Adrian, and the reft of the Empef Otitt 
haw done before you. Farther, Examifie 
the/matter to the bottom, and remembe?, 
{hat the top of your buflnefi is to be a 
0ood Man : Therefore whatever the Dig- 
nity of Humane Nature requires of you, 
(et about itprefently, without Ifs, or Ands: 
And fpeak always according to your Con* 
fcience, but let it be done in the Terms of 
<3ood Nature and Civility. \\ % 
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VI, Tis the method # of "Providence, to 
change the Face of Things, and remove 
Fortune and Saccefs from one place to an- 
other. All Conditions are fubjeft to Revo- 
lution 5 fo that you need not be afraid of 
Unufual Treatment. For you ftand upon 
no worfe ground than the reft of the World $ 
and will only have your (hare of the com- 
mon Fate. * 

VII. Every Being is at eafe, when the 
Powers of it move regularly, and without 
Interruption. Now a Rational Being is in 
this profperous Condition, when her Judg- 
ment is gain'd by nothing but Truth, and 
Evidence 5 when, her Defigns are all meant 
for the Advantage of Society. When her 
Defires, and Averfions,- are confin'd to 
bbjefts within her Power $ when (he refts 
fatisfied with the Diftributibns of Provi- 
dence : For which (he has great reafbn ; in 

* The st,- Regard (he is a part of it her felf * ; .And 
tbt' w v z d with as much propriety as a Leaf belongs 
P »rt of God. £> t ^ e j$ atuve f tne Tree which bears it : 

Only with this difference, that a Leaf is 
part of a Nature, without Senfe, or Rea- 
fan, and lyable to be check'd in itsOpera* 
tions $ Whereas a Man is a Limb, as it 
were, of an Intelligent Righteous, and Ir~ 
tefiftible Being. A Being that is all Wifdom $ 
And affigns Matter and Form, Time, 
Force, and Fortune, to every thing in due 

"' Nfea r 
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Meafiire, and Proportion, Arid this you'l 
eaffiy percfeive if you don't ftop (hort in 
your fpeculation; and make a lame En- 
quiry 5 But compare the whole of one 
thing, with the whole of another. 

VIII. You have no leifure to read Books,- 
What then? You have leifure not to be 
Haughty, or play the Knave. Tismyour 
power to be Superiour to your Senfes, and 
paramount over Pleafure and Pain. To be 
deaf to the Charms of Ambition, and look 
down upon Fame and Glory. 'Tis in your 
power not only to forbear being angry with 
People for their Folly, and Ingratitude, but* 
over and above, to cherifli their Intereft, 
and take care of them. 

IX. Never cenfure a Court Life, nor 
feem diffatisfied with your own. 

X. Repentance is a reproof of a Man's 
Confcience, for the negle&of fome Advan- 
tages. Now whatever is Morally good is 
Profitable, and ought to be the Concern 
of a Man of Probity : But no Good Man 
was ever inwardly troubled for the Omif- 
fiori of any pleafure, or the balking of his 
Senfes : From whence it follows, that plea- 
fare ftriftly fpeaking, is neither profitable, 
nor Good. 

XI. To go to the Bottom qf a Thing, 
thefc Queftions fhould be anfwered, what 
is it in its proper Nature and Diftinftion > 

r ^ Of 
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Of what fort of Matter, aftd Farm dctes k 
confift > What (hare of Fdree and A&km 
has it in tbe World } and bow k>Hg is it 
likely to ftay there > 

XIT. When yon find Jour felf flecpy m* 
Morning, remember that bufinefe, arid do- 
ing fervice to tbe World, is to A& ilpr t<t 
Nature, and live like a Man: Whereetf 
deeping docs bat degrade yoa for the time* 
- and bring you down toaBeaft. Now tbofo 
A&ions which fall hi with theDdign m& 
Properties of Nature, are miorc ftntabte, 
and ferviceable, and upon aCuftotn, mow 
plea fan t than others. 

XIII. Upon every new Idea, let it fee 
your conftant Cuftom to raake ufe of ybor 
Talent in Phyficks, Metaphyjtcfo r and Mo- 
rality, and examine the ObjeSfc in ther re* 
fpe&ive Enquiries of thofe Sciences* 

XIV. When you are about to contfcrfc? 
with any Perfon, make this ftiort fpeechto 
your felf. How does this Man's Definki* 
onsftand afFe&ed > What Notions has he 
about Go*d^ andv£^i7/ May if his Undep* 
(landing is fo miffed, if he has fuch tmfbiu 
tunate Opinions concerning Pleafure, and 
Pain, and theCaufes of them $ If his Fan* 
cy, or his Fears are mifapplied, or over 
proportion^ with refpeQ: to- Reputation, 
or Ignominy, to Life or Death* $ If the 
Cafe (lands thus with him, I don't wonder 

at 
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at his Pra&ice ; for indeed 'tis next to im- 
poflible he (hould do otherwife. 

XV. Would it not be an odd inftance of 
furprize to ftare at a Fig-tree for bearing 
Figs > Why then (hould it feem ftrange to 
us, for the World to A& like it felf, and 
produce thing? purfuant to Quality, and 
Kind > This is juft as Foolifh as it would be 
for a Phyfician to wonder at a Fever, or a 
Mafter of a Veffel at a crofs Blaft of Wind* 

XVL To Retradk or mend a Fault at the 
Admonition of a Friend, hurts your Credit 
or Liberty, no more than if you had grown 
wifer upon your own Thought. For 'tis 
ftill your own Judgment and Temper, 
which makes you fee your miftake, and 
willing to retrieve it. 

XVII. If what is done difpleafes you, 
why do you do it f if 'tis in your power to 
Iqt it alone ? But if you can't help it, who 
do you complain of > The Atomes, or the 
G*ds$* Either way is diftra&ion, and* 



That is 



therefore we muft murmur againft nothing. <*£££ 
If you can mend the Matter, go about it : for the 
If you cannot, what are you the better for k^'d 



Grumbling ? Now a Man (hould never do& en T rf 
any* thing to no purpofe. '* 

XVIII. Whatever drops out of Life,' is 
calch't up fome where, for the World lofes f Tlut b 
npthing. f Within this Circumference of LhinVu 
Grporeit h aU things have their feveral^ mh ^ 
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Form*, and Revolutions $ And here'ti^ 
likewife that they return into Element, and 
firfl: Principle 3 Under which Notion thofe 
of the World and your own, are the very 
o An^di«f affle .||Andall thefe laft Changes are made 

are made of . f '» f « n_r» •• a ° i ™»%*w 

the &me without the leaft Repining : And why then 
** rir " (hould the fame Matter that lies quiet in an 
Element, Grumble in a Man f 

XIX. Providence does not grant Force, 

and Faculties at Random, but every thing 

is made for fome end : The Sun as high as 

'tis, has its bufinefs affign'd, and fa have 

•The to- the Celeftial Deities : * And whefe's the 

££S* r the wonder of all this ?' But pray what were 

S* tte w h ch ? ou raa< * e *** * ^ or y° ur plcalore ? Com- 
»nd rome" n monSenfe won't bear fo fcandalous an An- 

Chriftians (m^r 
too believed 1WCT. 

££, Tnd xx - Nature t pre-ordains th6 tnd of 

o^'inku * ever y f k* n S> no k* 8 t ^ lan ^ Beg* 011 * fljg* and 
gcn-e m ™ Continuance: As he that (hikes a Ball, de- 

S^i! n ^d%as whither it (hould go, as well as which 

u^^oc wa y •• And what ' s t^ Ball the better all this 
the Lumina- while for mounting, or the worfe for Av- 
owing Lower, and coming to the Orouna? 
What does a Bubble get in the fwelling, or 
lofe in the breaking > The fame may be 
faid of a Candle, which is every jot as bap- 1 
py out, as burning. 

XXL Turn your Car kafs the wrong fide 
outwards, and be proud if you can $ And 
to improve your thought, confider what * 

Beauty, 



Meditations* tec. 293*^! 



Beauty, Age, Difeafes, and Peath, will 
make of you 5 And to keep you low in 
your Computations*, upon Fame, confider 
that both the Orator, and the Hero, the 
Men, and the Merit, will quickly go off, 
and be out of fight 5 th^t the Earth is but 
a point 1 and that we live, but in a Corner of 
this little Dimenfion neither, That Men 
differ in their Notions of Honour and E- 
fteem 5 and that even the fame Perfon, is 
not of the fame Opinion long together. 

XXII Mind that which lies before you, 
whether it be Thought, Word, or A&ion : 
You are well enough ferv'd/* for Poft- # Hen?the 
poning your Improvement, and makingn^TST 
Virtue wait for you till to Morrow. ££££T 

XXIH. Am I abpuf any thing > I'll do it 
with regard to the Intereft . of Mankind : 
Does any thing happen to me extraordina- 
ry ? I'le receive^ as the appointment of 
Fate, and the Diftribution of Heaven. ?l~m* 

XXIV. Thipk a little, and tell me what*™* 
you meet with in thebufinefs of Bathing .^dmSia 
There's Oy 1, and Sweat, and Dirtinefs, andQj^, 
Water, but an OfFenfive Mixture take it al-J* 1 ^^ 
together. Why Life and Satisfa&ion is 
made .up of much fuch indifferent Stuffy 
butCoarfe if you examine it to the Bottom. 

XXV. LhcUU Buried Vtrm, * and fol- 
low^ him foon after.; Secunda did the fame 
Office for MaxmHi.[and furviv'd but alit- 

U tie 
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tie while. And thus it feted with Epityn- 
chamtSy vtrid' DiotintMfj with Antoninus , afid 

p-l^Em*' F a "ft*"*i * with Celery f arid theEmperour 
prcL Adrianus j they aflifted at one Funeral, and 
wRhaonck quickly made another themfelves. Thus 
oii*Em£. P 00r Mortals moulder away ! Where are 
Ste"ue h " w r h°^ e Men of Reach, and Prognofticatiop > 
lhuUs W- And Mother haughty fantaftical Sparks > 
They made a great Noife : and Figtire j forr 
merfy, but what's becpme of thetoonbw? 
Where are thofe Celebrated Philofophsrs, 
Char ax, Eud&nton, Demetrius the Ptetoriift^ 
and others of their Learning, and Cha- 
racter. Alas! They toot but a turn iq fhe 
World, and are 'goncf'KSbg fince. Sotoe Qf 
them have funk toRfgftfc$,* ^ndleftrioM^ 
mpry behind them ; The Hiftory of bthers 
is-overcaft, aftcf dwindled into. Fabhs, and 
a Third fort have detSy?d : farther^ and 
dropt even put of vRprfptce. Yourbufi- 
nefs is therefore to remember, that after 
Death your Body will fall in pieces, and 
fly off into Atames 5* And as for your Spirit; 
that will either be extiriguifh'd, or remcnftt 
into another Station. *- 

XXVI. Pleafure and Satisfe&ion, con- 
fill in following the Bent of Nature, and 
doing the things we were made for. And 
which way is this to be compafs'd £ By the 
Praftice of general Kindnefs, by ncgle&iog 
the Importunity, apd Clamour of our Sen- 

fe% 
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fes, by diftinguHhing Appearance from 
Truth, and by contemplating the Nature 
and Works of the Almighty, All this is 
adtfng according to" kind, and keeping the 
Faculties in the Right Channel. 

XXVII. Every Man has three Relations 
to acquit himfelf in : His Body helps to 
make one, the Deity another, and his 
Neighbours a Third. 

XXVIII. If Pain is an Affliftion; it mutt: 
affeft either the Body or the Mind $ If the 
Body is hurt, let it fay fo $ * ■ As for the # see Book 
Soul, (he can fecure the Pafles, and keep 7 Sea " x ^ 
the Enemy at a d iftance 5 Tis in her pdwer 

to be invulnerable, by fuppolirtg the Ac- 
cident no Evil, which fuppofition is Very 
prjifticable 5 For Judgment and Appetite, 
Averfion and Defire, and ail the Equipage 
of Thought, are lodged wit bin, and there # 
no mifchief can come at them*, * ; paLfcJ 1 

XXtX. Difcharge common Prejudice, 
and the Fallacies of Fancy, by fay ihg thus 
to <yotjr (felf. Tis in my power U> be as 
£aue, and as Innocent as 'tis poffible, Td 
have nothing of Vice, of Appetite or Di- 
ftdrbaqce ki me* I am likewl(e in a Con* 
ffition to State the Value, and diftinguifh 
the Quality of Things, and make ufe of 
tftpm 4^cc^dingly. Thefe are all privileges 
of ^tiiie,' and ought to be remetnbred as 

foch. : 
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XXX. When you fpeak in the Senate, 
or elfewhere, mind Decency and Chara&er 
more than Rhetorick ; And let your Dif- 
courfe be always Sincere, and agree with 
your Meaning. 

XXXI. Auguftus his Court ?s buried long 
fince 5 His Emprefs, and Daughter, His 
Grand Children, and Sons in Law, his Si- 
fter and Agrtppa, His Relations and Dome- 
fticks, Phyficians, and Underfacrificers, 
His Favourites, fuch as Arms the Philofo- 
pher, and M&cenas y they are all gone. 

Go on from (ingle Perfons to Families 5 
that of the Powp'eys, for inftance, and you'll 
find the whole Line Extind. This Man was 
the I aft nf his Houfe r is not uncqramon up- 
on a Monument. How folicitous were the 
Anceftors of fuch People about an Heir 5 
and yet the Family muft of neceffity fink, 
and the Blood fail at one time or other.. 

XXX.H. Govern .your Life altogether by 
Mea fares, and Rules : And if every A&ion 
goes its due lengths, and holds up to op* 
portunity, reft contented : Now no Mortal 
can hinder you from putting your Affairs 
in this condition. But may not fome Ob* 
ftacle without interpofe > No: Not fo far as 
to prevent your Afting like a Man of Pro- 
bity and Prudence. For all that, my Mo- 
tions^nay be check'd, and my Defign balk'd : 
Tis no matter for that. As long as you are 

cafie 
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eafie under the Obftru&ion, and pafson 
fmoothly to what comes next 5 This Be- 
haviour is as good as going thorough, and 
ferves your Improvement, as well asSuccefs. 

XXXIII. As to the Cafe of good For- 
tune 5 Take it without Pride, and Refign 
without Relu&ance. 

XXXIV. If you have obferv'd a Hand, 
or a Foot, cut off, and remov'd from the 
Body, juft fuch a thing is that Man to his 
Power, who is either a Malecontent, or 
Over-felfiQi ^ who ftruggles againft Fate, 
or breaks off from thelntereft of Mankind. 

* This untoward behaviour amounts to 'Jg* ?* 
Amputation, and deftroys the Union of****;***. 
Nature. But here lies the Good- luck of the 8 aib * 
Cafe 5 Tis in your power to retrieve the 
Maim, and (et the Limb on again : This 
favour is allowM to no other part of the 
Creation. Confider then the particular 
Bounty of God Almighty to Man in this 
privilege. He has fet him above theNecef- 
fity of breaking off from Nature, and Pro- 
vidence at all 5 But fuppofing hisMifcarri- 
age 5 Tis in his power to rejoin the Body, 
and grow together again, and recover the 
pdvantage of being the fame Member h« 
was at firft. 

XXXV. Whence comes all the Powers 
and Prerogatives of Rational Beings? From 
Jthe Swl of the Vmverfe * : Ambngft other • G o*. 

tT 3 Facui- 
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Faqulties, they have this which I am go- 
ing to mention. For as God over-rqies all 
Mutinous Accidents, brings them under the 
Laws of Fate, and makes them ferviceable 
to his purpofe $ So 'tis' in the power of 
Man, to make fometbing out of every crofs 
Adventure, and turn all Opposition to Ad r 
vantage. 

XXXVI. Don't take your whole Life in- 
to ypur Head at a time, nor burthen your 
felf with the weight of the Future, nor 
Form an Image of all probable Misfortunes; 
This Method will but confound you. On 
the contrary, yeur way is upon every Emer- 
gency, to put this Queftion to your felf, 
what intolerable Circumflance is there in all 
tbk ? For here your Honour will fecure 
you, you'l be afham'd to aflign particulars, 
and confefs your felf Conquered. Befides, 
you are to remember, that neither what's 
fafi, nor what's to come needs afflift you, 
for you have only to deal with the prefent. 
Now this is ftrangely leffen'd, if you take 
it (ingle, and by it felf 5 Chide your Fan- 
cy therefore if it offers to (hrink from 9 
• princes Moment, and grow faint under fo (lender 
fomc of ai ry ai. 

*ftU or ' XXXVII. Does Panthea and Pergamui 
Ktot- ft i11 ^ ait a * the Tomb of Verm, QtCbabrias, 
}y £& ^ Dfatjmm? , at that of Adrian? f That 

lZtLi r would be ftuff indeed f And what if they 

fcfter they — --"•'-■ - * ^ •* - ' ~ •• * 
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were there, would thofe Princes he fenfible 
of the Service? Granting they were, what 
fatisfa&ion would it be to them? And (up- 
pofe they were pleafed, would thefe Wai- 
tors laft always? and be Immortal? Are 
they not doom'd to Age and Death, with 
the reft of Matikind ? And when they are 
dead, what a pickle would the Royal 
Ghoft* be in, for want of their Attendance? 
Alafs ! Thefe Fancies have nothing inthem $ 
All this Ceremony muft end at laft in Stench 
and Duft, 

XXXVIII. If you are fo difcerning, fays 
jthe Philofopher, make ufeofyour Talent 
to fome purpofefc and let your Subjeft be 
proportionable to your Parts* 

XXXiX. I find no Moral Virtue which 
Contradi&s and Combates Jnjlice, this can't 
be affirm'd of Pleafure, for Ijere Tempe- 
rance comes in with a Pleftraint. 

XL. Tis Opinion which gives Being to 
Misfortune, don't fancy your felf hurt, and 
nothing can touch you,. But what, is this 
Ton? Is it not fome Notional Superfine 
Thing? No. Tis your Reafon. .But I an* 
not fo lucky as to be all Reafon. Make 
your felf fo then, and don't let Reafon De- 
generate, and grow uneafy. In (hort, when 
any thing troubles you, let this Thought 
fee yojif Remedy. 

U 4 Wf 
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XLI. To be check'd in the Fun&ions of 
Senfe and Motion and Defire, is an. Evil 
to the Animal Lifi 5 That which hinders 
the growth or flourifhing of zVegttabU y 
may be faid to be an Evil there. $6 like- 
wife to be cramp'd in the Faculties of the 
Mind, is an Evil to an Intelligent Nature : 
Apply all this to your felf. Does Pleafure or 
Pain Solicit, or Attack you > Turn them 
over to your Senfes, and let them anfwer 
for't. Does any thing lie crofs your under- 
taking } Why if you were pofitive and pe- 
remptory about it, and fet your Heart up- 
on't, then the Disappointment is really an 
Evil : But if you engag'd only upon Con- 
dition the Nail would drive, and with a 
referve for Accidents, then no manner of 
hindrance or harm has happen'd to you 5 
Indeed no Mortal can lay the Soul by the 
Heels, or put a Reftraint upon her. The 
Mind if (he will but Arm her Thoughts, 
and Exert her Courage, is Impregnable : 
And neither Fire nor Sword , Tongue 
por Tyrant, can touch her, 

XLII. Why fhould I Fret, and Vejc, that 
•The Em- never willingly vexed any body * ? Cer- 
SShor tainly I can have no reafon to be more un* 
tL b sen?; d Skmd to my felf, than to other People. 
tlSde^d XLIli. Every Man has his particular 
wuf^eex-Guft, and Inclination, but my pleafure 
*rior nary . j.^ .^ \yj <p XIiink|n§, and Reasonable Der 
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fires : Give me a Sound and a Sober Under- 
ftanding: A Temper that never falls out ei- 
ther with Men, or Accidents : That takes 
all things with good humour, computes 
rightly upon their Value, and puts them 
to the Ufes they are fit for. 

XLIV. Make the beft of your Time while ' 
you have it : Thofe who are fo folicitous a- 
bout Fame, and think of Living here after 
they are Dead, fuch Men I fay ne'er confi- 
der that the World won't mend by grow- 
ing older 5 That Future Generations, will 
be as weak, and Difobliging, as the prefect : 
What then can the Noife or Opinions of 
fuch little Mortals fignifie? 

XL V. Tofs me into what Climate or State 
you pleafe : For all that 1*11 keep my Geni- 
us * in good Humour that is, my own Con- • or $oui. 
fciencc, if 'tis Good, (hall make me Hap*- 
py. Let me but perform the Duties of a 
Reafonable Nature,, and I'll ask no more. 
What ! Is this Mifad venture big enough to 
ruffle my Mind, and throw her off the Hin- 
ges ? To make her Mean, Craving, and 
Servile, and to fright her from the Privi- 
leges of her Nature > What is there that 
can juftifie fuch Diforders, and make fads* 
fa&ion for them ? 

XLVI. No Accident can happen to any 
Man but what is confequent to his Condi- 
lion, aad common to his kind. And the 

fame 
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fame thing may be affirm'd of a Bead, a 
Tree, or a Stone. Now if things fare po 
otherwife than according to Rind, an4 
Conftitution 5 what makes you complain, 
and grow uneafy? You may be affur'd 
Providence will never lay yotf in the way 
of an intollerableEvil, nor make yourBer 
ing your Grievance, 

XLVII. If Externals put you into the 
Spleen, take notice that 'tis not the thing 
which difturbsyou, but ybur Notion about 
it ; Which Notion you may difmifs if yoa 
pleafe. But if the conditipn of your Mio4 
ilifgufts you 5 who (hould hinder you ffdm 
reftifying your Miftakes, and fetting your 
Thoughts in order ? Farther, if you are 
difturb'd becaufe you are not A&ive and 
Bold in the Difcharge of your Duty : If 
this be your Cafe, your way is to fall on, 
and do fomething, and not lie growling 
at your own Omiffion. But you are under 
fome infuperable Difficulty. If you have 
done your utmoft, ne'er vex your felf a* 
bout the Matter ? For you have nothing 
to anfwer for. It may be you will (ay, 'to 
not worth my while to Live unlefs this Bo- 
finefs can be effe&ed. Why then e'en Diey 
But take your leave handfomly ; GcH>ff as 
frpoothly, as if you had fucceeded y And 
bent angry with thofe th^t difappointetj 

XLym ? 
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XLVIII. The Mind is invincible when 
fhe exerts her felf, and relies upon her owij 
Courages In this Cafe there's no forcing 
her Will* tho* (he has nothing bucObftina- 
cy for her Defence. What then muft her 
ftrength be when (he is fortified with Rea- 
son, and Engages upon Thought and De* 
liberation > A Soul unembarrafsM with Paf- 
fion *, is the moft impregnable Security 5 *^J^f 
Hither we may retire, anddefie our Ene- «°P e * ™ Am 
mies : He that fees not this Advantage, v"fion°, or" 
muft be ignorant, and he that forgets to 3!U% 
ufe it,, Unhappy. 

XLIX. Don't add to your Information 
from without, nor make more of things 
than your Senfes Report For Inftance: 
You are told that fuch a one has fpoken ill 
of you. Right, But that you are really the 
worfe for't, is no part of the News 5 And 
if you think fo, 'tis your own Addition : 
Again : I fee my Child lie Sick : True j 
But that he is in Danger is more than I 
fee ; And therefore if I conclude fo, I muft 
thank my felf for't. Thus always ftop at the 
firft Reprefentation, and you are fafe : In- 
ferences, atid Supplemental Fancies, do 
but make a Man Unhappy. But if you will 
Reafon upon't, ( which may not be unr 
Serviceable ) dp it the right way : Do jt 
like a Man that has look'd through the 
World, and if no Stranger to any thing 
ftat can happep, h P° e ? 
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L. Does your Cucumber taft bitter > Let 
it alone. Are there Brambles in your way? 
Avoid them then. Thus far you are well : 
But then don't ask what does the World with 
fuch fluff as this is? This is to be too Bold, 
and Impertinent 5 And a Natural Philofb- 
pher would laugh at you : This Expoftu- 
lation is juft as Wife as it would be to find 
fault with a Carpenter for having Saw-duft, 
or a Taylor Shf eds in his Shop * They 
know where to beftow them, tho* you 
don't. Nay if you examine farther, the Ab- 
furdity is too big for the Comparison : For 
TJniverfal Nature has no place for Refufe 
out of her felf. All things are lodged with- 
in her Circumference. Here 'tis that they 
grow Old, and Moulder, and feem good for 
nothing. But then under all thefe Difad- 
vantages the wonder of her Contrivance is 
fuch, that (he Melts them down, and Re* 
coins them in another Figure, and fends 
them new and ftiining from the Mint. And 
thus (he neither wants any Foreign Ore, or 
Bye place to throw the Drofs in : But is al- 
ways abundantly furnifh'd with Room, and 
Matter, and Art, within her felf, 

LL Be not heavy in Bufinefs, nor dlr 
fturb'd in Converfation, nor Rambling, 
and Impertinent in your Thoughts. Keep 
your Mind from running adrift 5 from fud- 
den Surprize, and Tranfports, and don't 

over* 
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overfet your felf with too much Employ- 
ment. Do they Curfe you? Do they 
threaten to Kill, and Quarter you ? Let 
them go on : They can never murther your 
Jleafon, nor your Virtue : Thofe Privi- 
leges run for Life if you pleafe. All this 
Barbarity fignifies little. Tis much as if a 
Man that (lands by a Lovely Spring (hould 
fall a railing on't : The Water is never the 
worfe for his foul Language : And if he 
(hould throw in Dirt, or Dung, 'twould 
quickly difappear, and difperfe, and the 
Fountain be as wholfome as ever : Which 
way now are you to go to work, to keep 
your Springs always running, and never 
Stagnate into a Pool ? I'll tell you r.You 
muft be always Drudging at the Vermes .of 
Freedom, and Independance 5 Of Sincerity, 
Sobriety, and Good-nature. Make your 
felf but Matter of thefe Qualities, and your 
bufinefs is done. 

LIT. He that's unacquainted with the 
Origin, and firftCaufe of the World, and 
with that Providence that Governs it, muft 
7>e at a lots to know where He is, and 
what Empire he lives under: And he that 
can't tell the Ends he was made for, is Ig- 
norant both of himfelf, and the Wprld 

too: And he that's uninftru&ed in either 
of thefe two : Points, will ne'er be able to 
look into the Defign of Wis Being. And 

' yet 
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yet there are abundance of People that 
would be puzzled at thefe Queftions. What 
do you think then of HisDifcretion, that's 
anxious about what is faid of Him $ and 
values either the Praife, or theCenfore of 
thofe little Folks, that know neither where 
They are, nor who? 

LIII. Nothing can be more vain than 
the Courting of Popular Applaufe. What ! 
Are you fo Ambitious ot a Man*s good 
Word, that it may be in an Hour's time (hall 
Curfehimfelf to the Pit of Hell ? Arc you 
to fond of being in their Favour, that 
can't keep in their own? Striving to pleafe 
thofe People that can't pleafe therrifelves, 
is to no manner of purpofe ! And how can 
th£y be faid to pleafe themfelves, who are 
diffatisfied with their Conduft at every 
turn, and Repent of almoft every thing 
they do? 

LIV. Let your Soul receive the Deity as 
your Blood does the Air, for tbelnfluences 
of the one, are no lefs Vital than thp other. 
This Correfpondence is very Priflicable i 
For there's an Ambient Omnipf efeijt Spirit, 
which lies as open, and pervious to yorar 
Mind, as the Air you breath does to your 
Lungs : But then you muft renjember to be 
difpos'd to draw it. 

LV. Wickednefs is no Spjbftance, ox Sfef 
parate Being, and therefore one would 

think 
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think it (hould be noNeceflary Nufance. It 
fubfifts only in particular Sub jedte, and here 
it does no harm to any thing that is .Fo- 
reign. Tis only a Plague to the Breaft it 
lies in 5 and does no body any mifchief, 
but him that may be rid of it whenever he 
pleafes. 

LVT. My Thoughts and my Will, areas 
much my own, as my Conftitutron $ and 
up more concerned in the Conduft of ano- 
ther Man, than my Blood is in the beating 
of another Body's Pulfe : For tho' we ar<j 
boi;n for the Service of each other ; Yet ' 
onr Liberty is Independent, and our Souls 
all left to our felves : Otherwife my Neigh-, 
bopr's Mifcarriage might be my Misfortune* j 

Bat God has prevented this Confequence, 
Kaft it (hould be in another's power to 
fljake me Unhappy. 

LVIL The Sun is Diffus'd and beftows. 
himfelf every where, but this feeming Ex- 
pence never Exhaufts him : The reafon is. 
becaufe he is ftretched like a Thread, ana 
not pour'd out like a Liquor. And thus his 
Beams have their name from Extenfion *,, f***%l 
As for the Properties and Philofophy of a 1 ™*^ 
R4j x . you may obferve them, if you pleafe n>ur Jw 
to 1 let it into a dark Rjoom through a nar; lmtltm 
rowpaffage. Herd you'll fee it move in a 
right Line, till 'tis broken, abd js it were 
^vi^ed in Reflexion ; by buying its pro- 

v grefs 



4 



■ ' — : — 

3 o 8 Marcus Antoninus s 



grefs ftop'd upon a folid Body : And here 
the Light makes a ft and, without dropping, 
or Hiding off. Thus you (hould let your 
Senfe (hine out upon Converfation : There's 
no fear of Emptying your underftanding : 
And when you meet with Oppofition ne'er 
Tilt, and Batter againft it, nor yet drop 
your Talent in Defpair. No : Let your 
Beams fpread themfelves, and play on, and 
Enlighten where they find a Capacity : 
And as for that Body that >von't tranfmit 
the Light, it does but darken it felf, by its 
Refiftance. 

LVIII. He that dreads Death, is either 
afraid that his Senfes will be extinguifh'd, 
or alter'd : Now if the Powers are loft, the 
Pain muft be fo too 5 For if he has no Fa* 
culties, he'll have no Feeling. But if he has 
new Perceptions, and another Sett of Sen- 
fes, he will be another Creature 5 and then 
he will live ftill, as I take it* 

LIX. Men are born to be ferviceable to 
one another, therefore either Reform the 
World, or bear with it. 

LX. Underftanding does not always drive 
onward like 'an Arrow. The Mind foraetimes 
by making a Halt, and going round for Ad- 
vice, hits the Mark much better, than if (he 
had let fly dire&ly upon it 

LXI. Look nicely into the Thoughts ot 
other People, and give them the fame Free- 
dom with your own. ' BOOK 
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TO play the Knave is to Rebel againft 
Religion, all fort o^ Injuftice is no - 
lefs than High-Treafon againft Heaven : 
For fince the Nature, or Soul of the Vni- 
verfe * has made Rational Creatures for mu- # && 
tual Service, and Support 5 Made them that 
they (hould Aflift, and Oblige each other^ 
according to the Regards of Circumftance, 
4 and Merit 5 but never do any body any 
Harm : The Cafe (landing thus, he that 
crofles upon this Defign, is Prophane in 
his Contradi&ion, and Outrages the mod 
Antient Deity. For theNature of thzTJni- 
verfe is the Caufe of it, and that which 
gives it Being. Thus all things are one Fa- 
mily, fuited, and as it were of Kin to each 
other. This Nature is alfo ftiled Truth, as 
being the Bafis of Firft Principles, and Cer- 
tainty. He therefore that tells a Lye know- 
ingly, is an Irreligious Wretch 5 Fofr by 
deceiving his Neighbour, he is unjuft to 
him 5 and Cheats him of the Truth to 
which he has a Natural Right. And he 
that's guilty of an Untruth out of Igno- 
rance, is lyable to the fame Charge, (tho' 
not in the fame Degree, ) becaufe his Ig- 
norance is Voluntary, and Affe&ed $ be- 
caufe he diffents from the Mind of Provi- 
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dence, brings Diforder into the World, 
and oppofes the firft Settlement of Nature. 
Hefeems to be fond of Confufions^ to de- 
clare for the Intereft of Error, and take 
the Field againft Certainty and Science. By 
negle&ing the affiftances of Heaven, and 
the Talent he was born to 5 He has part- 
ed with the Guide of his Underftatiding, 
loft the Teft of Truth, and the diftinftion 
of Right, and Wrong. Farther: He that 
reckons Profperity and Pleafure among 
Things really Good ; Pain and Hardfliip 
amongft Things really Evil, can be no Pi- 
ous Perfon : For fuch a Man will be fure 
to complain of the Adminiftrations of Pro- 
vidence, Charge it with Mifmatching For- 
tune, and Merit, and mifapplying Re- 
wards and Punifhments : He'll often fee ffl 
People furnifh'd with Materials for Pleafure, 
and Regaled with the Relifh of it : And 
good Men harrafs'd and depreft, and meet- 
ing with nothing but Misfortune. To go 
on : He that's afraid of Pain, or Affliftion; 
will be afraid of fomething that will al- 
ways be in the World ; bat to be thus un- 
eaGe at the Appointments of Providence, 
is a failure in Reverence, and Refpeft. On 
the other hand 5 He that's violent in the 
purfuit of Pleafure, won't ftick to tarn Vil- 
lain for thePurchafe: And is not this plain- 
ly; an Ungracious, and an Ungodly Hu- 
mour? 
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mour? To fet the Matter Right, where- 
the Allowance of God is equally clear 5 as 
it is with Regard to Profperity, and Ad- 
verfity: For had he not approved both 
thefe Conditions, He would never have 
made them : I fay where the Good Liking 
of Heaven is equally clear, Ours ought to 
be fo too : Becaufe we ought to follow the 
Guidance of Nature, and the Senfe of the 
Deity. That Man therefore that does not 
Comply with Providence in the fame In- 
difference of Notion, with refpeft to Plea- 
fure, and Pain, Life and Death, Honour, 
and Infamy 5 He that does not this, with- 
out ftruggling of Paflioav without Un- 
manageable Preference, or Averfion, is no 
Friend to the Divine Oeconomy 5 His 
Thoughts are Leud, and Mutinous, and fo 
would his A&ions be too, if he had Power. 
By faying that Vniverfal Nature, or God 
ftands equally Affefred to thefe different 
Difpenfations, the meaning is that they 
are both comprehended in the generaty 
Scheme, and equally confequent to thefirft 
Eftabliflbment. They were Decreed by the 
Almighty from the Beginning, and (truck 
out with the Lines of the Creation. Then 
'twas that the Pi an of Providence was drawn, 
and the Fate of Futurity Determin'd. Then 
Nature was made Prolifick, and enabled 
to bring forth in due Time : Then the 

X 2 whole 
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* whole S/0f£ of Beings, the Revolutions of 
Fortune, and theSucceiSonsof Time, were 
all dated, and fet a going. 

II. He is better Bred, and more a Gen- 
tleman, that takes leave of the World with- 
out a blot in his Scutcheon ; and has no- 
thing of Falfhood and Diffimulation, of 
Luxury or Pride, to tarnifti his Chara&er. 
But when a Man is once dipt in thefe Vices, 
the next beft thing is for him to quit, ra« 
ther than live on, and be an Old Sinner. 
I fuppofe you underftand the Plague too 
well not to run away from it > And what's 
the Plague > Why if you are a Knave, or 
a Libertine, you have the Tokens upon 
vou.Thelnfeftionof the Mind is ten times 
worfe than that of the Air 5 The Maligni- 
ty is not near fo fatal in the Blood, as in 
the Will 5 For the Brute only fufFersinthe 
firft Cafe, but the Man in the other. 

III. Don't Contemn Death, but take it 
handfomiy, and willingly 5 Look upon it 
as part of the Product of Nature, and one 
of thofe things which Providence has been 
pleas' d to Order. For as Youth, and Age, 
Growth, and Declenfion, Down, and 
Gray Hairs, Pregnancy, and Birth, &c. 
are all natural A&ions, confequences of 
Time, and Incidents of Life 5 fo alfb is Dy- 
ing and Diffolution, every jot as much ac- 
cording to Common Courfe as the reft. A 

wife 
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wife Man therefore, muft neither run Gid- 
dily, nor ftaulk Haughtily into his Grave 5 
He muft look upon Death as Natures Bu- 
finefs, and wait her Leifure, as he do.es for 
the Progre fs, and Maturity of other *• Here *« 
Things : For as you don't overdrive a Fm- fcSST* 
tus 9 but let it take its own time, and come^o^i 
into the World when 'tis ready 5 Soyoug^^J. 
(hould ftay in the other Cafe, till opportu- neft tf| elf - 
nity prefents, and Things are Ripe 5 and Um tu 
yourSoul drops out of the Husk of her own 
accord. But if you (land in need of a Vul- 
gar Remedy, and want a Cordial to make 
Dying go down the better, you (hall have 
it. Gonfider then what fort of World, and 
what fort of Humours, you will be Rid of! 
'Tistrue you are not to fall- foul upon Man- 
kind, but to treat them withKindnefs and 
Temper: But ftill you may remember that 
you don't live among People juft of your 
own Mind, and Fancy : Indeed if your Hu- 
mours Hit /it, and your Underftandings 
were all fet to the fame Tune 5 Such an Ur 
nanimity amongft Mortals, might reafona- 
bly Recommend Life, and make us loath 
to part with it : But you perceive the Mat- 
ter is quite otherways : And that vaft Di r 
fturbances are bred by different Opinions : 
Infotnuch that now we ought rather to Pe- 
tition Death to make Waft, for fear we 
(bould be Teaz d put of our Reafbq, and 
lofp pur beft Thoughts in a Crpw'd, IV* 
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IV. He that commits a Fault Abroad, is 
a Trefpaffer at Home 5 And he that injures 
his Neighbour, hurts himfelf, for to make 
himfelf an ill Man is a fhrewd Mifchief. 

V. OmkEons no lefs than Commiffions, 
are oftentimes Branches of Injuftice. 

VI. If your Judgment pronounces right- 
ly, if your Aft ions are Friendly, and well- 
meant, if your Mind is contented, and re- 
fign d to Providence 5 If you are in pof- 
feffion of thefe Bleffings, you are happy 
enough in all Confcience. 

VII. Don't be imposM on by Appearances ; 
check your Fancy, and moderate your 
Heat $ and keep your Reafon always in her 
own Power. 

VIII. The Souls of Brutes are all of one 
kind, and fo are thofe of Rational Beings, 
tho* of a high Order. And thus all Living 
Creatures that have occafion for Air, and 
Earth, and Light, arefurnilh'd at the fame 
Shop ^ and have the fame Elements, and 

•ThisScai-Sun at their Service *. 
that P Man' IX. Things of the fame common Quali- 
cqna:Tn e thc f y h ave a Tendency to their Kind : Earthy 
Gnni ph- Bodies tumble to the Ground, One drop 
N«ure. of Moifture runs after another 5 And thus 
Air where 'tis predominant, preffes after 
Air : And nothing but Force, and Violence, 
can keep thefe things afunder. fire like- 
wife iftoants, and reaches up wards, to-make 

after 
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after its own Element Above : This pro- 
perty gives it a Difpofition to propagate 
it's Species, and joyn other Fires here Be- 
low • And for this reafon it catches eafily 
upon all Fuel a little more dry than ordi- 
nary 5 becaufe here the Qualities bppofite 
to Accenfion, are weak and difabled. Thus 
all Beings, which partake of the fame com- 
mon Thought^ and Underftanding, have a 
natural Inftinft for Correfpondence with 
their own Kind : only with this difference, 
that the higher any thing ftands in the 
Scale of Being, the ftrongerit is inclin'd to 
Communication with, its own Order, and 
Diftin&ion. To illuftrate the Argument, 
we find the force of Nature, and Blood, 
very A&ive amongft Brute Animals 5 As 
appears by their running together in Herds, 
and Swarms according to Kind ; by their 
providing for their Young Ones, and by 
that Refemblance of Love, and AfFefti- 
on, which is carried on among them. Thefe 
Animals have a Soul in them 5 by confe- 
quence their Principle of Union is more vi- 
gorous than in Stocks, and Stones, To go 
on to Reafonable Creatures : And here we 
may obferve Mankind united by publick 
Counfels, and Common-wealths, by par- 
ticular Friendfhips, and Families 3 And 
when War has work'd them to the greateft 
Mifunderftanding, They have even then 

X 4 • the 
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the benefit of Correfponding by Truce, 

and Articles : Farther to Inftance in a higfa- 

^ h uS- er Order 5 the Stars, * though not Neigh- 

p^ a ^.bours in Situation, move by Concert. Thus 

Scit by * w ' iere Things are more Noble, and Nature 

c " 7 ' rifes, Sympathy rifes too, and Operates at 

a diftance. But here lies the Mifery otft ; 

Mankind are ftrangely unfortunate with the 

privilege of their Reafon ! They are the 

only Beings which break through the Force 

of Inftind, and would make the Alliances 

of Nature fignifie nothing. But tho* they 

run from their Kind, they are catched a- 

gain in fome meafure. For you (hall fooner 

fee a piece of Earth refufe to lie by its owA 

Element, than find any Man fo perfeftly 

imfociable, as not to Correfpond with fome 

body or other. 

X. Every thing affords fome produft; 
God, and Men, and the World all of them 
bear Fruit in their projser Seafons ; TiS 
true, Ufe has reftrain'd this fignification to 
Vines, and Tree$ 5 But this Cuftom apart, 
Reafon may properly enough be faid to 
Bear, when 'tis ferviceable both at Home, 
and to the Publick : efpecially if we con- 
sider that the Fruit of the Underftanding 
keeps clofe to its Kind, and refembles thfe 
Stock more fully than that which grows in 
Jhe Garden. x '[''" ' ; < 

XI. Givs 
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XL Give an injurious Perfon good Ad- 
vice, and Reform him if you can. If not, 
remember that your Clemency, and Tem- 
per was given you for this Try al 5 That the 
God's are fo patient, and Benign, as to 
pafs by the perverfenefs of Men, and fome- 
times to Affift them over and above in 
their Health, Fame, and Fortune. Juft thus 
may you do if you pleafe, if not, let pie 
know the Impediment. 

XII. Don't drudge like a Galley Slave 5 
nor do bufinefs in fuch a Laborious man- 
ner, as if you bad a mind to be pitied, or 
wondred at. Let your Motives be more 
Solid, And either put on, or make a Halt, 
as publick Reafon, and Convenience (hall 
direft you. 

XIII. To day I rulhed clear out of all 
Misfortune 5 or rather I threw Misfortune 
from me ; For to fpeak truth, it was no 
0ut4yer, nor ever any farther off than my 
pwn Fancy. 

XIV. All things are the fame over again, 
and nothing but what has been fervd up to 
tour Forefathers : They are ftale upon Ex- 
periment 5 Momentary in tfa.eir Lafting, 
and x Coarfe in their Matter. 

XV. Things, or Accidents ftand with- 
out Doors, and keep their Diftance, and 
neither know, or Report any things about 
themfelvesj what is it theij that pronoun- 
. •* ces 
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ces upon their Quality, and makes them 
look frightfully ? Nothing but your own 
N #S da^ Fancy, and Opinion *. 

Silub: 39 ' XVI. As Virtue, arid Vice confift in 
A&ion, and not in the Impreffions of the 
Senfes $ fo 'tis not what they Feel^ but 
what they Doe 9 which makes Mankind ei- 

aSK ther Happy, or Miferablef . 

XVII. Tis all one to a Stone whether 
'tis thrown upwards, or downwards 5 The 
mounting, or finking of the Motion, docs 
not make the Thing one jot the better, or 

!?fc*?o the worfe ]|. 

2 2 °' XVIII. Examine the fize of Peoples 
Senfe and the Condition of their Ujnder- 
ftandings, and you'll never be fond of Po- 
pularity, or afraid of Cenfure. 

XIX. All things are in a perpetual Flux, 
and afort of Confumption^ you your felf 
are fo, and the whole World keeps you 
Company. 

XX. Don't difturb your felf about the 
Irregularities of other People, but let eve- 
ry bodies Fault lie at their own Doors. 

XX L The intermiffion of A&ion, and 
a ftop in Appetite, and. Thought, are a 
kind of Death upon the Faculties for the 
prefent} and yet there is no harm in't. Go 
on now to the different Periods of Life : 
And here you'll find Infancy, Youth, Man- 
hood, and Old-age treading upon the 

Heels 
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Heels of each other 3 and the Firft as it 
were cut down, and difpatch'd by th$ lat- 
ter. And where lies the Damage, and Ter- 
ror of all this >' Proceed to your Grandfa- 
ther's time, and to that of your Father, 
and Mother, and run over as much Ground, 
in Changes, Decay, and Death as you 
pleafe$ And when you have done, ask 
your felf what great Grievance there is in 
the Contemplation: And when you find 
nothing extraordinary, you may conclude 
that Ending, and Alteration will fit no hard- 
er upon your Life, than upon thofe before 
you. 

XXII. Make a ftand forTbought and En- 
quiry, and furvey your own Mind, that of 
. the*Z)mverfe 9 and that of thePerfon who *G<x!i 
has Difoblig'd you : Your own, that you 
may keep it Honeft 5 God-Almighty'Sjthat 
you may know who you are part of, and 
to whom ypu belong.; the Offender's, that 
you may difcover whether his Fault was 
Ignorance, or Malice : And here you ftiould 
like wife remember, that you are of Kin to 
him. 

XXIII. As you are a Member of Society 
your felf, fo every Aftion of yours fhould 
tend to the Benefit, and Improvement of 
it. So that when you do any thing which 
has neither immediate, or remote Reference 
to general Advantage j you make a Breach 
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in the Common Intereft, deftroy the Uni- 
ty of Publick Life, and are as really guilty 
of a Seditious behaviour, as a Mai econ tent 
that Embroils a Nation, and Draws off a 
Fa&ion from the Government. 

XXIV. The Bufinefs of Mankind is 
ftrangely Trifling and Tranfient 5 Things 
are fo Hollow, and fo quickly Hurried off* 
that the World looks fomewhat like a 
Scene of Necromancy, and feems to be 

• see Book more Apparition than real Life *. 

s. sea. a*. xxv p enetrate t h e Q Ua iity of Forms, 

and take a View of them, abftra&ed from 
their Matter 5 and when you have done 
this, Compute the common Period of 
•see Book their Duration*. 

tfik il XXVI. You have been a great fufferer 
"" for Rambling from a Life of Reafon, and 
for not being contented with Doing what 
you were Made for. 

XXVII. When People treat you ill, tilame 
yourCondufr, or report any thingto your 
Difadvantage 5 (hoot your felf into the ve- 
ry Soul of them $ rummage their Under- 
ftandings, and fee how th«ir Heads are 
Furnifh'd; A thorough Enquiry into this 
Matter will fet you at reft : You'l be fully 
convinced that the Opinion of fuch Mor- 
tals is not worth one troublefome Thought 
However you muft be kind to them, for 
Nature has made them your Relations. 

Befides, 
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Befides, the God's * give them all fort of ™££ 
Countenance, Advertife them by Dreams ought » be 
and Prophecy, and help them to thofe fo owd * 
things they have a Mind to. 

XXVIII. This uncertain World is always 
Rolling, and turning things Topfy-turvy. 
Now the Soul of the Vuiverfe f either pur- 1 God, 
fues the Courfe of Time 5 Defcends to Par- 
ticulars, and exerts it felf upon every Ef- 
fect, or elfe Matter, and Motion were put 
into fuch order at fir ft, that Things (hould 
do of themfelves, and work up the Model 
by neceffary Confequence : Take it either 
way, and the Adminiftration will lie in the 
fame Hands 5 And that's fufficient to make 
you quiet. But if neither of thefe Hypo- 
thecs will fatisfy, you muft fet Epicu- 
res Atomes at the Helm, and make them 
juftle out a World in the Dark. In a Word $ 
If God Governs, all's well : But if Things 1 
are left to themfelves, and fet adrift, don't 
you Ramble, and Float after them. To 
conclude : We (hall quickly be all Under- 
ground ; And e'er long the Earth it felf 
muft be chang'd into fomething elfe. And 
that Something into another Form, and fo 
on in infinitum. Now he that confiders 
thefe Everlafting Alterations, this conftant 
Toffing, and Tumbling, and how faft Re- ^ 
volutions fucceed each other 3 He that con- 
flders, this I fay, will have but a mean 

Opinion 
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Opinion of what the World can afford; 
XXIX. Nature runs Rapid like a Torrent, 
• gee Book an d fweeps All Things 5 * What wretched 
&!£>?' l9 ' States-men are thofe Counterfeits in Virtue, 
t Thu se- an d Philofophy > f Heark you Friend, no 
a.on is 1*. more Hypocrify and Grimace, r\opr?tden- 
Ihi^ave -tial Knavery, no claftiing between Politicks 
^l th whJ and Morals! Come! Let Honefty be ferv'd 
p^ d ^ u- firft ; Do what God requires of you, and 
ricks. Truft for the Iffue and Event : Fall on 
then, as occafion offers, and ne'er look 
about for Company, and Commendation: 
However, I would not have you expeft 
Plato's Common-wealth : That Draught is 
too fine 5 and your Morals will ne'er rife 
up to it. As the World goes, a moderate 
9 Reformation is a great Point, and there- 
fore reft contented. If we can but govern 
Peoples Hands, we muft let their Hearts 
and their Heads go free. To Cure them all 
of their Folly and ill Principles, is impra- 
cticable. And yet unlefs you can Change 
their Opinions, their Subje&ion will be 
ail Force, and Diffembling. But you! fay, 
were not Alexander ■, Philip, and Demetrius 
Phdereus under the Rules of thefe pretend- 
ed Philofophers > And what a Noble Fi- 
gure do they make in Hiftory > Grantinj 
all that, I have a Queftion, or two to ai 
them. Had they a right Notion of the Laws 
of Nature, and were they Juft, and Gene- 
rous 
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rous in good earneft? If their Virtues were 
all Shew and Varnifh, I defire to be excused 
the Imitation, Philofqphy is aModeftPro- 
feffion, 'tis all reality and plain-dealing. I 
hate Solemnity, and Pretence, with no- 
thing but Pride at the Bottom. 

XXX. Fly your Fancy into the Clouds, 
and from this Imaginary Height, take a 
View of Mortals here Below. What ftrange 
Medly of Management, what confufion of 
Profpeft is here ? What infinite Variety in x 
Religion, Government, and Fortune? Go 
on with the Speculation, ftretch your 
Thoughts over Time and Nature, and look 
upon Things in the different Afpe&S of the 
paft, and the prefent 5 Confider how the 
World withers, and wears off 5 that the 
Ages before, were unacquainted with you, 
and fo will many of thofe that come after. 
" That neither your Power, nor your Fame, 
reaches far among the Barbarians 5 how 
many are there that never heard of your 
Name, how many that will quickly Forget 
you, and how many that Admire you Now, 
yrillCenfure you Afterwards? In (hort, Me- 
mory, and Fame, and all thofe Things 
which are commonly fo much Valued, are 
no better than Toys, and Amufements. 

XXXl< Be always EaGe, and Upright 5 
Let Fortitude Guard without, and Honefty 
tfithin^ Keep your Mind, and your Moti- 
ons 
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ons true to the Intereft of Mankind, for 
then you know your Faculties are in the 
right pdfture, that Nature has fet them. 

XXXII. The greateft part of your trou- 
ble lies in your Fancy, and therefore you 
may Difengage your felf when you pleafe. 
I'll tell you which way you may Move 
much more Freely, and give Eafe, and El- 
bow-room to your Mind. Take the whole 
World into your Contemplation, and the 
little time you are to Live in t. Con fid er 
how faft the Scenes are {hifted, and how 
near the End of all things lies to their Be- 
ginning ! But then the Extent of Duration 
in which we are nothing concern'd f The 
Ages before our Birth, and after our Death, 
are both Infinite and Unmeafurable. 

XXXIII. Whatever makes a Figure 
Now, will quickly Decay, and Difappear: 
And thofe that Gaze upon the Ruins of 
Time, will be bury'd under them. And 
then the Longeft, and the Shorteft Liver, 
will be both in the fame Condition. 

XXXIV. If you would walk within Peo- 
ple, and difcover their Intentions, and look 
through their Ceremony, and Refpeft, 
you muft ftrainforObfervation 5 and ftrip 
them to the Soul if you can : Such a narrow 
Enquiry will, among other Things, bring 
a great deal of Vanity to Light 5 yes, Mor- 
tals are very full of themfelves 3 When 

they 
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they Commend, or Cenfure do you a 
good, or an ill Turn, They are ftrangely 
conceited of the performance. 

XXXV. The Diffolution of Forms, is 
no lofs in the Mafs of Matter. Things are 
Chang'd this way 'tis true, but they don't 
Perilh. Providence by which all things are 
well contriv'd, Delights in thefe Alteration*, 
They have always had their Range in the " 
World, and always will have. What then > > 
Will you blame the Conduft of the Firft 
Caufe ? Were alFThings Made, and muft 
they always be out of Order? What ! Are 
there fo many Gods in Being, and none 
ablfe to Conquer, and Correft this Evil > 
And is Nature indeed condemft'd to an 
Everlafting Misfortune ? 

XXXVI. The Materials of Bodies, if 
you examine them, are ftrangly Coarfe : 
Thofe that are Animated have little in 
them but Water, and Duft, and Bones, 
and fomething that's ofFenfive. And then 
if you gotoMettals, Minerals, &c Mar- 
ble is no more than a Callous Excrefcence, 
nor Gold and Silver any better -than th$ 
Dregs and Sediment of the Earth. Fine 
Cloths are nothing but Hair twitted toge- 
ther 3 and fmear'd with the Blood of a 

little Fi(h *. And thus I might proceed ^5* 
farther. And as for Spirits, they ^rcfome* tye, 

Y what 
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what of Kin to the reft, and are Chafed 
•The sro- f rom one p}cr Ure to another *. 

KKS held " ,. - & ^* I «* « •• mm 

the soui a XXXVII. Come ! You have lived lone 

of Fire and enough, unlets you could make more on t : 

fonfcq"en b c y c Here's nothing but Grumbling, and Apifli. 

wm$b£ nefs, to be met with : What makes you 

Difturbed > What can you be furpriz'd at? 

What has happen'd to you worfe than you 

had reafon to expeft > Does Form or Mat* 

m ter, Body or Spirit, make you uneafie? 

Look into them, and you may probably be 

relieved. Now for yoifc Comfort, Thefe 

Two are,. Natures, All, and there's no 

Third thing to Moleft you. 'Tis high time ' 

therefore totnterpret the Gods rightly, and 

throw off your Chagrin againft Heaven. 

XXXVIII. Three Years time to pcrufe 
Nature, and look over the World, is as 

7&l°^ 8°°^ as a Hundred *. 

Bo^k .6. 7 * XXXIX. If fuch a Man has done amifs, 
the Mifchief is to himfelf 5 And it may be 
if you enquire, he has not neither. 

XL. Either all Things are Ordered by 
an Intelligent Being, who makes the World 
but one Family, ( And if fo, why (hould 
a Part, or fingle Member complain of that 
which is deiign'd for the Benefit of the 
whole.) Or elfe we are under theMifrale 
of Atoms, and Confufion. Now take the 
Cafe which way you pleafe, there's either 
no Reafon, or no Remedy for Complaint: 

And 
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And thefefote 'tis to no purpofe to be un- 
eafie. 

XLl. I hope yon underftand your Mind 
better than to KilJ and Bury it, and make 
it little enough for the Coarfe Fun&ions, 
and Fateof the Body ! 

XLII. Either the Gods have power to 
affift us, or they have not, If they have 
not, what d6es praying to them (Jgnifie? 
If they have, why don't you rather pray 
that they would Difcharge your DeGres, 
than Satisfie them? and rather fet you 
above the Paffion of Fear ? than keep, 
away the Thing you are afraid of 5 For if 
the Gods can help us, no doubt they can 
help us to be Wifer. But it may be you'I 
(ay, They have furnifh'd me fufficiently 
for thefe Matters. Why then don't you 
make ufe of your Talent, and aft like a 
Man of Spirit, and not run Cringing, aricf 
Creeping, after that which is out of your 
reach > But then who told you that the 
God's don't affift us in Things which we 
might ppffibly compafs by our fel ves > Let 
me prefcribe the Matter of your Devotions.' 
- for, Inftance 2 This Man prays that he 
may Gain fuch a Woman, it may be to 
t Jbfebauch Her, but do you rather pray thaf 
r foil may have no fuch Inclination. An- 
other invoke* the Gods to fet hitrf Free 
iron* a tronblefome Superiour 5 but let it be 
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your Petition, that your Mind may never 
put you upon fuch a Wi(h. A Third is 
mighty devout to prevent the lots of his 
Son? But I would have/you pray rather 
againft the Fear of Lofing him. Let this be 
the Rule for your Devotions, and fee if the 
Evert does not Anfwer. 

XLIII. When I was Sick, fays Epicurus, 
I did not Difcourfe the Cbmpany about 
my Difeafe9, or the Torment I was troub- 
led with. No, my Syftem of Natural 
Philofophy was part of my Subjed. And 
my main Concern was, that my Mind 
might not give way to my Body, nor 
grow uneafie under Pain. I made no 
great bufinefscf a Recovery, nor gave a- 
ny Handle to the Doftorsto brag of their 
4 Profeffion, but held on with Fortitude, 
and Indiffcrency. Thus he. And when , 
you arc Sick, or under any other Difad- j 
vantage, can't you behave your .felf in 
this manner ? Tis practicable to all Per- 
fuafions in Philofophy , to ftand their 
Ground againft all Accidents, and not to , 
fall into the Weaknefles, and Folly of the I 
Ignorant : We muft always be prepared I 
for the prefent. Mind the Thing before 
us 5 and the Tools too with which we arc 
to Work. 

XLIV. When you arc Shock'd by any 
Man's Impudence, put this Queftion to your 

felf : 
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felf: Is it poffible for fuchlmpiKJent People 
not to he in the World } Nd indeed *. ^ h ?/ f "f*' 
Why then do you wifti for anlmpoffibili-n^ikryw 
ty? For this Lewd, Ill-behav'd Fellow, is *;£"$£ 
one of thofe neceflkry Rafcals that the^ nct ' G *" 
World can't difpence with. This Reflexi- 
on will furnifli you with Patience for-a 
Knave, or any other ill Body. For wheji 
you-confider that there's no living without 
this fort of Cattcl* you'i treat them with 
mpre Temper upon occafion, .And to for- 
tifie you farther* you'l find; that Nature 
ha$ armM you at all Points, fent an Anti- 
dote againft every ©ifeafe, »and provided* 
you fome Virtue or .other ag^inft all fort 
of Vice, and Iqjnjqrality. for the pur^ 
pofe, }f you hayeto do with a troublefqme 
Blockhead, you ; haveMeeknefs, arid Tem- 
per ipr your Guard, aijd fo of the reft, 
Ti$ likewife in your power, to inform tfye 
Man better j and fet him rigljt : For every 
one: that doe^ an ill A&ioo, is really out 
ofJiis way, and miffes his Mark, tho* he 
may not know it. Befides, what harm 
have you received ? If you examine the 
Cafe, you'll find none of thefe provoking 
Mortals have done your Mind any Dam- 
ages : Now that is the only place in which 
you are capable of being hurt. Pray where s 
the Wonder if an Ignorant Fellow has done 
IlJce himfelf? If you expe&ed other things 

Y 3 from 
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from him, you are much to blame, 
want of Sence, or Principles, might make 
you conclude upon his Misbehaviour, and 
yet, when that which was moft likely has 
happened, you fee© furpriz'd at it. Far- 
ther, when you complain of a Notorious 
Knave, you are (till more to blame* For 
tho* his Honefty might have been a Dis- 
appointment, Falfhood ought to be none: 
And what could make you oelieve he would 
baulk his Cnftom, and FancjHFor your fake? 
To goon : You have done a Rindnefs to 
fuch a Perfon, and becaufe he makes no 
Return you grow Peevifh, and Satirical up- 
on him : In earneft, This is a fign that you 
had a mercenary View, and that you were 
but a Huckfter in the Mask of a Friend $ For 
otherwife you would" haVe been fatisfied 
with a generous AdHon, and made Virtue 
her own Reward. To argue the Point a 
little : You have obliged a Man 3 'tis very 
well! What would you have more? Is 
not the Confcioufnefs of doing a good 
Office, a fufficient Confederation ? You 
have humoured your own Nature, and aft- 
ed upon your Conftitution 3 and muft you 
ftill have fomething over and above ? This 
is jufl: as if an Eye, or a Foot (hould de- 
mand a Sallery for their Service, and not 
fee a Ein, or move a Step, without fome- 
thing for jtheir Pains. For as thefe Organs 
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are contriv'd for particular FundHons, 
which when they perform, they purfue 
their Nature, and attain their perfe&ion $ 
So Man is made to be Kind, and Oblige, 
and his Faculties are ordered accordingly. 
And therefore when he does a good Office, 
and proves ferviceable to the World, he 
follows the Bent, and anfwers the End of 
his Being 5 and when he does fo, ~he moves 
fmoothly, and is always in the beft Condi- 
tion. 



B O O K X. 

I. f*\ My Soul are you evfer to be right- 
\^J ly Good, Uncompoundcd, and 
Uniform, Unmask'd, and made piore Vi- 
fible to your felf th^n the Body that hangs 
about you > Are ydu ever likely to Relifh 
Good Nature, ana General Kindnefs, as 
you ought > Will you ever t>e fully fatisfi- 
ed, get above Want, and Wiflung, and 
never defire to fetch your pleafure out of 
any Thing Foreign, either Living, or In- 
animate? Notdefiring I fay, either Time 
for longer Enjoyment, nor Place for Elbow^ 
room, nor Climate for good Air, nor the 
Mufick of good Company > Can you ab- 
ftraft your felf 'thus from the World, and 
tafce your leave of all Mortals, and be con- 

Y 4 tented 
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tented with your prefent Condition, let it 
be what it will ? And be perfuaded that 
you are fully furniCh'd, that all things will 
do well with you ; for the Gods are at the 
Head of the Adminiftration $ AncJ they 
will approve of nothing but what is for 
the beft, and tends to the Security and Ad* 
vantage of that Good, Right^Qus, Beau* 
• r T ^ Vo ^tiful, and Perfeft ^w/aw/, * which Gene- 
Book Vse& rates, and fupports all Things, and keeps 
5^8° 5 thofe Things which Decay from running 
out of Cornpafs, chat other re (enabling 
Beings may be made out of them? In 
a word, Are you ever likely to be fo hap- 
pily qualified, as to Converfe with the 
Gods, and Men in fuch a manner, as nei- 
ther to complain of them, npr be con- 
demn^ by them ? 

II. Examine what your Nature requires 
as if you had no other Law to Govern you. 
And when you have look'd into her incli- 
nations never baulk them, unlefsyour-4#i- 
m&l Nature^ or the Intereft of your Body 
are likely to be worfe for't* Then you are 
to examine what your Animal Nature or the 
Intereft of your Senfes demands 5 And 
here you may indulge your Appetite as far 
as ycu pleafe, provided your Rational Na- 
ture does not fuffer by, the Liberty, Now 
your Rational Nature admits of nothing but 
what is ferviceable to tlje reft. of Mankind 5 

Keep 
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Keep to thefe Rules and you'll have no need 
of Rambling for farther Inftru&ion. 

III. Whatever happens, yon have no 
reafonto take it ill 5 For either you have 
ftrength to bear it or you have not : If you 
have, eiert your Nature, and ne'er mur- 
mur at the matter. But if the weight is 
too heavy for you, 'twill crufti your Senfes, 
and then you won't feel it; And here you 
are to remember that to, think a Thing to- 
lerable, is the way to make it fo : Now to 
think it neceffary, is the way to think it to- 
lerable. Prefe it but ftrongly from the To- 
pjicks of Intereft, or Duty, and you will 

..go. Thorough. ..-.:■ 

" \ IV. Is any one Miftaken? Undeceive 
him Civilly, and (how hkp his Oyerfight. 

' But if you can't convince him, blame your 

'..own Management, tho' its poffible you 

"may not always defervejt. t . 
r V. Whatever happens to you, was pre- 
ordained your Lot, and that Chain ofCap- 
fes which Conftitutes Fate,, tyed your Per- 
fpn, and the -Event together, fro© all E- 
ternity. 

VI. Either Atomes and Chance , or .JVJr- 

\ ture * are Uppermoft : Now I am for the '^ 
latter part of the Disjunftlon $ and lay it 
down for a ground in the firft place, that 
I am part of that Whole, wtjich is all under 
Nature's Government. • Secondly, I am in 

fome 
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fotne meafure Related to thofe Beings 
which are of my own Order arid Species. 
Thefe Points being agreed, I (hall apply 
'them : Infomuch then as I am a part of the 
Vmverfe, I (hall never be difpleas'd with 
the General Appointment : For that can 
never be prejudicial to the parts, which is 
ferviceablc to the whole. Neither is the 
Vmverfe clogM with any Incumbrance. For 
the Nature of no Being is an Enemy to it 
• or God. felf. But the World * has this Advantage 
above other particular Beings, that there 
is nothing to Limit, or Oveivrqle it : No 
Foreign power to force it upon Unfriend- 
ly Produ&ions. Since therefore I am a 
Member of fo Magnificent a Body, and he- 
• longtofuch an Uncontrolable Sovereignty, 
I (hall freely Acquiefce in whatever happens 
to me. Farther, in as much as I have a 
particular Relation to my own Species, I 
will never do any thing againft Common 
Right, or the Intereft of Society. On* the 
other hand, I (hall make it my Bufinefs to 
Oblige Mankind, lay out my whole Life 
for the advantage of the Pfiblick, and for- 
bear all fort of Liberty which has a Ten* 
dency to' the contrary. And by holding 
to this Conduft, 1 (hall be Happy of Courfe; 
As that Burgher muft needs be who is al- 
ways plodding for the Benefit of bis Corpp- 
ration, and perfeftly fatisfied with that In- 
tereft 
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tereft and Station the Government fljall 
affign him. 

VFI. Whatever lies within the Compafs 
of the Vniverfe, muft of neceffity Corrupt 
and Decay 5 By Corruption I mean only 
Alteration. Now if this be an Evil, 'tis a 
neceffary one $ by confequence the Whole 
of Nature muft be in a bad Condition, by 
having the parts fo (lender! y put together. 
and fo very much difpos'd to Mould,er, and 
drop in pieces. And if the Cafe (lands thus, 
Natnre muft either deffgn unkindnefs to her 
felf, by making the Parts of her own Bo- 
dy" fubjeft to an unavoidable Misfortune, 
otelfe (he hudled up Things in the Dark, 
without forefeeing what would become of 
them. But both thefe fuppofitions are 
highly improbable; Now if any Man has 
a mind to leave Nature, or the Firft Caufe, 
• out of the Scheme, and affirm that Things 
follow the Make, and Tendency of thdt 
Conftitution 5 He that affirrrts this, does 
but efcpofe him felf, by granting in the firft 
place, that the Parts of the univerfe are 
made for Alteration. And then falls a 
Wondring, and Growling at Decay, arid 
Revolution $ as if fuch Accidents were Un- 
natural, and Extraordinary : pfpecially 
ftlce Things db but return whence they 
came, and fall back no' farther than their 
firft Principles. Fcfr upon the Diffolutioti 
■ of 
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of particular Bodies, either the Elements 
are fcatter'd at large, or elfe they march 
ftraight to their Head Quarters ; And that 
which is folid turns to Earth, and the par- 
ticles of Air joyn their own Element ; And 
thus they are receivd into the main Body 
of thcVniverfe$Thel)niverfelfay 9 which 
will either be deftroy'd by Fire, after a 
certain Period 3 Or elfe be renew'd by per- 
petual Viciffitudes. To return ; I woald 
not have you think that .thofe parti- 
cles of Earth, or Air, , which you have 
riow in your Conftitutipn, are the fame 
with thofe you brought into the World 
with you. Don't miftake ; . Your Body has 
been made over and over fince that time. 
The Matter which now belpngs to you is 
as it were but of yefterday's growth 5 tho* 
you have lived fo long in the World, your 
Carcafe is but a young one 5 For you have 
taken it all in at your Mouth but fomewhat 
lately: And. therefore when you perceive 
it wear off you need not be fo much trou- 
bled at the Lofs : For the Alterations in 
your Body, don't rob you of the Flefh and 
Blood you hacf from your Mother 5 but on- 
ly of fome ftelher Re^r^its of no. long 
ftanding. But fuppa& ,y,6u had ftill the 
fame Body you was^jjotn with $ t what 
y/ould you. do with it , without the benefit 
pf Change? withanft » new fupoly of 

matter 
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Matter which muft alter the Cafe, Nou- 
riftiment and Growth are perfe&ly im- 
pra&icable: Befides, Death can't be far 
off, and then both New Matter and Old, 
muft take their leave, and be fwept to 
their refpe&ive Elements *. # ** Adct - 

VIII. When you have given your felf 
the Titles of a Man of Modefty, and Good 
Nature, of Truth, and Prudence, of Re- 
fignation, and Magnanimity, take care 
that your Fraftice anfwers up to your 
Chara&er 3 And if your Diftin&ions and 
your Life Do not agree , if any of thefe 
glorious Names are loft in your Mifma- 
nagement, recover them as foon as you 
can. Remembring withal, that Prudence, 
implies Confideration, Care and Compre- 
henfive Enquiry : that to be Unanimous 
* or Refign'd, fignifies a Chearful Com- •Ta<*> W w. 
plyance with the Allotments of Providence. 
That Magnanimity imports an Elevation 
of Soul, a Noble contempt of Pleafure . 
and Pain, of Glory and Death ; and all 
thofe things which People are either fond 
or afraid of. Now if you can earn the 
Honour of this Stile, and neither fly out 
of the compafs of the Chara&er, nor yet 
defire it from other Folks, you'll be quite 
. another Man, and fteer a quite different 
Courfe from what you do at prefent. And 
indeed 'tis high time to begin: For to de- 
fire 
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fire to go on at this rate, to be polluted 
with Appetite, and Harralfed with pafif* 
on any longer, is a fencelefs and a fcanda* 
Jous wiflh. It refembles the meannefs of 
thofe poor Wretches in the Amphitheater, 
• bv Lions who when they are half devoured, * knd 
£X^ f r have nothing but Wounds left tbert, beg 
*"*• notwithftanding to be refpited till the 
Morrow 3 tho' they know themfelves only 
refer ved for the fame Teetk that tore them 
before. Aft up then to tbefe few Name* 
of Credit, and work them into the Soul 
of you. And if you find your Virtue big 
enough for the pradice, ftand your Ground, 
and think your felf Tranfported to the 
« The paw- Fortunate Iflands. * But if you are over- 
totb£t thc nratchM, and begin to give way, and pef- 
"*' ceive your Station an Impediment, e'enr 
knock off, and retire where you may ma- 
nage better. And if this won't do, yotf 
may give Life the flip 5 but then let 
tfyere be nothing of Paffion, or Hurry in 
the Manner t Walk gravely and handfom- 
ly into the other World 5 And thus the' 
laft Adion of your Life will be the only 
one worth the owning. And to remem- 
ber thofe good Qualities above mentioned 
the more effe&ually, you (hould confidcr 
that Imitation is the mod acceptable part , 
of Worfhip, and that the Gods had much 
father Mankind fbould Referable, than 

Flatter 
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Flatter them : That Operation is the right 
Proof of Nature 5 That Trees are diftin- 
guifhed by their Fruit, Dogs by the Qua- 
lities proper to their Kind 5 And thus it 
holds with Men too, who ought to quit 
that Name,unlefs they can anfwer the Idea, 
and make out their Claim by their A&ions. 
IX. Unlefs you are very careful, this 
Campaigning, Tempeftuous Life you are 
engaged in, the Liberties of your Court, 
your own Lazinefs, and the flattery of 
your Subje&s, will conftantly be doing 
you Differvice, wear out the Noble Im- 
preffions of Philofophy, and make your 
Study of Nature Infignificant How theta 
are you to manage upon all Occafions? 
In fuch a manner, as to omit neither Bufi- 
nefs nor Thinking* To be raodeft in the 
Confcioufnefs of your Improvement, but 
not fo far as to undervalue your Know- 
ledge, and keep it out of Sight. When 
you are thus welt-skiU'd both in Theory, 
and Praftice, then your Virtues will Re- 
gale you, and you'll relifh the Advantage 
of Philofophy. Then yotfll be able to un- 
derftand the Bottom of every Thing 5 To 
pronounce upon its Nature, the Ingredi- 
ents 'twas made of, and {he Weight it has 
in the World $ To calculate its Continu- 
ance, who are likely to be affe&ed with 
it, and what Powers they are which can 
*both give, and take it away. X. ^ 
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X. A Spider when (he has catched a 
Fly thinks (he has done fotne great Mat- 
ter, and fo does a Sports-man when he 
has run down a Hare, And a Fifherman 
too, when he has overeach'd a Sprat, or 
a Gudgeon : fome others, muft kill a 
Boar, or a Bear, before they can grow 
conceited 5 And a fourth fort value them- 
felves extremely upon their Hunting the 
Sarmatian Mofs Troopers : Tho' it may be, 
in this laft Cafe, if you go to the Defini- 
tion of Robbing, the one, are as much 
Thieves as the other. 

XL Sit clofely to the Study of Vhypch % 
that you may obferve the fteps, and learn 
the Hiftory of Nature, and trace the Pro- 
grefs of Bodies from one Form and Spe- 
cies to another : Contemplate often upon 
this Subjed, for there's nothing contri- 
butes fo much to Greatnefs of Mind, as a 

•seeBoak thorough Infight into thefe Matters. * He 
■"' that's rightly affe&ed with this Speculati- 
on, has in a manner laid his Body afide 
and all that belongs to it. He confiders 
that this World will quickly be over with 
him, that he muft take his leave of Man- 
kind, and remove into an other Conditi- 
on. In Confeqqpnce of thefe Thoughts, 

♦ That is ^ he is all Juftice and Refignation. *And 

Providence. ^ fof whaf p^^ ^.^ ^ ^ Qf j^ 

or pra&ife againft him, he never rainds it. 

He 
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He has but two points to fecure, that is, 
to be Honed in what he does, and con- 
tented with what he Receives f . As fortF™?** 
other Proje&s and Fancies, He has done 
with them. His Bufiaefs is only to live by 
Reafbn, and to follow that Path which 
Nature has chalk'd out for him, for in fo 
doing he has the Deity for his Guide. 

XII. What need you be Anxious about 
the Event, when you may examine the En- 
ter prize, and debate the keafonablenefs of 
it ? If you find it pra&icable and proper, . 
go on, and let nothing divert you. But if 
you can't fee through it, make a halt, and 
take the beft Advice upon the Cafe. And 
If your Meafures happen to be broken by 
fome new Emergency, make the moft of 
what is in your Power,, and always flick 
to the point of Honefty : For after all, 
that is the beft Stake in the Hedge: For, 
tho* the grand Defign may not fucceed, 
yet when 'tis fairly undertaken, and well 
managed, it makes one eafy under theMif- 
carriage : Reafon and Juftice are pleafant 
Companions 5 and thofe that keep to them, 
are always fatisfied, and in good Humour. 

XIII. When you are firft awake you may 
put this Queftion} whether another Man's 
Virtue will fignify any thing to the doing 
your BuGnefs ? No, unlefs you help your - 
felf, another Man's Mind will no more im- 

Z prove 
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prove you, than another Man's Mouth will 
nourilh you : This Thought may do you 
Service in a Morning, and help to make the 
Day more fignificant And now I think 
on't, don't forget what fort of Men thofe 
are which value tbemfelves (b much upon 
the Good or 111 Chara&cr, they give their 
Neighbours; 5 one would imagine by their 
bragging they could govern the World 
with their Tongues, and talk People into 
what Condition they had a mind to. But 
then thefe mighty Men of Satyr, andPane- 
gyrick, how fcandaloufly do they live? 
How are they overgrown, with Luxury 
and Lewdnefs? How foqlifh are their Fan- 
cies, and how unreafonable their Fears > 
How much Truth do they murther with 
their prating 5 and how often do they ftcal 
from an honeft Man, to make a Knave 
look the better ? But after all, they have 
the word on't, by abufing that Reafon 
which might have ferv'd them to fo many 
Excellent Purpofes. 

XIV. He that confiders that Nature * has 
theDifpofal of all Things, will addrefsher 
in this Language of Refpeft. Give me what 
you pleafe^ and take what you pleafe away. Tm 
contented. This is the (train of a Man bred 
to Sobriety, and Good Principles. And 
tho* the Expreffion may be extraordinary, 
there's not the leaft tin&ure of Vanity in 
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it, but it proceeds wholly from Obedience, 
and Satisfattion. 

XV. Your time is almoft over, therefore 
live as if you were retired in the^Country. 
Place fignifies nothings Virtue and Phi- 
lofophy, will thrive every where, provid- 
ed you mind yppr Bufinefs. Never run 
into a Hole, and fhun Company: No, Let 
the World have the Benefit of a Good Ex- 
ample, and look upon an honed Man $ Q 
and if they don't like him, let them knock 
him on the Head $ for 'tis much better he 
were fery'd fo, than to live at their rate of 
Difbrder. 

XVI. Notion without Praftice is Imper- 
tinence 5 fpend no more time then, in fta- 
ting the Qualifications of a Man df Virtue, 
but endeavour to get them. 

XVII. Take the whole Bulk of Matter, 
and all the Extent of Tim frequently into 
your Thoughts t And then confider that 
all particular Bodies are but a Grain in the 
Proportion of Subftance, and but the turn- 
ing of a Wimble in refpeft of Time. 

XVIIL Don't fuflPer the Appearances of 
Things to dazle your Sight, and deceive 
you: Examine them clofely, and you'll 
find them ready to decay, and tumble* 
And that all Things are made as it were to 
be unmade again, 
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XIX. Confider what an humble Figure 
the bigs;eft People make when they arc 
eating, fleeping, and doing the other coarfe 
Work of Nature, to which they are all 
condemn'd ! But then when they are in 
thtir Altitudes, in their Pomp, or in th?ir 
Paffion, ftrutting or mauling their Inferi- 
ors $ you would take them for another 
fort of Creatures, and that they fancy 
*> themfelves more than Mortal Men! And 
yet how many little Mafters did they lately 
cringe to, how mean was their Service and 
their Salary $ and what a forry Condition 

• Either by will they come to in a fhort time *. 
wD^r XX. That's beft for every Man which 

God fends him ; and the time of his (end- 
ing too, is always a Circumftance of Ad- 
vantage. 

XXI. The Earth y as the Poet has if, 

• Eurip. * loves the Refrejhmnt of a Sharper \ and the 

Clouds , when they are louden, love to fend 
it. And the World loves to execute the 
Decrees of Fate 5 and therefore fay I to 
d£cu rovi " the World, * your Inclinations and mine 
(hall always bt the fame. 

XXII. Either you will take the Benefit 
of Cuftom, and keep to your old Courfeof 
Life, or you'll ftep farther into the World, 
as your Fancy {hall lead you, or elfe Death 
will give you your Quietus eft, one of thefe 
Cafes muft happen, therefore be not dif- 
coufaged. XXIII. 
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XXIII. Take it for a Rule, that Philo- 
ibphy is every where Pra&icable $ And that 
there's no fuch great Matter in Retirement. 
A Man may be Wife and Sedate in a crowd, 
as well as in a Defart, and keep the Noife 
of the World from getting within him : In 
this Cafe ^r Plato obferves,* the Walls of*n*«> 
a Town, and the Inclofure of a Sheep-fold, T ~* tct ' 
may be made the fame thing. 

XXIV. How does ray Mind (land aflFeft- 
ed> What Condition is my Undemand- 
ing in, and to whatUfes do I put it } Does 
not Thought and Reafon run low with 
ine ? Am I not grown felfifh, and broken 
loofe from the General Intereft > Is not my 
Soul as it were melted into my Senfej, and 
perfe&ly govern'd by them ? 

XXV*. He that runs away from his Ma- 
tter is a Fugitive $ now the Law * is every • The u* 
Man's Mafter, and therefore he thatTranf-or gSTj 
greffes it is a Defertor. And under this 
Charafter we may range all thofe that are 
diffatisfied with the AJminiftration of the 
World § Angry at what is paft, and Unea- 
fy about the Future : For thefe People 
were it in their Power would fet afide that 
Tuftice which gives every one his Due, and 
jbreak through the Orders of Providence. 

XXVI. The Formation of the Faetus, is 
a great Subjed for Contemplation : The 
^rft Principles of Life are extremely flen- 

l 3 <Jer f 
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der, and Mytferious 5 And yet Nature 
works them up into a ftrange Increafe of 
Bulk, Diverfity, and Proportion. And af- 
ter the Birth is over, the Iniant is fupport. 
ed by throwing a little Nourifhment down 
the Throat on't. And here the Force and 
Conduft of the Operation is extraordina- 
ry. For what can be more furprizing than 
to fee fuch wonderful Effe&s from fo Un- 
promifing a Caufe > To fee Growth and 
Motion, and Strength and Beauty 5 all the 
Fun&ions and Force, and Ornament of the 
Creature; fprout out of a little Pap, or 
Gruel } Thefe things tho* they are wrought 
in the Dark, and we can't trace them with 
our Senfes, no more than we can the Cau- 
fes of Gravitation 5 For all this, our Un- 
derftandings may reach a great way 5 and 
difcover the Miracles of Providence tho* 
not the Manner of their Performance. 

XXVII. You'll do well to remember that 
the World is juft as it was formerly, and 
will go on at the fame rate, when you are 
Dead and gone. If you either Dip into Hi* 
ftory, or recoiled your own Memory, you'll 
perceive the Scenes of Life ftralngely Uni? 
form, and nothing but the Old Plays re- 
viv'd. Take a view of the Courts of Adri- 
an^ Antoninus Pius, of Philip of Macedon 
or Crtfus; And you ? ll find the Grimace, 
and Entertainment the dupe, only the A& 
for* a jre different XXyiil. 
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XXVIII. He that (buggies with his For- / 
tune and makes an Affliction on't, is much 
like a Hog that Kicks, and Cries out when 
his Throat is cutting : And he that Mourns 
privately over himfelf when he is Sick, is 
not much better. We (hould confider that 
we are tyqd to the Chains of Fate, that all 
Accidents are inevitable, that none but Ra- 
tional Creatures have the privilege of Mov<- 
ing Freely, and making Neceffity a Choice: 
All other Things are forc'd onward, and 
Drag'd along to their Doom. 

XXIX. Confider the fatisfaftions of Life 
fingly, and examine them as they come 
up 5 And then ask your felf, if Death is 
fuch a terrible Bugbear in taking them 

from you * > \0SS£. 

XXX. When any Bodies Misbehaviour 
difturbs you, difmifs the Image of the In- 
jury, and bethink your felf whether you 
have not been guilty of the feme Fault ; 
For Inftance, whether you ha/e not over- 
valued Money, or Pleafure, or Fame, or 
the like. Such Reflexions will quickly make 
you cool, and come to a Temper 5 efpeci- 
ally if you confider the OfFendor was not 
altogether his own Man, but under the 
force of fome untoward Paffiop or other j 
You would do well therefore, if you can, 
to ftep intotheRefcue, and free him from 
fhe Caufe of his Diforder. 

Z4 -xx^r. 
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XXXI. When you confider Satyrion the 

Socrdtijl, think upon Eutyches, or Hymen $ 

J^ * And when you remember Euphrates 9 think 

Sroughout u P° n Eutychion^ or Sylvanus ; And when 

th» Enume- Alciphron comes into your Head, carry your 

ration, de- *_*« •* • ,_, / j i ' 

notes a phi- Thoughts to Tropsophorus 3 and when you 
Au P h^d are mufing upon Xtnophon^ or O/V*, let Se- 

to^ourl wnKf come into f ^ c Contemplation 5 And 
**£ ( t ^ e c ° fe when you make your felf the Subje&of 
Uo Vre e your Meditations, bring fome of the Em- 
^ow^perours your Predeceflors into your Com- 
pany $ And thus fet the Dead and the Liv- 
ing of the fame Chara&er, and Profeffion, 
always one againft another, then ask the 
Qu eft ion ; where are thofe Men that made 
fuch a Figure formerly } The Anfwer will 
be, they are no where, or at leaft no where 
that I know of. Thus you'll be ftrongly 
convinced that Men are but Smoak, and 
• Bubbles 3 They Vanifh as they Rife, and 
break foon after the Swelling : And this 
ImpreffionVill go the deeper, if you con- 
fider that what is once perifh'd and Sunk, 
•v,u An-- will never come up again exa&ly. * As for 
****** your (hare of Time : 'tis but a Moment in 
Cbmparifon; Why then can't you manage 
that little Handfomly, and be fatisfied ) 
What a Noble opportunity of Improve- 
ment do you run away from > For what 
are all the Revolutions of Nature, and the 
Accidents of Life, but Tryals of Skill, and 

Exer* 
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Exercifes of Reafon > A wife Man that has 
look'd through the Caufes of Things, 
makes but a Diverfion of them.. Go on 
then, with the Theory and Pra&ice of Phi- 
lofophy, till you have digefted theSubjed, 
and conquered the Difficulty 5 For I would 
have you be like a ftrong Stomach, that 
mafters all fort pf Diet, and makes Nou- 
rilhment of it 5 Or if you pleafe, like a Fire 
well kindted, whjich catches upon every 
thing you throw in, and turns it into 
Flame and Brightnefs. 

XXXII, Put it out of the Power of 
Truth to give you an ill Chara&er 5 And 
if any Body reports you not to be an Ho- 
nefl:, or a Good Man , let your Pra&ice 
;ive him the Lye : This is all very feafi- 
>Ie : For pray who can hinder you from 
being Juft, Sincere, and Good Natur'd 
if you have a mind to it ? To make all 
fure, you (hould refolve to live no longer 
than you can live Honeftly ^ For, in ear- 
ned, you had much better be nothing, 
than a Knave. 

XXXIIL What is it which is moft pro- 
per to be faid, or done, upon the pre- 
sent Occafion ? That Queftion I confeft 
is pertinent, but let it be what it will, Im 
fure 'tis in your power to come up to't 5 
and therefore never pretend it impractica- 
ble. You'l never leav$ Grumbling \ and 

Growl- 
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Growling till you have brought your 
Fancy to your Philofophy , till you can 
pra&ife Virtue with a Guft , and make 
your Duty your Pleafure : And why yon 
(hould not do this I can't imagine 5 For 
the Pra&ife of Virtue is nothing but Hu- 
mane Powers naturally fet on work ; Tis 
only putting the Wheels in the motion 
they were contriv'd for, and going juft as 
you were Made. Now Nature's po ft ures 
are always eafie, and which is more, no- 
thing but your own Will, can put yon 
out of them. The Motion of a Cylinder 
may be ftopt, Fire and Water may be 
check'd in their Tendency, and fo may a- 
ny part of the Elementary, Vegetative, and 
Animal World 5 In this Cafe a great many 
Obftru&ions may interpofe. But there's 
nothing can block up a Soul, (top the 
Courfe of Reafon, or hinder a Thought 
from running in the right Channel. He 
that confiders the irrefiftible Liberty of 
the mind, that (he moves as eafily as Fire 
does upwards, as a Stone downwards , as 
a Cylinder on a fmooth Defcentj will 
trouble his head about nothing farther. 
For all other Impediments proceed either 
from the Body, which he looks upon ra- 
ther as a Carkafs, than a Companion , or 
elfe they are founded in Opinion, and qn- 
lefs we betray our felvps, and defert our 



■**■ 
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Reafon, can do us no manner of Mifchief : 
Otherwife, HI Fortune, as 'tis commonly 
call'd, would make a Body an ill Man : 
For all other Produftidns of Nature, or 
Art, when any harm happens to them 
they are certainly the worfe fort : But 
here a Man is the better for what he fufFers, 
He improves his Value, and raifes his 
Chara&er, by making a right ufe of a 
Rugged Accident. In (hort I would have 
» you remember, that no Burgher can re- 
ceive any Damage by that which does not 
Affeft his Corporation 5 Neither can the 
Community fuffer, unlefs the Laws , by 
t which 'tis Go vern'd , are broken , and 
fuffer too : But thefe Misfortunes as they 
are call'd, don't violate the Conftitution 5 
nor break in upon the Laws, therefore they 
don't Damage the Corporation $ nor by 
confequence any Member in it *. • *y * e c£ - 

XXXiV He that's well Tinftur'd wkh£*£3T 
Philofophy heeds but a (hort Receipt : A me^TSe 
common Cordial will keep up fuch a Man's gu&S 
Spirits, and expel the Cold from his Heart. ^^ 
A Verfe or two out of Homer will ferve for provide**. 
a Hint, and do his bufinefs. Let the Po- **?£. $ " . 
fit fpeak. 

Men are like Leaves in Verdure and Decay, 
As Spring fuppUs what Autumn blows away, 
So Mortals fade* and fiourijh in their 
1 Turns** < " * W*- >v 
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You fee how flenderly Humane Felicity 
is put together, your Children are but 
Leaves upon the Matter, a little blaft may 
take them' from you. The frefheft Lau- 
rels wither apace , and the, Ecchoes of 
Fame are foon filenced $ And which has 
fome'Comfort, fo is Cenfure and Reproach 
too. All thefe Matters like Leaves 
have their Spring for Crowing , then a 
puff of Wind fends them packing, and 
quickly after the Wood is new furnifh'd a- 
gain. Things are ftrangely (hort-liv'd 5 
And yet your Appetites, and Fears Grafp, 
and Scamper at that rate, as if all was E- 
verlafting. But for all your haft, your 
Head will be laid in a fhort time , and 
then he that is your chief Mourner , will 
quickly want another for himfelf. 

XXXV. An Eye that's ftrong and right- 
ly difpos'd, is indifferent to all Colours, 
therefore if it calls for Greens, 'tis a fign 
'tis weak and out of order : Thus when 
the Hearing and Smelling are in a good 
condition, they don't pick and chufe their 
Obie&s, but take in all manner of Scents 
ana Sounds, thus a ftrong Stomach dis- 
patches all that comes into it, like a Mill 
that Grinds all fort of Grain. And thus a 
Mind that's Sound, and Healthy is prepa- 
red to Digeft all forts of Accidents 5 And 
therefore when 'tis clamorous in fucfyWifk 
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es as thefe, that my Children may Live 
and rldurijhy that I may be every Bodies Fa- 
vourite, and be commended for every thing I 
doe: Wheni the Mind I fay is thus fickly 
and untoward, 'tis juft like an Eye that's 
all fer Green Colours, and like a fet of 
Teeth that would touch nothingby their 
Goodwill, but Flummery, and Padding. 

XXXVI. There's no Body fo Happy in 
his Family and Friends, but that fome of 
them when they fee him going, will wilh 
for a good Riddance, and almoft keep a 
Holy Day for his Death : Let him be a 
Perfon of never fo much Probity and Pru- 
dence, do you think fome Body or other 
won't drop fome of thefe Sentences over his 
Grave. Well ! Our Man of Order and Gra- 
vity is gone ', we fhall now be no more troubled 
with his Difcipline I I can't fay he was III- 
naturd to any of us : But for all that, Vm 
fenfible he difliked our Management in his 
Heart. This is the beCk Treatment a Good 
Man muft expeft. But alas ! as for our 
Conduct, how many Reafons will People 
mufter up to be rid of us> If you confider 
this when you are dying, you'll quit with 
the lefs'Relu&ance. Say then to your felf, 
4 1 am leaving an odd fort of World, where 
€ the (harers in my Fortune, and the Ob- 
* jefts of my Care and Kindnefe, tfaofePeo- 
' pie for whom I have drudg*d, and con* 

' triv'd, 
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" c triv'd, and wifli'd fo heartily, count my 

* Life no better than a Grievance, ana 

* would fain be (hut of me $ Now who 

* would be fond of ftaying in fuch Compa- 
*ny any longer,? However, this Thought 
muftnot go fo deep as to four your Hu- 
mour. You muft keep your Temper, and 
part frigidly with every Body 5 but then 
your Good Nature muft not make you hang 
back: For as when a Man has an eafy 
Death, the Soul Aides gently out of the 
Body, and takes her leave without Tugg- 
ing 5 fo you muft walk off handfomely, 
and bid the World adieu without Regret. 
'Tis true, Nature has twifted your Intc- 
refts, and tied you together, but now {he 
loofens the Knot, and makes the fign to 
Difingage. I'll part then with the World 
as with my Friends and Relations, but for 
all my Kindnefs I won't be dragg'd from 
them : No, Providence would have me 
move freely, and therefore Til do it. 

XXXVII. Let it be your conftant Me r 
thod to look into the Defign of Peoples 
Aftions, and fee what they would be at, as 
often as 'tis Pra&icable 5 And to make this 
Cuftom the more fignificant, praftice it 
firft upon your felf. 

XXXVIII. Remember that which pulls 
and hales you from one Paffion to another, 
is no External Force, but your Fancy with- 
in 
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in you. There lies the Rhetorick that per- 
fuades you ; That's the Live Thing, and 
to fpeak plainly, that's the Man, after all. 
Bat when you talk of a Man, I would not 
have you tack Flefh and Blood to the No- 
tion ; nor thofe Limbs neither which are 
made out on t : Thefe are but Tools for 
the Soul to work with, and no more a part 
of a Man, than an Ax or a Plain, is a piece 
of a Carpenter: Tis true, Nature has 
clewed them together, and they grow as 
it were to the Soul, and there's all the Dif- 
ference. But the ufe of them depends fole- 
ly upon the Mind : Tis the Will that ei- 
ther checks, or lets them a going. They 
have but the Force of Inft r uraents, and fig- 
nify no more without foreign Direction, 
than a Shuttle, a Pen, or a Whip, which 
will neither Weave, nor Write, nor Lalh 
the Horfes, without fome Body to manage 
them. 



BOOK XL 

TH E Properties of a Rational Soul are 
thefe. She has the Privilege, to 
took into her own Nature, to cut out her 
Qualities, and Form her felf to what Tem- 
per (he pleafes : She enjoys her Produft, 
(whereas Trees and Cattle, bring Plenty 

for 
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for other Folks. ) Whether Life proves 
long or (hort, (he gains the Ends of Living. 
Her Bufinefs is never maim'd by Interrup- 
tion, as it happens in a Dance,' or a Play * 
No, (he is never furpriz'd, her Perform- 
ances are (truck out at a Heat, and always 
finifhed and entire; So that (he may (ay 
with Modefty enough, I have fuft&ind no 
Damages^ but carry off all that belongs to 
we. Farther, She ranges through the whole 
World, views its Figure^ looks into the 
•Thesto- Vacuum on the out-fide on't, * and ft retches 
nedtKnon to an unmeafurable length of Time: 
**?££* She contemplates the Grand Revolutions 
r^oTV-Of Nature, and how the Vniverfe will be 
<H»m % rfut deftroy'd, f and renewed at certain Peri- 
•nium"S?«f ' ods : She confiders that there will be no- 
ftan h ceorBo- thing new for Pofterity to gaze at 5 And 

t y By con- l ^ at our Anceftors flood upon the (ame 
actions. Level for Obfervation : That all Ages are 
Uniform, and of a Colour, in fo much 
that in forty Years time, a tolerable Ge- 
nius for Senfe and Enquiry, may acquaint 
himfelf with all that's pajl, and all that's 
to come. Laftly, Tis the Property of a 
Rational Soul, to love her Neighbours, to 
be remarkable for Truth and Sobriety $ To 
prefer nothing to her own Dignity and 
Authority, which is likewife theCuftom 
and Prerogative of a Law $ And thus far 
the Quality and Meafurqs of right Reafon, 
and publick Juflice are the (ame. IL 
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II. The way to defpife the Pleafure of 
a fine Song, a well-performed Dance, or 
the Olympick Exercifes, is as follows: As 
for the Song, take the Mufkk in pieces, 
and examine the Notes by themfelves, and 
ask as you go along, Is it this^ or this Jingle 
founds thdt has fubdued me ? You'll be a- 
ftiam'd to confefs the Conqueft, and fo get 
clear of the Charm. Thus* to leffen the 
Diverfion of Dancing, confider every* 
Movement and Gefture, apart. And this 
Method will hold withRefpe& to theO 
lympick Exercifes. * In (hort, All other En-*^£ 
tertainments but thofe of Virtue abate by wrewing, 
taking them afunder,and therefore apply ^Tpuying 
the Expedient to all other parts of yourj^"** 
Life. 

III. What a brave Soul is that, that's 
always prepaid to Walk out of the feody, 
and unconcern'd about her being either 
extinguifh'd, f fcatter'd or remov'd } Pre* £JJ£ A ? 1 
pared I fay upon Judgment, and not out of*" 1 **' 
mere Obftinacy like the || Chriftians 3 To "The true 
recommend the Example, this Fortitude ?bTa&fl£ 
mutt have nothing of Noife or Oftentation, ™6c™ 
but be carried on with a Solemn Air of^^^ 
Gravity, and Cohfideration. roar. 

IV. Have I obliged any Body, or done 
the World any Service $ If fo, the A&iori 
has rewarded me 3 This Anfwer will en- 
courage Good Nature, therefore let it al. 
ways be at Hand. A a V. 
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V. What may your Trade or Ptofretfion 
be > T is to live like a Kfan of Virtoe and 
Probity. And how clan this end be 
better compafs'd, tbim by the Contempla- 
tion of the Nature of the World, and of 
Mankind In particular 3 and the Influence 
the one has upon the Afiarrs of the o- 
ther. 

V r. As to Dramatick Perfcwnantes; Tra- 
gedy appear'd firft. the Defign of them 
was to mow the Misfortunes of Life were 
Cuftomary and Common. That tbifc the 
Fi&idn might reconcile them to the Re- 
ality 5 and that what diverted them upon 
the Stage, might furprize them die left 
when they met with it in the World. 
Thus People fee there's no living without 
Accidents $ Mortifications, and fervere ones 
too, will happen 5 Kings and : Princes can't 
ftand clear of them. And ib give the 
Stage-Poets their due, they have lbme 
fententious and ferviceable 'Paffages 5 as 
for Inftance, 

If I, and mine, are by the Gods negtetfed f 
There's reajbnfor their Rigour. 
Again, \ 

Ne'er quarrel Accidents, fir TUthgs 'are 

f*Bt, 
And don't regard your Anger 5 

Once 
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Once more $ 

Fate Mows dawn Life like Corn., this 

Mortal falls 7 « 
And t'other ft and* a while *. Hyp&. 

Set* Book 

Thefe Inftances may fuffice, otherwife l4i.4». 
might go on with them : Next to Tragedy . 
Ola Comedy took a turn upon the Stage $ ' 
And here Pride and Ambition was lafli'd 
and pointed at, with great Freedom and 
Authority,* and not without fome Succefs* 
And for this Reafon, Diogenes fbmetimes 
made ufe of the Poet's Difcipline. You 
are now to obferve that Middle ComedySuc- 
ceeded to theOld, and the New to the Mid- 
dle 5 This laft kind finking by degrees to 
the Buffoonry of the Mimi. Tis true, # ;t\% v** . 
thefe are fome ufeful Expreffions to be met v«io? b A« 
with even here: But then you are to con-^S 01 
fider the Tendency of the whole Poeto, and a p 1 ^ t £. 
What thefe Dramatick Diverfions drive at upon W 

4 ^ , a- Companion 

In General *. he pre** 

VII. Nothing is clearer to me than tMJ£ % 
the Principles you go upon f are as good £*.»*£ 
a Fouhda tion for Philofophy, and Improve- £"^ , 
inenf , as are to be met with in any other i^pkafSX 
Sea whatfoever. d ^ . S^S? 

VIIL A Bough by being lopp'd offfwnh^**- 
Another, muft of NecefTity be lopp'd from ™* «* 
the whole Tree i Thus a Man that breaks "£tcm«r 
with another lofes the Benefit of the whole^gS? 

Aal Com- 
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Community. Tis true a $ough is lopp'd off 
by a Foreign Hand 5 But this Moral Am- 
putation is all Voluntary ; Tis the Man 
^ that pulls himfelf afunder by his untoward 

Averfion to his Neighbour : He little thinks 
by this unhappy Divifion, hovv he Difin- 
corporates himfelf from the Body of Man- 
kind ! And here theGoodnefs of God who 
founded this Society is extraordiniary. He 
has put it in our Power to grow to 
the Limb we left, and come 'again into 
the Advantage of the main Body. But if 
this Misfortune is often repeated, 'twill be 
a hard Matter to reftore the Part, and clofe 
the Divifion. For as Gardiners obferve, 
a Bough cut off and GrafFed in again, is 
not in the fame good Condition with 
another which always Flourifh'd upon the 
Trunk $ For, tho* the firft does not grow 
out of its Kind, yet it fufFers fomewhat in 

* S 8 C i£ok * ts Fi g ure anc * Beauty *. 

» h. IX. Never grow four upon Peoples Ma- 

lice, or Impertinence : Can they beat you 
off your Reafon, or flop your Progreft in 
Virtue $ Not at all. . Be not then Difcon- 
certed, nor check your Good- nature to- 
wards them. If you meet with Oppositi- 
on and Ill-will, you muft neither be Di- 
verted, nor Difturb'd, but keep your Point, 
and your Temper too. For as 'tis a Weak- 
nefs to lofe your Spirits, and be thrown 

off 
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off your Condud, fo 'tis likewife to be 
angry with Impertinent People : Upon 
the whole ; They are both a fort of De- 
ferters from Providence, who are either 
frightenM from their Duty, or. fallout 
with thofe of their own Nature , and 
Family* ;*£? 

X. Nature falls ftiort of Art in no In- 
ftance j Art being but an Imitation of Na- 
ture $ ;Af\& if fo, the raoft perfeft and 
beft Furnifttf, Nature can't be fuppos'd to 
work with lefs Reach tbaii a common Ar- 
tificer* Now in all Arts the Lefs in value 
are contriy-d for the fajce of the Greater $ 
This therefore is the method of General 
Nature, or the Firft Caufe : And upon 
this Ground Juftice is founded , which 
confifts.fri a Regard, and Preference of 
.Things according to their Dignity and 
Worth. The other Vertues are likewife 
Governed by this Rule, and are but Afts 
of Juftice differently applyed. But Juft 
we can never be, if we are Eager .and 
Anxious about External Advantages, if 
we are apt to be impos'd on, and grow 
heedlefs, and ioconftant in our Motion, 

XL Averfions and Defires are the ge* 

neral occafions of Difturbance ; Now fince 

.the Obje&s of thefe Paffions don't prefs 

.upon you, but 'tis you that make up to 

J^em irj fomp njpafure, whereas they ftand 

A a 3 off, 
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I S i^ 9 k °ff, and keep their Diftancc? *yonr rife* 
BA**. Xi . thod is therefore, to let your Opinion about 
them lye ftill 5 This fufpenfion of your 
Judgment, will bring you towards an Ih+ 
difference. ^ And then yotfl ikkfeer put* 
fue, nor avoid them any longef . 

XII. The Figure of the Soul , as We 
may call it, is then round and Uniform, 
when Che neither Reaches after any tfeitig 
Foreign 5 nor flirinks in, out <5f C0#fcr- 
dize and Fear : When her ftrpfe¥£lcitt fe 
thus Even, the Li^ht plays bfetffcfr ttpoh 
her : the profpeft of truth and Nattffe 
is enlarged 5 and flie fpeis the Wdfld, *** 
her fclf to the moft Advantage. 

XIII. Does any one defplfeifife>Whart 
that to me > I'll take c£fe not to give fifto 
any Reafon for his Contempt. D6fc$ any 
one hate me > It may be fb 5 I (haft't con- 
cern my felfabout.lt. And mote than 
jthar, another Man's Malice (hall he*6r fpofl 
fry temper : I'll continue Kind and good 
Humour'd to all the World, even to the 
In juriotis Perfon himfelf. Ytn always , rea- 
dy to (hew him his Error, without Ruf- 

hif&cecu"' fling, or making a Merit of my ofrp P&r 
h?ss c o h n r ^»ence 5 But frankly, and with all the 
'GriSge V Cordial Sincerity imaginable, as * Vhocitm 
gainft the feem'd to behave himfelf towards the Ar 
tepvfo'g thenians ; Indeed your Mind Thould ft!* 
Kfcp/i*. ways be fo difpos ? d, as to beftfthe nar- 

♦■•••■ roweft 

; •• ff 
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rowel Jnfpectiqn, that the God's may 
eiqmjne yo« with fleafure, arid perceive 
thatyouare neither Angry, nor Uneafy 
at any Thing. Now if you follow the 
Current of your Natufe, an4 do a hand- 
fome Aflion , whete's the Hf m ° n 't? 
What are you unwilling to fubroit to firo- 
vid'ence i Tp comply with the Intereft of 
the Tjpiiferfe, wflen yqu Know you were 
rn^de on purpplp £or*t. 

XIV. Beopje generally Pefpife, where 
they Flatterj Acid, cringe to trjofe they 
would gladly overtop, fo that Truth, and 
Ceremony, are two Things. 

XV". Hoiy futfame, and hollow does 
.that -Man IqoK that cryes, JV refoh'd to 
deal dearly with j/ffu : Heark you Friend, 
what need of all thisFlouriih? Let your 
Afiions ipeak : To go to the right on't, 
your Face ought to vouch for you , and 

fqur Sincerity be legible upon your Fore- 
ead. I would have Vertue look out of ' 
the Eye, no lefs apparently than Love 
does : t would have Honefty fo incorpo- 
rated with the Conftitution, fo mixed up 
with the Blood"and Spirits, that it Ihould 
he difcoverable by the Senfes, and as ea- . 
,fily diftmguiQVd as.Ranknefs, or a ftrong 
Breath; fo that a Man muft.be forced 
to find it out whether he would or no. 
But on the other fide, an Affectation of 
A a 4 being 
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being Real, is an unto ward pretence : No* 
thing is more fcandalous than f alfe Friend- 
ship, and therefore of all things avoid it. 
In Abort 5 A Man of Integrity and Good- 
Nature can never be coriceal'd, for bis 
Chara&er is wrought into his Countenance. 
XVI. To beftow no more upon Obje&s 
than they deferve, and where Things are 
Indifferent to let our Thoughts be fo too, 
is a noble Expedient for Happinefs 5 The 
way to come up to this Indifferency, is 
to look Through Matters, and take them 
* sec se<?. quite afunder: * Remembring always 
*' that Things can't Charge into the Son!, 

nor force us upon any Opinions about 
them ; They ftand Aloof, and are qqiet 5 
Tis our Fancy that makes them Operate 
and Gall us 5 Tis we that Rate them and 
give them their Bulk, and Value 5 And 
yet tis in our Power to let it alone 5 And 
if any falfe Colours are laid on by fur- 
prize, we may rub them out if We pleafe : 
We are likewife to confider that this Trou* 
ble won't laft, that Death will Relieve us 
quickly 5 where then is the difficulty of 
(landing upon our Guard a little while } 
If therefore your Circumftances put you 
in a way of Improvement, and there's any 
fhing to be made out of them, bid them 
heartily welcome, and then your Incli- 
nation will o^ke you ?afie 2 But if they 
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prove unmanageably crofs, (which by 
the way is. a wrong Supposition, ) took 
out for fomethiing that's more ferviceablfe 
to the Dignity of your Nature 3 And ne- 
ver let Infamy ■ or being Unpopular, def- 
ter you from the Purfuit. For certainly 
every Man may take leave tcF make him- 
felf Happy if he cari. 

XVII. Con&ter the Original of all 
Things, the Matter they are made of $ 
the Alteration* they mufttun through, 
and the Qualities conrequent upon't 3 And 
that all this Inftability of Nature has no 
mariner of harm itft. r ' : " 

XVTII. Cpnceriiing thofe that offend, 
and Difoblige you, confider. in the Firft 
place, the Relation you ftand in towards 
them, and that you are all made for each 
other. And as for your_own part y#a 
are particularly fet at the Head of die 
World $ And like a Ram in a Flock, de- 
Ggn'd for Defetice and -Protection. You 
may go higher in your Reafoning if you 
pleafe, and confider that either Chance, or 
Providence Governs the TJniverfe 5 if the 
latter, then the Coarfer parts of the Cre- 
ation were made for the Service of their 
Betters 5 And thefe laft for the Intereft and 
Support of each other. 

Secondly 5 - confider how wretchedly 
They mifmanage their own Bufinefs, and 

how 
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how far they spe gone in Luxury, and Li- 
bertinifm, cfpecially youftuould remember 
what ftrong Prejudices they lye under, 
how confident they are in their Miftakes, 
and with what fatisfadion thpy play jtl* 
Pool. 

Thirdly $ Confider that if thpfe that 
difoblige you, are in the RJgfrt, you fyye 
210 reafon to be Angry s .Apt if they $re in 
the wrong, 'rtis becaufc th$y know no bet- 
ter. They are under the Neceflfry jgf tbdr 

, own Ignorance. For as all Error is WW* 
Junta ry 3 fo no body WQflW tefieq tipfr 
felves fo much as to mifp either Hooefty, 
or Good Manners, if they were rightly a- 
ware out. fani thus we feePeopie won't 
endure the Charge of Avarice, Ingratitude, 
or Knavery, without being ftuag at tije 

. Imputation. 

Fourthly $ Don't forget you are like the 
reft of the World, and Faplty your felf in 

if great many Inftances^ That t^o* yqa 
may forbear running Riot in fome Cafqs, 

* 'tis not for want of an inclination : And 
that nothing 'but Go>varcUze, Vanity, pr 
feme fuch fcandalous Principle, hinders 
you from breaking out. 

Fifthly, That 'tis fonjetipie$-a har4 Wgtr 
ter to be certain whether you have recc- 
ed ill ufage or not : For Men's, Aft ipns of- 
tentimes look worfe than *t hey $xe ; And 

one 
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one muft be throughly inferitfd of a great 
many things before be can be rightly qua* 
lified to give Judgment m tfoe Cafe. 

Sixthly, When you are nroft Angry and 
Oall'd, remember that Humane Life lafti 
but a Moment, and that we (hail all of u$ 
▼efy (prickly, be laid in our Graves. 

Seventhly, Coofider that 'tis not other 
Peoples Attiohs, ( for they are lodgM at 
Home, and are neither Good, nor Bad to 
any but thofe that do them, ) which di- 
frurbus, but only onr own Opinions about 
them. Do but then dtfmifs thefe Notions, 
and don't fancy the Thing a Grievance, 
And your Paffion will ceafe immediately. 
But how can this Fancy be Dlfcharg'd > 
tty considering that bare (offering, has no- 
thing of Infamy or Scandal in't. Now un- 
lets you reftrain the Notion of EvH to 
What is Scandalous and Difttoneft, your 
owm Vertue will grow precarious, and 
you'll be under a Neceffity of doing a great 
*nany un warrantable Things *. • see Book 

Eighthly, Confider that our Anger and ' *• 
f tapatience often proves much more Mlfc 
cfaievous, than the Provocation could pof- 
•fibly have done. 

Ninthly, ThafGentfcneft and Good Hu> 
tiiour are invincible, provided they aretff 
*be right Stamp, without any thing of Hy- 
pocrify, or Grimace. Tfaisis the way to, 

J • • Tit farm 
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DHarm the moft Barbarous, and Savage : 
Aconftancy in Obliging Behaviour, will 
make the moft OGtragious Perfon a&am'd 
of his Malice : The worftBody imaginable 
can't find in his Heart to do you any Mif- 
chief, if you continue kind and 'unmov'd 
under ill Ufage, if you (hike in with the 
right opportunity for Advice 5 If when he 
is going to do you an ill Turn, you endea- 
vour to recover hisUnderftanding, and re* 
trieve his Temper in fuch gentle. Language 
as this* Prithee Child be quiet 9 Men wen 
never wade. to worry one another } In earntft 
if you go on, my dear Friend^ you'll have the 
worjt ont 5 As fir my part r J}m proof agaiufi 
every Thing, but my own Polly. Then Pro- 
ceed to ;lluftrate the Point and let your 
Arguments be General and Inoffenfive: 
Shew him that Brutes are upon better Terms 
than this comesto $ That 'tis not the cu- 
ftom of Bees to fpend their Stings upon 
their own kind, nor of one Herd of Cat- 
tle to draw up againft another.* And let 
all this be done out of ftarkLove and Kind- 
nefs, without any thing of Bantering or 
Biting : You muft like wife ftand clear of 
Vanity in your addrefs 3 Don't feem to 
flQurifli upon theSubie&> as if you were 
Reclaiming in the Schools, and Courting 
the Audience for Commendation : If there 
is ?ny Company, ne'er fet yppr (elf off to 

them ? 
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them : But Difcourfe him with as little 
Straining and Affe&ation, as if there was 
no body but himfelf. 

Lay up thefe Nine Heads in your Memo- 
ry with as much Care as if they were a 
Prefent from the Nine Mufes : for tiow 
'tis high time to begin to be a Man for 
your .Life time. And here you muft take 
care to Guard againft Flattery, as well as 
Anger 5 For thefe are both unferviceable 
Qualities, and do a great deal of Mifchief 
in the World. And for a farther preferva- 
"tive againft the latter, remertiber that 
Frowardnefs and Rage are Marks of an 
Unmanly Difpofition. Mildnefs and Tem- 
per are not only more Humane, but more 
Mafculine too : One thus AfFefted appears 
much more brave, and firm, and better 
fbrtified, than he that's fuming, and out 
of forts. For impaffibility is an argu- 
ment of Greatnefs 5 And he that has the 
leaft Feeling in thefe Cafes, has always 
the moft ftrength : On the other hand, 
as Grief is a (ign of Weaknefs, fo is Anger 
too; A Man is wounded in both thefe 
Paffions, and the fmart is too big for him. 
As you have received thefe Nine Pre- 
cepts from the Mufes ^ take this Tenth if 
you pleafe, from their Prefident and In- 
ftruftor Apollo : That to wi(h all People 
" may not do ill Things is to wi(h an impof- 
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Gbility, and no .better than a pica oi 
Diftra&ion. But then to give them km 
to plague other Folks, and defire to k 
privileged your feif, is a Foolifli wi 
Haughty expeftation. 

XIX. There are four ill Qualities it 
• u 5^ r the muft be particularly careful to avoid* 
Em^rour ^ and pull them up as faft as we find thai 
pki^fnei s> *grow in our Heads : and undertake tha 
?ui a ,Vas they rife in this fafhion. This fiaf 
«mp^C fa y) is Groundlefs and Unnecefltrr: 

This rough behaviour makes Society d 
Correfpondence imprafticable i T&fr 
tfaer is but a Copy of your Countemaci 

•See Booky OU can » t fc y jj from y QUr jj^rt * . tyy 

this is a very badChara&er. There's Tbtf 
of them : And whatever you arc conft 
ous degrades t&e Diviner part ofyfl, 
makes your Mind Truckle to your Body^od 

your Reafon to your Pleafures, lookup* 
that as the Fourth. 

XX. Thofe Particles of Fire and A 
which are lodg d in your Body, notwW» i 
(landing their Tendency to Mount, fubni 
to the Laws of the Univerfe^ ftick clofew 
your Conftitution, and keep the reft of tk 
Elements Company* Again, the Earthly, 
and Watry Part in you, tho' they na» 
rally prefs downwards, are raifed abort 
their Level, and ftand pois'd in a Foreign 
Region : Thus the Elements ferve the Ifr 

tend 
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tcreft of the World. And tho* they feem to 
ftand bent and uneafie, they keep their 
Pbft, till the Signal is given to march off 
and foparate. And is it not then a fcanda- 
lous bafinefs that your Mind (hould be the 

^Only Peferter and grow Mutinous about 
her Station? Efpcdally when her Orders' 
agree with her Cbnftitution, and, nothing 
that's unnatural is enjoyrfd ? And yet (he 
Wotft bear the Condud of her own Facul- 
ties, but runs perfe&ly Counter to Huma- 
nity. For wnen a Man turns 'Knave, or 
Libertine, when he gives way to Fears and 
Fits of the Spleen, he does as it were run 
away from himfelf, and Defert his own 
Nature : And farther, when his Mind 
complains of his Fortune, he quits the Sta- 
tion in which Prwidenct has placed him. 
For Acquiefcehce, and Piety are no lefs 
his Duty, and his Talent too, than Ho- 
nefty between Man and Man : For thefe 

- Virtues carry up to the common Intereft, 
and are rather 1 of greater Antiquity, and 
Value, thanFair Dealing it felf. * ;* 3 *; 

XXI. He that does not always drive at «f Jufc<*. 
the {ame£ml, wilt never be Uniform, and 
of a peice in his Cdnduft. But this Hint 
is too (hort, unlefs you defcribe the Quality 
of this Defign, and what it is that we 
ought 1 principally to Aim at. Now as Peo- 
ple don't agreein t hsPrcfereores of Choice, 

and 
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and the Notion of Ad vantage unlefs in what 
relates to the Common Good, fo a Man 
ought to propofe the Benefit of Society 
and the general Intereft of the World, as 
his main bufinefs. For he 1 that Levels at 
this Mark, will keep an even Hand, and 
l>e always confiftent with himfelf. 

XX1L Remember the Story of the 
Country and City Moufe, and how pitifully 

• TWt him the former was frightned and furpriz'd. * 
w dSgnd XXII I. Socrates us'd to fay, the Common 
S51ng«o* e Objea:s of Terror, were nothing but Bug- 
SS'S- bears, fit only to fcare Crows and Children, 
wc XXIV. The Lacedemonians at their Pub* 

lick Shews > feated Strangers under a Canopy 
in the Shade, but made their own People 
Shift, and take their Convenience as they 

• Tw»« the found it. * 

^tlldl XX V. Socrates being invited to Perdic* 
i^'thd/^ Court, * made this Excufe, I dare 
People to- not come fays he for fear of being put un- 
i%neca re- der an incapacity of returning an Qbliga* 
^nwtt t ^ or ' 5 which I take to be the worft way 
m«ae by of deftroying a Man imaginable. 
khom*. XXVI. 'Tis a Precept of the Epicurean 
**** Philofophers, that we (hould look back to 

the Virtue of former Ages 3 And always 

furnilh our Memory with fome Eminent 

Example. 
XXVII. The Pythagoreans would have 

us look up into the Sky every Morning : 
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To put us in mind of the Order, andCon- 
ftancy of the Heavenly Bodies, of the E- 
quality and Perpetuity of their Motion, of 
the finenefs and Purity of their Matter,and 
how frankly they lye open toObfervation $ 
for a Star never wears a Mask, nor puts 
any Cloaths on. 

XXVIII. Remember how unconcern'd- 
ly Socrates wore a Sheep-skin $ when Xan- 
tippe* had got his Coat on, and run out # HIi wife - 
with it. And how handfomly he Laugh'd 

off the Matter to his Friends, who were 
ftrangely out of Countenance by feeing 
him in fuch a Difguife. 

XXIX. People don't pretend to teach 
others to Write, and Head, till they have 
been taught themfelves: This Rule holds 
ftronger in the Niceties, and Importance 
of Life 5 in which no Man is fit to Govern, 
till he has firfl: Learn'd to Obey. 

XXX. B?. Dumb. Slaves harit the Pri- 

•/ rr f * •ATri?Kk 

wtege ojjpeakwg. * poet quoted 

XXXf. 1 failed within my felf. L*Tr.l.ii 

XXXII. They I treat their Parents mtb^g"- 
Rebellious Language. •Hetod. 

XXXIII. He is a Mad-man that expe&s *^?£ lb ' u 
Figs on the Trees in Winter h And he^Sj*' 
is little better that calls for his Children JJJ^g 
ggain, when they are Dead and Buried. .we tap?™ 
y XXXIV. Epi&etus would have a MmE£?uL 
Whetv-he is Rifling, and Careffing his**** 
! Chifd, fay to hirnfelf at the fame time * 

Bb To 
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To morrow perhaps this pretty thing may 
Dye and leave me. Thefe are four Omi- 
nous Reflexions youl fay. That's your 
miftake : The confcquences of Mortality, 
and the Courfe of Nature, are no Ominous 
things to think on, other wife it would hp 
an ominous bufinefs to cut down a little 
Grafs, or Corn, 

XXXV. Grapes are firft four, then 
ripe, then- Raifins, thefe are all no more 
than bare Alterations 5 not into Nothing, 
but into fomething which does not appear, 
and come up at prefent. 

XXXVI. As EpiUetus obferves, No bo- 
dy can rob another of his Will, nor by 
confequence make feizure of his Virtue. 

XXXVII. The fame Philofopher has 
Taught us the Art of Managing our Af- 
fent and preventing our Reafon from being 
impos'd on * That we fhould Enterprize 
with a referve for Difappointment $ that 
our Inclinations (hould be Generous and 
Benevolent, and proportion^ to the Merit 
and Dignity of Things: that we muft 
keep our Defires from being Headftrong 
and Unruly in all Cafes 5 And never have 

• The stout** 11 Averfion for any Thing, which 'tis out 



©en thi" XXXVIII. Therefore as Bpi&etuf ob- 



K» kiad 1 °^ our P owcr to binder, 

men tha 

hi ™ to ferves, the conteft is no Trifle, but whe- 

ofvS" ther we ar ^ to live in our Wits, or out of 
*nd m<>- them. * 

xxxix. 
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XXXIX. Tis a faying of Socrates to 
fome untoward People ; c what would 
€ you be at ? Would you have the Soul 
c of a Man, or of a Beaft in you > Of a 

* Man without all doubt : Of what fort 

* of Men, of thofe that ufe their Reafon, 
€ or thofe that abufe it > Of the Firft, you 

* may be fare. Why then continues the 
€ Philofopher, don't you l&ok out for this 

* Privilege ? Becaufe we have if already. 

* What makes you then Difagree, and fall 

* foul upon each other ? 



BOOK XIL 

ALL thofe Things you Drudge, and 
Range fo much Ground for, you 
ftiay have at your Eafe, unlefs you are 
afraid of making yourfelftoq^ Happy. Your 
Method to do your bufinefs, is not to 
i concern yotfr fclf about the time Paji, for 
that is never to be recover'd 5 To reft the 
Future with Providence } And only fticfc 
to the Prefent, and improve that to all 
the Noble purpofes of Piety and Juftice. 
*f he Pious part will be difcharg'd by being 
Contented with your Fate 5 And why 
Ifaould you not, fince Mature made you for 
each other ? * And as to the Obligations 4s gg** 
of Juftia, yotfl acquit your felf here, s * ' * 
frovided you fpeak Truth boldly, and a- 

Bb 3 tew* 
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bove board, and make Law, and the 
Dignity of Things, your Rule to Aft by. 
When you are not to be checked in your 
Progrefs, by the Misbehaviour, the Ig- 
norance, and Impertinent Reports of o- 
ther People, nor yet by the Sence and 
Sufferings of your own Carcafs. Tho' by 
the way, 'tis a queftion whether it fuffers' 
•see Book or not. * To go on $ If, fince your Life is 
Si?**" x6 ' almoft up, you lay afide all other Matters, 
and only Cultivate your Mind, and 
pay a Regard to the Governing, and 
Diviner part of your felf : If you are not 
at all afraid of lofing your Life, but of 
Miffing the Ends on't, , and not Living as 
you (hould do ^ Then youM aft fuitablyto 
your Extraftion, and deferve to have the 
Deity for your Maker : Then you'l be no 
longer a ftranger in your own Country, 
nor be furpriz'd at common Accidents $ 
you'l ne'er be anxious about the Future 
nor ftand to the Courtefy of Events. 

II. The Almighty fees through the 
Soul of every Man as clearly, as if it was 
not wrapt up in Matter, or had any thing 
of the Shrow'd and Coarfnefs of Body a- 
bout it. And God being a Spirit, Afts 
only as fuch^ and concerns himfelf for no 
other Beings but thofe of his own Nature. 
Now if you would learn to do thus, a great 
deal of Trouble would be favd: 
For he that can overlook his Limbs, and 

make 



Meditations, &r. 377 



make hisCarkafs fit loofe about him, will 
hardly difturb himfelf about the Houfe 
he dwells in 5 about his Equipage or Re- 
putation 5 or any part of the Furniture, 
and Magnificence of a Figure. ' 

III. You confift of three Parts, your Body, 
your Breath, * and your Mind : The two ]*£££ 
firft are yours to take care of, but the tatter is 
properly your Perfon. Therefore if you ab- 
ftra&from the Notion of your/elf, that is of 
your Mind, whatever other People either 
fay, or do, or whatever you may have faid 
or done your felf formerly, together with all 
that which difturbs you under the confidera- 
tion of its coming topafs hereafter $ If you 
throw the neceffary Motions of your Car- 
cafs out of the Definition, and thofe of the 
Vortex that whirls about you 5 And by this 
means preferve your Rational Faculties in 
an Independent ftate of Innocence, free 
from Force and Infe&ion 3 Holding clofe, . 
andfteady to the Virtues of Juftice 3 Truth, 
and Acquiefcence 5 If I fay, you keep your 
Mind feperate, and Diftinguifh'd, from the 
Obje&s, of Appetite, and the Appendages 
of time, both Pafi and Future, and make 
your felf like Umpedocless World, 
Round as a Bdl y and Spinning on your Axis?* * Turning 
And concern your felf to live no longer KonT 
than your Life time, that is the prefent Mo- 
went 3 * If you do all this, you may Move* i ^ Book 
on till Death (tops you, with Credit and 
Satisfaftion, 3 b 3 V{. 
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IV. I have often wotider'd how it comes 
to pafs, that every Body fhould love them- 
fel ves be ft, and yet value their Neighbours 
Opinion about themfelves, more than their 
own. Therefore if any God, or Eminent 
Inftru&er in Philofophy, fhould ftand.at a 
Man's Elbow, and Order him to turn his 
infide outwards, and publifh every Thought 
apd Fancy, as faft as they came into his 
Head, he'd think it a hard Chapter, and not 
fubmit To much as to a Days Difcipline. 
Thus we ftand more in aws of Fame, than 
Confcience, and regard other Peoples 
Judgments above our own ! 

V. How comes it about that fince the 
Cod's have contriv'd all things fo well, and 
fo much to the benefit of Mankind, they 
fiiould overlook this particular : And fuffcr 
Men of great Virtue and Merit, who by 
their Piety and Devotion were as it were 
the Domefticks of the Powers Above 5 and 
kept always 9 Correfpondence with Hea- 
ven, that they fhould fuffer fuch Men, I fay, 
to be finally extinguifh'd by Death, and not 
give them their Being again > Now if the 
Cafe ftands thus, you may be affur'd had it 
been proper, the Gods would have ordered 
it otherwife : For had it been Reafbnable, 

r ood. it would have been poffible : Nature * 
would certainly have brought it forth, if 
it had been fuitable to her Perfe&ions. 
Jhercfore from its not being Matter of 
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Fa&, if indeed it is not, you may undoubt- 
edly conclude, it ought not to be fo: For 
don't you perceive that in Reafoning this 
point, you difpute the Adminiftration of 
Providence : Now if the Juftice and Good- 
nefs of the Gods were not extraordinary, 
this Liberty would not be allow'd 5 Nei- 
ther would you prefume fo far if you 
thought otherwife. But if they have thefe 
Pcrfe&ions, they 11 never negleft their A£ 
fairs, nor Blemifti their World with any 
thing that's Unreafonable, or Unjufh 

VI. Accuftom your felf to Mafter things 
of the greateft difficulty, and which you 
feem to defpairof $ For-if you obferve,the 
Left-hand, tho* for want of Pra&ice, 'tis in- 
fignificant to other Bufinefs, yet it holds 
the Bridle better than the Right, becaufe 
it has been ufed to it. 

VII. Cohfider what Death will make of 
you, both as to Body, and Mind: Recoiled* 
the (hortnefs of Life, the Unmeafurable ex- 
tent of Time both Paji and Future $ and 
how flenderly all things are put together. 

VIII. Let it be your Method to contem- 
plate Spirits, apart from their Bodies, for 
thefe are no better than the Shell they are 
(hut up in : Mind the Aim, and the End of 
Peoples Adions: Examine the value of 
Fame, the Force of Pain, the Afcendant of 
Pleafure, * and fee what Death amounts to : * *J? *?** 
Confider upon what account 9 Man grows 5 * : * . 

B b 4 XwofeVv 
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s. 8 *. 8 ** troublefome to himfelf, * that no Body can 
be hinder'd by Another : And that Opi- 
nion is the Main Thing, which does good 
or harm in the World, 

IX. We muft manage thePrecepts of Phi- 
Iqfophy like thofe thatWreftle, andBoxin 
the Circus, and not like a Gladidtor : For 
your Fencer if he drops his Sword, is Hewn 
down immediately ; But the other that 
makes Weapons of his Limbs, lias them 
always about him, and has nothing to do 
but to keep his Hands and Feet (lining. 

X, Be not fatisfied with a fuperficial View, 
but penetrate the Nature and Quality of 
Things $ And to tfiis purpofe you muft dir 

* sec Bock vide them into Matter and Form *, and en- 

Bodf i. inquire into the End they were made for. 

book 7 29. xi. What a mighty privilege is a Man 
born to, fince 'tis in his power not to do 
any thing but what God Almighty ap- 
proves, and to be fatisfied with all the Di- 
stributions of Providence. 

XIL When things follow from the 
Courfe, and Conftitution of Nature, we 
ought not to murmur at it : Not againft 
the Gods, for they have neither Ill-will 
nor Impotence, and by confequence can do 
nothing Amifs 5 nor yet againft Men, for 
9 sec Bock their Misbehaviour is all involuntary * f 
7^.63, therefore we muft complain of no Body: 

__ XII I. How unacquainted is that Man 

Wif b the World, 3&d Jio'w rid fculous does 

be 
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he appear, that makes a wonder of any 
thing he meets with here > 

XIV, Either the Order of Things are 
fixt by irrevocable Fate, or Providence may 
be work'd into Compaflion, or elfe the 
World Flotes at Random without any Steer- 
age. Now if Nature lies under an immova- 
ble Neceflity, to what purpofe (hould you 
ftruggle againft it ? If the favotir of Provi- 
dence is to be gain'd, qualifie your felf for 
the Divine Afliftance: But if Chance, and 
Confufion carry it, and no body fits at the 
Helm 1 be you contented and Ride out the 
Storm patiently, for you have a Governour 
within you, * tho* the World has none : . Your r^ 
And if the Waves run too high, let them fon * 
roll off your Carkafs, and your Fortune, 
but there's no Neceflity your Mind (hould 
be driven with them. . ■ . 

XV. A Lamp unlefs you put it out, 
holds its Light, and (hines without inter- 
ruption : And can you find in your heart 
ta fee your Honefty fink in the Socket, to 
out-laft your Sobriety, and let your Virtue 
be extinguifh'd before you } 

XVI. When you fancy any one has 
Tranfgrefs'd, fay this to your felf. How do 
I know 'tis a Fault? And granting it is, it 
may be his Gonfcience has corre&ed him. 
And if fo, he has given himfelf a four 
Box on the Ear : Befides, you are to remem- 

« fcer^ that to with an ill Man (hould not do 
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Atnifs, is juft as wife as it would be to de- 
fire an unripe Fig (hould not tafte of the 
Tree $ that Children (hould not fquaul in 
the Cradle, nor Horfes Neigh, nor a great 
many other Things A& according to the 
neceffity of their Condition. Pray, how 
would you have a Man of fuch an unfortu- 
nate Difpofition behave himfelf ? If you be- 
lieve the Cafe may be remedied, and are 
fuch a Do&or at bis Difeafe, do fo much 
as cure him. 

XVII. If 'tis not Decent never do it, if 
'tis not true, never fpeak it 5 let this always 
be your Rule. 
v XVIII. Look always nicely into what* 
ever makes an Imprelfion upon your Mind ; 
Diftinguilh it into Matter and Form, find 
out thepurpofeand defign for which it was 
contriv'd, and the period of Time too, be- 
yond which 'tis unlikely to continue. 

XIX. Confider, for 'tis high time, that 
you have fomething more Divine in you 
than the Mechanifm of Paffion, than the 
Wires and Tackling of a Poppet. What 
then is my Soul made of > Is it Fear, or 
Jealoufie? or Luft > Or any thing of this 
Coarfe Nature } Certainly no. 

XX. Take Care never to do any thing 
without Thought, and Defign, nor ibr any 

- other End neitner but what may be fervice- 
*Thit is of able to the Infereft of Society *. 
jBSff 1 in XXJ. Confider th*t in alfttl* time ypn'il 
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neither have Place, nor Being, that your 
Contemporaries will have the fame Fate, 
and the prefent Scene of Nature be (but up : 
For all things change'of Cburfe, and Wi- 
ther, and drop in pieces, that new pnes 
may be made out of them. 

XXII. Thoughts are in a great Meafure 
Mafters of Things, and which is more, 'tis 
in your own Power to think ^s you pleafe: 
Therefore don't fufFer Opinion, to cheat you 
any longer. Djfingage from the Tyranny 
of Fancy 5 and then as if you doubled 
fbme dangerous Cape, you'll have nothing 
but a fteady Courfe, a fmooth Sea, and* a 
Land-lock'd Bay to receive you. 

XXIII. Every Operation that ceafes in 
due time, fuffers nothing by breaking off : 
Neither does the Age/ft receive any harm 
upon this Score. Thus Life, which is no- 
thing but a Series, and Continuation, of 
Aftion, comes to no Damages, by having 
a feafonable Period put to it : Neither 
does he that lays this Motion afleep, fuftain 
any Lofs, provided r tis done at a proper; 
Juncture. Now Nature affigns the Term, 
and fets out the Bounds of Life 5 fome- 
times this Period is fix'd by particular Na- 
ture, or force of Conftitution, as it hap- 
pens when a Man dies of Old Age 5 but let 

it come late, or early, Common Nature * has • God. 
certainly a Hand in't. And thus the Parts of 
$atare changing from one Fornr to ano- 
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ther, preferve the World in perpetual 
Youth, and Vigour/ Now that is always 
as itlhould be, both as to Time, and Qua- 
lity, which makes for the Service of tbeZJ- 
' t see Book niverfe. f From hence it follows that bare 
Books. 23 Dying can be no real Evil, feeing there's 
5ed.s. nothing of Bafenefs or Moral Turpitude 
in't : For 'tis both Involuntary with refpeft 
to our felves, and ferviceable to the gene- 
ral lntereft. Therefore there can be no* 
thing of Scandal in it. Nay, 'tis certainly a 
Good Thing, (ince 'tis fuitable, and fea- 
fonable for the V niverfe. And thus a Man 
that goes off fmoothly, is as it were carri- 
v ed out of the World by Infpiration : For 
he that follows the Deity with his Moti- 
ons, and with his Will too, feems a&uated 
by a Divine Impreflion. 

XXIV. Lcr thefe three Hints lie ready 
for Service- Firft, Asto your own Actions, 
let nothing be done rafhly, nor to no Pur- 
pofe, nor indeed in any other manner than 
. Juftice her felf would have order'd it ; And 
as forCafualties^ and the State of your For- 
tune 5 confider that they are the blind Di-> 
ftributions of Chtnce , or elfe the Appoint- 
ment of Providence. Now either to murmur 
• The s»- againft Chance, or Impeach Providence, is ex- 
a Humane d tream b r abfurd. Secondly, confider what a 
wmel flight thing Man is from his Conception, to 
tii? l S? time his Birth or Animation * 5 And from his firft 
^ ir dc T A* breath to bis iaft'j in the Parts of his Cora* 
^ pofition, 
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pofition, and in the State of his DifibTurion. 
Thirdly, Confider, that if you could (hoot 
your felf at Pleafure into the Sky, and 
thence take a View of Humane Affairs, you 
would perceive a ftrange medly of Humour, 
and Condition : And difcover at the fame* 
time, the A/ir, and JEther too, plentifully 
ftock'd with Inhabitants, f And that if you ^SA 
mounted never fo often, you'd have the old l \ ?u J t oni t 
Profpect; Alas ! Things are generally of thattheAir ' 
the fame Complexion, and of the fametnhabiKd ai 
(hort Continuance too, and yet how ftrange- ^JJ&Tti 
ly we are Conceited of them. a^ele|i- 

XXV. Discharge Opinion, * and you are°, ns • . 
fafe t And pray who can hinder you from a common! 

COinglt? t o n of 

XX.VI. When you are uneafy upon any Thin » 8 * 
Account, you feem to forget that all 
Things fall out according to the Good Plea- 
fure of Providence, and that another Man's 
Fault, is noConcern of vours^ that what 
you reckon Grievances, is nothing but the 
Old Way of the World, and will come over 
again, when you are dead, and gone, and 
are now to be met with in a thoufand Pla- 
ces : You have forgotten that all Mankind 
are of Kin 5 for tho* they may be unallied in 
Flelh and Blood, thcivVnderfiandingf are all 
of the fame Family $ You don't remember 
that every Man's Soul is a Portion of the De- 
ity, and deriv'd from thence } that we have 
nothing properly our own, but that our 
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. Children, our Bodies, and our Breath, are all 
borrowM from Heaven,thatO/>i«V* governs 
all, and things are only as you think them; 
and that 'tis not poffible for any Body to 
live, or lofe, any more than the Prefect Mo 
.ment. All this you feera to have forgotten* 
XXVII. Refleft frequently upon thofe 
that have formerly been mightily difturb'd 
with Accidents of any kind, that have car- 
ried their Animofities, and Feuds to the 
moft flaming Excefs 5 that have made the 
moft Glorious Figure, or met with the great* 

. eft Misfortune 5 and then ask ypur felf, when 
are they all now $ They are vanifh d like a 
little Smoak; they're (Jirunk within the 
compafs of an Dm, and are nothing but 

s ^t°2° k 4/** x » anc * Romance, * and it may be naye 
" not fo much as the laft imaginary Advantage 
neither, Recolle& likewife, all that Humour, 
and Odnefs, that fome People affe&, to ap- 
pear as Fabius Catnttinus did at his Country 
Seat, as Lucius Lnpus, and Stertiniut did at 
Bai*, to Aft the Fancy of Fertius Rufus, or 
the Liberties of Tiberius at Capre* $ thus. 
People dote upon Figure, and Singularity, 
J Th« of r. tho* 'tis fometimes in Lewdnefs * : But grant- 
££! WM ing 'tis fomewhat better, the Prise isfafig- 
nificant, and the Play not worth the €kfi* 
die : Tis much more becoming a PhUofo- 
pher to ftand clear of AfFe&ation 5 t& tte 
Honeft, and Regular upon all occafioflt, 
and to follow cbearfully wjhere-ever ttfe 

* God* 
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Gods lead on : As for Pretence, andHy- 
pocrify, 'tis all Stuff $ For nothing' is 
snore Scandalous than a Man that is Proud 
of his Humility. 

XXVIII. To thofe that ask me the rea- 
fon of my being fo earneft.in Religious 
Worfhip $ did I ever fee any of the Gods ? 
Or which way am I convinc'd of the cer- 
tainty of their Exiftence > In the firft place, 
I anfwer, that the Gods are not Invifible : 

*But granting they were, the Objeftion t # h I^»- 
would fignify nothing 5 For I never had a*^/ 1 ^ 
fight of my own Soul, and yet I have a great ©V s '. in *■ 
value for't 5 becaufe 'tis difcoverable by its ?&&*£? 
Operations. And thus by my conftant Ex- 
perience of the Power of the Gods, 1 have 
a Proof of their Being, and a reafon for my 
Veneration. 

XXIX. The beft Provifion for a happy . 
Life, is to diffeft every Thing, view it on 
all Sides, and Divide it into Matter and 
Farm. To pradife Honefty in good earneft, 
and fpeak Truth from the very Soul of you : 
And when you have done, this, live eafy 
and chearful 5 And crowd one Good A&i- 
on fo clofe to another, that there may nt>t 
be the lead Empty, or Infignificant fpace 
between them. 

XXX. The Light of the Sun is but one 
and the fame, tbo' 'tis divided by the In- 
terpofition of Walls, and Mountains, and 
Abundance of other OpaceBodies. There's 

toal 
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but one common' Matter for Corporiety^ tho' 
'tis pa reel Pd out among Bodies of different 
Qualities : There is but one fenfitive Soul 
neither, notwithftanding it has peculiar 
Conveyances, runs in innumerable Chanels, 
and fupplies a vaft number, of Animals di- 
ftinft from each other. And laftly, the J?*- 
tional Soul tho 1 it feems to be fplit intoDi- 

fcM h heid a* ftin&ion, is but one and the fame *. Now 
mt.onai excepting this lad, the Parts of the other 
•fSieSS^ Species of Form f and Matter^ tho* with- 
? Q B Ldo^iout Apprehenfion, or any common AfFe&i- 

STs^e- on to ** e t ^ iem to eac k ot ' ier » are y^t up. 

row ferns held by an Intelligent Being* and by that 

to mean the - * * o * • 

Mnd, in a- Faculty which putties things of the fame 
"vc lhe Nature, to the fame Place: But Humane 
^ubie^JndUnderftandings have a peculiar Difpofiti- 
inanimate on to Correfpondence r they ftick together 

Things the r 1 J & 

pr.n-ipie of by Inclination, and nothing can extinguilh 
whlchfup- fuch Sociable Thoughts in them. 
iTSteirm- "XXX F. What is it you hanker after. Is it 
ftmdion. b are Exiftence? OrSenfation ? Or Motion } 

and tacks ,-v *» , « « /■» • •• 

toeir B^ing Or Strength, that you may lofe it again in 
Ito.'lfw.Decay > What ? Is it the Privilege of Speech, 
or the Power of Thinking in general > Is 
any of this Furniture big enough for Defire ? . 
If all thefe Things are Trifles upon the 
Matter, proceed to fomething that's worth 
your while $ and that is to bz governed bj 
Reafon and the Deity. And yet you carrC 
be faid to value thefe laft mentioned Privi- 
leges rightly neither, if you are diftorb'd 

be- 
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becaufe Dea^h muft take them from* you.* s £&™ k 

XXXII. What a fmall part of qnmeafu-B^io; 
rable Time, falis » to the fhare of a fingle 
Mortal, and how foon is every one fwal- 
low'd up in Eternity? what a handful of 

the Vniverfal Matter goes to the making, 
a Humane Body, and what a very little of •The Em- 
the Uni verfal Sad too, * to raife it into an £££ the 
Animal > And on what a narrow Clod ^££,2- 
with refpeft to the whole Earth, do you^ *** 
crawl upon > Confider all this, and reckon 
nothing Great, unlefs it be to AH in Gon- f 
formity to your own Reafon, and to fajftf 
as the Almighty (hall appoint you. 

XXXIII. The great Bufinefs of a \tfan, 
is to improve his Mind, and govern his 
Manners 5 this is minding the main Chance. 
As for all other Proje&s, and Purfuits, whe- • 
ther in our Power to compafs or not, they 
are no better than Trifling, and Amufement. 

XXXIV. We can't have a more lively 
and prpmifing Notion, to fet us above the 
fear of Death 5 than fo confider that it has* 

been defpis'd even by that Se&, * who^***" 
made^Pleafure, and Pain, the Standard of 
Good, and Evil. 

XXXV. He that likes no Time fo weH as 
tfcat fixt by Providence, he that's indiffe- 
rent whether he has room for a Ion& Pro- \ 
grefs in Reafon, and Regularity or f not,*f££j£ 
<jp whether he has a few or a great ,many 

Gc Year* 
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Years to view the World in 5 a Perfon thus 
qualified will never be afraid of dying. 
XXXVI. Heark ye Friend ; you have 
wlu. been a Burgher of this Great* City * what's 
matter tho' you have lived in't but a few 
Years 5 if you have obferv'd the Laws of 
the Corporation, the length-or (hortnefs of 
the Time, makes no difference. Where's 
the Hardfhip then, if Providence that plant- 
ed you here, orders your Removal ? You 
* can't fay you art fent off by a Tyrannical, 
« and Unrighteous Sentence 5 No, yon qujt 
the Stage as fairly as a Plover does that has 
his Difcbarge from the mafter of the Re- 
vels : But I have only gone through three 

AUs, and not held out to the End of th'e 
Fifth. You fay well 3 but in Life three 
Ms make the Play entire. He that appoints 
the Entertainment is the beft Judge of the 
length on't * and as he orderM the opening 
'* of the firft Scene, fo now he gives the figa 
for (hutting up the laft : You are neither 
accountable for one or Mother : Therefore 
retire in good Humour, for He by whom 
you are difmifs'd means you no harm. 

The End of the Twelve Books of the 
Emprour Antoninus* 
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Being a ferviceable Emblem for the 
acquiring of Prudence* and the 
Direction of Human Life. 

AS we were taking a Ti^rn in Saturn's 
Temple, we faw a great many coir- 
fecrated Prefects, remarkable enough for 
their Curiofity $ araongft the reft we took 
particular Notice of ^Pi&ure hung over 
the Door $ the Piece we perceiv'd was all 
Emblem, and Mythology 3 But then the 
Reprefentation was fo lingular and out of 
Cuftom, that we were perfeftly at a Lots 
whence it (hould come, and what was the 
meaning otft Upon a ftrift View, we 
found 'twas neither a City, nor a Camp, 
but a fort of Court, with two Partitions 
of the fame Figure within it, tbo'one of 

Cc 2 theca 
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them was larger than the other. The firft 
Court had a crowd of People at the Gate, 
and within we faw a great Company of 
Women. Juft at the entrance of the firft 
Gate, there flood an Old Man, who by 
his Gefture and Countenance feem'd to be 
bufy in giving Advice to the Crowd as 
they came in. 

And being a long time at a ftand about 
the Defign of the Fable, a grave Man 
fomewhat in Years, making up, begins to 
difcourfe us in this Manner. Gentlemen, 
fays he, I underftand you are Strangers, 
and therefore 'tis no wonder the Hiftory 
of this pi&ure ftiould puzzle you : For 
there are not many of our own Country- 
men that can explain it. For you are to 
obferve, this is none of our Town Manu- 
facture. But a long while ago, a certain 
out-landifh Man of great Senfe and Learn- 
ing, and who by his Difcourfe and Beha- 
viour feem'd to be a Difciple of Pythago- 
ras, and Parmenides 5 This Gentleman, J 
fay, happening to Travel hither, built this 
Stru&ure, and Dedicated both the Tern- 
pie and this piece of Painting to Saturn. 
, Sir, J aid I, had you any Acquaintance 
with this Gentleman > Yes, fays he, I had 
the Benefit of his Converfation 5 and was 
one of his Admirers a long time.' For, to 
my thinking, tho* he was but young, lie 

talk'd 
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talk'd at a ftrange fignificant rate ; And 
as for this Pifture, I have heard him ex* 
pound the Emblem, and read upon the 
Argument very, frequently. Sir % faid J, 
unlefs you are very pufy, I beg of you to 
inftruftusa little in this Matter for we 
are ftrangely defirous to know the meaning 
of this Fable in Colours. Gentlemen, fays 
he, Vm very ready to ferve-you, but then 
I mud tell you there is fome Danger in 
hearing the Story. Danger! As how ? 
Why, fays he, if you mind what you are 
about, and underftand what's deliver'd, 
you'l grow unexpe&edly Wife and Happy 
^pon the Difcourfe $ but other wife to be 
free with you, you'l turn Ignorant, and 
311-natur'd, and be the moft unfortunate 
Blockheads imaginable. For the Explaining 
this Mythology is as touchy a Bufinefs 
to the Audience, as the Sphinx's . Riddle % 
was formerly : If a Man was an Oedipus at 
it, he found his Account in the Under- 
taking, but if the My (Very prov'd too hard 
for him, he was loft, and murther'd by 
the Monfter upon the fpot. The Confe- 
rence of the prefent Cafe is much the 
feme : For Folly is d. fort of Sphinx to 
Mankind in general * and gives an ob- 
fcure Intimation of what's good and bad, 
or indifferent for us : If a Man can't look 
through bsr, and untie her Riddle, tbo 1 
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(he does not chop him up at a Mouthful 
like the Sphinx $ yet (he will be fure to 
difpatch him by Degrees, lit as clofe to 
him as a Confumption, and ride him as 
the Spleen does a Malefa&or under Sen- 
tence. But on the other hand, when Fol- 
ly is underftood, then (he goes to pot her 
felf 5 and the Man is made fefe, and hap- 
py for his Life-time, Therefore pray take 
care, and be attentive, and let nothing 
flip your Obfervation. In earned if the 
Matter (lands thus, you make us almoft 
Wild to hear you upon this extraordina- 
ry Subjed. Tis juft as I tell you. We» 5 
faid /, if we are likely to fmtrt at this 
rate for being carelefs, you'l be fore to 
find us upon our Guard, and therefore 
begin as (bon as you pleafe. 

Upon this, pointing to the Pi&dre with 
his Cane, do you fee this Inclofure, or 
Court, fays he $■■ Yes. This then you are 
to underftand is Life, and the Place far 
Mortals to range in. The Crowd at the 
Gate, are the People that are juft com- 
ing into the World : And the Old Man 
that ftands by on rais'd Ground, with a 
Paper in one Hand, and the other in a 
Pofture of Dire&ion, is the common Ge- 
nius. This fuperintending Spirit inftru&s 
thofe that enter, how they are to manage 
tfjemfelves in lAft> and which Road they 

are 
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are to take, if they expeft to come fafe tp 
the end of their Journey. An4 pray, /aid 
J, which way cfoes he direft them, and 
how , arc; they to govern themfelves > 
Poa't yon fee, fays he, there by the Gate 
where the Crpw4 g " *&> a woman fit- 
ting in an Arm'd-chair handfomly drefs*d, 
and with a Mien of Quality ? I fee her 
with 9 Clafs in her Hand $ pray who is 
ftk$> That's Impojiure, fays be, that bub- 
pjleus the whole World in fpme meafure 
. Qqt of their underftandings. Say you fo > 
Which way doe6 Che go to Work > She 
opens a Vein, and gives them a Clafs of 
her Cpnftitution. What fort of Drink is 
(hat } Tis Ignorance and Miftake, Wb^t 
i$ tp be done then? Why, when they 
h?ve taken this Stirrup Cup, they Travel 
into Life. What? Does every body take 
their Mornings Draught of this Liquor > 
£very body, but not all Brimmers $ fome 
t^jrink more, and fome lefsr To inform 
you farther, don't yon fee, a parcel of 
Wtwches within the Gate, different enough 
in their Perfons, but ay of them with the 
|x>ld Air of their Erofeflion > I fee them. 
V^ry well : If yoi) would know their Names 
then, they are Qpimiox, PaJJian, and Plea- 
fur*. As the Crowd enters, tbefe Laffes 
frisjfc about then;, and falute them with a 
grjs|t d«al of welcome, and then lug them 
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bff. And Whither do they carry them } 
Carry them ! Some to good fortune, and 
fome, by miftaking their way, to Ruin, 
and the Gallows. In earned:,* Sir, faidl, 
if the Cafe ftands thus, 'tis dangerous 
Drinking f You fay well : And yet all 
thefe Women pf omife to direft them right, 
and to make them as Confiderable and 
Happy as they would wifli; But the poor 
Wretches having taken a Glafs too much 
with Intpofture, are fo muddy-headed, that 
they over-look their Advantage, and mi- 
ftake their Ground, and ramble about at 
that fenfelefs giddy rate as* you fee. And 
look you, continues he, how thofe/Gy p- 
fies manage the People that came in firft, 
and lead them whither they have a mind 
to. I perceive it, faid J, but pray what 
blind piftratted Woman is that 'whidi 
ftands there upon a round Stone like k 
Globe ? That's Fortune, replies my Inftrti- 
&or, who is not only Blind, but Mad, iaiid 
Deaf into the bargain. ' And what may 
her Bufinefs be I befeech you ? She ranges 
every where, fys he, fnatches away this 
Man's Circumftances, and gives them to 
another 5 and in a little while recalling 
her Liberalities, beftows them upon new 
Favourites, and all with great Arbitrari- 
nefs, and Inconftancy. And therefore her 
Pedeftal, and her Pofture, is a good Em* 
d " ' ' ' • blero 
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blem of her Nature. How fo ? Becaufe 
fiyshe* her (landing upon a Globe (hews 
her Feet not well fix"d, and that there's 
no depending upon her Bounty. Indeed 
thofethat reckon upon her are generally 
ruffled with Difappointment, and migh- 
tily (hock'd in their Expe&ation. Here I 
defir'd to know, what was the Bufinefs of 
all that Crowd sbout her, and who they 
were? I was anfwerd, they were a Clan 
of unthinking People 5 and all of them 
making their Application to Fortune for 
thofe things (he threw away* Very well : 
But how comes it to pafs that they ap- 
- pear fo differently AfFe&ed in their Coun- 
tenances, that fome of them are all in an 
Exfafy, and others as much out* of forts, 
and wringing their Hands in Defpair? 
Thofe* \fayshe x who feem fo merry and 
' well pleas'd, have recfeiv'd a- Spill, and 
fped in their Addfefles to this Lady $ and 
therefore they call her Good Fortune : But 
the others who weep and wring their 
Hands are Diffeiz'd by her of what (he 
had granted them before, and here her 
Title is Bad- fortune. What fort of Fa- 
vour does (he beftow then; that makes 
her command the Temper, and difpofe 
of the Paffions of her Admirers, in fo 
Sdveraign a manner > To aofwer you, fays 
be, her Bounty confifts of fuch Things as 
f are 



;o8 The Mythological Picture 

are generally efteem'd great Advantages 
What are thofe? They are Wealth, Fame, 
Birth, Children, Pofts of Command, 
Crowns, &c. Tis very well ! And ait 
not all thefe good Things with a Wit- 
nefs? As to that, fays he y we'll debate it 
afterwards, but at prefent let's go on with 
our Story. With all my heart. Do yqp 
fee then, continues the Gentlemap, how 
the Paffage through this Gate, leads you 
into another Court upon an Afeent, and 
that there are feveral Women drefs'd like 
Wenches, (landing at the Portal? (fte 
them. I muft tell you then, their Qua- 
lity is very Coarfe, two of them are Ltwd- 
nejs and Luxury, and the other Bat' 
terj/> and Covctoufmfs. And what do 
they ftand (taring here for? To Spy out 
thofe to whom Fortune has been any 
thing kind. And what then ? Then they 
appear mightily tranfported, make up to 
them with great EndearingneCs, and ply 
them ftrongly with Compliment and Flat- 
tery: They invite them to their Apart- 
ments, promife to fettle them in Satisfa* 
ftion, and that without the leaft Inter- 
minion, or Incumbrance whatfover. Now 
thofe who are gain'd to Libertinifra with 
this Courtfhip, think themfelves ia a de- 
licate way, and are&rangely plea&d wkh 
their Choice at firft. Bat after fome time 

when 
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when they begin to recoiled, tbey per- 
ceive the Entertainment was nothing but 
a Vifionary Cheat $ and inftead of a Re* 
gale, they have been prey'd upon, and 
til ufed. Now when Men come to this / 
pafs, and have fpent all that fortune had 
furnUh'd them with, they are forced to , 
go to Service to thefe Women $ and here 
all manner of Affronts, and fcandalous 
Pra&ices muft be digefted : They muft 
bear with every thing, and boggle at 
nothing : They muft Cheat, or betray 
their Truft, pick a Pocket, or rob a 
Church, as occafion ferves. And when 
all thefe Tricks fail them,* they are lent 
to the Houfe of Corre&ion. And how 
are tbey handled > Don't you fee, fays b$ y 
a little Door opening into a narrow, 
dark place > I do 5 and federal ugly, flut- 
tifli Women in Rags, are the Inhabi- 
tants. You are right. And to defcribe 
them to you ; (he with the Whip in her 
Hand, is call'd Difcipline, (he with -her 
Head bending down to her Knees is 
Grief, (he that tears her Hair is Pain: 
But pray, faid J, what ill- look'd Skeleton 
of a Fellow is that, with ne'er a Tatter to 
Ids limbs, and that Woman too by him, 
that's Beauty enough to be his Sifter? 
You have guefstt the Relation exa&ly, 
gad to iktisfy your Queftion, the Man 

is 
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is complaining ' Sorrow, and that Sifter of 
his is Defpair. To this Company the 
Rdkes above-mention f d are fent, where' 
they are maul'd and mortified fufficiently, 
and after they have gone through their 
Exercife in this Bridewell, they are com- 
mitted to Goal, where Vnbappinejs is 
their Keeper : And here they are faft for 
their Lifetime, unlefs they happen to 
light upon Repentance : If Fortune fends 
this Lady to any one of them, .(he difen- 
gages him from his Confinement, and 
j*ives him a new fet of Notions, and Dc* 
firet, which puts him in the Road to 
True Knowledge 5 However, the Diredion 
is not fo Infallible, but that 'tis poffible 
for him to mils the way, and make aVi- 
fit to pretended Learning. And what 
follows? Why, fays he, if he Travels 
right, and comes to the Seat of True Know- 
ledge, (he does his Bufinefs effe&ually : foe 
purges his Head, and cures his Spleen, and 
makes him Eafy, and Profperous as long 
as he lives : But if he miftakes the Road, 
pretended Learning picks him up, and 
leads him a new Dance, O ftrange f /aid 
J, here's another great Rifque to l>e run: 
But I beg of you what fort of Mortal is this 
pretended Learning? Don't you fee, replies 
my Inftru&er, that farther Court } Yes ve- 
ry plainly. And dpn't you perceive a Wo- 
man 
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man in the Porch genteelly drefsd, and 
with an Air of Sobriety ? That I do : 
To inform you then, the Generality are 
fo ignorant as to miftake this Gentlewo- 
man for Learning 5 whereas! (he is really 
but a Counterfeit of that Quality. Now 
thofe who are upon the Road to Recove- 
ry and True Knowledge ', commonly bait 
with her fifft. And is there no other 
way to True Knowledge but this > Yes, 
there is. Here I put in again, and ask'd 
him, who are thofe Men that walk with- 
in the Court there } Thefe, fays he, are 
the Admirers of pretended Learning, only 
they miftake the Perfon of their Miftrefs, 
iand fancy themfel ves in the Converfation 
of True Knowledge. Pray who are they > 
Here's a great many forts oflthem, fays he, 
here are Poets, Orators,* and Logicians 5 
Mufidc -Matters, Accomptants, Mathemati- 
cians, and Aftrologers 5 Epicureans, Peri- 
pateticks, Philologers, &c. But under fa- 
vour, methinksl fee feme Women likeDe- 
hauchery, and the reft of her Companions 
Which you fhew'd me before; pray who 
are they > The very fame. What > Do 
they walk in this Inner Court? As fure as 
you live, fometimes,'tho' not fo often as in 
the firft. And does Fancy, and uncertain 
Opinion take a Turn here too > Moft un- 
doubtedly, fays he : And which is more?; 

thefe 
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thefe Sparks being not recbverd of the 
Dofe, which Impoftnre gave them, they 
are troubled with the Company of Igno- 
rance^ and FeUy. Neither will they ever 
be rid of Opinion and the teft of the Gang, 
till they part with pretended Learning, en- 
ter into a Gourfe of Phyfick, and Purge off 
all their Conceit, Ignorance, and Ill-Hu- 
mours. Then their Condition will be fe- 
cure. But as long as pretended Learning 
has the Afcendant over them, they'll ne'er 
be difentangled $ neither will all their No- 
tions, and Proficiency, ever cure them of 
any of the Diftempers above-tnention'd. 
Say you fo * Which is the way then, that 
leads to the feat of True Knowledge ?, If 
you mind, fas he % you?ll perceive an Emi- 
nence at a dift^nce, which looks as if 'twas 
perfedly uninhabited. I have it And 
don't you fee a little Gate, and the Ave- 
nues to it very much unfrequented 3 for 
indeed the Afcent to it is trouolefome, and 
the way rough, and rocky ? I perceive it f 
/aid L Does it not then appear a lofty 
Hill, with a very narrow way to't, and 
Precipices on each fide > Yes, theProfoeft x 
is juft as you fay. This is the Road to 
True Knowledge, fays he, and on my Word, 
a very rugged one to look on. But let's 
proceed. Don't you obferve two hail 
lofty Women (tend on tte Top of the Af- 
cent, 
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cent, and ftretching out their Hands with a 
great deal of Inclination ? I fee them, 
who are they > they are Sifters, fays Ae, 
one of them is Temperance^ and t'other Pa- 
tience. Good Women both, but what 
makes them fprawl their Hands out with 
fo much Fancy ? Tis to encourage Tra- 
vellers, fays ke y and keep them from Cow- 
ardize and Defpair : Letting them know 
at the fame time, that if they will but 
holdout, and ftrive a little, they'll quick- 
ly be eafy; and come into a good Road. 
Well ! But when they come to the deep 
Afcent, how do they get up, for 1 can't 
perceive any way made for them? Thefe 
Women, yi/r Af, ftep down a little, ftoop 
for them, and fo hale them up. Then 
their Guides order them to reft a little, and 
foon after furnifh them with Strength, and 
Spirits, proffiife to convey them to True 
Knowledge, give them a Profpcft of their 
Journey, and (hew them how fmootb, 
and pleafant, and free from all manner of 
Inconvenience, the Road is. Really, jfc&£ 
J, it appears lb to me. Don't you fee, 
continues my Inftru&or, on this fide that 
Grove there, a lovely Meadow, which 
looks fo furprkingly bright, as if it bad 
a whole Sun of its own to make it Beauti- 
ful. You need not queftion my Eye- fight, 
fdd J, where (uch an Qbjeft as that is, 

lies 
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lies before it. And don't you fee knottier 
Pile of Building in the middle of this 
Field ? I do, what do you call it, and 
who does it belong to > This is the Seat 
of the Fortunate, /aid he y here all the Mo- 
ral Virtues keep their Court, and Hap* 
pinefs, is always in their Train. Say you 
fo ? This rauft needs be a delicate Place 
then. Right. But to carry you farther : 
Don't you perceive a bandfome, middle 
aged, Matronly' Woman by the Gate ifi tc 
plain Drefs > And if you obferve her, (he 
ftands uponafquare Stone, and not tot- 
tering upon a Globe 5 there are likewife 
two young Women on each fide of her, 
which look as if they were her Daugh- 
ters. Yes, /aid J, by their Features and 
Complexion, one would think fo." To ex- 
pound them to you then, the Matron in 
the middle, is Knowledge, or Learnings 
the two others are one of them Truth, 
and the other Perfnapan ? But what 
makes the Elder Lady ftand upon a Stone 
like a Die ? To (hew the fteadinefs of her 
Pofture, that People may know where to 
have her, and that her Favours are fafe 
and fignificant. Well explain'd, but pray 
what does (he prefent People with?' 
Why, fays he, (he gives them Affurance, 
and the faculty of fearing nothing. And 
how do thefe Qualities operate ? They 

give- 
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give the owners the Satisfaction to 
know they are out of Danger as long as 
they live. In eafneft, faid f, this Lady 
Has an excellent Hand at making Pre- 
fects ! But what makes her ftand without 
the Gate > To cure thofe that come hi- 
ther, .drid give them her Cephalick Pre- 
fcription g and when the Potion ha£ 
cleans'd their Conftitution, (he brings thsnv 
in, and prefents them to the Virtues. How 
is this ? I don't rightly uriderftand you. 
Til clear it to you, fays he, 'tis juft as 
Tfrhen a Patient dangeroufly ill, is under- 
taken by a Phyfician : In the firft place the 
Doftor endeavours to remove the Caufe 
and discharge the Mdrbifick Matter ; and 
when this i$ done, ftrength returns of 
Cotfrfe, and the Man is fet up. But if he 
Won't take his Phyfick, and be govern'd,* 
'tis no wonder if he dies of the Diftetn- 
per. . I dpprehend you, Sir ; faid I. Thus,' 
jays he, when any one is brought to 
Learning and Philofophy, (he falls to 
Do&ring of him presently, gives him a 
purging Dofe out of her own Difpenfato- 
rjr 9 that all tile ill Humours may be car- 
ry'd off in the firfi: place. And what are 
thofe ? They are Ignorance and Errors 
Which Impoftnrt drendhtt him with 5 they 
are Pride, Appetite, and Intemperance^ 
Anger, and Avarice j and the reft of that 
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Unfortunate Entertainment which he 
fwallow'd in the firft Court. And when 
he's well wafhM within, whither does 
(he fend him > Then he is permitted to 
enter this laft Court, and introduced to 
Science, and the other Virtues. And what 
may they be > Don't you fee within the 
Gate, fays he, a Company of handfome, 
modeft Women, without any thing of 
Drelfing, Wafies, or Expence about them? 
I fee them, /aid /, who are they > The 
firft, fays he, is Knowledge, the other, 
who are her Sifters, are Fortitude, and 
Juftice, and Probity, Sobriety, Modefty, 
Liberality, and Good-Nature. In earaeft, 
faid 7, fine Ladies all ! Now methinks, 
my Expe&ations begin to rife confidera- 
bly. If you mind what you hear, fays 
he, and digeft it into Pra&ife, your hopes 
are not ill founded, I'll do my beft, take 
my Word for't. Do fo, and then youll 
fbeceed, and be fafe. But pray, faid J, 
whither do thefe Ladies lead the Man? 
To their Mother, fays he $ And, who is 
(he > They call her Felicity. Felicity ! 
And what is her Bufinefs and Quality ? 
Do you fee, fays he, the. Path that leads 
us to the Mount there, where the Stru- 
fture looks like a Fort for the Security of 
all the Courts ? Yes. And is there not 
in the Porch a handfome young Lady 

fitting 
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fitting in a Chair of State, drefs'd like 
Quality, but not to any degree of Magot, 
orCuriofity. But, if you mind<ier, the 
Crown upon her head, is particularly 
fine, both in the Matter, and the Making. 
Truly, it feems to be juft as you fay. 
This Lady, fays he, is Felicity. And when 
any body comes hither, what's her Bufi- 
nefs? She Crowns him, fays he, from 
her own Cabinet, and fo do all the Vir- 
tues too, infomuch that by his Recepti- 
on, you would take him for fome great 
Conquerour^ and that he had gone 
through Hercules^s twelve Labours at lead. 
And has he done any thing like it ? Yes 
indeed, he has got the better of feveral 
Wild Beads of an extraordinary Bulk; 
Thefe were formerly his Matters, made 
him their Drudge, fnap'd a Collop forne- 
times out of his Carkafs, and ufed him at 
a miferable rate. But now he has fought 
himfelf into Liberty, and Conqueft, has 
them all at Command, and chains them 
up for Sight and Service. You awaken 
my Curiofity extremely, pray what fort 
of Wild Beads are they ? In the fir ft 
place, fays he, Ignorance and Miftakej 
now whether you know it or not, thefe are 
great Beads, and dangerous ones too, tho* 
they don't go it may be upon all four. 
Truly, faid i, I think they are. The o- 
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ther parts of his Conqueft, continues he, 
are Grief and Pain * Covetoufnefs, and 
Intemperance, and all the whole Force of 
Vice befides* Thefe are noble Exploits, 
/aid J, the Olympick Games can (how no- 
thing like it j But I fuppofe this Cham- 
pion's Crown is not altogether for Orna- 
ment, therefore pray tell me the Advan- 
tage in wearing it. You are to know 
then, young Gentlemen, fays he, that it 
has a mighty fatisfying Quality : He that 
has this Crown upon his Head, is poffeft 
of Happinefs 5 And which is more, 'tis of 
his own Growth too, without any De* 
pendanceupon his Neighbour*. In ear- 
ned, 'tis glorious conquering at this rate. 
But how does the Man fpend his time, 
and whither does he go, after he is thus 
Crown'd > The Virtues, J-ys he> receive 
him, and conduft him back to the Place 
where he was before, and here they (hew 
him at what a rate of Scandal and Mifery 
People live. How often they run their 
Heads againft a Poft, ramble from their 
Intereft, and are led as it were in Tri- 
umph by their Enemies. Some are made 
Prize of by Debauchery, fome by Arro- 
gance and Ambition, and fome by Co- 
vetoufnefs, &c. Neither is it in their 
power, to difengage themfelves and make 
their Efcape hither. But they continue 

Rol~ 
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Rolling and Reftlefs till they tumble into 
their Graves ; And all this happens be- 
caufe they cant pick out the ri^ht way, 
for alafs ! They have forgotten the Ad* 
vice the Genius gave them. What you 
fay is not unlikely 5 But ftill I'm at a loft 
why the Virtues (hould lead this happy 
Man to the Place from whence he came ) 
'Tis to inform his Judgment, fays he, 
and make him underftand the World bet- 
ter. For to deal clearly, Error and Igr 
norance had abufed him before. And thus 
his Underftanding, being mifty and mif- 
led f he was wildred in the Qualities of 
Things/ and miftook the Nature of Good 
and Evil. So that, in (hort, he was in a 
great meafure, as irregular, and unhappy 
as the reft. But now having gain'd a 
right Notion of Intereft and Advantage, 
he fees farther into the Follies and Mife- 
ry of other Men. Right, and when he 
has feen all this, how does he difpofe of 
himfelf ? Juft as he pleafes. . For let him 
go where he will, he is as fafe as a Ship in 
a Harbour : and all People will be as glad 
of his Cotppany as a Patient is of the Vi- 
fit of an able Dottor. What, won't he be 
afraid of thofe fcurvy Women any more, 
whiclj yQu faid were like Bears in a Bear- 
garden? Not at all. He'll never be di% 
fturb'd with Pain nor Poverty with Inr 
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temperance, or Avarice, nor any Of that 
hoftile Clan which made him uneafy be- 
fore. For he'll be perfe&ly Impregnable 
a gain ft all manner of Attacks. And as 
no other Serpent dares venture upon thofe 
who are bitten by a Viper, becaufe they 
are fortified by a fuperiour Poyfon which 
is now turn'd to an Antidote: So this 
Man has always his Prefervative about 
him. What you fay, feems very reafo- 
nable. But pray tell me who thofe are 
that come down the Hill ; fomeofthem 
with Crowns on their Heads, and Satisfa- 
ction in their Face : Others are the Piffcure 
of Defpair, look fomewhat mairtfd and 
batter'd, and feem under the Guard of a 
parcel of Women ? Thofe crowp'd, fays 
he, are fafe arrived at the feat of Philo- 
fophy, and appear pleas'd with the Con- 
versation of that Lady, But thofe who 
have no fign of Succefs upon their Heads, 
are fome of them turn'd back by Vhilofo- 
fhy for being unqualified : Others mifc 
carry for want of Induftry and Spirit/ 
And when they have ftrain'd up to Pa- 
tience quit the Advantage of the Progreft, 
and Ramble without Path, or Direftion. 
I underftand you. But, what Women are 
thofe at the Heels of them? They repre- 
fent, fays he. Grief and Pain, Defpair, 
Ignominy, and Ignorance. Say you fo. 

Then 
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Then the Men are in very bad Company, 
You're tight. Now when thefe People 
come back to the firft Court and return to 
Luxury and Lewdnefs, they make an odd 
Report of the Adventure, and blame Phi- 
lofophy, and not themfelves for their Mif- 
carriage 3 They tell you that all who 
went upon thefe Difcoverics, are wretch- 
edly harrafs'd, and difappointed. And 
never enjoy any of the Satisfa&ions which 
are to be met with at home. What Ad- 
vantages are thefe ? Why, in a Word, 
debauching and regaling their Palates : 
For Gourmandizing, and the Liberties of 
a Brute are in their Efteem the Supreme 
Satisfactions. They muft take their Fan- 
cy, but' under favour, who are thofe 
pleafant fmiling Women that come from 
yonder place? They call them Opinions ■, 
fays he, their Bufinefs is to introduce 
thofe to Inftru&ion, who are upon the 
Road to the Virtues^ and when they have 
convey 'd them hither, they return to fetch 
more : And to encourage new Comers, 
they let them understand how happy thofe 
People are that took the journey before 
them. Have thefe Women admittance to 
the Virtues ? By no means ; Opinion is ne- 
arer allow'd to appear in the Prefence of 
Science $ However, they deliver up their 
Charge to Learning or Infimftign. And 
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when they have done, go back for freflj 
Company : Juft like your Merchant Men,'" 
which when they are unladen, fet fail 
sfgain, and are freighted with another 
Cargo. Without Flattery, faid J, you 
fcera to explain thefe Matters very well : 
But you have not told me what Directions 
the Genius, or fup^rintending Spirit, gives 
tliofe who are j»ft marching into Life 
He bids them be bold, fays he, and keep 
up their Spirits ^ and pray do you fo, for 
I dial) let ycu into the whole Bufinefs, 
and make no Omiffions in the Relation. 
And here holding out his Cane again, do 
you fee that blind Woman, fays he, {land- 
ing upon a Globe, who I told you was 
Fortune ? Yes, we fee her. The Genius, 
continues he, warns every body never to 
trtd this Woman; nor to reckon any 
thing their own, or of any long corf- 
tindance, that comes from her. For the 
Grants of Fortune are always made with 
a Power of Revocation 5 And a Man that 
holds of her is a meer Tenant ' at Will, 
and may be turn'd out the next Day for 
ought he knows to the contrary. jR& 
functions are very common with this La* 
dy, and there's no depending upon her 
Favour 5 And therefore the Genius ad- 
vifes People to be loofe and indifferent 

with her> and neither be tranfported when 
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. fiie gives, nor deje&ed when (he takes 
away. For (he never ads upon Reafon, 
but throws out every thing at Peradven- 
ture# Therefore the Rule is never to be 
furpriz d at any of her Proceedings $ Nor 
behave our felves like fome unreafonable 
Bankers, who when there's Mony lodg'd 
in their Hands, are pleas d with receiving 
it, and look upon it as their own : But 
when 'tis drawn out again, they are as 
much out of humour, as if they had fome 
real injury done them : Never remem- 
bring they are but Caftieers 5 and that 
they were trufted with the Sum, upon 
condition of repaying it upon demand. 
Thefe things the Dire&ing Spirit orders 
People to obferve, with reference to 

. Fortune, whofe Cuftom it is to take away 

what (he has beftow'd, and foon after, to 

jreftore thrice as much 3 And it may be 

in a little time (he will turn (hort again, 

carry off her laft Bounty, and a great 

deal more into the bargain. Upon thefe 

Confiderations, the Genius enjoyns them 

to receive what they can of her, and make 

off with it forthwith in queft of a more 

lading Liberality ; And where is this to 

be had? Learning, replies the Gentleman, 

will prefent them, provided they can 

get fafe to her. Prefent them with 

what? With the Knowledge of what 

is 
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is really ufeful, and fignificant 5 now this 
is a Favour that will ftick by them, and 
there's no fear of its being recalPd 5 And 
therefore the Genius bids them prefs for- 
ward for this Advantage as faft as they 
can : And when they come up to thofe 
Women, which I told you were callM 
Pleafure and Intemperance, they are or- 
dered to pafs on, without making tbfc 
leaft (top, or acquaintance, till they reach 
Fret ended- Learnings and here they are 
to ftay fometime till (he has furniflh'd 
them with Conveniencies for their Jour- 
ney 5 and then to fet forward to true Lear- 
ning or Philofopby, with all Expedition. 
Thefe are the Diredions of the Genius, 
which whofoever either negle&s, or mi- 
(takes, is loft and undone to all intents and 
purpofes. Thus, Gentlemen, the Mytho- 
logy of the Pi&ure is explain'd to you. 
And if you have any thing to ask far- 
ther about the Argument, you are hear- 
tily welcome. Sir, /aid I, fince you give 
us this freedom, pray what is it the Ge- 
nius orders People to receive of Pretended 
Learning*? % Some things that may be of 
Service to them if they pleafe. What are 
thofe } Letters, fays he, and Scholarfhip, 
which being a handfome Arnufement, are 
as Plato obferves, a fort of Reftraint up- 
on young People, and keep them fome- 

v times 



of Cebes the Theban. 41 s 



times from flying out into Extrava- 
gance. Is there then a Neceffity of touch- 
ing upon this Coaft in order to the arriv- 
ing at true Learning ? Not at all : They 
are ufeful indeed in fome Refpe&s, but 
as to the Point of Probity, they fignify 
little. Do you fay then they Ggnify no- 
thing towards Virtue, and moral Improve- 
ment } I fay a Man may be good with- 
out them, and yet they are not altoge- 
ther Ufelefs. To ill uft rate the Matter. 
Tho* we may underftand a Foreigner well 
enough by an Interpreter, yet it may not 
be amifs to learn the Language our (elves. 
Thus you fee we may go on without the 
Advantages of Education. What then 
don't Mathematicians and other Scholars, 
(land fairer for degrees in Honefty, than 
other People ? I can't fee which way, fays 
he y fince they miftake the Nature o£> 
Good and Evil, and are as much govern'd 
by their Vices as the reft of the World. 
For, to fpeak freely, a Man may have 
abundance of fine Notions in his Head, 
and run through all the Sciences as they 
call them, and yet love Wine and Wo- 
men, and Mony, a great deal too much. 
In (hort, he may be admirably furnilh'd 
this way, and yet be a Fop, a Knave, or 
a Traitor, if he has not a care : I'm forry 
to fay there are not a few Men of letters 
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lyable to this Imputation. And fince the 
Cafe (lands thus, what Advantage have 
they in reference to Virtue above others } 
Truly not much, as you have reprefent- 
ed the Matter. But under favour what's 
the Rcafon then thefe Gentlemen are 
lodg'd in the Second Courts for by their 
Apartments they feem to be next Neigh- 
bours to true Knowledge $ And what of 
all that, fays he 2 Don't you fee feveral 
pafs immediately from Debauchery to true 
Knowledge^ from the firft Court, to the 
third, without making aVifit to thefe 
Qentlemen of Education > And in what, 
then, does their Privilege confift ? In 
earneft, I think they are either more lazy 
or more untoward then the reft, in Learn? 
ing the Leffon they (hould do. How fo, 
faid I V Becaufe, fays he % thofe in the 
Second Conn pretend to know more than 
they really do : Now their being thus 
conceited in their Ignorance, makes them 
more fluggHh in their Advances to true 
Knowledge than otherwife they would be. 
Befides, don't you obferve that Opinion, 
and Uncertainty are perpetually trudging 
to them out of the Firft Court ? So that 
in fine they are not a jot better than other 
Mortals, unlefs Repentance calls in at their 
Lodgings and they grow fully convinc'd 
that 'tis only Sham-Learning which they 

have 
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have been all this while amus'd with $ 
And that unlefs they mend their Man- 
ners, and their Company, 'tis impoffible 
for them not to Mifcarry. And therefore 
Gentlemen, fays he, I hope you'll remem- 
ber this Difcourfe, comply with the Di- 
rections, and Pfa&ife them up to a Ha- 
bit 5 Indeed all other Bufinefs is but tri- 
fling to this 5 But you muft frequently 
recoiled your Memory, and take Pains 
with your felves, other wife what yott 
have beard will do you no Service. We 
(hall endeavour to take your Advice. But 
I defire you would explain your felf a 
little upon the Notioft of Advantage, and 
how the Common Liberalities of JFw- 
tune can be faid not to be Good 5 fuch as 
Life, Health, Riches, Fame, Pofterity, 
Vi&ory, &c. And how the contrary to 
thefe can be maintain'd not to be Evil ? 
To affert this I muft needs fay, is all Rid- 
dle and Paradox to me. To fatisfy you, 
fays he^ I (hall ask you a few Queftions, 
and pray fpeak your Mind freely in you* 
Anfwer. I (hall do it. What do you 
think then in cafe a Man lives ill, is Life 
any Advantage to him > No truly, faid 
J, 'tis rather a Difadvantage. Very Wellj 
fays he 7 then bare living, without other 
Confiderations , is no Privilege : 'tis a 
Good Thing to thofe that live well, bat 
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a Misfortune to others. Under favour 
do you affirm that Life is Advantage, 
and Difadvantage too ? I do. Pray, /aid 
J, have a care of an Abfurdity 5 For 'tis 
impoffible the fame Thing (hould be both 
Good and Bad 5' At this rate it would be 
Profitable, and Prejudicial, and the Ob- 
;eft of Choice and Averfion, at the fame 
time. That is Abfurdity enough, fas 
he, in all Confcience : But pray, if living 
111 is a mifchief to him that's guilty on't 
does it follow from hence, that Life pre- 
cifely taken has any harm irft ? Indeed, 
I can't fay both thefe Cafes are the 
fame. Why then Life is no bad Bud- 
nefs, if it were, thofe who live well, 
would lie under the Misfortune, * for they 
live no lefs than other People. Truly, 
you feem to argue reafonabty enough. 
Therefore, fas he, fince Life is common 
both to Good and Bad People, it muft 
be Indifferent of it felf, and the life muft 
determine the Quality. 'Tis much like 
Lancing and Burning, the Seafon and the 
Application 5 makes the Diftin&ion 5 If 
a Man be well, it does him a Mifchief, 
but an Ulcer, oranlmpofthume, is much 
the better for a skilful Hand. To put an 
other Queftion to you, had you rather live 
fcandaloufly, or Die bravely ? I had ra- 
ther Die upon thofe terms. You an- 
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fwer like a Man 5 From hence it follows 
that Death is no Evil, becaufe 'tis fome- 
times more Eligible than Living. You are 
right. The fame Reafoning, continues my 
Injiru&er, will hold with reference to Health 
and Difeafes 5 For the former is fome- 
times a Misfortune to a Man, and as Cir- 
cumftances may happen, he had much 
better have been fick in his Bed. I can't 
deny what you fay. Let us go on then, 
fays he, and examine the Cafe of Riches 5 
And here a very little Reafoniog will ferve 
the Turn : For Matter of Fad when 'tis 
frequent and vifible, needs no Proof: 
Now, nothing is more common than to 
fee Wealthy People live Scandaloufly and 
Miferably. Ay, that's but too true. Then 
Riches does them no fervice in order to 
Virtue, and Happinefs. It feems fo, other- 
wife they would manage better. Well 
then, 'tis Precept, and Principles, not an 
Eftate, which makes Men good for fome- 
thing. Indeed I think fo. Which way 
then, fays he, can Wealth be a real Advan- 
tage, if it can't improve the Owners, nor 
contribute to the nakingthem better Men > 
I can't tell. By youif Conceffion, an E- 
ftate muft be a Disadvantage tothofe who 
know not how to ufe it. Yes, without all 
doubt. How then can that be abfolutely 
a good Thing, when a Man is fometimes 

the 
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the better for being without it. From 
hence it follows that dPerfon that has Ho 
nefty and Difcretion to bis Fortune, may 
make (bmething 6n't 5 But unlefs he is 
thus qualified, he is only furnifh'd with 
Edge-Tools to cut his Fingers. To con- 
dude, the overrating thefe Things is that 
which di (orders Humane Life, and ruins! 
the World 5 For when People fancy they 
can't be happy without fuch Circumftan- 
ces, they'll boggle at no Wickedrfefs to 
come at them $ Arid all this Mifchief is 06- 
cafion'd, for want of a right Notion of 
what is really Good. 
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